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Village Diary

Saturday 15th November 7-30 pm
French Evening in the Jubilee Hall- see page 17

Saturday 22nd November 10am -12.30pm
St Margaret’s Christmas Fayre- Jubilee Hall- see page 22

Tuesday 25th November 7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting—Jubilee Hall

Sundays 14th & 21st December 6pm
Carol Service Christingle—both @ St Margaret’s

Early January 2015 - Date t.b.a. 7-30 pm
Parish Council Meeting - Jubilee Hall

‘Want to book the Jubilee Hall? At Any Time
Ring Joy or Bryan Hanner 853200 or 853509

~ - Let us know of anything happening in the village for this Diary page

- Smart phone bar codes above: left Village Web, right Facebook Page

~ - Personal adverts and events are free so long as they are not for personal profit

Copy Date for December edition:
Wednesday 12th November

Pigeon Post and Information about Starston can also be found on-line
www.starstonvillage.co.uk
Or like us on Facebook http://facebook.com/starstonvillagenorfolk
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CHRIS CLARKE
OIL BOILER SERVICES

« Servicing » Commissioning
+ Oil Tanks + Breakdown Repairs

01508 536573

| BREEVE POULTRY
BROOK FARM, STARSTON
Quality Poultry & Game

Turkeys, Chickens, Geese
Duck and Game.
Order now with confidence

SIGNS, BANNERS &
VEHICLE GRAPHICS

0791 2 146619 01379 853583
Registered
p Mon 9am-1pm SINDALLS
é , 2pm-5pm ANTIQUE & MODERN
e f 5 6pm-8pm
}? y Tues 9am-1pm EURNIFURE
Barbers 2pm-Spm 14 London Road, Harleston
Wed 9am-1
for “ om-som || 01379853720 (24 hr phone/fax)
HMen Thurs closed 9amto 5 pm
7a Bullock Fair Close Fri 9am-Ipm Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Harleston 2pm-6.30pm 2
IP20 9AT Sat 8am-12.30pm Saturdays
| pay cash for antiques and good
quality modem furniture and
L 01379 854047 il
4 — A
www.dissigns.co.uk ACORN TREES

DISS 01379 740606

Tree Surgery

Crown reductions, precise dismantling,
dead wooding, hedge management,
felling, gardening work, planting and

fencing.

Established over 15 years.
For a professional insured service
contact Adam on:

01379 588122 or 07776 235006

Orchard Cottage, Mill Lane, Weybread.
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Around and About the Village

A very big WELCOME to
Toby & Suzanne Higginson who have
moved into Dairy Farm.

Cinema In Harleston

The film for November to be shown at the
Archbishop Sancroft School, Harleston is
‘Chef” (15) is a feel-good comedy with a
sharp funny script. Starring Robert
Downey Jnr, Scarlett Johansson and
Dustin Hoffman.

Date: Friday 14" November 2014Doors
open at 6.45pm, f ilm starts at 7.30pm.
Entry is £4. To book seats, please
telephone Harleston Information Plus on
01379 851917 — you pay on the door.

Harleston Fireworks Spectacular
Friday 7th November

Harleston Fireworks Spectacular
(organised by Harleston Lions and
Harleston Magpies Hockey Club) at the
Hockey Club, Weybread (IP21 5UF).
Gates open 6.00 pm

Needham Village Hall

Art and Craft

If you paint/draw or do any craft, we
welcome new members. Come and give
us a look. We meet on Wednesday
afternoons 2.00 - 4.00 pm.

Look forward to seeing you.

Jenny: 01379 608116.

Pennoyers Fourth Annual
Beer Festival

Friday 28th Nov 6-11pm
Saturday 29th 11am - 11pm
Sunday 30th 12 - 3pm

A great weekend promised with
best local micro breweries plus
guest beers, cider and wine. Café
open serving hot drinks, beef
hotpot and veggie chilli.

All welcome and free entry

Dates for your diary

Starston Annual Carol Service
December 14th 6 p.m.

Starston Christingle
December 21st 6 p.m.

The one "not to be missed" event:

New Year Jan 1st 2015 (an event almost
unique to Starston) Meet and Mardle, an
informal meeting in church (no service) to
greet 2015. The usual refreshments, to
include mulled wine. Bells at noon, Meet
& Mardle 12.30. All welcome, bring the
littl'ys.
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Rosedale

FUNERAL HOME

The Rosedale

Funeral Plan
enables you to
select and pay
for the

BEREAVEMENT
SUPPORT GROUP

L
ADVICE ON
FUNERAL GRANTS

@(ﬁmmd i}‘uid[t

KATIE CLEANER

Friendly, honest, reliable and thorough.
Can provide a one off 'Spring Clean'
or a weekly or fortnightly Maintenance

Clean.

| enjoy being of service and | can adapt
to meet your particular requirements.

References available. Will meet and
discuss without obligation.

