
Parish Clerk: Mrs Libby Alexander, 25 Hill Farm Road, Long Stratton, Norfolk, NR15 2WA    
Tel: 07943 279946 Email: starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Signed as a true record of the meeting of Starston Parish Council held on 15th July 2024 
 

Chairman  

  

 
Minutes of Starston Annual Parish Council Meeting held in the Jubilee Hall 

at 7.30 pm, Monday 15th July 2024 
 
Present: Cllr P Astor, Cllr A Knowles, Cllr S Griffin, Cllr  
Clerk to the Parish Council: Libby Alexander 
Members of the public: 0 
 
2024/64 To consider accepting apologies for absence.  

Apologies received from Cllr J Broadhurst and Cllr C Sparrow, due to being out of 
the Parish, were accepted. 

 

2024/65 To receive any declarations of personal or prejudicial interest from members 
on any item to be discussed and consider any dispensations. 

No declarations were made. 

 
2024/66 To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 20th May 2024. 

Resolved to approve the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting and for them 
to be signed by the Chairman. 

 
2024/67 The Clerk to provide an update on the matters arising from the minutes of the 
last meeting and provide any other information on actions that have been undertaken since 
the last meeting. 

 Prepared for and attended the Annual Parish Meeting. 
 Draft Minutes from May meeting written and uploaded to village website. 
 Parish Council report for the July and August editions of Pigeon Post written. 
 Advised SNDC of co-option and liaised with Cllr K Ward to complete Register of interests 

form. 
 Paid grant to Starston PCC and Starston Youth Club as agreed. 
 Updated Asset Register as agreed. 
 Made bank payments approved at May meeting. 
 Contacted DM Payroll re termination of services, set up payroll in HMRC PAYE software 

and liaised with HMRC for access to online account. 
 Various updates made to the Parish Council area on the village website along with 

notices of interest to residents. 
 Submitted the Financial Annual return and posted documents required on the website. 
 Finalised Policies following 2024 review. 
 Contacted SLCC re membership. 

Set up new files (and spreadsheet) for new Council year.  

 
2024/68 To receive reports on matters of interest to the parish from District and County 
Councillors.  

Resolved for the meeting to be closed to allow reports from the District and County 
Councillors. 
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County Councillor, Cllr M Wilby, was not in attendance but had sent his report in advance 
of the meeting which had been circulated to all members.  See Appendix 1. 

District Councillors, Cllrs D Thompson and C Hudson, were in attendance. DCllr D 
Thompson had sent a report in advance of the meeting which had been circulated to all 
members, and he summarised its contents.  See Appendix 1. 

Cllr C Hudson reiterated the messages from DCllr Thompson on the Election and the Pink 
Shed had been launched in the Pulhams to 

help tackle social isolation. 

Resolved for the meeting to be reopened. 
 

2024/69 Parishioner open forum. 

Not required. 

 
2024/70 To receive and ratify matters relating to the finances including the following:  

a) May-July 2024 

Unanimously agreed.  

b) Finance statement for May-July 2024 

Unanimously agreed. 
 
Cllr P Astor suggested that the Parish Council should consider the future use of the 
remainder of the Covid 19 Grant money held in earmarked reserves on the finance 
statement. 
 
Resolved for the Clerk to look back at the terms and conditions of the original 
grant and to research whether under the Parish Council powers it was possible 
to donate the remaining funds to Starston Charities to support residents in 
need in the Parish.  It was unanimously agreed that if the Clerk found this was 
possible, Cllr Astor to contact the Starston Charities and the Clerk to transfer 
the funds. 

 
              Action: Cllr P Astor and The Clerk   

 
c) To consider use of CIL money for purchase of bench at Bus Stop 

 

The Clerk reported she had received a request from a resident as to whether it was 
possible to have a bench located at the Bus Stop on the Street.  
 
Resolved for the Clerk to contact the landowner to see if they were agreeable 
and if so for the Clerk to contact Richard Hitchman (Joiner) to provide a quote 
to make one.  This could then be considered at the meeting in September with 
a view to using CIL money for its purchase. 

