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Distribution 
Pigeon Post is delivered free to every home in Starston.   

It can also be sent by email in PDF format.  
To request a PDF version please contact the Co-ordinating Editor. 

Whilst the editorial team do not necessarily agree with the opinions expressed by contributors, 
they believe that the magazine is available for local people to air their views. Letters to the Editor 
must be signed. The Editor reserves the right to alter or amend any copy received.           
Items for inclusion in the next issue MUST reach the Co-ordinating Editor by the 12th of the   
preceding month, (usually earlier in December). Space in the magazine will be allocated on a first 
come, first served basis. Photos and pictures are welcome and will be used wherever possible.  
 

Please send copy by e-mail to: pigeonpost19@gmail.com 

Advertising 
For advertising rates please contact  

 

 Liz Stacey: Tel: 01379 853427   Email: elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 
 

or Sue Moore: Tel: 01379 852387  Email: pigeonpost19@gmail.com 

If you know of any new residents in the village please tell Norman Steer (854245)  
or Sue Moore (852387) so that we can welcome them in Pigeon Post.  

‘For Starston People’                                    Copyright © 2020 PIGEON POST 
The Production Team 

Co-ordinating Editor: Sue Moore:                   Cranes Watering Farm, Rushall Road 
Tel:  852387                 Email:  pigeonpost19@gmail.com 
                                                   suemoore0717@gmail.com 

Editors: Chris Doughty:             Email: chrismartindoughty@gmail.com 

Auriel Gibson:              Email: aurielgibson@wh5.co.uk  

Treasurer: Mandy Carter:              Brick Kiln Farm, Cross Roads 
Tel: 854600                  Email:  mcarter@carrotech.com 

Advertising Manager: Liz Stacey:                   The Old Coach House, Starston 
Tel: 853427                  Email:  elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 

Website:                                      Email:  info@starstonvillage.co.uk 

Distribution  
Organiser:  

Brian Greathead:           Cart Lodge Barn, Church Hill  
Tel: 852352                  Email:  b.greathead@btinternet.com 

Distributors include: Brenda & David Beech, Sarah Beech, Mandy Carter, Patricia 
Lombe-Taylor, Alison Miners, Rosemary & Norman Steer, Anita        
Weatherley and others.  

ISSUE EDITOR Michael Bartlett 

mailto:aurielgibson@wh5.co.uk
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                         V i l l a g e  D i a r y      

 Monday 6th April 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm 

 Annual Parish Meeting in the Jubilee Hall— all welcome 

   Saturday 11th April 3 pm to 4.30 pm 

 SYC Easter Egg Hunt and craft activities—Jubilee Hall 

 Friday 17th April 6 pm to 10 pm 

 Pub Night at the Jubilee Hall 

 Sunday 19th April 12.00 noon 

 Annual Vestry meeting in the church - See Page 9 

 Saturday 9th May 7.30 pm 

 VE Day Celebration Concert - Archbishop Sandcroft—see Page 13 
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Final Copy Date for May edition: 
12.00 Noon - SUNDAY 12th APRIL 

 

To Book the Jubilee Hall - Contact the Bookings Manager:               
 

Robert Wood:  01379 852535 or Email: starstonrobert@gmail.com 
Deputy: Joy Brooks: 01379 854755 or joybrooks2007@yahoo.co.uk 

Let us know of anything happening in the village for this Diary page 
 

Personal adverts and events are free so long as they are not for personal profit   
 

Like us on Facebook http://facebook.com/starstonvillagenorfolk 
 

Starston Village Website: http://starstonvillage.co.uk/ 
 

Jubilee Hall Wi-Fi Hot Spot: Network: Jubilee Hall  Password: Starston 

Facebook email address: starstonFB@btconnect.com 
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ADVERTISE 
HERE 

 
VERY RESONABLE RATES 

 
CONTACT LIZ  FOR DETAILS 

 

01379 853427 
 

elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 
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Around and About the Village 

Brockdish Open Garden 
Sunday 5th April: 12.00 - 4.00 pm 
The Old Coach House, Brockdish  
IP21 4JY 
In aid of St Peters St Pauls Church. 
Woodland walk down to the banks of the 
River Waveney. Beautiful display of 
Spring flowers. 
Teas and Refreshments, Stalls, Jams, 
Books, Raffle, Tombola. 
Adults £3       Dogs welcome on leads 
 

Music Quiz - Pennoyer Centre  
Friday 10th April: 7.00 for 7.30 
Test your music knowledge with our music 
quiz. This quiz is always very popular, so 
book your team in quickly. Teams of up 
to 6 people. Fish and chips served in the 
interval.  
£10 (£4.50 without food)  
Booking essential: 01379 676660 
 
Day Trip to London Mayflower Sites 
Tuesday 21st April  
Join us for a day trip to London to see the 
Mayflower sites. London Blue Badge and 
Mayflower Guide, Chris Green will guide 
us around the City of London and the 
South Bank to see some of the buildings 
and places which played a significant part 
in the Mayflower story. This is a fantastic 
opportunity to combine a trip to London 
and find out more about the Mayflower 
and London history. 
 