Phone Katie: 07535 702793

(Robinsons

TRADITIONAL STATIONERS

Your local, independently

arrangements
of your choice
at today’s Rosedale House
! rices 63 Victoria Rd, Diss
B 01379
640810
} A family | 12a Upper Olland St
» business Bungay
— we believe 01986
it makes a
difference 892790
Advertise with

Pigeon Post

Reaching parts other
birds and magazines can
only dream of..!

owned and managed
stationers and copy shop

Open Monday to Saturday 9am till 5Spm

28a The Thoroughfare, Harleston IP20 9AU
01379 855027

SPECIA
Oil, Ga
Boiler Maintenance, Breakdo

Tel: 01379 898574

E&D Boiler Maintenance Ltd 49

Upper Church Farm, Finningham Road, Rickinghall, Suffolk, IP22 1LP

All makes covered including:
Worcester Bosch, Boulter Camray, HRM Wallstar, Vaillant, Baxi.

Boiler insurance, annual maintenance reminders and controls work.

edbollers@tlntemot.eonl:
www.boilerrepairsuffolk.co.u

LISTS IN
s & LPG
wns, Repairs and Installations.

Mob: 07771 880525
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Notes from the Editor

Pigeon Post this month seems to be
gearing up towards the dreaded ‘C’
word...only dreaded due to the hype I
hasten to add. As shops are already
filling their shelves with stock and some
presents already bought (of which I am
one of the guilty parties!) I thought |
would enlighten you with some fun and
random trivia about the seasonal period.

Norwegian scientists have

hypothesized that Rudolph’s red nose is
probably the result of a parasitic infection
of his respiratory system.

According to the Guinness world records,
the tallest Christmas tree ever cut was a
221-foot Douglas Fir that was displayed
in 1950 at the Northgate Shopping Centre
in Seattle, Washington.

Mistletoe is from the Anglo-Saxon word
misteltan which means ‘little dung twig’
because the plant spreads through bird
droppings.

The first person to decorate a Christmas
tree was reportedly the Protestant
reformer Martin Luther. According to
legend, he was so moved by the beauty of
the stars through the braches of a fir tree,
he brought home and evergreen and
decorated it with candles.

In Poland, spiders or spiders webs are
common Christmas trees decorations
because according to legend, a spider
wove a blanket for Baby Jesus. In fact,
Polish people consider spiders to be
symbols of goodness and prosperity at
Christmas.

Christmas purchases account for 1/6 of
all retail sales in the US

Emily

Jubilee Hall AGM

The AGM of the Starston Jubilee Hall was held on 29" September
with Bryan Hanner in the chair. Another successful year was reported,
both in respect of bookings & event and of finances. The 100 club,
run by John Formston, continues to be of great support to the latter.
Although generally well maintained, future work on the hall would be
inevitable and various projects were discussed. Peter Grimble re-
ported on the Glebe Meadow, which like the hall continues to be a
successful addition to the village. See page 18.

Look out for forthcoming events in the Hall and on the Meadow,
plenty are planned and will be advertised in Pigeon Post and on the

Diary Page of the website.
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Volunteer Drivers Needed

Would you be willing to take Starston
residents to hospital appointments? If
yes, please read on........

The Who Cares? survey conducted in
August 2014 by Starston Church
identified transport for elderly or
immobile residents as an issue for a
number of households in the village. As
a Starston volunteer driver, you could
find yourself driving a neighbour to
hospital, guiding them to where their
outpatient clinic is, waiting while they
attend their appointment and then bring-
ing them safely back to their home.
(Note: Borderhoppa does not go to the
Norfolk & Norwich Hospital).

BACT (a local community transport non-
profit making organisation based in
Bungay), are willing to extend their
service to cover Starston, providing there
are volunteers from the village who are
willing to be drivers. BACT provide
transport for elderly, mobility impaired
and rurally isolated people (watch a

video about BACT on J)

Volunteer drivers decide how much
driving they want to do, when and how
far. A mileage allowance is provided.

Drivers must have a road worthy car,
comprehensive insurance and breakdown
cover and be medically fit to drive and
assist passengers. They will be required
to undertake some basic administration,
training and collect money from passen-
gers. As part of the enrolment process,
you will go out with a qualified advanced
driver who will assess you and give guid-
ance on your driving for passenger com-
fort and safety.

As you would expect, all volunteer
drivers are asked to provide references,
have a current driving licence and be
prepared to have a DBS (disclosure
barring service) check. This is because
many passengers will be vulnerable and
need the reassurance that, when a driver
is provided via BACT, he or she is totally
reliable. Please note that the majority of
insurance companies will extend a
driver’s cover to include voluntary driv-
ing of this nature without a premium in-
crease.

People using the service pay a fixed price
per mile, but it costs a lot less than
paying for a taxi. In addition, there is no
administration charge to be paid by
passengers, as levied by some charities
providing volunteer community drivers.

So, if you have some time available and a
desire to help others in Starston, please
contact Ann Leitch (07747 758308) in
the first instance, who can provide further
information.
Thinking of Volunteering? - You can
make a difference!

For a number of years Starston was part
of the Pulham Car Scheme. It did exactly
what is proposed in the new plan. It was
unfortunate that it was not used enough
to make it a viable proposition. | used to
drive for the project. A few Starston
people did take up the offer and | think
were pleased with the service. | hope
this new venture succeeds, it would be a
real asset, but it will only do so if people
use it- so please do!

