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Distribution 
Pigeon Post is delivered free to every home in Starston.   

It can also be sent by email in PDF format.  
To request a PDF version please contact the Co-ordinating Editor. 

Whilst the editorial team do not necessarily agree with the opinions expressed by contributors, 
they believe that the magazine is available for local people to air their views. Letters to the Editor 
must be signed. The Editor reserves the right to alter or amend any copy received.           
Items for inclusion in the next issue MUST reach the Co-ordinating Editor by the 12th of the   
preceding month, (usually earlier in December). Space in the magazine will be allocated on a first 
come, first served basis. Photos and pictures are welcome and will be used wherever possible.  
 

Please send copy by e-mail to: pigeonpost19@gmail.com 

Advertising 
For advertising rates please contact  

 

 Liz Stacey: Tel: 01379 853427   Email: elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 
 

or Sue Moore: Tel: 01379 852387  Email: pigeonpost19@gmail.com 

If you know of any new residents in the village please tell Norman Steer (854245)  
or Sue Moore (852387) so that we can welcome them in Pigeon Post.  

‘For Starston People’                                    Copyright  2020 PIGEON POST 
The Production Team 

Co-ordinating Editor: Sue Moore:                   Cranes Watering Farm, Rushall Road 
Tel:  852387                 Email:  pigeonpost19@gmail.com 
                                                   suemoore0717@gmail.com 

Editors: Chris Doughty:             Email: chrismartindoughty@gmail.com 
Auriel Gibson:              Email: aurielgibson@wh5.co.uk  

Treasurer: Mandy Carter:              Brick Kiln Farm, Cross Roads 
Tel: 854600                  Email:  mcarter@carrotech.com 

Advertising Manager: Liz Stacey:                   The Old Coach House, Starston 
Tel: 853427                  Email:  elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 

Website:                            Email:  starstonwebsite@starstonvillage.co.uk 

Distribution  
Organiser:  

Brian Greathead:           Cart Lodge Barn, Church Hill  
Tel: 852352                  Email:  b.greathead@btinternet.com 

Distributors include: Brenda & David Beech, Sarah Beech, Mandy Carter, Patricia 
Lombe-Taylor, Alison Miners, Rosemary & Norman Steer, Anita        
Weatherley and others.  

ISSUE EDITOR Auriel Gibson 

mailto:aurielgibson@wh5.co.uk
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                         V i l l a ge  D ia r y      

 Monday 2nd March 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm 

  Parish Council Meeting in the Jubilee Hall—all welcome 

   Sunday 8th March 2.30 pm to 4.30 pm 

 SYC Slime Sunday in the Jubilee Hall                  

 Thursday 12th March 7.30 pm  

 Training a Guide Dog Puppy  -  Jubilee Hall     see p 10 

 Saturday 14th March 7pm 

 St Patrick’s Day Supper and Pub Night  -  Jubilee Hall  see p 10 

 Monday 6th April  7.30 pm to 9.30 pm 

 Annual Parish Meeting  in the Jubilee Hall-  all welcome 
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Final Copy Date for April edition: 
12.00 Noon - THURSDAY 12th MARCH 

 

To Book the Jubilee Hall - Contact the Bookings Manager:               
 

Robert Wood:  01379 852535 or Email: starstonrobert@gmail.com 
Deputy: Joy Brooks: 01379 854755 or joybrooks2007@yahoo.co.uk 

Let us know of anything happening in the village for this Diary page 
 

Personal adverts and events are free so long as they are not for personal profit   
 

Like us on Facebook http://facebook.com/starstonvillagenorfolk 
 

Starston Village Website: http://starstonvillage.co.uk/ 
 

Jubilee Hall Wi-Fi Hot Spot: Network: Jubilee Hall  Password: Starston 

Facebook email address: starstonFB@btconnect.com 
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ADVERTISE 
HERE 

 
VERY RESONABLE RATES 

 
CONTACT LIZ  FOR DETAILS 

 

01379 853427 
 

elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 
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Around and About the Village 

Onward Players & Friends 
 5th to 7th March 2020 
Archbishop Sancroft High School 