To register an interest or for more         
information please send an email to      
info@harlestonsfuture.org.uk.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julian Cardoza   
4 course Taster Menu 

Pennoyer Centre, Saturday 25th April, 7.00  
Enjoy fine dining with local chef Julian 
Cardoza. Julian was head chef at Raymond 
Blanc’s flagship restaurant in London and         
previously worked as a line chef at the 
Ritz. Julian relocated to Norfolk with his 
family to start private dining.  
Cost: £40 per person 
For more information please contact the 
centre 01379 676660. 
 

Hempnall Art Exhibition 
Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th April 
10.30 am - 4.00 pm 
Entrance £1 per person including catalogue 
Over 250 exhibits for sale by club      
members and invited local artists. 
Tea, coffee and homemade cakes available. 
A donation from profits will be given to a 
local charity. 
 

Quiz 'n' Thai 
Saturday 25th April: 6.15 for 7.00 pm 
Alburgh Village Hall 
Quiz - prizes - raffle - bar. 
Tickets £12 which includes Thai supper. 
Pre-booked tickets only. 
Contact 01986 788732. 
In aid of All Saints Church, Alburgh. 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

Coronavirus 
 
All events mentioned in this magazine 

may be subject to change or              
cancellation. Please check with the  

venue and/or the organiser. 
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Notes From A Retired Editor 

So here I am again, 15 months since I last edited an edition of Pigeon Post, back briefly 
as a guest Editor to leave Sue free to move house without having to worry about     
assembling content and printer’s deadlines. I must say it is lovely to be able to put a 
Pigeon Post together again. I always enjoyed the interaction with contributors, fiddling 
around with the software to make sure everything would fit in, picking images (where 
appropriate) to illustrate a particular piece. What I don’t miss is the month by month 
deadline, the remorseless press date ever looming. I take my hat off to Sue, Auriel and 
Chris for meeting this challenge and producing such a high quality village magazine 
each month. 
 
As you may know, there is an archive of previous editions of Pigeon Post on the village 
website. This archive goes back to 2013; before that we only have printed editions. I 
have volunteered to take on the task of scanning them to add to that archive. I am half 
way through 2012 and it is going to be a very long job and I may not make it all the 
way back to 1993. Do have a browse sometime. It is fascinating to read about what was 
happening in Starston in years gone by. 
 
In the meantime enjoy the April edition while I sink back into retirement. 
 

Michael                                                      

The Jubilee Hall has been awarded a grant of £2,500 towards improving access for 
wheelchair users. With help from District Councillors Clayton Hudson and Martin    
Wilby, the improvements at Jubilee Hall competed for support from South Norfolk 
Council’s Community Action Fund. Jubilee Hall’s Management Committee had voted to 
undertake this improvement to ensure that our village hall 
was accessible to everyone, providing a sufficient grant was 
forthcoming to make it affordable. We are grateful to   
Clayton and Martin for their help in securing these funds. 
 
The work will comprise excavating a section of the gravel 
area from the road into the car park and around to the    
entrances and patio area. On a new sub-base, a heavy duty 
gravel grid will then be installed and back filled with    
compacted gravel which will not displace when subjected to 
the pressure of narrow wheels. So wheelchairs which now can get stuck in the gravel will 
be able to manoeuvre easily. This will also benefit buggies and bicycles. 
 
There will be some inconvenience to Hall users for a few days in 2020 when the work is 
carried out, but the benefit will be long lasting. And we will then have a Jubilee Hall 
which is genuinely accessible to all. 
 

 Peter Grimble 

Improved Access for Wheelchairs at Jubilee Hall  
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I don’t know what I expected when I walked into The Giant Houseplant Takeover at 
RHS Wisley, but it certainly wasn’t the phantasmagoria which actually greeted me. The 
front part of the glasshouse had been turned into a series of “rooms”.  Each one was the 
counterpart of a room in a real house and inhabited by the plants which would thrive in 
the conditions there.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So the “living room” had plants that are 
“comfortable in low light and keep to          
themselves” while the “staircase” was a 
jungle of “social climbers that can handle 
poor conditions” and the “dining room” 
was for those that “like fun in the sun but 
are not heavy drinkers”. 
 
Plants rioted everywhere, growing in 
shoes and the seats of chairs, bursting out 
of clocks and cupboards. They doubled 
as chessmen, with the each different 

piece denoted 
by a different 
cactus. They climbed and trailed in a riot of foliage – right 
place, right houseplant.  
 
It was weird and witty and quirky and, above all, it was fun. 

 
Dee the Gardener 

Notes From A Travelling Starston Gardener  
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By Royal Appointment 

Last September the Queen appointed The Lady Dannant MBE Lord Lieutenant 
(pronounced LEF-tenant) of Norfolk. Lady Dannant lives just outside Norwich, close to 
where she grew up. The Lord Lieutenant represents the Monarch in formal and        
ceremonial ways, and she also has responsibilities relating to the appointment of    
Magistrates; it is a post which she will be entitled to hold until the age of 75. To assist 
in her duties the Lord Lieutenant has a number of deputies and eleven new ones were 
announced just a few weeks ago. 
 