Sue M



http://www.bbact.co.uk
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Harleston U3A News

In addition to offering the opportunity to join any (or all) of the current interest
groups, U3A members also receive the national magazine, “Third Ages Matters” four
times a year. The magazine included a list of fifty subject advisors who can help
anyone starting a new group and who will advise on problems in existing groups.
Recently Stella Brownsea of our newly formed “Singing For Fun” was effusive in her
praise of the help given by the advisor for “Music — Singing and Playing”. The
publication opens a window onto the activities of other U3As nationwide. Travel
opportunities seem to be on the increase at home and abroad. A sample of destina-
tions covered in the Autumn 2014 edition includes: the Sheffield Croquet group’s
visit to Corfu, The Ems Valley Wine Appreciation group’s trip to Burgundy and
Dorking U3A’s Spanish intermediate conversation group’s holiday in Northern Spain
spent with UNATE which is the Spanish equivalent of U3A. What could enhance the
U3A experience here in Harleston? Interest has been expressed in starting a group for
basic Spanish (leader needed) and in having an “Events” organiser for trips to places
of interest. Visit our website at u3asites.org.uk/harleston or contact either Judith on
01379 852123 or Kim on 01986 788149 for further information.

P06

Plumbing & Heating

4 All general plumbing work carried out,
¢ Dripping taps to bathroom installations,
s Heating systems and upgrades,
sWater softeners supplied and installed,
4 Power flushing,
4 0il servicing, breakdown and installation work undertaken

Friendly Service & Free Quotations
Ring Paul

(01508) 532671 0or 07879 414197

www.nor folkandsuffolkplumbingandheating.co.uk
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Notes from a Travelling Gardener

I am a sucker for botanic gardens and
such like. Given a choice between
visiting a winery and going to the
Leaning Pine Arboretum at the California
Polytechnic State University at San Luis
Obispo, half way between San Francisco
and Los Angeles, horticulture won out
over viniculture. So it was that our friend
Cynthia took us to the campus of her
alma mater, where she’d studied
accountancy.

This arboretum has a fine collection of
pines, cedars and junipers but also
features a range of “Mediterranean
species” — the group of plants from
southern Chile, southern California, parts
of South Africa and the countries border-
ing the Mediterranean itself. These areas
share the same sort of climate — hot dry
summers and mild winters with moderate
rainfall. For example Kos has an average
rainfall of 28 inches, all of it falling in
autumn and winter.

But southern California is currently in the
throes of a severe drought. There has
been only 6 inches of rain in the past
twelve months and it shows in the plant
collections. Many of the shrubs and other
perennials were starting to look stressed.
Even the rosemarys, thymes and oreg-
anos in the herb garden were looking
pretty sorry for themselves. The plants
that were surviving best were the ones
from the local flora, the manzanitas and
buck wheats.

Even these plants haven’t the sort of
adaptations displayed by the ones in a
“botanic garden” which I visited a few
days later when we stayed at The Sierra
Vista Motel in the tiny community of
Congress, Arizona. The motel’s owner,

Cindy, has planted the periphery of her
property with species from the Mojave
and Sonoran deserts, all able to withstand
very high temperatures and very low
rainfall. For instance the agaves have
fleshy leaves which store water and in
addition their waxy surfaces reflect the
sun’s rays, helping to keep the plant cool.
In the prickly pear the leaves have been
reduced to spines to reduce water loss.
All these adaptations are described in the
information sheets, sourced from the
Internet, which Cindy has displayed in
front of many of the plants, as you can
see in the picture of the fine agave known
as the century plant. Between the plants
she’s placed large stones typical of the
geology of the deserts — quartz and
volcanic rocks. In the beds in front of the
cabins are small cacti, pebbles and pieces
of dead wood and, just for fun, some pots
of silk flowers.
So within the space of a few days | saw
two very different “botanic gardens”. I
know which one | preferred.

Dee the Gardener
Topical Tip
Never tell a US immigration official that
you are visiting his country to drive from
San Francisco to Savannah. He won't be
able to take the concept on board. Just
say that you’re doing a road trip.




November 2014

Kll

County Council News

People are being asked to comment on
Norfolk County Council’s budget setting.
To have your say please go to the
council’s website at

or look for all details in the next Your
Norfolk magazine.

Norfolk County Council’s parish
partnership scheme for small highway
projects is being repeated again this
autumn (2014) with £200,000 of funding
for highways-related projects to be
carried out next year (2015/16).

Recently | attended the Norfolk
Apprentice Graduation Ceremonies 2014,
where about 100 apprentices received
their qualifications and certificates and
were recognised for their achievements.
For residents and businesses to find out
more about becoming or taking on an
apprentice go to

Norfolk’s new recycling regime started

on October 1%, we can now recycle so
much more. Every household should
have received a sticker that can be stuck
in the lid of your green bin showing all
items including glass, aluminium foils
and trays, plastic food pots, food tubs and
trays, envelopes, shredded paper and
food and drink cartons. If anyone
requires more information about your
new recycling service and for a full list of
recyclables please contact us on

or phone
0800 168 3333
Finally look out for the new toilet block
being installed on the Bugdens Car Park
during November. I’m sure we all
welcome these new facilities for
Harleston.
My next surgery will be at HIP in
Harleston on 13" December 10am
Contact me:
or on 01379 741504 anytime.

Diamo

nd Day

Congratulations
to Betty & lan McKenzie who celebrated
their Diamond Wedding [60 years]

on 2™ Qctober.

