
 
Parish Clerk: Mrs Libby Alexander, 25 Hill Farm Road, Long Stratton, Norfolk, NR15 2WA    

Tel: 07943 279946 Email: starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Signed as a true record of the meeting of Starston Parish Council held on 18th September 2024 
 

Chairman…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

  

 
Minutes of Starston Annual Parish Council Meeting held in the Jubilee Hall 

at 7.30 pm, Monday 18th September 2024 
 
Present: Cllr P Astor, Cllr A Knowles, Cllr S Griffin, Cllr K O’Keeffe, Cllr J Broadhurst 
Clerk to the Parish Council: Libby Alexander 
Members of the public: 3 
 

2024/80 To consider accepting apologies for absence.  

Apologies received from Cllr C Sparrow, due to being out of the Parish, and Cllr K 
Ward, due to illness, were accepted. 

 

2024/81 To receive any declarations of personal or prejudicial interest from members 

on any item to be discussed and consider any dispensations. 

Cllr S Griffin, Item 2024/86c. 

 
2024/82 To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 15th July 2024. 

Resolved to approve the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting and for them 
to be signed by the Chairman. 

 
2024/83 The Clerk to provide an update on the matters arising from the minutes of the 

last meeting and provide any other information on actions that have been undertaken since 
the last meeting. 

• Draft Minutes from July meeting written and uploaded to village website. 

• Parish Council report for the September and October editions of Pigeon Post written. 

• Made bank payments approved at July meeting. 

• Researched terms and conditions of the Covid 19 Grant and confirmed it was 
possible under Parish Council powers to donate funds to Starston Charities. 
Transferred remaining funds of grant. 

• Contacted landowner regarding proposal for a bench at the bus stop. 

• Contacted Richard Hitchman to provide a quote for making a bench.  

• Set up membership with SLCC. 

• Liaised with Cllr Ward re new Councillor training. 

• Finalised Financial regulations and Policies and updated on website. 

• Contacted Julian Taylor re cutting back footpath on Bunn’s Lane.  

• Various updates made to the Parish Council area on the village website along with 
notices of interest to residents.  

• Draft Minutes from APM written and uploaded to village website. 

• Updated 2024-25 expenditure to date against budget. 

• Researched rules around website accessibility and GDPR compliance. 

• Booked onto HMRC webinar on Employer Payroll Filing Obligations in October.  
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2024/84 To receive reports on matters of interest to the parish from District and County 

Councillors.  

Resolved for the meeting to be closed to allow reports from the District and County 
Councillors. 
 

County Councillor, Cllr M Wilby and District Councillor, Cllr D Thompson were in attendance.  
Both had sent reports in advance of the meeting which had been circulated to all members, 
and the Councillors summarised the contents of their reports.  See Appendix 1. 

District Cllr C Hudson was not in attendance and had not sent a report. 

Resolved for the meeting to be reopened. 

 

2024/85 Parishioner open forum. 

Resolved for the meeting to be closed 
 
A number of residents present at the meeting raised concerns regarding safety along 
Hardwick Road and whether it was possible to reduce the speed limit along the road. This 
was particularly with respect to the stretch of road from the chicken sheds at the North of 
the Parish to the junction with Wood Lane.  This followed two serious road traffic accidents 
over the summer when cars exiting Lonely Road and Wood Lane onto Hardwick Road were 
impacted by cars travelling along Hardwick Road. 
 
Resolved for the Clerk to contact the Highways Engineer at Norfolk County Council to 
enquire as to what strategies could be put in place to address improving safety along 
Hardwick Road.       
                  Action: The Clerk

      
2024/86 To receive and ratify matters relating to the finances including the following:  

a) Clerk’s time sheet for July-September 2024 

Unanimously agreed.  

b) To review expenditure to date against budget 

Duly noted. 

c) Finance statement for July-September 2024 

Unanimously agreed. 
 

d) To receive an update on the Covid 19 Grant money in earmarked reserves 
 

The Clerk reported she had looked back at the terms and conditions of the original 
grant and researched whether under the Parish Council powers it was possible to 
donate the remaining funds to Starston Charities to support residents in need in the 
Parish and found this was possible under S137 powers.  As agreed, Cllr Astor had 
therefore contacted the Starston Charities and the funds had been transferred.
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BANK RECONCILIATION & FINANCE DETAIL SHEET as at 11 SEPTEMBER 
2024   

      
  

  

Date  
 Bank 

balance      
Payments Total 

Receipts 
Total 

 Bank Actual  

 

10-Jul-24 12,495.22     Balance B/F  
         

10,995.53   

   

11 July - 11 September 
24 Sub-total payments  

1,499.69         
10,995.53   

   