They include Philippa Taylor of Starston who, as well as being a partner in the family 
farming business, is a local St John Ambulance president and past president of the 
Harleston Magpies Hockey Club. Her father-in-law Richard Lombe Taylor previously 
held the office of deputy to a former Lord Lieutenant. Some of Philippa’s duties will 
include assisting the Lord Lieutenant at ceremonies such as at the presentation of 
awards and medals, supporting local voluntary organisations and units of the armed  
forces within the county, including cadet units, and standing in for the Lord Lieutenant 
when she is otherwise engaged. 
 
The office itself is military in origin and dates back to the time of Henry VIII.  Former 
Lord Lieutenants were responsible for maintaining order, including any military 
measures necessary for local defence. In fact, it’s only since 1921 that the right to call 
on all able-bodied men of the county to fight in case of need has been relinquished. 
 

Sue Moore 

The Annual Vestry Meeting will be held on Sunday 19th April 2020 at 12 noon in the 
church for the Nomination and Election of Churchwardens, currently Julian L. Taylor 
and John C. Formston. 
 
This will be followed by the Annual Meeting of the Parochial Church Council.  These 
meetings are to deal with the election of officers and members of the Parochial Church 
Council. The church belongs to the village and it is an opportunity to find out what has 
happened during 2019, and to discuss future ideas and proposals for the church. 
 
It is required that an annual review of the Electoral Roll is held. If you wish for your 
name to be included on this Roll or need any further information please contact Ruth 
Cawcutt,  PCC Secretary, email rcawcutt1@btinternet.com or telephone 852087. 

St Margaret's Church, Starston 

Harleston Forget-Me-Not Café 
 

The April Dementia Café has been cancelled due to the Coronavirus. 
 We hope to resume the cafes again in May. 
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Continuing our occasional series about Pigeons who have achieved great things we 
should mention the first pigeons to fly the Atlantic. In July 1919 the airship R34 made 
the crossing from Scotland to New York, the first crossing of the Atlantic by air, a great 
achievement at the time. On its return journey it landed at the Royal Navy Air Service 
(RNAS) airship station, near Pulham St Mary. In 2019, on the 100th anniversary of this 
flight, the Pennoyer Centre mounted a fascinating exhibition of this expedition which 
included selected recordings from the log book of that flight. Here are a couple of them. 
 
 Wednesday 2nd July 1919. 8.45 pm.  Greenland, the First Officer of the ship, is  

vainly trying to discover the culprit who used his toothbrush for stirring the mustard 
at lunch! Found a tabby kitten in forepart of keel. There are also two carrier pigeons 
on board and it is rather a question as to what use they can ever be, and what we had 
better do with them. Pigeons only fly overseas in the direction in which they have 
been trained, and, as these have been trained in the North Sea to fly west, they would 
presumably fly towards America directly we let them go, regardless of whether they 
could do the distance or not. We decide to keep them on board and, if not necessary 
to use them on outward journey, to release them in sight of Ireland on return journey 
to see if they would (a) fly towards land if they could see it, (b) get on from Ireland to 
England. Anyway, if not released at all, they can claim to be the first pigeons to fly 
(?) the Atlantic! 

 
It does seem rather optimistic to take carrier pigeons on a voyage like that but it doesn’t 
do to underestimate pigeons, as a later entry in the log makes clear.  
 
 Thursday 10th July 1919. 8.30 pm.  The gramophone is a real pleasure on this 

homeward journey, a magnificent instrument presented to the crew by Mr Edison. 
One of our pigeons escaped in New York when allowed out for exercise and so we 
only have one on the return journey. He takes his food well and ‘coos’ loudly every 
time the gramophone starts up – his wicker cage being hung on a girder outside the 
crew’s mess deck.  

 
There is a footnote to this entry in the log book 
 

The pigeon which escaped was afterwards picked up in an exhausted condition by a 
west-bound steamer 800 miles out into the Atlantic having made a valiant attempt to 
fly back to England. 

 
Well done, that pigeon. It did its best, though 
it probably didn’t know what it was up 
against. It certainly worked harder than the 
other one who just sat in its cage for two  
voyages, cooing at the gramophone.  
 
 
 

Air Pioneer Pigeons 
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Training A Guide Dog Puppy 

On Thursday 12th March Richard and Jill Bussien 
gave a talk in the Jubilee Hall about their work as 
Guide Dog Puppy Walkers. Richard and Jill are   
volunteers who take puppies who are destined to  
become guide dogs and prepare them for the full 
guide dog training. They work to an established   
pattern laid down by the Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association but basically they bring up the puppy in 
a normal home and take the dog into a range of social 
situations – shops, crowds, railway stations and so on 
- to get them used to a wide variety of surroundings 
and people. After a year or so they have to let the 
puppy go so that it can move on to the full guide dog 
training programme. It is amazing the range of things 
that a fully trained guide dog can do for its visually 
impaired owner, but the full training takes a long time and there is a  waiting list of   
people who need guide dogs.  

 
As well as hearing about Richard and Jill’s 
experience as puppy walkers, we were also 
told a lot about the guide dog training       
programme in general. The Guide Dogs for 
the Blind Association breeds its own dogs 
from which it selects those which appear to 
be suitable for the full training. Not all dogs 
are, and some don’t make it through to the 
final stage. Sometimes, if a dog turns out not 
to be suitable for working with a visually 
impaired person, then it might still be suitable 
for other such work, maybe as a hearing dog 
for a deaf person. 
 