Aladdin 
Performances starts at 7.30pm + Saturday 
2.30pm ,  
Tickets: £9  (conc £7) available from  
Onward Enterprises  01379 854234 
Robinson's Traditional Stationers,  
Harleston and 
www.onwardenterprisesic.co.uk 

 
Mark Anthony - Motown  

Sixties and more 
Saturday 7th March 2020 
Alburgh Village Hall 
A night of fantastic music and dance 
Tickets £13 01986 788934 / 788732 
(inc knife and fork buffet available  
between 6.45 - 7.45pm) 
Ticket only admission 
Doors and bar open 6.15pm  Starts 8pm:   
www.alburghvillagehall.uk 

 
Harleston Spring Market 

Saturday 7th March 2020 
10am - 4pm 
Market Place & Exchange Street,  
Harleston, Norfolk. 
Street Food - Art, Craft & Gift Stalls 
Free Parking 

 
Quiz Night, Alburgh 

Saturday 14th March 2020 
Alburgh Village Hall 
In aid of the Waveney Trust 
Tickets £6pp (inc light supper) 
Maximum 8 per team - prizes Pre-booked 
tickets only! available from Julie 01986 
788934 
Doors open 6.15pm for 7pm start 
Bar and raffle 

Day Trip to London  
Mayflower Sites 

Monday 16th March 2020 
 London Blue Badge and Mayflower 
Guide, Chris Green will guide us around 
the Mayflower sites of the South Bank . 
To register an interest or for more  
information please send an email to  
info@harlestonsfuture.org.uk.  
 

Mayflower 400 : Medicine in 
17th Century England 

Thursday 19th March 2020 
19 Mar, 19:30 – 22:00 
St John the Baptist Church, Harleston 
Historian Dr Joy Hawkins (UEA) will  
consider the state of medical knowledge in 
the 17th century that Samuel Fuller would 
have been able to draw upon as the  
Plantation’s medic. This one is not for the 
feint hearted or squeamish. 
 
 Tickets £5 per person (£4 conc) at in-
fo@harlestonsfuture.org.uk  (pre-booking 
recommended) - or can be purchased at the 
door.  

Brockdish Daffodil Open  
Garden 

Sunday 29th March 2020 
The Old Coach House, The Street,  
Brockdish, IP21 4JY 
Open 10am to 4pm 
2 acres of woodland and gardens, leading 
down to the River Waveney, 
In aid of East Anglian Air Ambulance,  
N & N Boudicca Breast Cancer Appeal.  
St Elizabeth Hospice, Prostate Cancer, and 
other local charities. 
Tea, Cakes and Refreshments available. 
Stalls, Jams, Craft Stalls, Raffle, Tombola 
Plants. 
Adults £3 Children free with an Adult 
Dogs welcome on leads. 

http://www.onwardenterprisesic.co.uk
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Editor’s Notes 

                         
I am very proud to belong to the Pigeon Post Team.    Over the last few months I have 
shown Pigeon Post to a number of people outside Starston and always the response 
has been positive, often tinged with a little bit of jealousy as they reflect on our      
village, its sense of community and its level of activity.  There is generally a level of 
kindness in Starston from many smiley faces which is  
palpable even from our magazine. 
 
The Jubilee Hall features this month by virtue of its  
annual report, and its events.  Make sure you book early for 
the events on page 10-the level of cuisine over the last few 
months has been superb and I'm sure the  
St Patrick's Day event on the 14th March will be equally 
good..  I know nothing about the Training of a Guide Dog 
and I look forward to finding out on 12 March.   
 
And the 100 club:   I don't know how they do it!   I’ve managed to win  
something at least four times in the period I've been a member (about 10yrs)-and there 
is always a little bit of ‘frisson’ when the numbers are called out!   £12 a year is but 
one pound a month but the money is put to good use.  The whole Jubilee Hall and 
Glebe Meadow Teams work hard for the benefit of the village and I know we all  
appreciate their hard work.  Peter would welcome a bit of extra help with the mowing 
in order to maintain the Glebe Meadow in the manner to which we have become  
accustomed and details are on page 15.  