11 July - 11 September 
24 Sub-total receipts       

       
10,995.53   

     Bank Closing Balance   

       
10,995.53   

        
 

 

     Earmarked Reserves   
 

 

     

Norfolk Community Foundation Covid 19 
Grant   £                  -    

Remaining Grant paid to Startson 
Chariities 

     CIL Money  £           589.35   
 

 

     Neighbourhood Plan  £        1,613.01   
 

 

     Warm Spaces Grant  £                  -     
 

 

     Sub-Total - Money Held £2,202.36    

     General Reserves i.e. Bank reconciled balance less monies held 
         

8,793.37   

          

    Payments Details      

   15-Jul-24 HMRC Tax on Clerk's Wages 63.60    

   18-Jul-24 HMRC Tax on Clerk's Wages 63.79    

   26-Jul-24 Mrs E Alexander July Wages 254.70    

   05-Aug-24 Starston Charities Norfolk Community Foundation Covid 19 Grant  862.70    

   30-Aug-24 Mrs E Alexander August Wages 254.90    

     Sub-total payments  

         
1,499.69     
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    Receipts Details      

          

          

     Sub-total receipts  0.00   

          

          

    Future payments to be approved by Council      

    

Mrs E 
Alexander/HMRC Clerk's Wages 318.50    

    Mrs E Alexander Clerk's Expenses 195.95    

    Mr S Griffin Website 25.00    

    SNDC Dog Bin Annual Charge 162.00    

    SLCC Clerk's Membership (50%) 77.00    

    ICO Data Protection Fee Renewal 35.00    

     Sub-total future payments  813.45   
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e) To consider use of CIL money/Parish Partnership scheme for purchase of bench at 
Bus Stop 
 

The Clerk reported that the landowner was fully supportive of having a bench located 
at the bus stop but would like to be involved in the decision of the final position.  The 
Clerk reported that she had received a quote of approximately £600 (depending on 
actual size) plus installation to make a simple bench.   
 
Resolved for the Clerk to receive two further quotes for the project for the 
November meeting.  

                  Action: The Clerk 
 

2024/87 To receive an update on new website accessibility and GDPR compliance 

requirements and to consider changes required 

The Clerk reported that Local Government websites were to be monitored from October 
2024 to ensure they were fully accessible to all.  Currently there are website accessibility 
issues with the Starston Village website and it was likely that this would mean that the 
website wouldn’t meet the necessary criteria.   
 
The Clerk also raised whether the Parish Council should consider moving to .gov,uk email 
addresses for the Clerk and Councillors as was recommended for GDPR compliance and if 
the cost for this should be included in the budget for 2025-26. 
 
The Clerk reported that Norfolk ALC were currently offering a managed .gov.uk service for 
both websites and emails. 
 
Unanimously agreed for the Clerk to liaise with Norfolk ALC to determine cost and 
details of the managed service and report back at the next meeting. 

                  Action: The Clerk  

2024/88 To consider matters relating to village maintenance, PROW and highways 

Cllr P Astor reported that the Starston sign on the A143 was still in poor condition and asked 
if we could request for this to be replaced by Norfolk County Council  

        Action: The Clerk 

The Clerk reported that she had received an email from Cllr C Sparrow to report that he was 
in communication with Norfolk County Council regarding a number of footpath issues on 
which he would report fully at the next meeting. 

  
2024/89 To receive an update from the Emergency Plan Co-ordinator. 
 

Cllr J Broadhurst reported the she had not received any responses following the recent 
distribution of Welcome Packs to new residents.  She also reported that the Emergency 
Plan required to be updated to check that the information held was still correct. 
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2024/90 To receive an update on tree planting matters. 

Nothing to report. 
 
2024/91 To consider any planning applications received. 
 

None received. 
 
2024/92 To receive an update on the ‘Warm Welcome’ initiative. 
 

Cllr Broadhurst reported that she would apply for a further grant for the Warm Welcome 
Initiative once this was available, as reported by District Councillor D Thompson in his 
report. 
                  Action: Cllr J Broadhurst 
   

2024/93 Correspondence received: 

• South Norfolk Village Clusters Housing Allocations Plan – Regulation 19 Pre-
submission Addendum – noted. 

• Broadland & South Norfolk Design Code – invitation to 2nd stage engagement 
workshop – noted.  

 

2024/94 The Clerk to provide and receive items for the next agenda, and confirm the 

date and time of the next Parish Council meeting, to be held on 18th November 2024 in the 
Jubilee Hall at 7.30pm.                       

Duly noted. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.40pm.  
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Appendix 1 
 
Report from County Councillor Martin Wilby 

 
Congratulations to all the young people that took part in the Summer Reading Challenge which is 
organised by all our libraries across the county.  A special mention for all that took part at Harleston 
Library and big thanks to all of the staff who made it work so well.  Over 10,000 youngsters took 
part. 
 
