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Minutes of Starston Annual Parish Council Meeting held in the Jubilee Hall 

at 7.30 pm, Monday 18th November 2024 
 
Present: Cllr P Astor, Cllr A Knowles, Cllr S Griffin, Cllr K O’Keeffe, Cllr J Broadhurst, Cllr 
C Sparrow and Cllr K Ward 
Clerk to the Parish Council: Libby Alexander 
Members of the public: 0 
 

2024/95 To consider accepting apologies for absence.  

No apologies received. 

 

2024/96 To receive any declarations of personal or prejudicial interest from members 

on any item to be discussed and consider any dispensations. 

No declarations were made. 

 
2024/97 To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 18th September 2024. 

Resolved to approve the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting and for them 
to be signed by the Chairman. 

 
2024/98 The Clerk to provide an update on the matters arising from the minutes of the 

last meeting and provide any other information on actions that have been undertaken since 
the last meeting. 

• Draft Minutes from September meeting written and uploaded to village website. 

• Parish Council report for the November and December editions of Pigeon Post 
written. 

• Made bank payments approved at September meeting. 

• Liaised with Cllr Ward re new Councillor training and booked. 

• Attended an internal finances review meeting with Cllr O’Keeffe. 

• Liaised with NCC Highways engineer to arrange, and attended a meeting re safety 
on Hardwick Road.  

• Contacted Julian Taylor re trimming hedge top on The Street following a request from 
a resident and researching ownership and responsibility.  

• Various updates made to the Parish Council area on the village website along with 
notices of interest to residents. 

• Contacted Norfolk ALC re managed gov.uk service. 

• Attended online HMRC webinar on Employer Payroll Filing Obligations. 

• Submitted Warm Welcome grant application and researched alternative sources of 
funding.  

• Researched options for bench for bus stop.  

• Reported Starston sign on A143 to NCC Highways department for 
cleaning/replacement. 

 

It was noted that the hedge on The Street had been trimmed and Cllr P Astor expressed his 
thanks for this.  Following a discussion on the ownership of this piece of hedge, District  
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Councillor C Hudson confirmed that it belonged to the Parish Council and documents were 
available from the Land Registry to this effect.   
 
Resolved to add this to the Asset Register and approve this at the next meeting. 
 

                  Action: The Clerk  
 
Cllr P Astor reported that a useful meeting had been held on Hardwick Road with the NCC 
Highways Engineer.  Unfortunately, the road does not meet their policy requirements to put 
a reduced speed limit in place.  However, it would be arranged for signage to be cleaned 
and replaced and upgraded if necessary. 

 
2024/99 To receive reports on matters of interest to the parish from District and County 

Councillors.  

Resolved for the meeting to be closed to allow reports from the District and County 
Councillors. 
 

District Councillor D Thompson was not in attendance, County Councillor, Cllr M Wilby and 
District Councillor, Cllr C Hudson were in attendance.  CCllr M Wilby and DCllr  D Thompson  
had sent reports in advance of the meeting which had been circulated to all members.  See 
Appendix 1. 

District Cllr C Hudson made the following points: 

• Nominations for the South Norfolk Business Awards 2025 are now open. 

• The Town and Parish Forum has been held and slides would be available in due 
course. 

• Reminder that District Councillors are able to request that planning applications be 
sent to Committee rather than a delegated decision being made, should that be 
required. 

Resolved for the meeting to be reopened. 

 

2024/100 Parishioner open forum. 

Not required. 

   
2024/101 To receive and ratify matters relating to the finances including the following:  

a) Clerk’s time sheet for September-November 2024 

Unanimously agreed.  

b) NALC Pay increase to Clerks Salary backdated to April 2024 

Unanimously agreed.  
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c) Finance statement for September-November 2024 

Unanimously agreed. 
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BANK RECONCILIATION & FINANCE DETAIL SHEET as at 13 NOVEMBER 2024  

      
  

 

Date  
 Bank 

balance      
Payments Total 

Receipts 
Total 

 Bank 
Actual  

13-Sep-24 10,995.53     Balance B/F  
         

10,995.53  

   

12 September - 13 November 
24 Sub-total payments  

1,218.95           
9,776.58  

   

12 September - 13 November 
24 Sub-total receipts     4038.89 

       
13,815.47  

     Bank Closing Balance   

       
13,815.47  

        
 

     Earmarked Reserves   
 

     

Norfolk Community Foundation Covid 19 
Grant   £                  -     

 

     CIL Money  £           989.24  £399.89 received Oct 24 

     Neighbourhood Plan  £        1,613.01   
 

     Warm Spaces Grant  £                  -     
 

     Sub Total - Money Held £2,602.25   

     General Reserves i.e. Bank reconciled balance less monies held 
       

11,213.22  

         

    Payments Details     

   13-Sep-24 HMRC Tax on Clerk's Wages 63.60   

   25-Sep-24 Mr S Griffin Website contribution 25.00   

   25-Sep-24 SLCC Clerk's Membership (50%) 77.00   

   27-Sep-24 SNDC Dog Bins Annual Charge 162.00   

   27-Sep-24 Mrs E Alxander Clerk's Expenses 195.95   

   27-Sep-23 Mrs E Alxander September Wages 254.70   

   30-Sep-24 Unity Trust Bank Service Charges 18.00   

   16-Oct-24 HMRC  Tax on Clerk's Wages 63.80   
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   25-Oct-24 Mrs E Alxander October Wages 254.90   

   31-Oct-24 Unity Trust Bank Service Charges 5.40   

   01-Nov-24 ICO 
Data Protection Renewal Fee (Direct 
Debit) 35.00   

   13-Nov-24 HMRC Tax on Clerk's Wages 63.60   

     Sub-total payments  

         
1,218.95   

         

    Receipts Details     

   20-Sep-24 SNDC Precept - 2nd 50% 3639.00   

   25-Oct-24 SNDC CIL Money 399.89   

         

     Sub-total receipts  4,038.89  

         

         

    Future payments to be approved by Council     

    

Mrs E 
Alexander/HMRC 

Clerk's Wages (plus back pay to be 
added) 318.50   

    Norfolk PTS Councillor Training  65.00   

     Sub-total future payments  383.50  
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d) To receive quotes and consider use of CIL money/Parish Partnership Scheme for 
purchase of a bench at the Bus Stop 
 
The Clerk had got a number of quotes for a bench which had been circulated to 
members in advance of the meeting.  
 
Resolved to purchase a simple T shaped bench (quoted cost of £71.99).  
Unanimously agreed for CIL money to be used for this purchase.   
 
Once the bench was delivered, the Clerk to liaise with the landowner to arrange a 
meeting at the site to agree the position of the bench. 

                  Action: The Clerk 

 

2024/102 To receive and consider a grant request for a contribution towards free parking 

in Harleston from Redenhall and Harleston Town Council  

Unanimously agreed to award a grant of £100 to Redenhall and Harleston Town 
Council. 
 
2024/103 To consider the costs and details of the Norfolk ALC managed gov.uk Service  

The Clerk had circulated details and costs for the Norfolk ALC managed gov.uk service in 
advance of the meeting.  A discussion was held on how the website could remain a village 
website beyond the legal requirements of the Parish Council.  
 