Betty & lan, their family & the
congregation celebrated with a very
appetising buffet & cake following the
Harvest Festival service on 5™ October.
The service had begun with a very
special firing of the bells, courtesy of our
accomplished bell ringing team.

Thank You Starston

We would like to thank all of you who
joined in the celebration of our Diamond
Wedding at and after the Harvest Festival
Service at St Margaret's Starston. The
lovely surprise of having the Bells "fired"
60 times and every body joining us
afterwards for a glass of wine and nibbles
and Ruth's magnificent cake. We have
experienced so much love in this village
we came to all those years ago.

Betty and lan



http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/
http://www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/
mailto:martin.wilby@norfolk.gov.uk
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THE CROWN

PULHAM MARKET

We are now open daily
Home cooked food sourced locally
Real Ales on tap
Customers old and new welcome

Do drop in—Jon and Amy (Norfolk folk)
are ready to welcome you

01379676184

info@thecrowninn-pulham.co.uk www.thecrowninn-pulham.co.uk

20% OFF YOUR FIRST FOOD AND DRINK ORDER

WITH THIS ADVERT

(Terms and conditions apply, contact us for more details.)
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In Biblical Proportions

“The amount was in Biblical propor-
tions”, is a phrase we sometimes hear. It
relates to a vast number of things and
comes from the chapters of the Bible
where it talks about 1,000s of people or
animals. Abraham was told his descen-
dants would number as the sand of the
sea. Any churches suggest passages from
the Bible to be read each day and in the
Anglican church the recent daily readings
have been about Solomon building the
temple in Jerusalem, the 1,000s of people
working on it and the vast number of
trees used for the pillars; the amounts of
gold applied to the walls and fittings at
today’s value would have had even
George Osborne amazed.

But Biblical proportions are not just
about numbers of “things” but also about
feelings, emotions, generosity, devotion
and commitment. The Bible is full of
“abundance” being offered to us.

God has never short changed His people
or given them less than their needs.
Sometimes that provision was physical
such as the bread-like Manna when the
Israelites were in the wilderness or the
occasion when there were twelve baskets
of food left over from the feeding of the
five thousand. At other times it was
spiritual such as when Paul said that God
was able to do far more than we could
ask or think. When we come to the end
of our resources the Holy Spirit takes up
our case and pleads on our behalf before
God. When we run out of steam the Holy
Spirit comes alongside us and carries

us - another part of God’s abundant pro-
vision.

Then there is forgiveness which is an
area God excels in. The Psalmist said
that “the Lord is ready to forgive and is
abundant in lovingkindness”. He goes
on to say that God’s thoughts towards us
are vast and too high and wonderful to
understand. In the popular Psalm 23 we
read with delight that his cup is not half
empty or even half full but running over.

The biblical proportions are not only on
God’s side but ours too. Jesus encour-
aged His disciples to “go the extra mile”,
“give them your coat as well” and then
when giving, press and shake it down so
you give a full measure. In the Oak Fur-
niture Land advert at the moment we see
two people who take pride in what they
do. Paul encouraged the Colossian
Christians to work heartily, as unto the
Lord and Jesus reminded the people to
love the Lord your God with all your
heart.

What motivates you in what you do?
What is the one thing that gets you
working really hard and giving your all?
Next time you hear the term “Biblical
proportions” remember that it not only
relates to vast numbers of things but also
to the amazing sights, sounds and aromas
around you which are just a tiny part of
God’s overflowing and measureless gifts
and love for YOU.

John
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The Waveney Valley Railway

Newcomers to Starston are sometimes
surprised to find a road named “Railway
Hill” in a small rural community. “What
railway?” they may well ask. Well, today
there is no railway but there was once
and for a brief period Starston had its
own station.

The Waveney Valley Line was a branch
line running from Tivetshall in Norfolk
to Beccles in Suffolk. It provided ser-
vices to Norwich, Great Yarmouth, Low-
estoft, Ipswich and many other smaller
towns in Suffolk with additional services
to London.

The line was authorised by the Waveney
Valley Railway Act in July 1851. The
line opened in stages, firstly from
Tivetshall to Harleston in December
1855, then to Bungay in November 1860,
and finally to Beccles. When the line was
completed it was incorporated into the
Great Eastern Railway.

Along the route there were stations at
Pulham Market, Pulham St. Mary,
Starston, Harleston, Redenhall,
Homersfield, Earsham, Bungay,
Ditchingham, Ellingham, Geldeston and
Beccles. Many of the villages along the
track of the railway still have a “Station
Road”, apart from Starston with its
“Railway Hill”.

The line ran regular passenger and freight
services daily, except for Sundays. This
was a condition placed on the railway by
landowners in the Starston area who had
to give their consent before the line could
be built. However, Starston and
Redenhall stations were closed in 1866,

only 11 years after the line opened.

During World War 1 troop trains ran
each day with a peak of 8 trains per day
in October 1915. During World War 2
there was a large increase in traffic, this
was due to the airfields and military
establishments built along the line.
Bombs were stored on a bomb dump near
Earsham Hall until, after the war, the
unused bombs were taken away and
disposed of — this continued until 1954,

The Waveney line was closed to
passenger services in January 1953. From
1960 the line was split into sections —
Tivetshall to Harleston and Beccles to
Bungay but even these lines were finally
closed in April 1966 during the
‘Beeching Axe’ and the track was
eventually removed. Some of the last
wagon loads to leave Ditchingham were
sand and gravel from Broome Heath,
used in the construction of Hammersmith
fly-over in west London.