 
Last year, Professor Tim O’ Riordan OBE,    
( retired professor  from UEA and Govt advisor) spoke to a 
small group from  the Neighbourhood Planning Group about his 
work and the general concept of ‘Global Warming’. Some of the 
issues he mentioned are reported on page 20. Tim kindly opened 
the Glebe Meadow in 2012 and is known to some in the village 
and if  a sufficient number of people are interested in the issues 
described on page 20, he might be able to return to Starston to 
speak at a meeting in the  Jubilee Hall.   

Please let the PP team know if you would like this idea to go forward.              
  
                                       
Little Pots Required, please.  
 
 SYC is running another Starston Slime Sunday on Sunday 8th March.  For this we 
need the small plastic pots (clean!) that once contained sauce, that you get with take 
away Chinese meals.  If you have any of these please pass them on to a member of the 
SYC team.  The children can then use them to take home their slime!    
  
Thank you-Ann Leitch.                                                                    See page 12 
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Collect those stamps: they can help charities 

 
 
As many of you know I collect used stamps and send 
them to a charity. For 2020 I have decided to send them 
to the Royal National Institute for the Blind. Apparently, 
they receive £20 per kilo, so a lot of stamps need to be 
collected to make a kilo.  
 
The RNIB say..... 
“We ask that people trim the stamps to leave an  
approximate margin of around 1cm around the 
stamps. This will ensure the  
perforations of the stamp aren’t damaged but will leave sufficient paper for the  
collector to hold and utilise. If stamps are donated with huge excesses of paper this 
will result in a reduced price for the stamps. We would like to stress that this is just a 
guide and doesn’t need to be exact.” 
 
I have in my porch an official RNIB box so if anyone is passing my door the stamps can 
be dropped in the box. Thank you.  
 
Linda Savage                                                           Poplars Farm, Cross Road, Starston.  
 

 
100 Club – Are You A Member? 
 
If not, please consider joining.  The 100 Club exists to support 
Starston Jubilee Hall and the Glebe Meadow and only costs £12  
a year for each individual membership. Joint subscriptions are also 
welcome.  You also stand a chance of winning a prize. We hold 
draws several times a year with a range of financial prizes. Overall 
50% of subscriptions are returned to the lucky members whose 
number come up in these prize draws. 
 

The 100 Club year runs from 1st April so now is a good time to come on board. Our  
preferred method of payment is BACS but we can also take payment in cash or by 
cheque. Please contact Geoff Broadhurst, our treasurer by email 
geoffbroadhurst1@gmail.com  or by phoning 01379 853480 or 07967 173401 to     
arrange. 
 

Over the years the 100 Club has helped finance such things as a new marquee and the 
oven and a dishwasher for the kitchen. Large projects can often attract grants but there 
is always a need for small scale expenditure so if you can help by joining the 100 Club 
please  do so. 
 
Michael Bartlett 

mailto:geoffbroadhurst1@gmail.com
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Fete :  Dickleburgh Village Centre 
8th May : noon onwards  

To celebrate the 75th Anniversary of VE Day  
Organised by Dickleburgh and Rushall Parish Council  

 
Join in the festivities that will include fun sports and games, stalls,     

exhibitions, music, tea and cakes, tombola, raffle, hot food and much more!  

Profits will be used to support   
If you would like to sponsor a prize, donate for the raffle or tombola, run a stall or help 
in any other way please contact Jim Kerr: cllr.jimkerr@gmail.com  or 07419113386 

 
ADVANCE NOTICE 

                       SNYSB VE 75 CONCERT 
 

Saturday 9th May 7.30 pm. Starston Church has joined 
with SNYSB to bring you a concert to commemorate 
the 75th Anniversary of the end of WWII in Europe; 
they would very much like you to join them.  The  
venue has yet to be confirmed, but there will be more 
information in the April Edition, including how to obtain your  
tickets. 