Richard and Jill were accompanied by Vinny, a 6 month old golden Labrador retriever. 
Vinny, not surprisingly, was very well behaved. He barked once or twice and allowed us 
to take his picture but then he lay down and went to sleep. 
 
It was a very informative evening and the Jubilee Hall was able to make a donation of 
£90 to the Guide Dogs Association thanks to the generosity of those who came. We 
would like to thank Richard and Jill and Vinny for coming to talk and bark to us. Thanks 
also to all those who baked cakes, scones, shortbread and so on which provided a      
welcome refreshment break at the end of the talk while the questions were still flowing.   

Thank You 
 

The Jubilee Hall Management Committee would like to thank Ben Wilson for his help 
in providing banners for us to hang from the railings at the hall. It is much appreciated 
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The Student Cross 

During Easter week 2019 there was debate on the Starston Facebook page about why a 
group of people were walking through Starston carrying a cross.  What was it all about?  
 
The village of Walsingham in north Norfolk, and specifically the shrine of Our Lady of 
Walsingham, has been a place of pilgrimage for both Roman Catholics and Anglicans for 
centuries. In 1948 the first Student Cross pilgrims, a group of Roman Catholic students 
and chaplains, walked from London to Walsingham. The next year a similar group joined 
them, walking from Nottingham. Gradually other groups joined, and despite a decline in 
numbers during the 1960s the organisation has continued and flourished. In 1972 it    
became ecumenical and in the 1980s the Family Cross was introduced and now families 
as well as students make the pilgrimage. Although many of the 300 or so expected will 
walk 120 miles or more over an eight day period, there are now many shorter routes to 
accommodate people of all ages and abilities. The aim is to arrive in Walsingham by 
Easter Sunday. This year there are seven main routes (legs) plus those that begin within 
the county. The walk will take place between 4th and 12th April. I didn’t see them come 
through Starston myself last year, but previously I have seen them on Maundy Thursday. 
47 miles to go!   
 
This year a Pilgrim’s Ale is being especially brewed in the neighbouring village of East 
Barsham, I’m sure it will be very popular after such a walk. 

Sue 

Report a Footpath 

Many of us use the wide network of footpaths in and around 
the village and sometimes we find a problem. It might be a 
broken stile, a loose handrail, some kind of blockage or maybe 
it is simply overgrown and impassable. It is very easy to say 
“Oh, what a nuisance “ and do nothing about it but that won’t 
solve the problem. Much better to report it to Janet Broadhurst 
who is the Footpath Warden on Starston Parish Council. 
 
There are two ways you can do this. You can use the Starston 
village website by going to the Parish Council tab, clicking on 
Footpaths and then clicking on the link to leave a Footpath Report. These reports are 
regularly monitored. If you are not already a User of the site then you will need to     
register first but this process is both safe and easy. If you have a problem with registering 
let us know at: info@starstonvillage.co.uk  and help will be forthcoming. 
 
Alternatively you can contact Janet direct either on 07956 423223 or by email at:      
janetbroadhurst@aol.com   Either way, remember to give details of the path and the 
problem, including the date. You can also send a photo if you wish. Please help us keep 
our footpath network open and in good repair. 
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Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market 
 

Saturday 4th April 
 

And every first Saturday of the Month 
9.30 am -  12 midday 

  
Lots of stalls inside All Saint's Church, in the Royal Oak and outside on Church Plain.  
  
Looking forward to Spring now and the market brings lots of stalls both indoors and 
out... the usual very mixed and very interesting offering of over 35 independent, local, 
stallholders. As well as gifts, crafts, vintage, artisan breads, cakes and savouries, find 
nice things for the garden this month with the welcome return of Sally's selection of 
lovely plants, bulbs and helpful advice. There'll also be stands with garden ornaments, 
garden decorations with rustic appeal, and a supplier of specific bee-friendly plants. 
  
Joy's Junk makes a welcome return following winter hibernation - all sorts of interesting 
things to be found on her stall. Also search out the locally hand-made jewellery, plus 
vegan and organic cosmetics and skincare, all made in the UK. Look for the large 
Fairtrade table supporting similar small ethical crafters and makers overseas.  
  
The Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market is a monthly event on the first Saturday of 
each month. It is run as a co-operative, non-profit making venture, with stallholders and  
organisers from both Laxfield and from the local area making it the vibrant market it has 
become. The Market welcomes newcomers as customers or sellers, and one-off stalls 
help make the morning interesting, so if having a Spring clean and sort out, why not 
book a future slot for stall space with Catherine Cawood on 01986 798852? 
  
Cake, tea and coffee will be available in the Church, and in the Royal Oak breakfasts, 
bacon butties and teas/coffees, beer and lunches will all be on offer, plus goodies for 
immediate consumption from the bakes stalls. 
  

The Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market welcomes you on the first Saturday     
morning of every month – 

  
A fantastic community co-operative market run by lovely friendly people and  

raising funds for Laxfield Church! 

Community Speedwatch 
 

Illness among volunteers prevented Speedwatch  
activity during  February. 