In the early 1980s, many of the
remaining old buildings, including
stations and goods yards, were
demolished to make way for a new road
(the A143). However, in Starston the
station building remains and today is a
private house.

The picture of Starston Station in 1954 is
used by kind permission of the Middleton
Press. (www.middletonpress.co.uk)
Further information can be obtained from
their book Tivetshall to Beccles, part of
the Country Railway Routes series.
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Harleston and District Wives Group

At 16" September meeting, speaker
Roger Walsh’s presentation on the
subject of his voluntary work in Gambia
proved to be informative and highly
entertaining, but also deeply moving.
This desperately poor, smallest of
African counties needs advice and
support in improving education, health
and in managing the environment to
promote sustainable farming. Roger’s
work with birdlife vividly demonstrated
the link between conservation of precious
habitats and long-term benefits for the
people through wise development of
land. Roger showed the everyday life of
the Kartong villagers and expressed his
admiration for a former Norfolk teacher

living there and “working miracles” with
very limited funds. Following the talk,
the audience held a spontaneous
collection realising what a difference a
few extra pounds could make to
disadvantaged fellow human beings.
Possibly the most abiding memory of an
inspired talk is of a team of beaming
young boys dressed in donated football
strips! If anyone reading this can spare
reasonable quality kit, it would give
enormous pleasure to these sports mad
lads and obviously any cash donations
will be welcomed and wisely spent
during the next Gambia trip. The charity
is one of several supported by Harleston
Primary School.

Pennoyer Centre Diary Dates

4th November Cash Prize Bingo

7th November Evening Inn
8th Novemeber Craft Fair
10th November
14th November Film Night—Belle
18th November Buskers Night
19th November Pudding Guild
21st November Quiz Night

Every Monday

Pennoyer’s Lunch Club

Oddballs Knitting Club

6:30 for 7pm
6:30— 11:30pm
10:30-3:30pm
12:30

7:15 for 8pm
7pm

7pm

7 for 7:30pm

1:00-3:00pm
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French Evening

Jubilee Hall, Saturday 15th November

Come and enjoy another of our famous theme evenings. This time you will sample
the gastronomique delights of:

Le Menu
Pain a l'ail (garlic bread) et pate
Boeuf Bourguignon (Bergundy Beef)

Tarte aux pommes de Normandie (Normandy
apple tart)

Assiette de fromages (selection of French
cheeses)

All this for £10 a head PLUS a French theme quiz. Fan-
tastique!
To add to the atmosphere, French theme dress requested but

male or female.
To book your place contact: Bryan or Joy Hanner, John
Formston or Debbie Griffin

Update on The Crown

With 31 public houses closing every week in the UK we are delighted to announce
the re-opening of one of Norfolk’s favourite drinking and eating establishments. The
historic Crown Inn Public House at Pulham Market. A favourite with many over the
Century’s, Jon and Amy the new owners have revamped the place (although it has
lost none of its olde world charm) and have extended the restaurant area to serve the
best of local food, 7 days a week.

Richard Bacon MP performed the official opening of the pub
on Friday 10th October.
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Glebe Meadow

Glebe Meadow has been used
increasingly by villagers this last year,
and by others from Harleston in
particular, enjoying the paths through the
grass on a walking route. It is very
pleasing to see how well the meadow is
used for quiet strolls, picnics and pooh
sticks in the Beck. And also for public
events such as the Dog Show and Teddy
Bears Picnic plus private use for a classic
car rally and a private wedding celebra-
tion.

The Management Group has continued to
maintain the top end, paths and orchard
area by weekly mowing, and this year we
cut and baled the longer grass for hay
using a local farmer/contractor. This is
in accordance with our management plan
to reduce the nutrient status of the
meadow, to inhibit the competitive nature
of the docks and nettles - which we have
also controlled by spraying.

In January and February, volunteers once
again helped to do clearance work on
Glebe Meadow, the hedge and banks of
the Beck, removing debris and clearing
rubbish and weeds. During the winter,
we protected the orchard trees with
netting to deter deer nibbling, and will do
the same this coming winter. One of the
fruit trees was replaced and all 26 trees
have been pruned and are looking
healthy. How to manage the expected
fruit harvest will be an issue for next year
and beyond.

The bee hives were a long term aim for
Glebe Meadow, and although we had
only planned on one hive, a swarm of
around 20,000 bees needed to be

removed from a Starston hedge in April

and was duly collected and transferred to
the meadow where it has since been
residing happily. This we call Hive
1. Hive 2 was a planned purchase of a
nucleus of bees comprising a new queen
and about 5,000 bees. This started well
but in the last couple of months it was
noticed that the queen in residence was
infertile and so only producing
drones. We took specialist advice and
have dismantled Hive 2, which we will
start again next spring. .