Resolved for the Clerk to discuss further with Norfolk ALC the requirement for other 
organisations in the village to be able to update their web pages and options for how 
this could be achieved and costs involved. 
                  Action: The Clerk  
   

2024/104 To consider matters relating to village maintenance, PROW and highways 

Cllr C Sparrow reported that he was waiting for a response from Norfolk County Council 
regarding footpath issues he had raised.   

 

It was noted that there had been a road traffic accident on the bridge the previous week with 
significant damage to the bridge.  
 
Resolved for the Clerk to liaise with the Highways department at Norfolk County 
Council as to what surveys or repairs would be necessary. 
                  Action: The Clerk 
 
2024/105 To receive an update from the Emergency Plan Co-ordinator. 
 

Cllr J Broadhurst reported the she had still not received any responses following the recent 
distribution of Welcome Packs to new residents and so she would contact people to get the  
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forms returned. She also reported that the Emergency Plan required to be updated to check 
that the information held was still correct and she would start to progress this.  
                 Action: Cllr J Broadhurst 
 
2024/106 To receive an update on tree planting matters. 
 

Nothing to report. 
 

2024/107 To consider any planning applications received. 
 

2024/2937 | Proposed new porch, erection of garage and re-positioning of existing access 
| Skylarks Rest Rushall Road Starston Norfolk IP20 9NE 
 
Resolved for the Clerk to contact the Planning Officer to confirm what the changes 
were to this application compared to a planning application at the same property 
earlier in the year, so that an informed decision could be made by Councillors. 
                  Action: The Clerk 
 
2024/3148 | Change of use of agricultural barn to dog training facility and extension 
(retrospective) | Highland Cottage Hardwick Road Starston Norfolk IP20 9PJ 
 
Resolved for the Clerk to communicate concerns with the change of use with District 
Councillor C Hudson, so he could put these forward to the Planning Officer.  The 
Clerk to also submit comments requesting further details regarding the change of 
use be submitted by the applicant. 
                  Action: The Clerk  
 
2024/3146 | Erection of shed (retrospective) | Highlands Farm Hardwick Road Starston 
Norfolk IP20 9PJ 
 

Duly noted – no comments. 
 
2024/108 To receive an update on the ‘Warm Welcome’ initiative. 
 

Cllr Broadhurst reported that the application for a grant from South Norfolk Council for the 
Warm Welcome Initiative had been unsuccessful.  The Clerk had also approached the 
Norfolk Community Foundation but there was no funding available from this source 
currently. 
 
The Clerk reminded Councillors that the Council had received a donation from the Save 
Harleston Group in the previous financial year which had not yet been spent. 
 
Unanimously agreed that a donation of £250 be made to the Warm Welcome Initiative 
to fund the hall hire costs, with this money under S137 powers.  Resolved for the  
Clerk to make this payment directly to the Jubilee Hall. 
                       Action: The Clerk 
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2024/109 Correspondence received: 

• Norfolk ALC Update 

• Norfolk County Council – Savings consultation 

• South Norfolk Council – Tree Preservation Order and Norfolk Armed Forces 
Covenant 2025 Commemoration Fund 

 

All duly noted. 
 

2024/110 To consider meeting dates for 2025 – Monday 20th January, Monday 17th 

March, Monday 19th May (inc. AGM), Monday 21st July, Monday 15th September and 
Monday 17th November and Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday 22nd May. 

 

Unanimously agreed. 
 

2024/111 The Clerk to provide and receive items for the next agenda, and confirm the 

date and time of the next Parish Council meeting, to be held on 20th January 2025 in the 
Jubilee Hall at 7.30pm.                       

Duly noted. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.40pm.  
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Appendix 1 
 
Report from County Councillor Martin Wilby 

 
Congratulations to Harleston Players and everyone involved with their recent production of DAD’S 
ARMY at the Harleston Sancroft Academy.  It was an outstanding performance and the packed 
audiences certainly enjoyed recognising all of the characters that we are used to seeing on the TV. 
 
Have your say on Norfolk County Council’s savings proposals as it seeks to agree a balanced 
budget for 2025/26, NCC is asking for your views on a number of proposals to save money or raise 
revenue in the next financial year.  As part of the council’s work to find £47.72m of savings, public 
consultations are now open on three of the proposals under consideration.  They are, Raising 
Council Tax, Reducing Street Light usage and Review of our Housing Related Support Services.  
Full details of these proposals, as well as information on how residents can have their say, can be 
found on our website or to receive a hard copy of the consultation document, or request in a different 
format residents can call 0344 800 8020, or email haveyoursay@norfolk.gov.uk   The budget for 
2025/26 will be agreed at the full council meeting on February 18 th 2025. 
 
More young people in Norfolk are being supported to stay at home with their families or return home, 
thanks to the specialist support being provided by NCC.  The council’s New Roads programme, 
which provides rap around support for children at risk of coming into care, or those already in care, 
has prevented 395 children coming into long-term care since it was launched four years ago.  This 
has avoided costs of £35m and substantially improved outcomes for young people who have often 
faced significant challenges.  The council is now extending the approach to wok with children with 
disabilities and their families.  The success is one of several outlined in the annual review of 
children’s residential care. 
 
NCC is calling on people from all different backgrounds and family make-ups to consider becoming 
adoptive parents.  NCC is a proud partner of Adopt East and is currently looking for parents for 18 
children in care waiting for their forever home.  The council needs adopters for children of all ages 
and is particularly looking for adopters for brothers and sisters, toddlers and young children aged 
four and older and children with disabilities.  For more information go to 
www.norfolk.gov.uk/adoption or call 01603 638343   
 
Are you 66 years or older? If you are, then you can travel on bus services in Norfolk and across 
England for FREE with a concessionary bus pass from NCC.  You will be able to travel for FREE on 
all local bus services from 9.30am until the last bus of the day Monday to Friday and at all times 
during weekends and bank holidays. All information can be found at 
www.norfolk.gov.uk/concessionarytravel  
 
My next surgery will be on Saturday 4th January 2025 10am at HIP 
 
Martin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:haveyoursay@norfolk.gov.uk
http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/adoption%20or%20call%2001603%20638343
http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/concessionarytravel
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Report from District Councillor Delme Thompson 
 
Report for Starston Parish Council, November 2024.  
  
Remembrance Service  
 
My thanks to all who helped facilitate and attended services across our Parishes once again this 
year.  
 
Town and Parish Forum  
 
The slides and agenda recap from yesterday’s meeting are expected soon. Please let me know if 
you have not received them in the next week.  
 
Nominations are open for the 2025 Business Awards 
 
Businesses can nominate themselves yourself for up to two awards in any of the 10 categories 
below.  
 
1. Business Growth  
2. Business Innovation  
3. Employer of the Year  
4. Environmental Impact  
5. Food and Drink Producer of the Year  
6. Excellence in Advance Manufacturing and Engineering  
7. Excellence in Insurance, Financial and Professional Services  
8. New Business  
9. Small Business of the Year  
10. Tourism Business of the Year  
 
Full Details: Broadland and South Norfolk Business Awards categories | Broadland and South 
Norfolk  
 
Parishioners can support their favourite shop and pub by voting for them as ‘Retailer of the Year’ 
and ‘Pub of the Year’, and will be entered into a prize draws for the chance to win £100 of shopping 
and pub vouchers. Nominate your business, favourite retailer or pub today  
 
Retailers and pubs can request a marketing pack at awards@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk 
 
Nominations close on 13 December 2024.The awards ceremony will take place on 19 March 2025 
at Norwich City Football Club.  
 