Coordinator 
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This month’s pub night is on Friday 17th April from 6.00 pm 
until 10.00 pm at the Jubilee Hall. Mine host is Chris Doughty 
who will be dispensing the booze and running his traditionally 
fiendish quiz. Teams can enter for a stake of £1 per person – 
winners take all.  
 
Fish and chips can be delivered to the Hall and can be ordered 
right up until 7 o’clock on the night. For further information, or 
to book your fish and chips, please contact Chris on 01379 
423515. 

Jubilee Hall - April Pub Night 

COME & ENJOY A MUSICAL 
 

“VE DAY COMMEMORATIVE CONCERT” 
 

Performed by  
THE SOUTH NORFOLK YOUTH SYMPHONIC BAND  

 
SATURDAY  9th MAY  7.30 pm  

 
In the main hall 

AT ARCHBISHOP SANCROFT SCHOOL 
 

Light refreshments will be served in the interval & a pay bar available. 
 

Tickets: Adults £10 & U16 £5 Available from  
Ruth Cawcutt Tel. 852087 or John Formston Tel. 853042  

Or from The Harleston Information Centre 

Proceeds to Starston Church & SNYSB 

Future Pub Nights 
 
A list of all the other Pub Night dates this year can be found by clicking on “Events in 
2020” link on the Jubilee Hall tab of the village website and they are also listed on the 
poster on the notice board outside the Hall. 
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The Borderhoppa 2020 outings leaflet is now available. We have many trips arranged 
throughout the year including pub lunches, garden centres, the coast, mystery tours, boat 
trips and many more. You can pick up a leaflet at your local library, information centre, 
GP surgery, from one of our drivers or by calling the office and we’ll post one to you.  
 
Need help with transport?  Borderhoppa buses are available to people of all ages who are 
unable to use ordinary bus services either because of mobility difficulties or because 
there isn’t a bus service for them to use. 
 
Our door-to-door dial a ride service can take you shopping, to medical appointments 
(excluding hospitals), to visit a friend or relative or attend a local club. 
 
If you are a member of a local not for profit community group, you can hire our         
minibuses with a driver for outings. 
 
If you would like to find out more about the great service we provide please call us on 
01379 854800 or visit our website www.borderhoppa.org 

As well as offering more than twenty interest groups and a regular monthly meeting with 
a speaker and some social time, membership of U3A will give you the opportunity of 
joining coach outings without the stress of driving and parking but with lively, friendly 
company. 
 
This year, thanks to our enterprising Events Officer, Trevor Scott, trips to Hoveton Hall 
and Gardens (including afternoon tea), Pensthorpe Natural Park and Gardens and West 
Stow Anglo-Saxon Village and Country Park have been planned. 
 
U3A is aimed at anyone who is no longer in full time employment. Find out more by 
logging on to our website at https://u3asites.org.uk/harleston/home  or telephone   
Membership Secretary, Kim on 01986 788149 or come along to one of our monthly 
meetings which are held on the third Wednesday of the month, 2.00 pm at St. John’s 
Church, Harleston. 

Borderhoppa  

Harleston and District U3A 

Reminder - Photo Calendar Competition 
 
Robinson’s Stationers in Harleston is running a competition to find images for their 
2021 calendar. Details can be found in the March Pigeon Post (still available on the  
village website) or ask in the shop. 
 

Closing date is 31st May so check the rules and get clicking. 
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Farewell:  This will be my final recipe, as Ed and I are very sad to be leaving Skinners 
Lane after eight and a half very happy years. 

We are moving just over the border to Cratfield, so won’t be that far away and still have 
family ties to Starston so I’m sure we will be turning up like bad pennies often enough! 
In the meantime we’d like to thank the residents of Starston for all their warmth,       
kindness and friendship over the past years. We’re going to miss living here very much, 
it was a difficult decision to leave. 

Here is a sentimental recipe for Madeleines in the spirit of all the memories we will   
return to - what would be the Starston equivalent of Proust’s transporting bites I wonder? 
One of Auriel’s perfectly decorated cup cakes on fireworks night? The tea and biscuits 
dispensed by Sue Grimble on a cold January morning on the Glebe to grateful workers? 
A summer fete burger flipped by Julian and Dickon? Or perhaps simply a spoonful of 
Glebe Meadow Honey – Peter Grimble was kind enough to give us the first ever jar as a 
wedding present in 2014 and it has been eaten in our house nearly every day since… 

Au revoir! 

Lucy 

 

 

 

 

The Madeleines:  You will need a special tin for these, but you can buy them for 
about  £10.00 and really get your money’s worth – these little cakes are perfect for tea 
time, to serve as pudding with some fruit or ice cream, and also make wonderful        
presents. Or you could just eat them all yourself. 

Makes about 16  

90g unsalted butter, plus 2 tbsp to grease 
2 medium eggs 
70g caster sugar 
15g demerara sugar 
¼ tsp salt 
2 tsp runny honey 
90g plain flour 
½ tsp baking powder 

Melt the butter in a medium pan over a medium-high heat, bring to the boil and allow to 
simmer until it begins to turn golden brown. Quickly pour into a heatproof bowl to stop 
it cooking any further and allow to cool. 