                  Action: The Clerk 



 
P

a
ris

h
 C

le
rk

: 
M

rs
 L

ib
by

 A
le

xa
nd

e
r,

 2
5

 H
ill

 F
ar

m
 R

o
ad

, 
Lo

n
g 

S
tr

a
tto

n
, 

N
o

rf
o

lk
, 

N
R

15
 2

W
A

   
 

T
e

l: 
0

79
4

3 
2

79
94

6
 E

m
a

il:
 s

ta
rs

to
n

p
a

ris
h

co
u

nc
il@

ya
h

oo
.c

o
.u

k 

S
ig

n
e

d 
a

s 
a

 tr
ue

 r
ec

o
rd

 o
f 

th
e

 m
e

e
tin

g
 o

f 
S

ta
rs

to
n

 P
a

ris
h

 C
ou

n
ci

l h
el

d
 o

n
 1

5th
 J

u
ly

 2
02

4 
 

C
h

a
ir

m
a

n

  
 

 
 

B
A

N
K

 R
E

C
O

N
C

IL
IA

T
IO

N
 &

 F
IN

A
N

C
E

 D
E

T
A

IL
 S

H
E

E
T

 a
s 

a
t 

10
 J

U
L

Y
 

2
0

24
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

D
a

te
  

 B
an

k 
ba

la
n

ce
  

 
 

 
 

P
a

ym
e

nt
s 

T
o

ta
l 

R
e

ce
ip

ts
 

T
o

ta
l 

 B
a

nk
 A

ct
u

a
l  

10
-J

u
l-2

4
 

14
,4

45
.9

0
 

 
 

 
 B

a
la

nc
e 

B
/F

  
 

 
   

  
  

14
,4

4
5.

9
0

  

 
 

 
16

 M
ay

 -
 1

0
 J

u
ly

 2
4

 
S

u
b-

to
ta

l p
a

ym
e

nt
s 

 
1,

9
5

0
.6

8
 

 
   

  
  

12
,4

9
5.

2
2

  

 
 

 
16

 M
ay

 -
 1

0
 J

u
ly

 2
4

 
S

u
b-

to
ta

l r
e

ce
ip

ts
 

  
  

  
   

  
  

12
,4

9
5.

2
2

  

 
 

 
 

 
B

a
n

k
 C

lo
si

n
g

 B
al

a
n

c
e

 
 

 
   

  
  

12
,4

9
5.

2
2

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
E

a
rm

ar
ke

d
 R

e
se

rv
es

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

N
o

rf
o

lk
 C

om
m

un
ity

 F
ou

n
da

tio
n

 C
ov

id
 1

9
 

G
ra

n
t 

 
 £

  
   

  
   

 
86

2.
7

0 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
C

IL
 M

o
ne

y 
 £

  
   

  
   

 
58

9.
3

5 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
N

e
ig

hb
o

u
rh

o
od

 P
la

n
 

 £
  

   
  

 
1,

6
1

3
.0

1
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
W

ar
m

 S
p

ac
es

 G
ra

nt
 

 £
  

   
  

   
  

  
   

 -
  

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
S

u
b

-T
o

ta
l -

 M
o

n
ey

 H
el

d
 

£3
,0

6
5.

0
6

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
G

e
n

e
ra

l 
R

e
s

er
ve

s 
i.

e.
 B

a
n

k 
re

co
n

c
ile

d
 b

a
la

n
c

e 
le

s
s 

m
o

n
ie

s 
h

el
d

 
   

  
   

 
9,

4
3

0
.1

6
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
P

a
ym

e
n

ts
 D

e
ta

il
s

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

16
-M

ay
-2

4
 

H
M

R
C

 
T

a
x 

o
n 

C
le

rk
's

 W
a

ge
s 

63
.6

0
 

 
 

 
 

 
29

-M
ay

-2
4

 
S

ta
rs

to
n

 P
C

C
 

G
ra

n
t f

or
 c

h
ur

ch
ya

rd
 m

a
in

te
n

an
ce

 
5

00
.0

0
 

 
 

 
 

 
29

-M
ay

-2
4

 
Ju

bi
le

e
 H

al
l 

G
ra

n
t f

or
 S

ta
rs

to
n

 Y
ou

th
 C

lu
b

 
1

30
.0

0
 

 
 

 
 

 
29

-M
ay

-2
4

 
M

rs
 C

 H
a

ll 
In

te
rn

a
l A

ud
it 

92
.0

0
 

 
 

 
 

 
29

-M
ay

-2
4

 
N

o
rf

o
lk

 A
LC

 
A

n
n

u
a

l S
u

bs
cr

ip
tio

n
 

1
43

.9
2

 
 