The Business Breakfast  
 
Tuesday 3 December at Park Farm Hotel, Hethersett 7:30am - 9:45am with optional networking until 
10:15am | £13.95 per person  
 
There will be two keynote speakers and council officers will be giving a business support update  
 
 
 

mailto:awards@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
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A cooked buffet breakfast with tea and coffee will be provided, please select your choice from the 
drop down menu during the booking process. Please book to secure your space by 26 November 
as our previous breakfast was over-subscribed. 



 
 
 

1 
 
 
 

Starston Parish Council 
  MRS J. MARSDEN, 3 SKINNERS LANE, STARSTON, NORFOLK, IP20 9PX    

TELEPHONE : 07796 528697, EMAIL : STARSTONPARISHCOUNCIL@YAHOO.CO.UK 
Matters Arising 
 
Completed Actions;  
 
Draft Minutes from November meeting written and uploaded to village website. 
 
Parish Council report for the January and February editions of Pigeon Post written. 
 
Made bank payments approved at November meeting. 
 
Liaised with Cllrs Astor and O’Keefe re Budget meeting and attended. 
 
Prepared Budget. 
 
Various updates made to the Parish Council area on the village website along with notices of  
interest to residents. 
 
Contacted Norfolk ALC re managed gov.uk service. 
 
Liaised with Norfolk County Council re bridge repairs. 
 
Contacted SNDC to clarify planning application and liaised with Councillors to collate final 
comments and submitted online. Submitted comments regarding second planning application 
considered at November meeting.  
 
Purchased bench for bus stop.  
 
Updated the Asset Register. 
 
Obtained quote from potential Internal Auditor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Timesheet for Clerk - Starston Parish Council
LIBBY ALEXANDER

Date Work Time

03/01/2025 Emails and Budget prep 1.5

06/01/2025 Budget Meeting and emails 2.0

07/01/2024 Emails re Website 0.5

10/01/2024 Pigeon Post Report 0.5

13/01/2025 Meeting Prep 1.25
14/01/2025 Meeting Prep 1.0

TOTAL HOURS FOR THE MONTH TO A MAXIMUM OF 20 AS PER THE CONTRACT 6.75

26 hours holiday entitlement - Holiday taken this month 0
Holiday entitlement left until 1st May 2025 0



Timesheet for Clerk - Starston Parish Council
LIBBY ALEXANDER

Date Work Time

02/12/2024 Emails, website updates and Pigeon Post report 1.0

03/12/2024 Emails and finances 1.25

04/12/2024 Emails 0.25
09/12/2024 Emails 0.25
10/12/2024 Web updates and general admin and filing 1.5
13/12/2024 Emails 0.25
23/12/2024 Emails and finances 0.75

TOTAL HOURS FOR THE MONTH TO A MAXIMUM OF 20 AS PER THE CONTRACT 5.25

26 hours holiday entitlement - Holiday taken this month 8.5
Holiday entitlement left until 1st May 2025 0



Timesheet for Clerk - Starston Parish Council
LIBBY ALEXANDER

Date Work Time

04/11/2024 Emails and finances 1.0

05/11/2024 Planning and emails 1.0

07/11/2024 Hardwick Road Meeting 1.5
08/11/2024 Pigeon Post 0.25
12/11/2024 Agenda Prep and emails 1.0
13/11/2024 Meeting prep 2.0
14/11/2024 Meeting prep 1.25
15/11/2024 Emails 0.25
18/11/2024 Meeting prep and meeting 4.25
19/11/2024 Planning and emails 1.0
21/11/2024 Planning and emails 1.5
26/11/2024 Bank payments and meeting actions 1.0
27/11/2024 Minutes and meeting actions 2.0
28/11/2024 Minutes and meeting actions 1.75
29/11/2024 Planning and emails 0.5

TOTAL HOURS FOR THE MONTH TO A MAXIMUM OF 20 AS PER THE CONTRACT 20.25

26 hours holiday entitlement - Holiday taken this month 0
Holiday entitlement left until 1st May 2025 8.5



BANK RECONCILIATION & FINANCE DETAIL SHEET as at 15 JANUARY 2025

Date Bank balance Payments Total Receipts Total Bank Actual
15-Jan-25 13,815.47 Balance B/F 13,815.47        

14 November - 15 January 25 Sub total payments 856.80 12,958.67        
14 November - 15 January 25 Sub total receipts 0.00 12,958.67        

Bank Closing Balance 12,958.67        

Earmarked Reserves
Norfolk Community Foundation Covid 19 Grant -£                   
CIL Money 989.24£             
Neighbourhood Plan 1,613.01£          
Warm Spaces Grant -£                   
Sub Total - Money Held £2,602.25
General Reserves i.e. Bank reconciled balance less monies held 10,356.42        

Payments Details
27-Nov-24 NPTS Councillor Training 65.00
29-Nov-23 Mrs E Alxander November Wages + Backpay 343.80
30-Nov-24 Unity Trust Bank Service Chages 6.00
03-Dec-24 Harleson Town Council Grant for Car Parking 100.00
03-Dec-24 Jubilee Hall Donation towards Warm Welcome Hire charges 250.00
16-Dec-24 HMRC Tax on Clerk's Wages 86.00
31-Dec-24 Unity Trust Bank Service Chages 6.00

Sub total payments 856.80             

Receipts Details

Sub total receipts 0.00

Future payments to be approved by Council 
Mrs E Alexander/HMRC Clerk's Wages 332.15
Jubilee Hall 2024 Hire Charges 90.00
Mrs E Alexander Clerk's Expenses 140.02

Sub total future payments 562.17



Starston Jubilee Hall 
Registered Charity No. 1073881 

 

Jubilee Hall Treasurer:  Geoff Broadhurst 
The Orangery, Church Hill, Starston, Norfolk IP20 9PF 

Tel: 01379 853480  or  07967 173401 

 
 

INVOICE 
 

TO: Starston Parish Council  
 

INVOICE NO: JH_07JAN_25 
 
INVOICE DATE: 07 January 2025 
 
PURCHASE ORDER: 

 
 

ITEM AMOUNT 

Hire of Jubilee Hall   
 
January 2024 – December 2024 
  

 

                 

6 meetings @ 3 hours @ £5 per hour            90.00 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Total Items:               90.00 

Additional:  

INVOICE TOTAL:                90.00 

 
PAID BY CASH CHEQUE BACS OTHER 

 
 

BACS:   Starston Jubilee Hall:   Sort Code: 20-92-08        Acc No: 50837431 

 



CLERK for Starston Parish Council - expenses form

NAME: Libby Alexander

DATE: DECEMBER 2024

STARSTON TO 

PAY CLERK
MILEAGE DETAILS Cost @ 45p/mile

SEPTEMBER 8.0 x 6 To Jubilee Hall £21.60

NOVEMBER 5.0 x 2 To Hardwick Road meeting £4.50

8.0 x 6 To Jubilee Hall £21.60

SUB-TOTAL £47.70

BROADBAND/TELEPHONE

SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER 24 Broadband Contribution @ £5/month £20.00