Whisk the eggs in a large bowl with both sugars and the salt until lightened in colour and 
voluminous. Beat in the honey, followed by the cooled butter. 

Lucy’s Kitchen: Farewell Madeleines  
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The Welkin 

 

Whisk together the flour and baking powder to get rid of any lumps, then gently fold into 
the egg mixture. Press some clingfilm on to the top and then chill for at least an hour, 
and up to 12. 

Meanwhile, generously grease your tin and dust with flour, shaking off the excess. Chill 
this too. Put a scant tablespoonful of the batter into each mould – don’t fill it completely 
– then chill for another hour. 

Heat the oven, and a baking tray, to 180C. When you’re 
ready to bake, slide the tin on to the hot baking tray. 
Bake for about 9½-10 minutes, keeping an eye on them; 
once they look golden on top, whip them out, allow to 
cool for a minute, then prise the cakes from their moulds 
and on to a cooling rack. Eat as soon as cool enough. 

Walking in Starston from our house in 
Skinners Lane - the beginning of a new 

journey or a new path ahead ? 

Advance Information 
 
On Tuesday 9th June in Diss Corn Hall there is an “As Live” performance from the   
National Theatre of Lucy Kirkwood’s play The Welkin. 
 
It takes place in rural Suffolk in 1759. As the country waits for Halley’s comet, a young 
woman is sentenced to hang for a heinous murder. When she claims to be pregnant, a 
jury of 12 matrons are taken from their housework to decide whether she is telling the 
truth. With only midwife Lizzy Luke (played by Maxine Peake) prepared to defend the 
girl, the matrons wrestle with their new authority and the devil in their midst.  
 
This is a bold and gripping thriller by Starston’s own internationally acclaimed         
playwright, Lucy Kirkwood. You might be moving away, Lucy, but you’ll always be 
part of Starston for many of us. 
 
The performance starts at 7.15 pm. Tickets cost £13 (£10 for under 18s) and can be 
booked by calling  the box office at Diss Corn Hall on 01379 652241 
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Daffodils 

 

I love daffodils. I find them the most cheerful of flowers and find in them a glimmer of 
hope that winter will soon be over so I thought I would share this poem with you. 
 

Debbie Griffin 
 

I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud  
 
I wandered lonely as a cloud 
That floats on high o'er vales and hills, 
When all at once I saw a crowd, 
A host, of golden daffodils; 
Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 
 
Continuous as the stars that shine 
And twinkle on the milky way, 
They stretched in never-ending line 
Along the margin of a bay: 
Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 
 
The waves beside them danced; but they 
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee: 
A poet could not but be gay, 
In such a jocund company: 
I gazed - and gazed - but little thought 
What wealth the show to me had brought: 
 
For oft, when on my couch I lie 
In vacant or in pensive mood, 
They flash upon that inward eye 
Which is the bliss of solitude; 
And then my heart with pleasure fills, 
And dances with the daffodils. 
 

William Wordsworth 

The inspiration for the poem came from a walk 
Wordsworth took with his sister Dorothy 

around Glencoyne Bay, Ullswater, in the Lake 
District in 1802. He would draw on this to 

compose “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” in 
1804, inspired by Dorothy's journal entry    

describing the walk. 
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Easter Hope 
(Message from the Rector) 

My garden at the moment is beginning to spring up again into life and it is wonderful to 

see all the bright colours again of the various flowers. It is also great too to hear the bird 

song both in the early morning and evening which tells me that spring is approaching and 
very soon we will be celebrating Easter once more.  

 

The date for Easter is always rather confusing as it as it changes from year to year. The 
reason for this variation is that Easter always falls on the first Sunday after the first full 

moon following the spring equinox. The joy of Easter is of course celebrating the      

resurrection of Jesus Christ and the assurance that death and evil had been conquered. 
There is a poem by Joanna Fuchs called “Easter Love” which perhaps sums up the    

meaning of Easter really well. You can read it by using this link: 

 
https://bit.ly/2TCHReS 

 

Easter then is a time of hope for new beginnings, fresh starts, new birth and rebirth and 

so it does seem most appropriate to celebrate it during this time of year when creation 

and nature are springing back into life again.  
 

Where, though, does the tradition of the Easter bunny and Easter eggs come from?  Well 

that apparently dates back to the 17th century when there was an increasing recognition 
of childhood as a time of life that should be joyous, not simply as preparatory for     

adulthood. This “discovery of childhood” and the doting upon children had profound 

effects on how Easter was celebrated and this was when the development of Easter eggs 
and the Easter bunny became especially important.   

 

There is then of course then a very serious side to Easter through remembering Jesus’ 
death and resurrection but it is of course good too to enjoy the beauty of spring and the 

wonder of new life through the fun of the Easter Bunny and also from eating Easter eggs.   

 
May you find renewed hope, peace and love in our Lord Jesus Christ once again during 

this Easter time. 

 
With my good wishes to you all and hope and pray that you may be renewed in hope and 

peace this Eastertime. Happy Easter.  

