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Distribution 
Pigeon Post is delivered free to every home in Starston.   

It can also be sent by email in PDF format.  
To request a PDF version please contact the Co-ordinating Editor. 

Whilst the editorial team do not necessarily agree with the opinions expressed by contributors, 
they believe that the magazine is available for local people to air their views. Letters to the Editor 
must be signed. The Editor reserves the right to alter or amend any copy received.           
Items for inclusion in the next issue MUST reach the Co-ordinating Editor by the 12th of the   
preceding month, (usually earlier in December). Space in the magazine will be allocated on a first 
come, first served basis. Photos and pictures are welcome and will be used wherever possible.  
 

Please send copy by e-mail to: pigeonpost19@gmail.com 

Advertising 
For advertising rates please contact  

 

 Liz Stacey: Tel: 01379 853427   Email: elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 
 

or Sue Moore: Tel: 01379 852387  Email: pigeonpost19@gmail.com 

If you know of any new residents in the village please tell Norman Steer (854245)  
or Sue Moore (852387) so that we can welcome them in Pigeon Post.  

‘For Starston People’                                    Copyright  2020 PIGEON POST 
The Production Team 

Co-ordinating Editor: Sue Moore:                   6 Allthorpe Rd, Harleston 
Tel:  452432              Email:  pigeonpost19@gmail.com 
                                                   suemoore0717@gmail.com 

Editors: Chris Doughty:             Email: chrismartindoughty@gmail.com 

Auriel Gibson:              Email: aurielgibson@wh5.co.uk  

Treasurer: Mandy Carter:              Brick Kiln Farm, Cross Roads 
Tel: 854600                  Email:  mcarter@carrotech.com 

Advertising Manager: Liz Stacey:                   The Old Coach House, Starston 
Tel: 853427                  Email:  elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 

Website:                            Email:  info@starstonvillage.co.uk 

Distribution  
Organiser:  

Brian Greathead:           Cart Lodge Barn, Church Hill  
Tel: 852352                  Email:  b.greathead@btinternet.com 

Distributors include: Brenda & David Beech, Sarah Beech, Sonja Burnett, Mandy 
Carter, Patricia Lombe-Taylor, Alison Miners, Rosemary &  
Norman Steer, and others.  

ISSUE EDITOR Chris Doughty 

mailto:aurielgibson@wh5.co.uk
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Final Copy Date for the June edition: 
12.00 Noon - TUESDAY 12th MAY 

 

To Book the Jubilee Hall - Contact the Bookings Manager:               
 

Robert Wood:  01379 852535 or Email: starstonrobert@gmail.com 
Deputy: Joy Brooks: 01379 854755 or joybrooks2007@yahoo.co.uk 

Let us know of anything happening in the village for this Diary page 
 

Personal adverts and events are free so long as they are not for personal profit   
 

Like us on Facebook http://facebook.com/starstonvillagenorfolk 
 

Starston Village Website: http://starstonvillage.co.uk/ 
 

Jubilee Hall Wi-Fi Hot Spot: Network: Jubilee Hall  Password: Starston 

Facebook email address: starstonFB@btconnect.com 

Tesla on the Glebe demonstrating 2m social  
distancing in each direction. 
And a friendly hare out for his daily exercise. 
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ADVERTISE 
HERE 

 
VERY RESONABLE RATES 

 
CONTACT LIZ  FOR DETAILS 

 

01379 853427 
 

elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 
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A MESSAGE TO OUR ADVERTISERS 
 

THANK YOU, without your support we would not be able to provide this  
magazine FREE to every household in our village. You have been very loyal  
supporters for a long time and as a token of our thanks we have decided that none of 
you will be charged for your advert this month.  We will review this decision on a 
month by month basis throughout the current disruption. We wish you all the very best.  

The Pigeon Post Team 

A MESSAGE TO OUR READERS 
 

What a difference a month makes!  I hope that you and yours all remain well.  After a 
lot of discussion it was decided that we would do our best to carry on as normal with 
the Pigeon Post, so here we are again.  Please be aware that there is a time lag between 
the magazine going to print and it arriving through your letterbox, so some information 
may be out of date by the time you get it.  And thank you to everyone who has helped  
us to deliver this issue. 
 

Many thanks must also go to everyone in our community who is going the extra mile to 
help out in the current situation, not least to Janet Broadhurst who as Starston’s  
Emergency Plan Co-ordinator, is managing many of those efforts. 
 

As you will have seen in the message above, we have made the decision to support our 
advertisers this month by waiving their fees.  The adverts we carry cover the cost of 
producing the Pigeon Post, which amounts to about £1 a copy.  Without their support 
we would not be able to provide it to you for FREE.  We will review the situation on a 
monthly basis.  There may come a time when we once more have to ask for voluntary 
contributions towards the running of the magazine, but at the moment that is not  
necessary.  
 

Some of our advertisers have sadly had to close completely, some have changed what 
they do or have started to deliver to you, others have started a mail order service.  I 
hope you will do your best to support them in their efforts and when this is all over 
please continue to do so. 
 

I am very aware that not all of you have access to the internet, which is one of the  
reasons why we hope to be able to continue to bring you a printed version of the  
magazine. 
 

If you need help during this difficult time please don’t hesitate to ask, we’re all in this 
together.                                                                    Sue Moore,  Co-ordinating Editor 

USEFUL CONTACTS for our Starston & Harleston readers 

Janet Broadhurst Starston Emergency Plan. 853480  janetbroadhurst@aol.com 

Harleston Kindness  https://www.harlestons-kindness.org/  and Facebook page 

mailto:janetbroadhurst@aol.com
https://www.harlestons-kindness.org/
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Editor’s Notes 

 

Strange times we are living in.  What are they doing with all those loo rolls?  