We have just heard that we have been
successful in obtaining grants from two
organisations, South Norfolk Council
(Member’s Ward Budget) and the East of
England Co-op, which will help us make
further progress in terms of re-
establishing a second hive next year,
provide bee suits for other adults and
children to encourage wider participation
from Starston, and equipping us with the
necessary kit to enable honey production
from 2015. This should now be possible
without impacting further on Jubilee Hall
funds.

We would love to have wider
involvement from others both in terms of
helping with meadow mowing, other jobs
as and when, and with the bees. Glebe
Meadow is a lovely facility for Starston
people and the Management Group and
Bee Group would welcome more people
becoming actively involved by
‘spreading the load’ in helping with the
meadow or the bees, or any other activity
on Glebe Meadow.

Peter Grimble
Glebe Meadow Management Group
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Sewing Group

This is a new group that will meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday each month.
A friendly informal group for all abilities.

The cost will be £5.00 per session,
including tea/coffee and biscuits.

Bring your current project, start something new or what about that little project hid-
den away in the cupboard that needs finishing!
Sewing machines can be accommodated.

For more details please phone
Linda Savage 07745459163 or
email rose45john@hotmail.com

Starston Sewing Circle

Seeing that a new sewing group is being formed in Starston brought back memories
[funny how life repeats itself]. Many moons ago, before we had a Jubilee Hall and so
-on-and-so-forth the Starston Sewing Circle was formed. I think it must have been in
the 1970/80’s because I seem to remember going along with some very small chil-
dren in tow. | believe it was one of the many projects afoot at the time to raise
money to buy the old cow shed, which in time became the Jubilee Hall, but I could be
mistaken.

Meetings were held at Thurlings, courtesy of Anne Lunn who was the driving force
behind the project if my memory serves me correctly. Many things were going on at
this time, Sewing Circle, Bazaars, Annual Gymkhanas, Starston Festival of Arts and
Crafts- it kept us all out of mischief! As well as producing many items for sale at the
Bazaar, | still have a crochet knee rug, made by Miss Ward, a beautiful quilt was
made and raffled off. And if you attend Starston Church, you may have noticed the
blue hassocks; these were all made by the ladies of the Circle too [in fact that may
have been the origin of the group, if not the impending hall purchase].

As you will have noticed, my memory of the Sewing Circle is a bit cloudy; maybe
you can fill in the gaps, you may even have been a member. If so, please get in
touch.

Linda & ladies, good luck with your new group, | hope you have fun.
Sue Moore



20‘

Pigeon Post

Family Carers in Harleston

Every day 6,000 people take on a new
caring role in the UK. Up and down the
UK there are 6.5 million unpaid carers
for family members and friends. These
people are called ‘carers’ but would
probably say ‘I am just a husband, wife, a
mum, a dad, a son, a daughter, a friend or
good neighbour’.

When people need help with their day-to-
day lives they often turn to family and
friends. They may need help with
anything or everything, from personal
hygiene and domestic help, to money
management.

Most people will be carers at some point
in their lives, and sometimes they need a
little support themselves A group of
family carers in Harleston, helped by
Harleston Information Plus, is offering
support to carers by holding free bi-
monthly meetings that:

. Give access to information and the
right support from the beginning,
and as needed, by working with
professionals that understand the
role of carers. (These profession-
als will attend the group’s meet-
ings in Harleston.)

. Providing a time and space where
carers can talk informally to
o others in a similar situation, share

ideas and experiences.

The group wants carers to get the
information and support they need but, as
carers themselves, understand that
sometimes it is good to have a few
minutes of ‘me time’ so intend to also
have a programme of interesting

activities and entertaining speakers.

Don’t like to leave the person you care
for? You could be eligible for 30 free
hours of professional sitter time each
year under the Norfolk County Council
funded Short Breaks at Short Notice
scheme. For further information call the
Norfolk based Carers Helpline: 0808
8089876

The group’s next meeting is at The
Workhouse, the new cookery/craft school
at 5 Old Market Place Harleston, in
January. Booking is essential either via
the Workhouse website the-
workhouse.co.uk, by calling Harleston
Information Plus on 01379 851920 or
visiting the information centre,

8 Exchange Street, Harleston.

Bill Holland Chair of Harleston Carers
Support Group

Terry Bullock

Window Cleaning
£ 07857 808072

Cleaning windows the traditional way
at homes and businesses in Norfolk
and Suffolk since 1998.

« friendly, reliable,
professional service
 frames and sills always
cleaned
 fascias/gutters &
conservatory roof
cleaning also available

www.terrybullockwindowcleaning.co.uk


http://www.the-workhouse.co.uk/
http://www.the-workhouse.co.uk/
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SEW 50°S

Upper Olland Street, Bungay
NR35 1BG Tel/Fax 01986 896147
Website: www.sews0s.co.uk

14

Over 4,000 Bolts of American fabrics at very
competitive prices, templates, stencils,
quilting notions.

Everything for the patchworker, fabric, threads,
publications and kits.

Workshops and classes - please ring for details

Open 10 - 5pm Monday to Friday
10 - 4pm Saturday

High Class Family Butcher

Supporting local produce
and local businesses

35 The Thoroughfare, Harleston
01379 852235
Also in Diss 01379 642105

www.dabrowne-butchers.co.uk

N

LOCAL AND FAMILY HISTORY ';/
RESEARCH SERVICES 9/

Rosemary Steer 7

Archivist -Historian -Genealogist

Want to know more about your family tree
or the history of your house?