 



 
P

a
ris

h
 C

le
rk

: 
M

rs
 L

ib
by

 A
le

xa
nd

e
r,

 2
5

 H
ill

 F
ar

m
 R

o
ad

, 
Lo

n
g 

S
tr

a
tto

n
, 

N
o

rf
o

lk
, 

N
R

15
 2

W
A

   
 

T
e

l: 
0

79
4

3 
2

79
94

6
 E

m
a

il:
 s

ta
rs

to
n

p
a

ris
h

co
u

nc
il@

ya
h

oo
.c

o
.u

k 

S
ig

n
e

d 
a

s 
a

 tr
ue

 r
ec

o
rd

 o
f 

th
e

 m
e

e
tin

g
 o

f 
S

ta
rs

to
n

 P
a

ris
h

 C
ou

n
ci

l h
el

d
 o

n
 1

5th
 J

u
ly

 2
02

4 
 

C
h

a
ir

m
a

n

 
 

 
31

-M
ay

-2
4

 
C

le
a

r 
C

ou
nc

ils
 

In
su

ra
n

ce
 

4
09

.7
6

 
 

 
 

 
 

31
-M

ay
-2

4
 

D
 M

 P
a

yr
ol

l  
P

a
yr

ol
l s

e
rv

ic
e

s 
fo

r 
2

 m
o

nt
hs

 
20

.0
0

 
 

 
 

 
 

31
-M

ay
-2

4
 

M
rs

 E
 A

le
xa

nd
er

 
M

ay
 W

ag
es

 
2

54
.7

0
 

 
 

 
 

 
14

-J
u

n-
24

 
H

M
R

C
 

T
a

x 
o

n 
C

le
rk

's
 W

a
ge

s 
63

.6
0

 
 

 
 

 
 

28
-J

u
n-

24
 

M
rs

 E
 A

le
xa

nd
er

 
Ju

ne
 W

ag
es

 
2

54
.9

0
 

 
 

 
 

 
30

-J
u

n-
24

 
U

n
ity

 T
ru

st
 B

a
nk

 
B

a
nk

 C
ha

rg
es

 
18

.0
0

 
 

 
 

 
 

03
-J

u
l-2

4
 

H
M

R
C

 
T

a
x 

o
n 

C
le

rk
's

 W
a

ge
s 

0
.2

0
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
S

u
b

-t
o

ta
l 

p
a

ym
en

ts
 

 
   

  
   

 
1,

9
5

0
.6

8
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
R

e
ce

ip
ts

 D
et

a
il

s
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
S

u
b

-t
o

ta
l 

re
c

e
ip

ts
 

 
0.

0
0

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

F
u

tu
re

 p
a

ym
e

n
ts

 t
o

 b
e

 a
p

p
ro

ve
d

 b
y

 C
o

u
n

c
il 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

M
rs

 E
 

A
le

xa
nd

er
/H

M
R

C
 

C
le

rk
's

 S
a

la
ry

 
3

18
.5

0
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
S

u
b

-t
o

ta
l 

fu
tu

re
 p

ay
m

e
n

ts
 

 
31

8.
5

0
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  



 
Parish Clerk: Mrs Libby Alexander, 25 Hill Farm Road, Long Stratton, Norfolk, NR15 2WA    

Tel: 07943 279946 Email: starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Signed as a true record of the meeting of Starston Parish Council held on 15th July 2024 
 

Chairman  

  

 
 

d) 
Council 
 

The Clerk reported that Great Moulton Parish Council were happy with the 
proposal to share the cost for one year and then review.  The Clerk would set 
up the Membership and claim 50% of the cost through expenses from each 
Council. 
                 Action: The Clerk 

 
e) To confirm termination of payroll services with DM Payroll and change to HMRC 

PAYE Software 
 

Duly noted.  
 
f) To agree Councillor training for Cllr K Ward 

 

Unanimously agreed for the Clerk and Cllr K Ward to liaise and arrange for Cllr 
K Ward to attend a training course. 
          Action: The Clerk and Cllr K Ward 

 
2024/71 To approve the new Financial Regulations. 

Unanimously agreed to approve the new Financial Regulations and for the Clerk to 
update them on the website. 

                  Action: The Clerk  

 
2024/72 To receive a review/update on the Litter Pick in June. 