I hear of a shop in Harleston charging £8 for a product that normally sells for £1.50, 
but on a positive note I also hear stories of strangers helping each other and of kindness 
all around. 
 
 

Poor Janet. Thought she had a simple planning job with the Emergency Plan. Not a full 
time job. Well done Janet. 
 
Wow, just came out of Tesco's and have never seen anything like this. There was NO 
toilet paper and I walked back up front to the service desk and asked if they had      
anymore anywhere else. The girl gave me a very rude 'NO' with a such a look of     
disgust that I would even ask.                                                                                                  
That was the longest walk ever, back to the toilets with my pants around my ankles .. 

 
To cheer you all up I thought I would include this poem by Pam Ayres 
 
I'm normally a social girl 
I love to meet my mates 
But lately with the virus here 
We can't go out the gates. 
You see, we are the 'oldies' now 
We need to stay inside 
If they haven't seen us for a while 
They'll think we've upped and died. 
They'll never know the things we did 
Before we got this older  
There wasn't any Facebook 
So not everything was told. 
We may seem sweet old ladies  
Who would never be uncouth 
But we grew up in the 60s - 
If you only knew the truth! 
There was sex and drugs and rock 'n roll 
The pill and miniskirts 
We smoked, we drank, we partied 
And were quite outrageous flirts. 
Then we settled down, got married 
And turned into someone's mum, 
Somebody's wife, then nana, 
Who on earth did we become? 
We didn't mind the change of pace 
Because our lives were full  
But to bury us before we're dead 
Is like a red rag to a bull! 
                                                   

 
So here you find me stuck inside 
For 4 weeks, maybe more 
I finally found myself again 
Then I had to close the door! 
It didn’t really bother me 
I'd while away the hour 
I'd bake for all the family 
But I've got no flaming  flour! 
Now Netflix is just wonderful 
I like a gutsy thriller 
I'm swooning over Idris 
Or some random sexy killer. 
At least I've got a stash of booze 
For when I'm being idle 
There's wine and whiskey,  even gin 
If I'm feeling suicidal! 
So let's all drink to lockdown 
To recovery and health 
And hope this awful virus 
Doesn't decimate our wealth. 
We'll all get through the crisis 
And be back to join our mates 
Just hoping I'm not far too wide 
 
To fit through the flaming gates! 
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 Over the years there has been a lot of discussion about the value of wearing face 
masks.  It would seem they are now in favour once more and that their wear is again  
being encouraged.  One of the features of those countries with fewer deaths due to 
CoViD-19, and fewer cases overall, may be related to the fact that the wearing of masks 
is far more frequent there than in the UK.  There are other factors too in that the age   
distribution is different from ours and that, generally speaking, they have a younger   
population.  Nevertheless there has been renewed interest in the wearing of masks in the 
UK.  But, as we know, they are in short supply!  Well, maybe you would like to make 
one.  If so, here is a picture of ones that have been made in Starston and some             
instructions.  If you would like any advice, please contact Verona Mawhiney 
on verona.mcwhinney@me.com or Auriel Gibson on aurielgibson@wh5.co.uk  and, if 
you are stuck, there may be some available by contacting Janet Broadhurst, our  
emergency co-ordinator janetbroadhurst@aol.com. 

Instructions  
Pin 3 layers of fabric together: 2 cotton and an intermediate layer of Vilene. Mark out 
squares on fabric and pin all four corners of 3 layers of fabric together to prevent    
movement as you cut.  It doesn’t seem to matter which surface the Vilene is against. You 
can use iron-on Vilene or non iron-on. You just need a filter. 
Cut out all squares together.  -  Keep pieces pinned together. 
Iron over the pins  - to bind Vilene, if using iron-on.   Pleat 2 sides into 3 pleats to reduce 
side length from 19cms to between 9 and 9.5cms. Tip: try to keep folds along  ‘grain’ as 
off-grain can produce ‘bent’ sides!  Press. 
Stitch pleats.  Tip: suggest sew ‘down’ the pleats and same way on each side.  
Place bias binding (25mms) along top and bottom edges: stitch. 
Place midpoint of ties to midpoint of sides and pin in position along both sides. 
Start at one end of bias and work way along whole edge, incorporating the side of your 
mask as you go. Repeat other side.  Voila face mask! 
 Filter:   it has been suggested that hoover filters are ideal but most are too thick.  Thick 
Vilene is also pretty cumbersome.  Iron-on impregnates the cotton somewhat and  
supports the shape of the face mask when in place.  It is suggested that Covid-19 may not 
stick to natural fibres as much as to artificial fibres.   
Management of sterility: Washing at 60C is said to destroy the virus by melting its  
outside fatty layer.  Wet destruction is better too than dry. (Clothes also should be 
washed at 60C if exposure to Covid-19 is suspected). Alternatively, dry sterilisation at 
100C in an oven for 15minutes is thought to cause similar destruction of the virus. NB: 
THIS IS IN ADDITION TO SOCIAL  DISTANCING AND NOT INSTEAD OF.   

 

FACE MASKS  

Good Sewing 
  

Washable and sterilisable face masks. 
  