 
The Reverend Sarah Walsh  

(Rector of Dickleburgh and the Pulhams) 

Editor’s Note: We were unable to print the poem mentioned in this article because of 
copyright reasons. However, it is available on the web and can be read by using the link 
above. 

https://bit.ly/2TCHReS
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Using Harleston Library 

You can now access almost all of the services of Harleston Library outside of staffed 
hours by using your Library card and PIN. You can browse and issue books and        
audiobooks, use our public PCs (including a scanner), weigh your baby, do your       
photocopying, or simply sit and read or work. Pop into the branch during staffed hours 
to get this set up on your Library account. 
  

The Library is open at the following times  
Monday - Friday: 8.00 am-7.00 pm 
Saturday: 8.00 am – 4.00 pm 
Sunday: 10.00 am – 4.00 pm 

 

The hours when staff are in the Library are: 
Monday: 11.30 am – 7.00 pm 
Wednesday: 10.00 am – 7.00 pm 
Friday: 11.30 am – 7.00 pm 
Saturday: 11.30 am – 4.00 pm 

 

We have regular free events for all ages at Harleston Library: 

 Wednesdays, 10.15 – 11.00 am: Bounce & Rhyme Time, with Stay & Chat to follow 
– bring your baby along for a singalong, and stop for a cup of tea. 

 Wednesdays (term time), 3.45 - 4.45 pm: Lego Club. 

 Wednesdays, 2.00 – 4.00 pm: Just a Cuppa – pop in for a cup of tea or coffee and a 
biscuit, and have a chat with us and other people from your local community.  

 Wednesdays, fortnightly, 2.00 – 4.00 pm: Knit & Knatter – pop in with your knitting 
project – or start one! – and catch up with our regulars. 

 
For further information call us on 01379 852549 or pop in during our staffed hours. 
  

Ryan Watts, Library Manager  
Norfolk County Council  

Vacancies for Tower Bell Ringers at St Margaret's, Starston 
 

 A fine ring or six easy to ring bells need ringers. 

 Services are 11.00 each Sunday, practices and training at time convenient to 
ringers. 

 If you are an experienced or a lapsed ringer a rope awaits you. 

 New ringers can be trained by an experienced teacher. It is not hard work, young 
or old, ladies or gents can be handling a bell within five training sessions.  Why 
not come as a family? 

 Just contact 01379 853967 for details. 

 A tester session can be arranged at a time convenient to you. 
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VE Day 
 

Victory in Europe Day, generally known 
as VE Day (United Kingdom) or V-E 
Day (North America), is a day celebrating the 
formal acceptance by the Allies of World 
War II of Nazi Germany's unconditional   
surrender of its armed forces on 8th May 
1945. 
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Answers to the March Crossword 

Local Films in April 
Pennoyers Film    (Pulham St Mary)                 
Title:  Knives Out (15)  Whodunnit Drama 
Date: Friday 17th April   Time:  8.00 pm.   Doors open 7.15 pm 
Cost: Adults £5.00 in advance, £5.50 on the door 
When renowned crime novelist Harlan Thrombey is found dead at his estate just after his 
85th birthday, the inquisitive and debonair Detective Benoit Blanc is mysteriously enlisted to 
investigate. From Harlan's dysfunctional family to his devoted staff, Blanc sifts through a 
web of red herrings and self-serving lies to uncover the truth behind Harlan's untimely death.  
 
Harleston Film  (Masonic Rooms, Thoroughfare, Harleston)  
Title:  Blinded By The Light (12a)  Comedy, Drama, Music 
Date: Thursday 23rd April    Time: 2.00 pm & 7.30 pm (doors 30 minutes earlier) 
Cost:  £4 payable on entry, but please book at Harleston Information Plus 01379 851917, or 
email hip@harleston-norfolk.org.uk giving names and which performance. 
In England in 1987, a teenager from an Asian family learns to live his life, understand 
his family and find his own voice through the music of American rock star Bruce 
Springsteen.  
Ice cream will be available in the interval.  Bar available in the evening, courtesy of 
Harleston Masonic Lodge 
Further info: Carolyn 854752, Lesley 854897 
 
Alburgh Film  (Alburgh Village Hall)   
Title:  Knives Out (12A)  Whodunnit/Drama 
Date: Friday 18th April   Time:  7.30 pm.   Doors & Bar open 6.45 pm 
Cost: £5, under 16’s £2.50 
A crime novelist dies just after his 85th birthday and an inquisitive detective arrives to     
investigate. He sifts through a web of red herrings and self-serving lies to uncover the truth. 
Starring: Ana de Armes, Daniel Craig, Jamie Lee Curtis 
Bar. Ice Creams in the interval. 
Further details 01986 788477  http://www.alburgh.org.uk/ 

ACROSS 
 

1. Lion 
4. Archaic 
9. Odd 
10. Acted 
11. Reify 
12. Ure 
13. Easel 
15. Rabbits 
17. Before 
19. Afters 
23. Reoccur 

26. Lungs 
29. Ova 
30. Iceni 
31. Fitch 
32. Ute 
33. Sappers 
34. Lamb 
 

 DOWN 
2. Iotas 
3. Nodular 
4. Adhere 
5. Carob 

6. Alibi 
7. Cayuses 
14. Ape 
16. Bot 
17. Barbies 
18. Orc 
20. Falafel 
21. Rag 
22. Crocus 
24. One-Up 
25. Chine 
27. Notum 
28. Soho 
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April Crossword by Nona 