SUB TOTAL £20.00

OFFICE EXPENSES

SUB-TOTAL £0.00

OTHER ITEMS

NOVEMBER Bench for Bus Stop £72.32

SUB-TOTAL £72.32

TOTAL TO BE PAID TO LIBBY ALEXANDER £140.02



Invoice No. A19916027461 
 

Quote this reference for enquiries

 

 

 

 

 

Customer:

Mrs Libby Alexander

25 Hill Farm Road

Long Stratton

Norwich

Norfolk

NR15 2WA

Invoice Summary:

Our Reference: 1124A19916027461
Customer Number: 21397918193

Your Reference: N/A
Credit Card: ****9045

Customer Credit: £0.00
PayPal: £0.00

Other: £0.00
Order Date: 27/11/2024

Tax Point Date: 27/11/2024

Your Order VAT Breakdown

Product Description Qty Unit
Price

Sub
Total

Discount
%

Discount
Value Gross Net VAT

Applied
VAT
%

5256F Forest Bench 4' x 1' 6" 1 72.32 72.32 0.00 0.00 72.32 60.27 12.05 20.0

Sub total  72.32  0.00 £72.32 £60.27 £12.05

Total Paid: £72.32

Returns/Cancellation Policy

If you have any questions regarding the return of an item, please call us on 03330 112 112.

Unwanted items Under 30 Days

You can cancel your order and return items to your nearest store or call us on 03330 112 112 to arrange a free collection. If your item was delivered directly from one of our approved suppliers please
visit our supplier help page on Screwfix.com to see your returns options. Please ensure goods are returned unused and in a saleable condition with their original packaging. Certain items are excluded
including goods that are made to measure, cut or mixed to your requirements, and used macerators, toilets or water pumps. These are marked in our catalogue or online.

Faulty Items under 30 Days

Return items to your nearest store with your invoice, or call us on 03330 112 112 to arrange a free collection. We will offer you an exchange or refund. If the item has already been installed, please call
03330 112 112.

Faulty Items over 30 Days

Check if the manufacturer offers a helpline, repair or warranty service. If there is no warranty or repair service please call us on 03330 112 112. Depending on the circumstances, we may either offer a
repair or where this is not possible will replace the item with the same or an equivalent model.

General

Please return items with all components and any promotional extras. Remember to drain any fuel or oil from products before returning them.  You cannot return unwanted boilers where the product box/
packaging has been opened. For items over 1m in length or 2kg in weight please call 03330 112 112 for further advice. If your product is powered by lithium batteries please return your purchase to a
branch due to changes in the road transport regulations. WEEE is taken back free of charge in any Screwfix store on a one-for-one, like-for-like basis. Waste batteries are taken back free of charge in
any Screwfix store. All WEEE and waste batteries must be recycled and should not be placed in household waste. If you have ordered an electrical item for home delivery and would like to return your
old like-for-like, please call 03330 112 112 or email online@screwfix.com within 28 days to arrange collection. For products delivered directly from our suppliers, please call 03330 112 112. Full details of
our returns policy can be found at www.screwfix.com/returns.

Page 1 of 1

Screwfix Direct Ltd, Trade House, Mead Avenue, Yeovil, BA22 8RT

Reg No. 3006378  Registered in England  Vat No: 232 5555 75

Telephone: 03330 112 112  24 hours a day 7 days a week  Online: www.screwfix.com

Full terms and conditions can be found at www.screwfix.com/termsandconditions



Payments
 Actual 

2021-2022 
 Budget 

2022-2023 
 Actual 

2022-2023 
Budget 

2023-2024
Actual          

2023-24
Budget 

2024-2025

Actual        
to date       

2024-2025
Budget 

2025-2026

Administration
Insurance 207.48               215.00            362.26            362.26            398.15            400.00              409.76 430.00
Audit Fees 66.00                 88.00              125.00            100.00            85.00              100.00              92.00 110.00

PAYE admin 120.00               120.00            120.00            130.00            120.00            130.00              20.00                      -
NALC Membership 110.31               115.00            113.62            120.00            136.35            143.92              143.92 160.00
Memberships 103.00               75.00              -                  -                  -                  -                    77.00                  80.00
Website 25.00                 25.00              -                  25.00              50.00              25.00                25.00 200.00
Hire of Jubilee Hall -                     160.00            -                  160.00            -                  160.00              -                      120.00
Clerk's Salary Inc. HMRC 3,273.13            3,566.93         3,532.95         3,800.00         3,725.80         4,082.00           2,723.09 4,245.00
Office Expenses 161.30               80.00              26.13              80.00              12.70              80.00                38.38 60.00
Broadband Expenses -                     160.00            20.00              60.00              40.00              60.00                50.00 60.00
Travel Expenses 41.40                 70.00              63.45              100.00            76.50              120.00              99.90 100.00
Training Courses 129.00               200.00            250.00            120.00            60.00              120.00              65.00                  120.00
Councillor's Expenses -                     -                  -                  -                  -                       -                    -                                           -
Dog Bin Emptying -                     110.00            110.60            200.00            234.47            400.00              135.00 400.00
Information Commissioner 35.00                 35.00              35.00              35.00              35.00              35.00                35.00                  35.00
Bank Charges 72.00                 72.00              72.00              72.00              72.00              72.00                53.40 72.00
APM / Event Refreshments -                     124.00            0.75                 50.00              -                  50.00                -                      50.00

Maintenance
Village Maintenance 801.77               200.00            -                  100.00            -                  100.00              -                      100.00

Other
Other 50.00              -                  100.00            -                  100.00              -                      100.00
VAT reclaimed 221.83               178.49            -                       

Sub Total - Recurring Expenditure 5,367.22            5,465.93         5,010.25         5,614.26         5,045.97         6,177.92           3,967.45             6,442.00           
Other/Contingency
Jubilee - 250.00            450.00            -                  -                      
Website
Sub Total - Other/Contingency -                     250.00            450.00            -                  

Grants 900.00            1,000.00         1,000.00           
PCC Grass Cutting 500.00               500.00            500.00 500.00
Jubilee Hall 400.00               -                  500.00            400.00            400.00
Pigeon Post - -                  100.00            100.00
Youth Club - -                  130.00 130.00
Warm Welcome 100.00
Car parking Harleston (Section 137) 100.00               100.00            100.00            100.00            100.00            100.00              100.00
Sub Total - Grants 1,000.00            1,000.00         1,100.00         1,100.00         600.00            1,100.00           630.00                1,330.00
Grand Total 6,367.22            6,715.93         6,560.25         6,714.26         5,645.97         7,277.92           4,597.45 7,772.00           