Requirements 
2 cotton squares 19cms (7.5”) : outside and 
inside. 
1 x Vilene square to the same size.  (Vilene is 
being used as a filter - see below). 
All 3 pieces should be cut out together. 

mailto:verona.mcwhinney@me.com
mailto:aurielgibson@wh5.co.uk
mailto:janetbroadhurst@aol.com
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Starston Parish Footpaths/ Permissive Paths 

                     
There are lots of lovely walks on public footpaths that you could enjoy from your front 
door.   A schematic diagram of footpaths in the parish and also an interactive Ordnance 
Survey map are on the Starston Village website, enabling you to explore in a larger 
scale format the footpaths close to your home.  To view these, do go to:- 
http://starstonvillage.co.uk/starston/starston-footpath-rights-of-way/ 
In addition, the Askew Estate have kindly agreed a permissive path on the edge of their 
fields, parallel to Railway Hill, so that pedestrians with good mobility do not need to 
walk on the road.  It extends from Magnolia to Crossing Gates, and then Crossing Gates 
on to Bunns Lane.   
Please note that you need to leave the field edge permissive path when in line with 
Bunns Lane, as the top part of the field which runs up to Cross Road is not owned by 
the Askew Estate.   
Any queries, please contact the Parish Council Footpaths Officer, Cllr Janet Broadhurst 

on 01379 853480 or Email: janetbroadhurst@aol.com  

http://starstonvillage.co.uk/starston/starston-footpath-rights-of-way/
mailto:janetbroadhurst@aol.com
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I am on the thorns of a dilemma. Do they go, or do they stay? “They” are the Pyracanthas 
in the front garden – evergreen columns, one at each corner of the house. They were here 
when we arrived, each with a well-established box at its base. 

 
In the spring they are covered in white 
blossom, followed in autumn by orange 
berries. When we remade the front     
garden in the autumn of 2008, the new 
curved bed incorporated them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Since then the Pyracanthas have grown, not so 
much upwards – I can control  that  fairly easily – 
but outwards, and so has the box, despite the  
regulation May clipping. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Now these plants dominate the front of 
the house and make the living room   
rather dark, not to mention sucking all the 
moisture out of my already droughty soil 
and making life difficult for any         
perennials I plant in the bed. So should I 
be brave and have them taken out? On the 
basis of two consecutive dry summers 

and the heat wave Easter we’ve had, the sensible answer is “yes”. 
 

And yet, and yet ……. The bees love those blossoms, the blackbirds love the autumn 
berries and the two columns are like high rise apartment blocks – dunnocks nesting near 
the bottom, collared doves in the middle and blackbirds in the penthouse. Their comings 
and goings are a joy to watch. 
 

So, should they stay or should they go? It is indeed a very thorny problem. 
Dee the Gardener 

 

Notes From A Starston Garden 
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Parish Council 

Dear Starston residents, I hope you are all keeping well and staying safe in these      
unprecedented and difficult times. 
 

I wanted to update you that under the Coronavirus Act, the Secretary of State has     
published meetings regulations which remove the requirement to hold annual meetings 
and allow virtual Parish Council meetings up to 7 May 2021.  
 

For clarity the Annual Parish Meeting (this is the meeting of the Parish), which was 
due to be held on the 6th April 2020 was cancelled but we may hold it later in the year 
once government restrictions on social gatherings have been lifted. 
 

The Annual Parish Council Meeting, followed by a Parish Council meeting will 
continue to take place at 7.30pm on Monday 4th May via the video conferencing       
platform ‘Zoom’. The meeting agenda will be published on or before the 28 th April 
2020 via the village website, www.starstonvillage.co.uk and it will be displayed on the 
Jubilee hall noticeboard which is located on the front wall of the building. If anyone 
requires a hard copy of the agenda please let me know.   
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION during virtual Council meetings must still be advertised 
and the public have a right to observe the meeting. As Starston Parish Council normally 
allow a Parishioner Open Forum, we will try to keep this approach with virtual   
meetings too. The chair or clerk will take a note of who from the public wishes to speak, 
to ensure that no one is missed out.  
 

Residents can join the virtual Parish Council meeting via a traditional telephone line or 
Zoom. Dial-in participants will hear the meeting in exactly the same way as participants 
who join via video link via their computer or mobile device.   Please note that there may 
be a charge from your phone service provider.  
 

If anyone needs any help with the procedure of using the platform ‘Zoom’, or would 
like to be provided with the dial in / log in details to listen to the meeting and / or will 
be raising an item in the public forum section of the meeting please let me know before 
the 30th April.  
 

On a separate note, I have been preparing to archive Parish Council historical           
documents to the Norfolk County Council Records Office, to ensure preservation.  In 
the course of clearing out documents, I have come across several hardcopy originals of 
the Starston Parish Plan 2008.  If you would like one of these, please let me know as 
soon as possible.  
 

And finally, I am sure that you will all want to join me in expressing our deepest thanks 
to Cllr Janet Broadhurst, our Emergency Plan Co-ordinator, for the magnificent job she 
is doing during this pandemic.  Never in Janet’s wildest dreams did she think that within 
2 years of developing the Emergency Plan, she would be co-ordinating connecting    
people together across the parish, enabling every household to receive the support they 
feel they need at this time, whether it is shopping for essentials, collecting prescriptions 
or simply having a chat with someone on the telephone. 
 
Stay well and keep safe.    Clare Crane    Clerk to Starston Parish Council  

http://www.starstonvillage.co.uk
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Crime and Punishment 

I recently gave a talk entitled ‘Murderers, Robbers and Ne’er-Do-Wells’ so I thought I 
would include some of the amusing, and less lurid, examples for your delectation. This 
first relates to an ‘impudent robbery’ that took place in Brockdish in 1884; the story was 
reported in the Diss Express on 1 February: A 15-year-old lad from Eye, Walter       
Chambers, visited his uncle John Bryant in Brockdish one Saturday and was given not 
only his dinner, but a new hat! While his uncle went to get the hat, Walter made off with 
half a sovereign (10 shillings, or 50p to you youngsters!) and set off for Diss, on what can 
only be described as a spending spree. He stopped off in Scole, ‘where he made sundry 
purchases’ and visited the wild beast menagerie at Diss paying for the admission of other 
boys too. He then ‘made free with his money in the purchase of oranges and cakes.’ The 
most popular lad in South Norfolk, I should think. The following morning, his uncle set 
off in pursuit of his nephew, ‘and after an exciting chase captured him on the                
Victoria-road.’ Nearly as exciting as the current argy-bargy over toilet rolls in Tesco,    
perhaps? ‘A purse containing 7½d, all that remained of the stolen money, was found          
hidden among some coals near the Railway Station.’ The lad had manged to spend 9s 4½d 
of his uncle’s money – perhaps it doesn’t sound much today, but 10 shillings in 1880 
would be worth over £30 today, equivalent to a day’s pay for a skilled tradesman.  