1   2    3  4   5 

      6       

  7        8   

9         10    

    11    12     

             

 13            

14            15 

    16         

17   18      19    

  20           

             

21       22      

 
 

CLUES ACROSS 
 

1. Old fashioned tool for cutting crops (6) 
3. Headquarters of many international bodies (6) 
7. Calmness of mind (9) 
9. Wild animal droppings (4) 
10. Growth of long hair on neck of a horse (4) 
11. Golf club to keep a door open (5) 
13. Remembered (11) 
16. Throaty snarl (5) 
17. Lisa in Paris (4) 
19. Coin aperture or reserved place (4) 
20. To all appearances (9) 
21. Scottish folk hero (3,3) 
22. Kidnap (6) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 CLUES DOWN 
 
1. Add spices (6) 
2. Faster than a walk (4) 
4. Typical, standard or an over familiar Steer (4) 
5. State a fact confidently (6) 
6. Without feeling (4-7) 
7. A Great Russian ruler (9) 
8. Seriously (9) 
11. Not right (5) 
12. Be exceptionally good at something (5) 
14. Hit or beat something repeatedly (6) 
15. Sherlock’s skill is to …. (6) 
18. Allege as a fact in support of a plea (4) 
19. Slipped (4) 
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Benefice Services in April 

Web Site for all information on the Benefice:       http:www.thebenefice.org.uk/ 

Key To Services 

HC:  Holy Communion PC: Parish Communion 

BCP: Book of Common Prayer SW: Sunday Worship 

CC: Café Church  

Starston PCC Secretary:  Ruth Cawcutt.  
Tel: 01379  852087  Email: rcawcutt1@btinternet.com 

 
 

5th 
Palm Sunday 

12th  
Easter Day 

19th 
Easter 2 

26th 
Easter 3 

Extra  
Easter  

Services 

Dickle-
burgh 

9.30am 
Easter  

Communion 

9.30am  
BCP Matins 

9.30am         
PC 

9th  7.30pm 
Maunday  
Thursday  

Communion 

9.30am         
All Age  

Communion 

Pulham  
Market 

8.00am Easter 
Communion 

10.45am       
 Memorial Hall 

 
9.30am         

HC 
 
 

9.30am         
SW 

Good Friday 
11.15 

Service on the 
Green 

9.30am HC 
 

Pulham  
St Mary 

9.30am 
Easter  

Communion 

 
9.30am 

HC 
 

 
9.30am 

BCP Matins 
 

Good Friday  
10.30  

Walk of Witness 
to Pulham  

Market 

 
8.00am  

HC 
 

Rushall 
11.00am  
Easter         

Communion 

11.00am 
SW 

11.00am         
SW 

 
11.00am  

BCP Matins 

Starston 
 

 

11.00am 
BCP Easter 
Communion 

 
11.00am 

BCP  
Matins 

 

11.00am 
Great & Small 

Good Friday 
2pm  

The Last Hour 

11.00am 
BCP  

Communion 

Thelveton 

 

11.00am 
Easter  

Communion 

Church Open for 
Private Prayer 

11.00am  
SW 

23rd 7.30pm  
@ Shimpling 

Evening Prayer 

11.00am 
BCP Matins 

     

Easter Eve Saturday 11th 
Dickleburgh 6pm Lighting 
the Paschal Candle 
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Starston Parish Council 

Martin Wilby County 01379 741504 martin.wilby@norfolk.gov.uk  

Clayton Hudson District 01379 676259 chudson@s-norfolk.gov.uk  

Community Services  

Starston Village Web Site:  www.starstonvillage.co.uk  

Local Councillors 

Local Buses - from Starston to Harleston and 
Starston to Long Stratton and Norwich 

For information  
Ring:  0871 200 2233 

12p a minute plus access charge 

Border Hoppa - dial-a-ride service  Ring:  01379 854800  

Police - (non-emergency) Ring:  101 

Safer Neighbourhood Team          Email: sntharleston@norfolk.pnn.police.uk  

Report Power Cuts Ring 105 

NHS Emergency & Urgent Care Services 
(Including Emergency out of hours chemist) 

Ring:  111 
when it’s less urgent than 999 

Refuse Collection and Queries Ring: 01508 533830 

Harleston Information Plus  Ring: 01379 851917 
hip@harleston-norfolk.org.uk 

Ann Leitch Chair N’hood Plan  a_leitch@live.co.uk 01379423387 

Richard Franklin Vice Chair Village Sign richard.franklin@hotmail.co.uk 

Janet Broadhurst Footpaths Emergency Plan janetbroadhurst@aol.com  01379853480 

Jane Marsden Member  janelouisemarsden@icloud.com 

Stuart Griffin Welcome  Co-ordinator stuart.griffin@live.co.uk 

Lucy Cave Member  lucycave123@gmail.com 07786321025 

Fay Fitch Member                                fayfitch@btinternet.com 

Clare Crane     Clerk to the Council and RFO     01379 608590 

To contact Starston Parish Council:  starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
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Brick  Work, General Building, 

Hard Landscaping etc 
 

01379 853471 or 07939 144446 