Cllr A Knowles reported that unfortunately no residents had attended the Litte Pick 
on the 15th June.  Resolved to consider whether the Parish Council should arrange 
another event in Spring 2025 when SNDC launched their Litter Pick campaign. 

 

2024/73 To consider matters relating to village maintenance, PROW and highways 

The Clerk reported that a resident had reported that the footpath along Bunns Lane from 
Starston to Harleston had become very overgrown.   

Resolved for the Clerk to contact Mr Julian Taylor to ask if he would trim it back. 

        Action: The Clerk 
 

The Clerk also reported that she had received correspondence from a resident regarding 
NCC Highways department attending The Street to install raised kerb stones to improve 
access to buses for disabled users.  However, part of this work was to be carried out on 
private land.  It was resolved, with input from County Councillor Martin Wilby, that this work 
would stop until NCC liaised further with the Parish Council  
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2024/74 To receive an update from the Emergency Plan Co-ordinator. 
 

Cllr J Broadhurst was not present but Cllr A Knowles reported that 

details for the Emergency Plan. 
      
2024/75 To receive an update on tree planting matters. 

Nothing to report. 
 
2024/76 To consider any planning applications received. 
 

None received. 
 
2024/77 To receive an update on the  initiative. 
 

Nothing to report. 
   

2024/78 Correspondence received: 

 Consultation on introducing a local connection eligibility test for the South Norfolk 
Self and Custom Build Housing Register  noted. 

 Parish Partnership 2025-26  noted. 

 Broadland & South Norfolk Design Code - online workshop for South Norfolk Parish 
& Town Councils  noted.  

 Electric vehicle charge point and solar PV  grant open to applications  resolved for 
the Clerk to forward to the Jubilee Hall Committee. 

 Norwich Western Link project update  noted 

 

2024/79 The Clerk to provide and receive items for the next agenda, and confirm the 
date and time of the next Parish Council meeting, to be held on 16th September 2024 in the 
Jubilee Hall at 7.30pm.                       

Duly noted. 

 
Meeting closed at 9.05pm.  
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Appendix 1 
 
Report from County Councillor Martin Wilby 
 
Congratulations to Mrs Annie Chapman, all of the Pink Tractor Ladies and all of their backup support 

 always great to see the very colourful tractors with their 
colourful drivers on board arriving at Thorpe Abbotts Airfield from 7am onwards, they all set off at 
11.30am through our town and villages lined with people giving their support to them.  All tractors 
and drivers arrived safely back to the airfield from 4.30pm onwards.  Well done to you all. 
 
NCC warns of new scam aimed at pensioners.  Scammers have been targeting pensioners with 
health conditions in Norfolk.  People across the county have reported receiving calls from individuals 
claiming to be local medical practitioners or health workers.  The caller said the person was entitled 
to a free medical alert device because they are over 70 and have health issues.  They then ask for 

you receive out of the blue, we urge you to be vigilant and take a moment to stop and think  
especially if you receive a request over the phone or e-mail to make a payment from someone 
claiming to be from a trusted organisation.  All scam calls can be reported to the council via the 
Citizens Advice Consumer Service line on 0808 223 1133. 
 
In the 1990s, Norfolk established Roadside Nature Reserves (RNRs) to protect and enhance nature 

give sanctuary to rare species like spiny restharrow, pyramidal orchid, sandy silt puffball and fragrant 
agrimony.  Many RNRs being unchanged grasslands, feature common meadow flowers and grasses 
important for the well-being of bees, butterflies, and other insects.  Our RNR network also functions 
as essential corridors 
we have increased the number of RNRs from 111 to 224. For more information visit 
www.norfolk.gov.uk/norfolksRNRs   In collaboration with Suffolk County Council, we are actively 
working to implement Nature Recovery Demonstrator Pilots countywide.  These initiatives assist the 

 
 
The Summer Reading Challenge which is run by all of our libraries across the county is a highly 
successful national programme aimed maintaining or improving the literacy of 4-11 year olds over 

readers and is a tool to provide the benefits of reading to families.  Last year 11,261 joined the 
challenge in Norfolk (an increase of 27% on the previous year) and this year we hope that number 
will grow even more.  Although there is a theme again this year  Marvelous Makers  the emphasis 
is on the fact that children can read anything they like  from comics to recipe books  to take part 
in the challenge.  All details from our libraries. 
 

programme, where we work with Active Norfolk to deliver loads of different activities for children and 
young people throughout the summer.  As always, children who receive benefits-related school 
meals can join up to 16 free sessions and receive a free healthy lunch.  There are also places 
available if you are not eligible for a free space.  The scheme is a great way for children to have fun, 
stay active and make friends and is part of our commitments to helping every child in Norfolk to 
flourish as well as supporting families and our wider communities.  Visit our website for all of the 
details. 
 