Walter Chambers paid for his crime though. He first appeared before the magistrate, the 
Rev S. Fellows, probably at Pulham Rectory, and was remanded to the Petty Sessions. 
Despite a plea for mercy from the prosecutor (probably his uncle, the victim), he was   
sentenced to a month in prison with hard labour.   

Rosemary Steer 

 

The Jubilee Hall and Coronavirus 
 

As you have probably noticed, the Jubilee Hall is currently closed. The Trustees took a 
decision to close the Hall entirely during the coronavirus outbreak so all Jubilee Hall 
events have been cancelled, at least until the end of May and no-one is currently          
permitted to hire or use the Hall. The car park gates have been closed and a closure      
notice posted there. The situation for June events will be reviewed at the end of April but 
the Hall will not re-open until it is safe for it to do so.  
 

We have also had to impose restrictions on the use of the Glebe Meadow. We are very 
anxious to keep it open for the use of walkers but during recent fine weather people were 
seen picnicking on the meadow and it seems that some of them had driven in from  
Harleston for this purpose. This is unacceptable – it is fine to walk across the meadow but 
it is not fine to linger there because that is in direct contravention of the government 
guidelines (correct at the time of going to press) that social gatherings are not allowed in a 
public place. Notices have been posted on the three meadow gates to this effect. 
 

We look forward to welcoming you back to the Jubilee Hall and unrestricted use of the 
Glebe Meadow once the current crisis has passed. 
 

Michael Bartlett 
Chairman, Jubilee Hall Trustees 
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Keep safe and better days will come 

Usually during May there are many outside social events such as garden parties, fetes, 
barbeques, cream teas and many other things. However sadly due to the impact of    
coronavirus this year everything has been cancelled. The last couple of months have seen 
a sudden dramatic change in the way we live our lives and we are not able to enjoy these 
things, as we would ordinarily do. All of us are in a position of learning how to live 
within the constraints of social distancing which at times is really hard. Although it is not 
the same as seeing people face to face I have personally been grateful for being able to 
telephone people, using the Internet and also learning how to use the computer v       
conferencing program Zoom. Not seeing people personally or being able to worship in 
our churches is sad but we have to keep hopeful in this terrible situation, as it won’t go 
on forever.  
 

2020 has not been good for many especially for those grieving loved ones and those still 
suffering from the effects of the virus. Where then is God in the midst of all of this? That 
is a difficult question to answer completely as God’s activity often surpasses all of our 
human understanding. However, the fullness of God was expressed most fully through 
the person of Jesus who showed us through His actions, teaching, passion, death and 
resurrection God’s generous love. As Christians we believe that God lives in each one of 
us through the Holy Spirit and it does not take long to see how active it is. It can then be 
seen through the many acts of kindness that have been shown to so many through this 
crisis. These range from practical help of ensuring everyone has enough to eat, to acts of 
remembering people on special days with small bunches of flowers left at the door on 
Mothering Sunday. It is quite marvelous too to see how dedicated and committed all 
medical professionals have been during this period who have worked so hard and      
selflessly for the well being of others.  
 

The world has had much to learn from this particular pandemic and for many it has    
given insights into how valuable family, friendships and community really are. Many of 
us at this moment are not able to mix socially as we usually do but one hopes and prays 
that this will not be for much longer. I am writing this the day after the broadcast that the 
Queen made on April 5th. Her speech I found very inspirational as she encouraged us to 
continue to keep safe and better days will come. I am hoping that by the time you read 
this in early May we may be able to see a brighter future ahead of us, the virus be better 
contained and all of us are able to get back to a more normal way of living.  
 

May God bless you during this very difficult period and keep you and all those whom 
you love safe and healthy. Please too be assured of my thoughts and prayers for you all 
and if you need to talk then please do not hesitate to give me or another member of the 
ministry team a call.  
 

The Reverend Sarah Walsh (Rector of Dickleburgh and the Pulhams) 
 
You will realise that the Forget Me Not Café is currently closed, but in the meantime, if 
you  would like any more information on our Dementia Friendly Community or the   

Café’s contact Pat on - email Patricia.simmonds@mail.com or call on 01379 676557 

mailto:Patricia.simmonds@mail.com
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Arranged delivery of The Times from our local shop. 

Braved the weather (including sleet), cows with calves (necessitating a detour) and    
challenging stiles to take Roscoe and Sahara for a long walk (x 7). See also under O. 

Checked loo roll situation. OK – the 18-roll pack purchased before the crisis is still   
intact. I admit I did buy a 6-roll pack some weeks ago when I saw them looking       
lonesome in the Co-op. 

Downloaded Pilates exercises, courtesy of my Pilates teacher. 

Emptied the walk-in cupboard to try to find my Pilates mat.  

Failed to find Pilates mat. Put everything back in the cupboard – 4 suitcases, 15 carry-on 
bags, 3 winter/ summer duvets,  Assorted travel plugs, 1 FUD (look it up), 1 blow up 
mattress, 1 blanket,  a broken cuckoo clock, a Green Man (waiting to be put up in the 
garden), cuddly toys (actually a box of teddy bears). Please do not judge me. 