Starston Parish Council
BUDGET



ASSET Date Purchased Cost Insurance Value

Asset Totals end of 2023-24 £10,367.66 £11,749.24

Assets Purchased 2024-25

Bench for Bus Stop Nov-24 £72.32 £72.32

Assets Added 2024-25

Hedge on the Street, Starston - - -

Assets 2024-25

HP 15S - EQ 1516SA Laptop 18/12/2020 £445.00 £445.00

The Clerks' Manual 2019 23/03/2021 £52.30 £52.30

HP Deskjet 2710 Injet Printer - white 25/03/2021 £39.00 £39.00

Starston Village Sign 2008 £2,833.00 £4,149.00

Land on which sign stands N/A - -

Parish Council Notice Board No record No record Too low for insurance purposes

Village Footpath Map & Board 01/11/2010 £243.00 £243.00

Grit Bin 01/01/2011 £183.00 £183.00

Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign 30/06/2014 £3,289.00 £3,289.00

Data Recorder for Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign Jun-15 £420.00 £350.00

Fencing No record £1,000.00 £1,170.00

Laptop Jul-16 £329.00 £329.00

Grit Bin (Wood Lane) Dec-17 £85.90 £85.90

Pathway along The Street N/A - -

Slimline wall mounted lockable waterproof mailbox – Jubilee Hall 21/01/2019 £21.95 £21.95

Vankyo Projector 01/04/2021 £99.99 £83.32

Grit Bin (Clintergate) 05/11/2021 £106.52 £88.77

Quiet Lanes Posts, Low Road (SNDC) 02/05/2023 £1,220.00 £1,220.00

Sub Total £10,367.66 £11,749.24

Assets removed from the asset register 2024-25:

Quiet Lanes Posts, Low Road (SNDC) 02/05/2023 £1,220.00 £1,220.00

Asset Totals end of 2024-25 £9,219.98 £10,601.56

Starston Parish Council

Asset Register 2024-25



15/01/2025

1/2

Subject: Norwich Western Link project update
From: "Norwich Western Link" <news@newsupdate.norfolk.gov.uk>
Sent: 03/12/2024 12:02:25
To: starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk;
 

Norwich Western Link project update

Dear Sir/Madam,
 
My Cabinet colleagues and I met yesterday to consider the update report on the Norwich
Western Link, which I wrote to make you aware of last month.  
 
The report provided details on a significant impediment we are now facing to delivering this
much-needed project. This came about following the publication of updated guidance on
barbastelle bats which was published by Natural England in March this year, days before our
planning application was due to be published.
 
We’re keen to resolve the issue and achieve a good outcome for the people and businesses
of Norfolk, particularly those who are impacted every day by the traffic congestion and rat-
running on roads and in communities to the west of Norwich.
 
We have written to Natural England and government Ministers about this and are awaiting
responses. It is increasingly clear that government action will be required to resolve this.
 
I can confirm my Cabinet colleagues and I approved all the recommendations in the Cabinet
report, which will see a further report brought back once we have had responses to our
letters to Natural England and the Government, and once we know the outcome of the
Government’s spending review of transport schemes.
 
There is a fundamental problem with a system that allows years of hard work on a
government-backed project to be thrown into doubt by an update to guidance that comes into
effect immediately – guidance that we could not have taken into account before it was
published.
 
We will keep pushing the Government to get this resolved positively for Norfolk and I hope
we will be able to provide a further update soon.
 
Best wishes,
 
Graham

mailto:news@newsupdate.norfolk.gov.uk
mailto:starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk
https://newsupdate.norfolk.gov.uk/c/AQiE3RUQnPYVGIuLmy4gvr-xA5qlBWKR4AYrie3ZXBpgCQYAda7WEm2vUjzZ2L9xm36z
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Graham
 
Cllr Graham Plant
Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Infrastructure
Norfolk County Council
 
Link to cabinet report:
https://norfolkcc.cmis.uk.com/norfolkcc/CalendarofMeetings/tabid/128/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/
mid/496/Meeting/2159/Committee/169/Default.aspx
 
If you wish to contact the Norwich Western Link project team, please email
norwichwesternlink@norfolk.gov.uk

© Norfolk County Council, all rights reserved
Contact  |  Privacy
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mailto:norwichwesternlink@norfolk.gov.uk
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https://newsupdate.norfolk.gov.uk/uns/AQiE3RUQnPYVGIuLmy52txGY3AL62gD4bB4-fdV6S0TMttpX_ICzasYc3187Ow
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housing of the right type, when it is built in the right places
in the right quantity, but criticise plans to reintroduce
compulsory housing targets, a policy that did not work in
the past and created huge land banks. 

We ask for a requirement for the phasing of site
development to be included in a revised NPPF. 1.17 million
land banked plots (*) across more than 5,800 sites in Britain
should be built out before any new sites are allocated.
CPRE Norfolk has argued consistently for the phasing of
housing, a policy supported by 161 parish and town councils
in Norfolk. 

Our response also stresses the need for a ‘Brownfield
First’ approach and the prioritisation of social rented
housing provision which could be enabled in villages
through the creation of small-scale rural exception sites.
The linking of affordable housing provision to the building
of market

Norfolk Voice
Newsletter | Autumn | 2024

Politicians regularly complain that the planning
system is an impediment to economic growth. This
view was often expressed by members of the
previous government and has been adopted as a
mantra by the current Labour administration who
boast that the: “Planning and Infrastructure Bill
represents a bold step towards addressing the
UK’s housing crisis and infrastructure needs” and
that “Reforms to the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) aim to greatly accelerate
construction”. In essence the Bill aims to simplify
and speed up the planning process, and in so
doing it creates a number of threats to the
countryside and weakens the say that local
communities have in decision making. 

Planning - In The Balance

Continued overleaf

By David Hook, Chair, Vision for Norfolk

In CPRE Norfolk’s consultation response to the proposed
changes to the NPPF, we stress our support for new



Chairs Note

Continued from page 1

You will find this issue brimming with news of the
work we have been doing. Practical steps to tackle
local flooding, how we see our new government
dealing with the many countryside challenges, an
update on key local issues, Norfolk Walks and the
Great Chalk Way, as well as a message from our
outgoing President. 

The one thing we strive to achieve is a balance between the
needs of our Norfolk communities, the pressures from
economic growth, the necessity for green clean energy,
optimising the benefits of the countryside and its tranquilly
for all, and last, and certainly not least, as an agricultural
county ensuring we can produce food alongside caring for
the environment. 
 
It is all too easy to be seen as a naysayer when commenting
on any proposal, but we always seek to give reasons and
alternatives. Some things will always be a balance. Take
housing as an example. Social housing delivery is so far
behind need that in this area there is indeed a crisis. So
change has to happen, and we are lobbying for the right
housing, in the right quantities and in the right places.
Communities are waking up to the huge damage energy
schemes can cause once they are subjected to the massive
works involved, and yet we must utilise the non-polluting
free resources of wind, tide and sun. Again, we have
proposed ways in which we can protect the countryside
and still be a green energy leading county. And, both
housing and energy schemes have a direct knock on to
agricultural land available for food production. Our food
security is at an all time low, and yet government support 

housing has failed to provide communities in Norfolk with
genuinely affordable homes. We also ask for policies to
increase occupancy rates in holiday homes and second
properties and for the regeneration of inner cities by
encouraging the conversion of redundant office and retail
space into residential usage. 