Norfolk County Council has been shortlisted in three categories at the national Social Worker of the 
Year Awards.  The People from Abroad Team has been named as a finalist as Team of the Year in 
both Children’s and Adult Services categories, and Ellie Vincent has been nominated for the Newly 
Qualified Social worker of the Year Award.  The People from Abroad Team supports resettlement 
of refugees in Norfolk, helping people build new, independent lives, safe from the persecution they 
were forced to flee.  Since being created in 2017, the team have supported more than 500 refugees, 
with 276 children at the time they arrived in the UK.  Ellie Vincent is a member of the Learning 
Disabilities Community Social Work team in the east of Norfolk, supporting adults with disabilities to 
live independent, fulfilling lives. 
 
NCC is on course to hit its 2030 carbon emissions savings target, according to the latest data.  The 
council has reduced its emissions by 61% compared to the baseline from 2016/17.  The council has 
achieved this impressive result by implementing a range of measures, such as improving energy 
efficiency in its buildings, switching from gas to electric heating and installing energy-efficient LED 
street lighting.  In June 2023, NCC launched its Climate Strategy.  This set out the council’s 
approach to addressing its own estates emissions but also how it can support Norfolk’s development 
as a low carbon and climate resilient place to live, visit and do business.  The council’s project to 
replace Norfolk’s streetlights with energy-efficient LEDs has been a resounding success.  To date, 
it has saved £16.5 million, 88.75 million kWh in energy and more than 26,000 tonnes of carbon.  The 
project is now in its final phases, leaving the remaining 5% of streetlights to be converted by April 
2025. 
 
NCC and the Human Milk Foundation (HMF) have teamed up to launch a new breastfeeding 
programme to promote breastfeeding and to expand milk banking services across the county.  The 
foundation will be able to support up to 120 families over the coming year.  International Board-
Certified Location Consultants (IBCLs) will work closely with families, providing information and 
postnatal support to help parents breastfeed, with access to donor milk if needed.  Norfolk is the first 
county to pilot such a programme, as part of its Start for Life offer.  Norfolk Blood Bikes provides 
efficient transport of doner milk to hospitals and families in the region. 
 
Residents across Norfolk are being reminded of the importance of buying lithium-ion batteries for a 
range of everyday devices only from reputable and safe retailers, to ensure they meet UK safety 
standards and aren’t a fire risk.  Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service and NCCs Trading Standards 
team is investigating a house fire which believed to have been started by charging a battery which 
was purchased from an online retailer. 
 
My next surgery is at HIP on Saturday October 5th at 10am 
 
Best wishes 
Martin 
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Report from District Councillor Delme Thompson 
 

Report for Starston Parish Council, September 2024.  
 
Town and Parish forum  
The town and parish forum was held last Tuesday 10th September, and the recording should be available 
online in the coming days.  
 
• At the last full council meeting there was unanimous support for installing Bleed Kits at leisure 
centres, and encouraging Parish Councils who don’t already have them, to consider installing them in their 
communities. Full details on the kits are available here Emergency Bleed Control Solutions Turtle Defib 
Cabinets .For information on first aid training please contact  
mark.edwards@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk  
 
• The consultation on proposed changes to the National Planning Policy Framework and other changes 
to the planning system is open until 24 September. Find out more, and respond, here  
 
• The next Forum is scheduled for Thursday 3rd October 1pm – 2pm  

 

• This year’s in person Town and Parish Summit will take place on 13 November at the Horizon Centre.  
 
Disabled Facilities Grants (DFG)  
Residents who are elderly or have a disability, may be eligible for a Disabled Facilities Grant (DFG) to provide 
adaptations in their home. The focus of this grant is to make changes that can enable people to remain living 
independently at home.  
Adaptations need to have been recommended by an Occupational Therapist, and could include:  
 
• improving access into and around the home including main living area, kitchen, bedroom, bathroom 
and improving facilities or providing suitable facilities where there are none.  

• making the home safer.  

• improving a heating system in the home - if there is no appropriate heating system, providing a 
suitable one to meet a medical need.  

• adapting heating or lighting controls to make them easier to use.  

• improving movement around the home or so you can care for someone else who lives with you.  
 
Disabled Facilities Grants (DFG) – Broadland and South Norfolk (southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk)  
 
Warm Rooms Grant  
From my initial enquires, I understand that this scheme will run again this year, and I have asked that an 
update be circulated to all councillors and Parish councils ASAP.  
 
Hazardous Waste Days  
Opportunity to dispose of items not taken as standard Full details: Hazardous waste - Norfolk County Council 