Guzzled homemade cake and biscuits, courtesy of Norman (x 7). Yum. My turn to bake 
next week. 

Horrified to discover only 5 episodes a week of The Archers for the duration. But how 
long is the duration? 

Inspired by my friend, Linda, made a tasty dish of paprika pork from the leftovers of the 
Sunday roast, with onions and mushrooms, baked potatoes, purple sprouting broccoli, 
roasted carrots and pan-fried cabbage. Yum. 

Just checked the toilet roll situation again – 18-roll pack still intact. 

Knocked my knee on the loo roll mountain. Ouch, better go to A&E, no ‘Protect the 
NHS’. Took my mind off the pain by picking up and counting the loo rolls. 

Laid out a blanket on the bedroom floor prior to starting Pilates exercises. Dropped all 
the papers with the exercises on, so now out of order – I don’t think I was meant to raise 
both my legs to table top while doing a shoulder bridge. Laid down into the resting   
Pilates position. Went to sleep. 

Managed half an hour of Pilates exercises, sort of. Looking forward to the class         
restarting!! 

Now doing Pilates classes with our teacher via Zoom. Wondered why no-one could see 
me. Realised I had not removed the natty bit of plastic and operated the slide opener on 
the laptop camera (only had it for a year). Again, please do not judge me.  

Offered to take Roscoe and Sahara for an extra sneaky walk. Extreme reaction – hiding 
under the sofa, paws over eyes, pretending they weren’t there. 

Prepared for the weekly shopping expedition: checked the loo roll situation, 18-roll pack 
still intact; hand sanitiser, shopping list, pound coin for the trolley and tissues in my 
pocket; shopping bags and husband (driving) in the car…. 

My A to Z of Week 1 of Lockdown 
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My A to Z of Week 1 of Lockdown 

Queued (well what else would come under Q?) outside the surgery - to be strictly    
accurate Norman queued in the sun for three quarters of an hour for his meds, while I 
waited in the car. Took him home to lie down in the shade. He will have to queue again 
tomorrow for appropriate medication to alleviate the sunburn. Ah, no, the Starston 
Emergency Team are kindly offering to collect meds (and shopping if we want it) for 
village residents. What stars. 

Raced around the town for the weekly shop: half an hour queue in Co-op car park – met 
a very nice lady in the queue (2 metres behind) who was hopeful of milk and loo rolls (I 
had the grace to blush), then gentle saunter up and down the aisles. No loo rolls.  

Sidled into the marketplace to collect our order from the greengrocer. Parked up, engine 
still running (well, perhaps not, it’s a hybrid), two people, faces covered, only eyes   
visible,  run to the back of our car, open the boot, check surroundings, put in two crates 
of … who knows, we were sitting in the car, eyes front! Not been busted yet. 

Thanked the NHS staff (and all the other key workers and local volunteers) on      
Thursday evening by ringing Norman’s town crier bell outside the back door.           
Reciprocated by our nearest neighbours (50 metres across the field) vigorously banging 
saucepans. 

Undecided whether to invest in Andrex or Carex. Perhaps both. Checked loo roll     
situation again. No worries - there is always The Times - see under A. 

Vulnerable people renamed ‘Venerable’ by Norman. I am 64 and 11/12ths, and very 
tired. See X below – am I included? 

Wondered how the Archers’ writers, as promised, are going to introduce the lockdown 
into Ambridge, though now thinking that actually might be fake news! Kenton & Joleen 
delivering ready meals from the Bull/B@ Ambridge, Susan in charge of loo roll       
rationing at the village shop, Kirsty and Philip’s wedding cancelled?  - that’d be a silver 
lining as Philip and his son Gavin are the local gangmasters, and Not Very Nice People! 

Xhausted with all this running about, walking the dogs, additional Pilates, planning, 
queuing, checking the loo roll stock. Laid down on Pilates mat (aka a blanket) and went 
to sleep, again. 

Yikes, this is only week one.   

Zoomed in on benefice church service. Lovely to see everyone, about forty people ap-
parently. Starting a Through the Keyhole type book about what everyone has in their 
sitting room, study, kitchen, not to mention their style in night attire (only kidding, 
though we had just put the clocks forward!).  Rosemary Steer 

Sonja Burnett has joined the Pigeon Post distribution team and will be looking after 
Rushall Road for us. 

Royal Air Forces Association Community Fund Raisers are pleased to advise that a            
flypast by a  BBMF Spitfire has been arranged for Harleston Family Fun Day August 
31st, (providing the event is held). 
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The bee colonies in Glebe Meadow have survived the winter and are now expanding fast 
and taking advantage of plentiful spring supplies of nectar and pollen.  The three swarms 
that I collected last year are particularly busy.    
 

I’m also relieved that at this challenging time of living under the shadow of coronavirus, 
bee-keepers are being urged by the Government not to neglect bees while observing 
proper social distancing at all times.  Fortunately, bee keeping is often an activity for one 
person, and opening a hive is normally a signal for anyone not well protected in the   
vicinity to make themselves scarce!  It helps having a wife who shares my love of bee-
keeping!     
 

At this time of year, bees love to swarm.  Swarming can occur when bees lack sufficient 
space in their hive and decide to split and move half the colony to new premises.  With 
the queen laying a thousand eggs a day, this can happen very quickly.  Or the colony 
may decide that it’s time to replace the queen with a ‘new princess’ and the old queen 
may leave and seek alternative accommodation with 10,000 or so bees from the hive.  
Should you see, or even hear, a swarm in a tree, bush or hedge, please contact me      
immediately by telephone and if feasible, I will do my best to collect it.  Swarms tend to 
spend a few hours hanging around within a short distance of their hive while the scouts 
are out checking their equivalent of Rightmove for a permanent home.   While this is 
nature’s way for honeybee colonies to reproduce, most swarms are believed to die out 
unless looked after by a bee-keeper.  Fortunately, 3 out of 4 swarms I collected last year 
are now doing well in Glebe Meadow, and I would be pleased to collect and house more 
swarms this year. 
 