Norfolk, Suffok and online research
Other areas by arrangement
Tel: 01379 854245
Mobile: 07941 473256
Email localfamilyhistoryresearch@hotmail.co.uk

M J PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE and
LANDSCAPING

Patios, driveways, fencing, decorating inte-
rior and exterior, all types of tiling, bath-
rooms, roofing and much more.

Over 10 years experience
Competitive prices and references
available.

For friendly advice and free quotations call
home on 01379 853486 or
mobile 07917 468917 (Justin)
or 07522 978710 (Matthew)

;4A/I/l T lLaxis..

“Getting you to your destination safely,
on time and very competitively priced”

D

O7379 086502

Aivport “Lranshers
Chauffeur Services
Seaters 4, 5, 6, 8

Long or Short Distance
Contract Work Welcomed

www.almtaxis.co.uk

Karl Lugo

Joinery and Carpentry Services

For all your purpose-made joinery and car-
pentry
Windows, doors, units, etc.
Supply and fit

Tel: 01986 782276
Mobile: 07879 477137
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RoughCast Productions

Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar Nov 13th — 29th 2014

“Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears!”

Following the success of their much-
praised Richard 111, RoughCast take their
production of Shakespeare’s classic
political thriller on tour. With their
trademark crystal-clear, fast-paced, story-
telling and sharply delineated characters,
they bring this tale of assassination, in-
trigue and divided loyalties vividly to
life.

Returning victorious to Rome following
civil war and riding a wave of popularity,
is Julius Caesar about to be proclaimed
emperor? Or will Brutus, Cassius and
their fellow conspirators stop him and
preserve Rome’s democracy?

Containing some of Shakespeare’s most
famous lines and most dramatic scenes,
Julius Caesar remains as relevant in the
opening years of the 21* century as it has
ever been.

*******
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Christmas Fayre

Saturday November 22nd in the Jubilee Hall 10-12.30.

Your chance to purchase Christmas goodies and support St Marga-
ret's. All the usual stalls, refreshments and raffle

13 Nov Seagull Theatre, 14 Nov
Garboldisham Village Hall, 15 Nov
Fisher Theatre, 20 Nov Diss Corn Hall,
22 Nov New Cut Arts, 28 Nov Laxfield
Village Hall, 29 Nov St Edmund’s Hall
Hoxne.

All performances start 7.30pm. Tickets
£9/E7

Reservations through theatre box offices
or tel 01379 586745

*******
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This and That

In desperation we recently bought an
alarmingly called ‘pill gun’ from the pet
shop in the hope of avoiding collecting
little pink pills from the back kitchen
floor as we tried to pop them down our
cat’s throat. Sadly, it was not a success.
We followed the instructions: ‘Load the
syringe with a small amount of water (to
help your pet swallow) and place the pill
in its claws’, but
the cat just refused
to hold onto the pill
in its claws. Were
we doing some-
thing wrong?
Rosemary Steer

KThhkkhkrkkkkhkkhkkkkikkikkkkikkikikk

Bell Ringing

I have received an enquiry from a
Starston resident regarding availability of
the church bells for a special occasion.

I can normally have ringers available to
ring for residents special days i.e.
birthdays, wedding anniversaries etc.
providing details are available well in
advance of the celebration.

For details of any costs, just let me have
your request.

The bells are "fired" the number of years
involved if requested.

I look forward to your requests,

contact 853967

Herbert Websdel
Tower Keeper

Note Visitors to ringing chamber are
always welcome "follow you ears”

Harvest Festival

Sunday Oct. 5th a large congregation
enjoyed a typical "Starston" Harvest
service, thanks to the ministry team. The
service was led by Rev. James Roskelly
who thanked all concerned with
decorating the church so beautifully, e
specially the font.

Coupled with the service was a tribute
and celebration of Betty & lan
McKenzie's Diamond wedding anniver-
sary. Fifty of the congregation attended
the luscious harvest supper in the Coach
House, courtesy of Mr & Mrs Julian
Taylor.

A raffle with many prizes and a fun quiz
followed supper.

A big thank you to the Taylor family for
all their hard work in providing a
wonderful venue and organising this
event.

If you did not attend service or supper,
don't miss out next year, it's such a
remarkable gathering.
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WWI Commemoration - An Appeal

Sometime next spring — possibly in May — Starston is planning a
performance in St. Margaret’s Church to commemorate the 1% World War.
The project is in the early stages of planning but will include readings, songs,
music and visual displays. The script will take Starston as its focus — the
effect of the war on a small community such as ours — but will expand
beyond that to illustrate the wider effects on those at home as well as those at
the front.

This appeal is for any material from that time — photos, letters, diaries,
medals, stories that have come down through your family, not just Starston
families, but the relatives of anyone living in Starston today. If you have
anything that could form part of this project then please share them with us
so they can be incorporated into the script.

Please contact Michael Bartlett on 01379 852318 with any material or
suggestions that you may have. Thank you.