My next surgery will be at HIP on Saturday 3rd August at 10am. 
Best wishes   Martin 
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Report from District Councillor Delme Thompson 
 
Report for Starston Parish Council, July 2024.  
 
General Election 
 

 campaigning, supporting at polling stations 
and counts on the day the day and of course, voting. My congratulations to Adrian Ramsey and I 
look forward to seeing our new MP engage the diverse range of communities.  
 
Pink Ladies Tractor Run  
 

taking part - and a great public turnout on the route and for lunch at Gawdy Hall. It weas a pleasure 
to help marshall the event and support such an important cause.  
 
Village Activities 
 
I trust all went well with the Youth Club camp out last weekend and preparations are going well for 
the Fete on Saturday. My apologies for missing these events due to prior engagements (though my 
wife hopes to join the fete) and thanks to all who help maintain community spirit in the village!  
 
SNC Council Matters  
 
With the national election now done, committee meetings will resume (albeit with a summer break 
for some).  
 
FRAG  
 
I will be taking on the Chairmanship of the Finance, Resources, Audit and Governance Committee, 
reviewing SNCs governance practices and financial risk monitoring among other things. We will be 
appointing an external, independent member to this committee (non -council staff or councillor), and 
interviews are taking place this week.  
 
Recording of Town and Parish Forum Tuesday 9 July  
 

who were unable to attend. https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=south+norfolk+council 
 



 
 

1 
 
 
 

Starston Parish Council 

Matters Arising 
 
Completed Actions;  
 
Draft Minutes from July meeting written and uploaded to village website. 
 
Parish Council report for the September and October editions of Pigeon Post written. 
 
Made bank payments approved at July meeting. 
 
Researched terms and conditions of the Covid 19 Grant and confirmed it was possible under 
Parish Council powers to donate funds to Starston Charities. Transferred remaining funds of 
grant. 
 
Contacted landowner regarding proposal for a bench at the bus stop. 
 
Contacted Richard Hitchman to provide a quote for making a bench.  
 
Set up membership with SLCC. 
 
Liaised with Cllr Ward re new Councillor training. 
 
Finalised Financial regulations and Policies and updated on website. 
 

 
 
Various updates made to the Parish Council area on the village website along with notices of  
interest to residents. 
 
Draft Minutes from APM written and uploaded to village website. 
 
Updated 2024-25 expenditure to date against budget. 
 
Researched rules around website accessibility and GDPR compliance. 
 
Booked onto HMRC webinar on Employer Payroll Filing Obligations in October.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 













CLERK for Starston Parish Council - expenses form

NAME: Libby Alexander

DATE: AUGUST 2024
STARSTON TO 

PAY CLERK
MILEAGE DETAILS Cost @ 45p/mile

NOVEMBER 7.0 x 4 To Jubilee Hall £12.60
JANUARY 7.0 x 6 To Chairman and Jubilee Hall £18.90
FEBRUARY 7.0 x 2 To Chairman £6.30
MARCH 7.0 x 4 To Jubilee Hall £12.60
APRIL 7.0 x 2 To Auditor £6.30
MAY 8.0 x 8 To Auditor & Jubilee Hall £28.80
JULY 8.0 x 4 To Jubilee Hall £14.40

SUB-TOTAL £99.90

BROADBAND/TELEPHONE
NOVEMBER 23-AUGUST 24 Broadband Contribution @ £5/month £50.00

SUB TOTAL £50.00

OFFICE EXPENSES
MARCH 24 Ream of Paper £8.99

Paper Clips £3.61
MAY 24 Ink Cartridge £23.54

File for 2024-25 Accounts £3.43

Dividers for 2024-25 Accounts £2.99
Envelopes for Welcome Packs £3.49
SUB-TOTAL £46.05

OTHER ITEMS

SUB-TOTAL £0.00

TOTAL TO BE PAID TO LIBBY ALEXANDER £195.95
































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