Many reported swarms turn out to be Tree Bumblebees, especially if they have moved 
into your house over the porch or under roof tiles.  These are not retrievable and must 
remain until late summer when they will have died out and the queen moved elsewhere.  
The same with hornets which can be alarming due to their size.  Only honeybees swarm 
in their thousands and create quite a buzz. 
 

If in doubt, please contact me as soon as you see a swarm and I will do my best to help.  
Many thanks. 
 

Peter Grimble 
07879 330925  01379 852819  petergrimble@gmail.com 

Glebe Meadow Bees and Swarming 

 
Don’t forget the Photo Calendar Competition, run by Robinson’s Stationers, Harleston. 

Closing date is the end of May, see the March Pigeon Post for details. 

The Starston VE Day Commemorative Concert has been  

POSTPONED, not cancelled.   

Further details will follow once it can be safely rearranged. 
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A big thank you to everyone that is helping within our communities at this very difficult 
time.  Many residents are organising help for others, with plans in place to help with such 
things as shopping, picking up prescriptions, contacting residents living on their own, 
working with local businesses that will deliver in our area and looking out for one another 
to make sure that we are all looked after and kept safe and well.  So a big “thank you” also 
to the many local shops and businesses that are working so hard to get the supplies that we 
all need.  In Starston you have Starston Parish Council Emergency Plan 2020 with all the 
information you might need. 
 

People across Norfolk have done an excellent job so far during this difficult period by 
staying at home (traffic volumes are down about 80%) staying safe and helping to slow 
the spread of this virus.  But our efforts will only be effective if everyone continues to do 
their part by following the rules and stay at home to help save lives. 
 

Every household in South Norfolk has received a letter from Trevor Holding (Managing 
Director South Norfolk Council) and John Fuller (Leader of South Norfolk Council) with 
helpful information and contact details about help for the Vulnerable, Volunteering,    
Financial help, Help for businesses, Donations, Government advice and Public Health 
advice.  If anyone needs help they can contact a designated phone line on 0344 8008020 
or visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/coronavirus   
Contact for the Hardship Fund  is 01508 533933 or visit www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/
coronavirus 
If you are a business in need of help, please visit the New Anglia Growth Hub website for 
free support www.growthhub@newanglia.co.uk or call 0300 333 6536 
 

Norfolk supports health workers and volunteers with a new COVID-19 Response Permit.  
A simple parking permit is available to ease the way for health workers and community  
volunteers helping people across Norfolk.  All councils have come together to create a 
new permit which will allow free parking on-street and in council run car parks.  People 
can apply online for the new COVID-19 Response Permit by providing a photo of their 
NHS ID or Voluntary Assignment document.   
 

Concessionary fares (Bus passes) can now be used at anytime instead of the 9.30am start 
time, this enables older residents to access stores that have a dedicated shopping time. 
Our highways teams can continue to do emergency works and maintenance works on our 
highways by sticking to government guidelines and our annual re-surfacing works start on 
April 15th in our coastal areas so that, when the restrictions are lifted, people can access 
our lovely coast and not get held up by these works. 
 

More than 60 firefighters will be driving ambulances across the county.  The firefighters 
responded to a call for help as the East of England Ambulance Service is stretched by staff 
sickness and the demand from the pandemic.   
 

So as you can see from the above everyone is working together to keep us all Safe and 
Well. I would like to say to you all, Take Care, Look Out For One Another and we will 
get through this. 
 
With My Very Best Wishes 
Martin 

County Council Report 

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/coronavirus
http://www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/coronavirus
http://www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/coronavirus
mailto:www.growthhub@newanglia.co.uk
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When the Parish Council set up the emergency plan a few years ago I was a bit sceptical 
as I could not envisage any major event occurring that would require such a plan.  How 
wrong I was!  At the time Janet took it under her wing to put the plan together, listing 
services and facilities etc. available to the village.  I am sure that residents of Starston 
will join me in thanking Janet & Geoff for all their efforts in organising and coordinating 
the various methods of supporting the village in its hour of need. 
 

John & Bobbie 
 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
Just a personal thank you (though we know this is echoed around the village) to Janet 
Broadhurst and her husband Geoff for co-ordinating help and support in Starston during 
the present extraordinary and challenging times, and to the village  volunteers who are 
helping with prescription collections and so forth. We are very blessed to live in such a 
caring community where everyone is playing their part (which may be hunkering down 
and not going out!) and look forward to the time when we can all meet again face to 
face,  and not just via telephone calls, thumbnail videos on Zoom or socially distanced 
encounters on our daily exercise!   
  

Rosemary and Norman Steer 
 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Starston 100 Club 
  
A draw was made at the Irish evening and the following were lucky winners: 
  
1st Prize  £60  Sue Moore 
2nd Prize £50  Anita Weatherly 
3rd Prize  £30  Ann Leitch 
4th Prize  £25  Andy Leitch 
5th Prize  £20  Rosemary Steer 
6th Prize  £15  Colin Loveday 
  
Thanks to all members for your continued support.  April brings a new 100 Club 
year when subs are due once again.  Whilst the Hall is closed our income has 
stopped so we need the 100 clubs subscriptions even more. 
Please contact Geoff Broadhurst Tel. 853480 or 
email  geoffbroadhurst1@gmail.com to make payment. 
In these troubled times let the 100 Club bring a little excitement into your life! 
  