The full CPRE Norfolk consultation response is available to
view on our website. It includes a plea for a “Renewables
Done Well” approach that allows local communities to have a
meaningful say in the decision making process for solar and
wind energy provision. The countryside does not need to be
sacrificed in the pursuit of net zero. 

schemes are not delivering for farmers. We will have to see
what the Autumn budget brings.  

For me the challenge is illustrated elsewhere in the UK. For
example, the approvals given for the large-scale solar
farms on prime agricultural land. Why not put that solar on
rooftops and ensure all new buildings have energy
generation as part of the build process. Another is the
Scottish scheme for a satellite launch site. Huge sums of
money are being spent on creating a floating access
roadway to protect the peat bogs it needs to traverse. This
is excellent, and yet pollution from every launch will do
untold - and as yet unknown - further damage to our
fragile ecosphere. We can even bring this thinking to
housing in Norfolk. Why seek to set targets for vast
quantities of new market housing, on land that needs to be
protected for food security, when the crisis is in the social
housing sector is simply not being addressed. It is time for
more joined up thinking. 

I know that sometimes arguments are difficult to sustain
when there is a cost-of-living crisis. But our future
prosperity, in all things, not just money, depends on the
right investments being made. We will continue to
champion the issues of rural deprivation alongside
lobbying for schemes that deliver, without damaging the
environment, countryside and landscapes. So, we are not
here to stop progress, but just to try to steer it in the right
direction and will continue to lobby decision makers
accordingly. 
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Chris Dady
Chair, CPRE Norfolk

Planning should be about balanced decision making in
which the likely impacts of a development proposal are
given a fair hearing. Unfortunately, it is increasingly
regarded as a means of facilitating development. It is very
regrettable that the party that created the planning system
via the 1947 Town and Country Planning Act, is currently
involved in a revision of policy that will erode the
protection afforded to the countryside in the mistaken
belief that this is necessary to “kick start” economic
growth. 
 
(*) Source - Competition and Markets Authority November 2023
Report 



At CPRE Norfolk, we’re always excited to share
opportunities that connect our members with
the great outdoors and the beautiful
landscapes of our region. One such
opportunity is the launch of the Great Chalk
Way - a magnificent coast-to-coast walking and
riding route that spans approximately 400 miles
across southern England, from Dorset to
Norfolk.  

The Great Chalk Way links several established long-distance
paths and two National Trails, traversing a chalk ridge that
includes the Wessex Ridgeway, Cranborne Droves Way,
Sarsen Way, Ridgeway National Trail, the Icknield Way, and
the Peddars Way National Trail. Whether you’re an
experienced walker or someone who enjoys exploring new
landscapes, this route offers an unparalleled opportunity to
experience the beauty and diversity of southern England. 

We are pleased that CPRE President, Mary-Ann Ochota,
who as well as being a renowned author is a Ridgeway
National Trail Patron, agreed to launch the Great Chalk Way.
For those interested, more information about the launch
and the Great Chalk Way can be found at
www.greatchalkway.org.uk. 

My Personal Journey with the Great Chalk
Way 

As a new trustee with CPRE Norfolk, this event holds
special significance for me. When I lived in Bedfordshire, I
had the pleasure (and challenge) of walking both the
Icknield Way and the Peddars Way National Trail - two of
the routes that now form part of the Great Chalk Way.

It took time to get fit enough to complete these walks, but
the experience was incredibly rewarding. Now, living near
the River Ouse in Norfolk, I continue to explore the beauty
of the countryside, often accompanied by my dog. Our river
walks are a daily adventure - one that has even led to the
occasional discovery of crab shells during my dog’s
swimming expeditions, with them proudly presented to us
as a prize! 

Norfolk offers an abundance of walking opportunities that
showcase the region’s diverse landscapes and rich
heritage. From the rolling chalk ridges of the Peddars Way
and the expansive vistas of the Norfolk Coast Path to the
tranquil woodland trails of Thetford Forest, there’s
something for every outdoor enthusiast. The Brecks, a
unique region spanning parts of Norfolk and Suffolk, is
particularly notable for its distinctive heathland, sandy soils,
and rich biodiversity, making it a must-visit for those
seeking to explore Norfolk's natural beauty. Whether you
prefer leisurely riverside strolls along the River Ouse or
more challenging treks through the Brecklands’ varied
terrain, Norfolk’s network of footpaths provides endless
possibilities for exploration and discovery. Each walk not
only brings you closer to nature but also connects you with
the region's deep cultural and historical roots, making
Norfolk a walker’s paradise. 

Discover More 

Although this newsletter will arrive after the Great Chalk
Way launch, we encourage you to explore this incredible
route whenever possible. Additionally, keep an eye out for
upcoming articles in our newsletter where we will delve into
some of Norfolk’s fantastic walking routes, including the
Peddars Way, the new Walsingham Way, and the Norfolk
Coast Path. These trails offer endless opportunities to enjoy
the great outdoors and discover the hidden gems of our
region. 

Thank you for your continued support of CPRE Norfolk. We
hope you’re inspired to explore more of the beautiful
landscapes that make Norfolk such a special place. 

Explore the Great
Chalk Way 
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By Lisa Ashbury

http://www.greatchalkway.org.uk/


By Michael Rayner

Norwich to Tilbury is the new name given to the
original East Anglia Green project, which is the
proposed new electricity transmission route
planned by the National Grid, to run from Norwich
Main, just south of Norwich, to Tilbury in Essex via
Bramford substation in Suffolk.

The suggestion is for it to consist of new overhead power
lines running between pylons, along a separate corridor to
the already existing line of overhead cables and pylons just
to the east of the proposed new route. Where it crosses
the Dedham Vale AONB, along with a short section where
it would cross the Waveney valley, underground cabling is
being proposed. 

CPRE Norfolk understands and supports the increasing
need for offshore wind to generate electricity, and for new
legislation to ensure solar panels are placed on south-
facing commercial and domestic properties. It is estimated
there are already 250,000 hectares of south-facing
commercial roof-space which could house solar panels.
These new supplies of electricity will require upgrades and
changes to the existing National Grid, not least through the
introduction on offshore multi-purpose connectors or ring-
mains.  

In addition, it is vital that strategies are introduced urgently
to reduce electricity usage where possible, for example
through better design and use of insulation in new
development, and for retro-fitting of existing housing. 

To have an effective long-term strategy for the power
network it is essential that 1960s lowest-cost solutions like
pylons are not the default setting. Instead, as has been the  

case for all recent East Anglian onshore cabling for offshore
wind companies, underground cabling should be used for
any new National Grid transmission lines. This would help to
ensure less harmful long-term impacts for residents, the
environment, settings of heritage assets, tranquillity and the
countryside. It is encouraging to see that National Grid
acknowledge the value of the landscape, views and
environment of the Dedham Vale AONB, and in the Waveney
valley, but we are very disappointed to see that the rest of
the countryside along the proposed route is not
considered to be valued enough for underground cabling
to be used. 