Answers to the October (Halloween) Crossword

ACROSS DOWN
1/21. Eye of newt toe of frog | 1. Evil
6. lris 2. Epical
7. Sham 3. Exhume
9. Owl 4. Tomb
10. BMI 5. Sorcery
11. Halloween 8. Witches
14. Rune 12. Axe
17. Mare 13. EIm
19. Pooka 15. Nest
16. Wolf
18. Agog
19. Poe
20. Air




November 2014

K25

November Crossword by Puffin

CLUES ACROSS

Digestive juices in action (6)
An alloy (6)

Is this a sleepy bovine? (9)
A thug has a call outside (4)

. Precipitation (4)

. Assistance, help (3)

. Bank employee relates a story (6)
. Seasonal leap (6)

. Painful sore heats water (6)

. A Jack Russell perhaps (6)

. An eastern ruler does some cooking (3)
. Deciduous fir left outside (4)

. Grizzle (4)

. Gremlin linked with foul fiend (9)
. Stopped (6)

. Aircraft movement (6)

CLUES DOWN

Small round shot (6)

Dubious trader of tickets (4)
Neckband (6)

Norfolk wetlands (6)

Six balls in cricket (4)

Ova and spirit make a drink (6)
Beautifully chested flyer (9)
Gamma, ultra violet or micro (9)

. Female sheep (3)

. Climbing legume (3)

. An off-shoot (6)

. Tousled (6)

. Harvey was a white one (6)

. Little Edward had a tirade (6)
. Consecrated bread (4)

. Flirtatious girl (4)
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Benefice Services in November
9th 16th 23rd
2nd . 30th
. Remembrance 2 before Christ the
All Saints Sunday Advent King Advent 1
11.00am
Dickle- 9.30am | Remembrance %gmuﬁi% E 9.30am
burgh PC Service 10.00am CC PC
9.30am 8.00am HC
HC 10.45am 10.00am
ll:\)/lu:rjligrt] 6.30pm Remembrance 9.3HOCé:lm g'gssm Benefice
Celebration Service in Service
Memorial Hall
8.00am BCP
pulham | COMmunion o 10'45bam 9.30am 9.30am
StMary | 9-30am emembrance | gep pMatins HC
Messy Service
Church
rushall | 11:00am 3'00[:”‘ 11.00am 11.00am
ushall | Bep \ating | Remembrance SW SW
Service
11.00am 10.55am 11.00am 11.00am
Starston BCP Remembrance Patronal 'SW
Communion Service Service
Thelveton | 1) 50om Rerﬁéomoggnce With 11.00am
HC Service Dickleburgh S

HC: Holy Communion

BCP: Book of Common Prayer

Key To Services

PC: Parish Communion

SW: Sunday Worship

CC: Café Church

Web Site for Information on all Services:

http://www.thebenefice.org.uk/
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Starston Parish Council

Edward Libbey Chairman 01379 855355
Bruce Colman Tree Warden 01379 854542
John Formston Footpaths 01379 853042
Lara Griffin Highways 01379 855271
Vacancy
Vacancy
Vacancy
Sonja Burnett Clerk to the Council 01379 309347
To contact Starston Parish Council: starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk

Starston Village Web Site: www.starstonvillage.co.uk
To contribute information to the web site contact the Pigeon Post Team at
editor@pigeonpost.org.uk

Local Councillors

Martin Wilby County 01379 741504 martin.wilby@norfolk.gov.uk
Keith Tilcock District 07935 357909 ktilcock@s-norfolk.gov.uk

Community Services

Local Buses - from Starston to Harleston and For information
Starston to Long Stratton and Norwich ring: 0871 200 22 33
Border Hoppa - this is a dial-a-ride service To register and for more
based around Harleston and is available to any- information ring:
one who has no access to alternative transport. 01379 854800
Police - (hon-emergency) Ring: 101
Emergency Chemist - (out of hours) Ring Norfolk Police

0845 456 4567
NHS Emergency and Urgent Care Services Ring 111

when it’s less urgent than 999

Refuse Collection and Queries Ring: 01508 533830
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Glover Bros. |Kitchen-Sense
A FAMILY RUN M.OLT,
& REPAIR GARAGE Of Harleston
* M.O.T's & Servicing

+ 24 Hour Flat Bed Recovery
« Car Valeting

« Collection of Vehicles

+ Body Work and Repairs

* Free Estimates

T:01379 676284 (weekdays)

T:01379 676730 (evening & weekends)

A:The Workshops, Rectory Rd,
Tivetshall St Mary

\NOSN4 3

Vehicie & Operator Services Agency

For Quality Fitted
Kitchens and Appliances

Kitchen Sense - Common Sense

62 London Road, Harleston, IP20 9DZ

Experience
Gingerbread Cottage
Haircutters

www. gingerbreadcottageharlieston. co. uk

=
WELLA Premier
Colour Salon

Official centre
for BalmainParis
Hair Extensions
VIP room

Gingerbread Haircutters
Church Street, HarlestonJP20'9BE

Tel: 01379 85,2483

Open: Monday.<#Saturday 4 %

Tel: 01379 852592
Fax: 01379 854411

staff@kitchen-sense.co.uk

www.kitchen-sense.co.uk

Denny Holloway

Bricklayer
T
L T
s = -

Brick Work, General Building,
Hard Landscaping etc

01379 853471 or 07939 144446

Printed by Town and Country Printers, Diss 01379 651107 www.tcprinters.co.uk/