John Formston 

Starston Emergency Plan 

 

 

mailto:geoffbroadhurst1@gmail.com
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St Patrick’s Day Dinner, Jubilee Hall, 14 March 

It is hard to believe how much has changed in less than a month.  
In the middle of March, before the lock-down and just before social distancing came in, 
when we were being told simply to wash our hands thoroughly and use hand sanitiser, a 
group of us sat down to a splendid St   
Patrick’s Day meal in the Jubilee Hall – 
Irish stew (of course) followed by the usual 
array of fantastic Starston desserts. The Irish 
themed quiz was tricky, but at least we all 
got one right – the quizmaster had not  
liaised with those who decorated the hall, so 
we could all describe the  colours of the 
Irish flag! In time-honoured fashion, we 
ended with a raffle, raising funds for the 
village youth club. Thank you to all who 
organised, cooked, washed up, decorated the 
hall and  themselves, devised the quiz and        
organised the raffle and to all who   
participated in what, sadly, is likely to be the 
last  Jubilee Hall event for several months. 
There was just a hint of things to come – a 
pack of loo rolls was amongst the raffle 
prizes and the two teams who shared the 
quiz prize (11 people) – a box of   
unwrapped sweets - carefully fished a     
couple of Maltesers out of the box with a 
teaspoon, dropping them into the palm of 
their hands before eating! 
Please keep safe, and I look forward to meeting everyone at the first event after the     
reopening of the Jubilee Hall.  Rosemary Steer 
 
 

First Edition of Pigeon Post – March 1991 
 

This edition of Pigeon Post is number 340 but have you ever wondered what edition 1 
looked like? The first edition of Pigeon Post was published in March 1991 – in black and 
white of course - and is now available to read on the Starston Village website. Go to the 
Pigeon Post tab and click on the link at the bottom of the page. 
 

There are still people in the village who will remember that first edition, indeed some 
who helped get the magazine off the ground, but for many of us who arrived here much 
later it makes fascinating reading. For example, did you know that Derek and Elteb   
Griffin used to hold Pancake Races? 
 

The original editors, Margaret Morley and Ann Barth, made the point that a village 
newsletter is a valuable way of keeping people in a scattered community, such as 
Starston, in touch with what is going on in the village and the surrounding area. That is 
just as true today as it was in 1991.  
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Quizzes are very popular, whether they take place in the Jubilee Hall, on television or 
printed in a magazine. However, if you are serious about winning a quiz then there are 
certain things you need at your fingertips. 
 

Sport - Football:  Knowing that Geoff Hurst scored the winning goals in the 1966 
World Cup final in extra time simply isn’t enough. You need to know all the FA Cup 
winners since 1945. If you also know the names of the goal scorers that would be cool. If 
you also know the names of their various wives that would be amazing. 
 

Sport – Tennis:  All the Wimbledon winners of the last 20 years, obviously, but don’t 
forget famous names from the past. How many times did Fred Perry win Wimbledon in 
the 1930s and when? Who was the most famous Wimbledon lady player before the war? 
You need to know this stuff.  
  

Pop Music:  All major groups since the early 1960s, together with all the Number One’s 
in the charts. Without that knowledge you’re doomed. Names of group members is also 
valuable knowledge - we all know Gerry but who were the other Pacemakers? Also   
essential you know every single track on Coldplay albums. 
 

Theatre and Cinema:  The better known Shakespeare plays are a good bet, especially 
the updated ones like Romeo and Juliet to West Side Story. Oscar winners – films and 
stars – is a must. Dress styles of female winners also handy. 
 

Geography:  Okay, so you know where Africa is but you need to concentrate on       
countries that have changed their name. Sri Lanka used to be Ceylon, Namibia used to be 
German South-West Africa and so on. But a word of warning – saying Iceland used to be 
Bejams will earn you ‘nul points’. 
 

Politics:  Know the name of every Prime Minister from the beginning of the 19th century 
plus earlier significant ones, Robert Walpole 1721 for example. For the last 20 years you 
should also know the names of the Home and Foreign Secretaries, who they served under 
and their what their major cock-ups were.  
 

History:  Not enough to know Battle of Hastings 1066 and Henry VIII had 6 wives - 
that’s kids’ stuff. Concentrate on deaths of monarchs and the name of their successor 
plus a few obvious dates – Great Fire of London, Spanish Armada, outbreak of the Boer 
War. If you’re a serious quizzer then add stuff like the date Income tax was first         
introduced and where the Duke and Duchess of Windsor went to live after the             
Abdication.  
 

General Knowledge:  No help to offer here. The key words are ‘General’ and 
‘Knowledge’.  Depends on how well you absorb facts and whether you can produce them 
on demand under pressure. 
  

Good luck, and if you win a box of chocolates at your next quiz can I have the soft    
centred strawberry ones, please. 
  

Michael 

How To Do Quizzes 
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Park Radio 

  
It’s important that as the local radio station for Diss, Eye and Harleston and all the    
surrounding area the role now of Park Radio during this current public health crisis is 
even more vital than EVER before. 
 

Our mandate is to ensure we provide and disseminate all the key pieces of information 
and news relevant to South Norfolk & Mid Suffolk, working very closely with all the 
local councils and support agencies. 
 

Park Radio also fully realises, whilst not trivialising the seriousness of the impact of the 
virus, provides its mix of news and classic songs which are carefully designed to lift the 
spirits whilst remaining factual and relevant to the area in which we live. 
 

The role of our team of 46 volunteers, yes volunteers, is now so crucial in making sure 
the station continues to provide the quality our listeners and advertisers have grown to 
expect since launch in late 2017. 
 

 Park Radio puts the safety of its team uppermost particularly now that we have been 
classed by the government as "key workers". 
 