CPRE Norfolk, CPRE Essex and the Suffolk Preservation
Society commissioned a report by Dr Andy Tickle, an
independent planning and campaign consultant, who has
worked on energy, planning and the environment since
1984. The report aims to shine a light on the inequitable
impacts of the Great Grid Upgrade on East Anglia’s
countryside and communities and call for and secure better
grid planning. It addresses the short-term changes required
to green the Great Grid Upgrade in East Anglia and reflects
on how to put in motion better long-term planning for net
zero. The report had several conclusions, including calling
for a halt on the Norwich to Tilbury scheme. A summary of
the others follows: to consider the need and risk of
overbuild; to deliver better strategic planning; to deliver
enhanced offshore integration for East Anglia; to deliver a
new Great Green Grid via the new Electricity Transmission
Design Principles; to implement a more participative
approach to community engagement; to start a new
national conversation about energy infrastructure, place-
making and the role of planning for net zero. 

The full report titled ‘Greening the Great Grid Upgrade’ was
published in May 2024, and is available on the CPRE Norfolk
website. 

Norwich to Tilbury
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Great Green Grid
The Government urgently needs to take control of
forming a long-term strategy for power distribution, of
which Norwich to Tilbury is one part, but which would
also include all aspects, including offshore multi-purpose
interconnectors and/or Ring Mains, as well as local
power networks for community-led schemes. These
solutions are being pursued for other parts of the Great
Grid Upgrade, but it appears that East Anglia is not
deemed to deserve such consideration. 

While further offshore wind projects come onstream, with
onshore connections to Norwich South or Necton, it will
be difficult to avoid upgrading the existing route to
Essex. 

With more forethought and planning this could and
should have been avoided. With the current situation
being what it is, the best solution for the countryside and
residents would be to use undergrounding of cables as
standard practice, until offshore solutions can be
implemented. 

Photo by Tyler Casey on Unsplash

http://www.cprenorfolk.org.uk/resources/greening_the_great_grid_upgrade/
http://www.cprenorfolk.org.uk/resources/greening_the_great_grid_upgrade/
http://www.cprenorfolk.org.uk/resources/greening_the_great_grid_upgrade/
https://unsplash.com/@tylercaseyprod?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/white-windmill-during-daytime-ficbiwfOPSo?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash


Glimpsing the Future -
A Farewell Presidential
Address
In May 2000, I was approached by Ian Mawson,
at the time the President of CPRE Norfolk, to
take over from him. This was a great honour as
I have long admired this wonderful group of
people. 

During my 30 years in the School of Environmental
Sciences in the University, I taught Environmental Politics
and Countryside Management to over 75 students per
class every year. 

Being President of CPRE Norfolk gave me lots of inside
appreciation of these two entwined subjects. My
wonderful students often commented how alive and
relevant were the topics they explored, particularly with
reference to Norfolk. 

CPRE Norfolk in my view, is one of the great English
county branches. It is full of very knowledgeable trustees
who devote their energies and expertise to the cause of
respecting and enhancing the countryside and its peoples.
During my 24 years I benefited from the wisdom of five
chairs, four administrators, and many great supporting
staff. 

CPRE Norfolk is not just a campaigning organisation. It is a
family and a community of like-minded souls who support
and encourage each other. We are fearless in the cause of
protecting, enhancing and appreciating rurality, and rural
living and enterprise.  

I was very proud to be your President and to play my part
in championing its successes. 
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Photo - Helen Steed

Looking back to the formation of the Campaign for the
Protection of Rural England in 1926, I am struck by how
pertinent our current purposes are in comparison with
these inter war conditions. The early pioneers fought
against ribbon development, championed litter clean up,
battled against ugly and ill-sited hoardings, and encouraged
rural enterprise and cooperation. It is not surprising that
the early activists were planning reformers; the National
Trust, The Commons Preservation Society, the Tidy Britain
Group, and the Women’s Institute. The creation of
greenbelts around many of post war expanding cities held
the countryside together, and offered nearby deep contact
with nature, healthy exercise, and much succour to the new
urban classes. 

This early span marked CPRE as a champion of good
planning, a scourge of poor planning, a thorn in the flesh of
all awkward planning proposals, and a “countryside crier”.
Beauty, heritage, excellence of design, and rural enterprise
bookmarked its triumphs. 

During my tenure I have been mightily impressed by the
dark skies initiatives, the tranquillity requirements, the
constant niggling over the rotten mismanagement of
housing numbers and siting, the championing of local food
provision, of regeneration and of rewilding in agriculture,
and the better layout of the low carbon energy supply
infrastructure and distribution. 

For me one of the great triumphs of CPRE Norfolk has
been its marvellous awards scheme. Over the years highly
experienced judges travelled the county to assess
landscape beauty, nature management, schools’ initiatives,
communal enterprise, commercial commitment to nature
and to excellence in building design, and to overall rural
splendour. The awards have been highly prized by the
participants and their supporters. The county is adorned by
the fruits of these awards, and we are all the better for this. 

Now we face a future of greater challenge to the values
and purposes of CPRE Norfolk.

By Professor Tim O’Riordan



The 2024 annual general meeting was held on Thursday,
27th June in the Weston Room of Norwich Cathedral. The
evening gave members an opportunity to meet and listen
to Chair, Chris Dady’s reflections on the previous year
and on some of the challenges facing the Norfolk
countryside.

The annual lecture ‘Building on Our Achievements as Our
Centenary Approaches’ was given by retiring President,
Professor Tim O’Riordan. Tim was presented with a gift by
in thanks for all his tremendous work as President of
CPRE Norfolk over the previous 24 years.

judicious undergrounding. All infrastructure schemes
should negotiate with local communities in the round, not
just the noisy elements. Houses on whatever colour “belt”,
should be required to contain seriously decent levels of
affordability, low carbon design and energy consumption,
and freshwater use frugality. Landscapes can be set for
regeneration, for connected nature enhancement, and for
flood avoidance. If we work together there is much to fight
for, when heretofore achievements of this kind were rare
and hard won.  

The essential point here is that if we do not fight for these
purposes and values, we will diminish the environment for
forthcoming generations, witness further alienation and
dismay, despair over the loss of hope and of good
citizenship that a fractured grouping of peoples will
experience, and have failed our marvellous pioneers.

What CPRE Norfolk has always campaigned for are the very
outcomes which will surely strengthen a functioning
democracy and help to prepare everyone for the
betterment of a great county in peace and prosperity. 

These appear as grand words, but we ignore this vision at
the peril of all future young Norfolkers. 

We are destined to strive and thrive. 

CPRE Norfolk 2024 AGM

The incoming government has made it clear that it wishes
to streamline the planning process, take more of the
decision making out of local hands, and place much larger
slice of major and controversial infrastructure into
nationally determined fast track decision procedures.
Furthermore, it is ambivalent over the future of the farmed
landscape, almost silent on localising food production, and
indecisive over the funding of critical aspects of the
countryside for strengthening health and citizens’
wellbeing.

CPRE Norfolk will have to be on its toes. There is a vital
need to express the strength of the original purposes of
the charity, but to set these into a healthy negotiating
process that is both strong and flexible. Big struggles lie
ahead. There will be battles over the character of the
greenbelt: lots of low carbon energy projects will arise in
rural areas. Solar farms, onshore wind schemes and
pylons to speed the renewables energy revolution will
disfigure much loved landscapes.  

If we continue to build on our values and purposes, we
will place the wellbeing of people, enterprise and nature at
the heart of this marvellous rural county. We will have to
be even bolder; we will have to explain ourselves more;
we will need to attract more members and volunteers; and
we will inevitably have to form new alliances with our
many friends in the countryside movement. 