"I cannot thank the team here at Park Radio sufficiently enough for all the dedication, 
love and support that they show in spades every single day - they have all stepped up as 
I knew they would, we have an awful lot to be thankful for - the team are magnificent" 
said Chris Moyse, Station Director. 
 

Whilst we will continue as long as is possible, we only survive by selling advertising 
and gaining sponsorship from local businesses and hope to retain the support of our 
many customers through the crisis and beyond. 
 

We have set up a Park Radio Helpline which is manned 24/7 for any issue and can be 
accessed in all the usual means, the main switchboard number 01379 210000 will be 
answered both in and out of normal hours. 
 

We, that is you and me, are privileged to have such a brilliant community resource in 
Park Radio, let's all ensure we keep it. 
  
Stay safe everyone.  
Linda 
Park Radio Events Team 
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Answers to the April Crossword 

Quick Quiz 

 
 
 

1. Name the tree on the front cover this month.   
    The Latin name if you want to show off. 
2. Who wrote ‘My Village of Starston’ and when was it written? 
3. What is the earliest known name recorded for the village we know 

as Starston? 
4. To which saint is Starston Church dedicated? 
5. What was the name of the Starston village pub? 
6. In what year was Starston school built? 
7. When the wind pump by the Beck was operational, where was the 

water pumped to? 
8. In what year was the Starston village sign unveiled? (Don’t be 

fooled by the date on the sign.) 
9. For a time, David Knopfler (Dire Straits) lived in Startson, but 

where? 
10. In which month and year was Pigeon Post first published? 

Sorry, no prizes!  Answers next month.   

ACROSS 
 

1. Scythe 
3. Geneva 
7. Composure 
9. Scat 
10. Mane 
11. Wedge 
13. Recollected 
16. Growl 
17. Mona 
19. Slot 
20. Evidently 
21. Rob Roy 
22. Abdu 

 DOWN 
1. Season 
2. Trot 
4. Norm 
5. Assert 
6. Cold Blooded 
7. Catherine 
8. Earnestly 
11. Wrong 
12. Excel 
14. Hammer 
15. Detect 
18. Aver 
18. Slid 
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May Crossword by Nona 

1  2  3 4  5  6  7  

8             

     9        

10             

          11  12 

13      14       

     15        

16        17     

       18      

 19  20    21      

22             

         23    

24             

 
 

CLUES ACROSS 
 

3. Middle of an earthquake (9) 
8. Cot or copy (4) 
9. Oscar winning actor (3,5) 
10. A Semitic language (6) 
13.Listened to (5) 
14. Width (7) 
15. Take an exam (3) 
16. Funny (7) 
17. No money (5) 
21. Begins (6) 
22. Bran tub with hidden gifts (5,3) 
23. Waves or curls set into hair (4) 
24. A large land mass containing several  
      countries (9) 
 
 
 

 
 

 CLUES DOWN 
 
1. Pile of discarded junk (9) 
2. Central American country (9) 
4. Cover a hole with fabric (5) 
5. Soothe, console (7) 
6. In apple pie order (4) 
7. An immoral man or garden tool (4) 
11. Suspended legal proceedings (9) 
12. Golf game, one against two (9) 
14. Large (3) 
15. Highest mountain in Wales (7) 
18. A quaking tree (5) 
19. Dry anise-flavoured aperitif (4) 
20. Comedy sketch (4) 
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FACE TO FACE SERVICES CANCELLED. BUT.. 

….. Services continue via Zoom 
 
If you wish to take part, or if you would just like to see the readings and prayers for 
the next service please look at the benefice website.   
 

http:www.thebenefice.org.uk/ 
 
If you need to contact the benefice administrator, Julie Wolterton, the office 
 number is 741994 and the email address is : the beneficetogether@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Rev Sarah Walsh telephone 676921 or 07809430967 
 

The contact for Starston PCC is via the secretary Ruth Cawcutt  852087 and her 
email is : rcawcutt1@btinternet.com 
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Starston Parish Council 

Martin Wilby County 01379 741504 martin.wilby@norfolk.gov.uk  

Clayton Hudson District 01379 676259 chudson@s-norfolk.gov.uk  

Community Services  

Starston Village Web Site:  www.starstonvillage.co.uk  

Local Councillors 

Local Buses - from Starston to Harleston and 
Starston to Long Stratton and Norwich 

For information  
Ring:  0871 200 2233 

12p a minute plus access charge 

Border Hoppa - dial-a-ride service  Ring:  01379 854800  

Police - (non-emergency) Ring:  101 

Safer Neighbourhood Team          Email: sntharleston@norfolk.pnn.police.uk  

Report Power Cuts Ring 105 

NHS Emergency & Urgent Care Services 
(Including Emergency out of hours chemist) 

Ring:  111 
when it’s less urgent than 999 

Refuse Collection and Queries Ring: 01508 533830 

Harleston Information Plus  Ring: 01379 851917 
hip@harleston-norfolk.org.uk 

Ann Leitch Chair 
 

N’hood Plan  a_leitch@live.co.uk 01379423387 

Richard Franklin Vice Chair Village Sign richard.franklin@hotmail.co.uk 

Janet Broadhurst Footpaths Emergency Plan janetbroadhurst@aol.com  01379853480 

Jane Marsden Member  janelouisemarsden@icloud.com 

Stuart Griffin Welcome  Co-ordinator stuart.griffin@live.co.uk 

Lucy Cave 
Fay Fitch 

Member 
Member 

                               lucycave123@gmail.com 07786321025 
fayfitch@btinternet.com 

Clare Crane     Clerk to the Council and RFO     01379 608590 

To contact Starston Parish Council:  starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
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Brick  Work, General Building, 

Hard Landscaping etc 
 

01379 853471 or 07939 144446 