Here is a great opportunity for CPRE Norfolk. We can
carefully and strategically pick and choose. If overhead
pylons are forced on us, we should bargain for the most
cherished parts of their routeways to be safeguarded by 

Professor Tim O’Riordan receiving his retirement gift from Chair, Chris Dady
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Water, Water,
Everywhere!

Remembering
Rosemary Bryan

CPRE Norfolk held a conference attended by
farmers, parish councils and many others in
Dereham in May this year. The focus was,
through expert speakers, to highlight the
practical steps that landowners and
communities can take to help prevent flooding
in their neighbourhoods.  

CPRE Norfolk was very sad to learn of the passing of
former trustee and member, Rosemary Bryan at the age
of 91.

Rosemary was a dedicated member of CPRE Norfolk for
over 20 years and served as a trustee and planning
caseworker.

We would like to offer our condolences to all who knew
Rosemary.

One of the keynotes presentations was by the
Environment Agency on the work they have done in
Hempnall to create a flood management plan, working with
the parish council and local landowners. We also looked at
the planning framework as well as the landowner's
perspective.   
 
There were unexpected floods on the day of the
conference, and after the dry weather this summer we will
be at risk once again this autumn should we experience
the far too common ‘exceptional’ storm events. If you are
concerned, this is an issue to discuss locally with your
parish councils.  
 
If you missed the conference and are interested in finding
out steps that can be taken, and how to go about them, as
well as how to request a copy of our Flood Management
Toolkit and guidance from the Environment Agency, visit
the CPRE Norfolk website. Our Toolkit is still in the
development stage, as we want to improve it based on the
direct experiences of all involved – your feedback will be
appreciated. 

On a glorious Sunday in June CPRE Norfolk was lucky
enough to be invited to host an open day at the Bishop of
Norwich’s beautiful gardens. Thank you to all our wonderful
members who supported us by volunteering or coming
along, taking part in talks and most enjoyably, by baking,
buying and eating the delicious cakes! With over 300
visitors, the day was a great fund and awareness raising
success, not to mention a lot of fun, so thank you all.
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Photo by Tschernjawski Sergej on Unsplash

Thank You

SAVE THE DATE!
We are thrilled to announce that on Saturday, 10th May 2025
the incredible Sine Nomine Norwich choir have agreed to
hold a fundraising performance for CPRE Norfolk in the
stunning St Peter Mancroft church in Norwich. The
performance will be preceded by our annual general
meeting.

Further details regarding timings and booking will follow,
but please make sure you have this date saved in your
diaries for what will undoubtably be a fabulous evening
together.

https://www.cprenorfolk.org.uk/news/conference-success-solutions-to-local-flooding/
https://unsplash.com/@mrt1987?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/red-poppy-flower-in-bloom-during-daytime-1162_2OUhtQ?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://sinenominenorwich.wordpress.com/
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At CPRE Norfolk, we are deeply grateful for the passion and
dedication of our members, volunteers, and supporters. It’s
your commitment that enables us to protect and enhance
the beautiful Norfolk countryside. As we plan, we invite you
to explore the many ways you can contribute, whether
through volunteering, supporting our campaigns, or
considering a legacy gift during Free Will Writing Month this
October. 

The Norfolk countryside is a precious asset that needs our
collective care. Our volunteers are at the heart of our work,
whether they're helping with local clean-ups, assisting with
educational programs, or providing vital administrative and
trustee support. Every hour contributed is invaluable and
helps ensure that our rural landscapes are preserved for
future generations. 

Volunteering with CPRE Norfolk isn’t just a chance to give
back, it’s an opportunity to become a front-line champion
for the landscapes we all love. Whether you’re passionate
about conservation, community engagement, or advocacy,
your time and skills can make a tangible difference. Join us
in our mission to preserve Norfolk’s countryside - become
an active guardian of its future. Your involvement today will
shape the environment we leave for tomorrow.

Supporting Norfolk's
Countryside

Join in:
cprenorfolk.org.uk

The Importance of People and
Volunteering 

 Volunteer Your Time - Join our dedicated community of
volunteers and play an active role in protecting
Norfolk’s countryside. Whether you can contribute a
few hours or more regularly, your involvement will have
a lasting impact. 

1.

 Consider a Legacy Gift - During Free Will Writing
Month in October, take the opportunity to create or
update your will. By including CPRE Norfolk, you ensure
that your legacy helps secure the future of Norfolk's
natural beauty. 

2.

 Spread the Word - Encourage friends and family to join
our cause, either as members, volunteers or by
considering a legacy gift. The more people we have on
board, the stronger our collective impact will be. 

3.

At CPRE Norfolk, we believe in the power of people to
make a difference. Whether through volunteering or legacy
giving, your support is essential to our work. Together, we
can ensure that Norfolk’s countryside remains a place of
beauty and tranquillity for everyone to enjoy, both now and
in the future. 

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to CPRE Norfolk.
Your involvement, in whatever form it takes, truly makes a
difference. 

How You Can Get Involved 



From: Society of Local Council Clerks <membership@e.slcc.co.uk> 

Date: Thu, 19 Dec 2024 at 10:00 

Subject: ‘Strengthening the Standards and Conduct Framework for Local Authorities 

in England’ Government Consultation 

To: clerk.greatmoultonpc@gmail.com <clerk.greatmoultonpc@gmail.com> 

 

 

  

Dear Libby 
 

Government Consultation: ‘Strengthening The Standards and Conduct 
Framework For Local Authorities in England’ 
 

The government is seeking views on proposals 
to introduce measures to strengthen the 
standards and conduct regime for local 
authorities in England. The proposals being 
consulted upon include: 

 

  

• The introduction of a mandatory minimum code of conduct for local 
authorities in England 

• A requirement that all principal authorities convene formal standards 
committees to make decisions on code of conduct breaches, and publish 
the outcomes of all formal investigations 

• The introduction of the power for all local authorities (including combined 
authorities) to suspend councillors or mayors found in serious breach of 
their code of conduct and, as appropriate, interim suspension for the most 
serious and complex cases that may involve police investigations 

• A new category of disqualification for gross misconduct and those subject 
to a sanction of suspension more than once in a 5-year period 

• A role for a national body to deal with appeals 

SLCC will be making a response to this consultation by the deadline of 26 
February 2025. Any members of SLCC who want to comment or provide 
information in support of our response should email these to Michael King, Head 
of Policy & External Communications, michael.king@slcc.co.uk by 12 February 
2025. 

Clerks and their councils are encouraged to make their own response to the 
consultation document. 
 

Access the consultation here  

 

mailto:membership@e.slcc.co.uk
mailto:clerk.greatmoultonpc@gmail.com
mailto:clerk.greatmoultonpc@gmail.com
mailto:michael.king@slcc.co.uk
https://clicks.slcc.co.uk/email/S-30875@955848@VAxCbKAHJgpPXeDiuHHG59cFqL5ALlNubZWcO8DMlYU.@
https://clicks.slcc.co.uk/email/S-30875@955846@VAxCbKAHJgpPXeDiuHHG59cFqL5ALlNubZWcO8DMlYU.@


Sincerely, 
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