 
 

Photo Calendar Competition:  
Robinson’s Stationers, Harleston  

 
Robinson’s is running a competition to find the images for their 2021 calendar.  
Photos must be taken within an 8 miles radius of Robinson’s and there are 3  
categories: 10 and under, 11-18 and Adult (over 18).  
Under 16 entries must be submitted by a responsible adult.  
 
There will be 4 winners in each group and each winner will receive a calendar and a 
certificate. There will be one overall winner – chosen by public vote – which will  
feature  on the front of the calendar. Entries cost £1.00 each  ( max: 5 ).  Entry forms 
available in the shop or on Robinson’s Facebook page. 
 
Photos must be a printed landscape. No enhanced photos will be accepted and by      
entering you agree to Robinson’s using your picture. Closing date for entries is 31st May 
2020 and the Judge’s decision is final. Any profits from the competition will be split 
equally between the Alzheimer’s Society and Parkinson’s UK.  
 
Full Terms and Conditions are available in the shop and on the Facebook page.  
The Calendars will be available to buy from 1st August.  
A wonderful opportunity for enthusiastic photographers. 

mailto:cllr.jimkerr@gmail.com


10 Pigeon Post 

 

 

Jubilee Hall Events  

Two  
 Very  
  Different  
   Events  
 
In the Jubilee Hall:  
 

March 12 & 14 
 

Make sure you book soon! 

 
 
If you can’t make it for 
supper on 14th March we 
hope you will drop in  
anyway for the Guinness 
(alternatives are available) 
and the craic. 
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Derek and Elteb: A Diamond Celebration 

It was 1959.  Bungay Kings Head was hosting one of their regular dance nights 
and Derek spotted a tall and unassuming girl across the room of many faces and 
thought to himself "I need to get to know her".  The attraction was mutual,      
although rumour has it that Elteb fell initially more for Derek's deep voice rather 
than his Clark Gable resemblance.   

 
They courted for just a year before marrying on 
a cold & snowy 26th March 1960 (apparently a 
popular month due to a marriage tax rebate that 
was available at the time!).  A close family 
friend Hylton gave Elteb away on the day as 
sadly her father died 3 months prior to her   
being born.  Stephen Harris (a fellow         
Starstonian) was best man with Margaret    
Griffin (Derek's sister), Margery Bower (Elteb's 
sister)  and Jill Rumsey as bridesmaids.   
 
Initially they lived at Rockery Farm, Pulham St 
Mary, with Stuart being born a year later and 
Louise two years after that. In 1967 they 
bought Yew Tree Farm from Derek's parents 
and expanded the farm operation in dairy,  
market gardening and arable farming.  In 1972 
Lara was born, apparently not by accident, but 

due to feeling extremely broody after meeting a friend's newborn!    Both worked 
on the farm and, in later years,  supplemented their incomes with Elteb becoming 
an antique dealer (with a weekly market stall in Diss) and Derek heading back 
into the building trade as an emergency plumber.   
  
The pair of them regularly hosted events in the Dutch barn (now Mulberry where 
Chris & Lara live)  and over the years raised a significant amount of money for a 
number of charities including The Big C.  Many of these would be fancy dress 
themed, washed down with gallons of their infamous punch (base ingredient -
homemade cider) which was a sure way to loosen everyone's inhibitions and purse 
strings! 
   
This year sees them reaching their 60th Wedding Anniversary, and they will be 
celebrating this momentous occasion with family and close friends.  Their family 
has now expanded to include six grandchildren and four great grandchildren.  For 
us as a family we feel incredibly proud to have them as our parents and wish them 
much love and continuous happiness.  
Lara 
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2020 Starston Youth Club Events Programme  

Starston Youth Club is run by local people for local children.  The 
events programme is developed each year by Starston children and 
their parents.  Starston PCC provide  public liability insurance and 
safeguarding cover.   
 
We would like all Starston families to be able to attend the club, so in 2020 all clubs 
will be free, except for the Fireworks Party which is our annual fundraiser. 
 
The annual running costs are around £400 which cover craft materials and resources.   
Clubs being free in 2020 is thanks to the Jubilee Hall Trust sponsoring SYC hall hire 
fees and us holding successful fundraising events. Donations or gifts in kind are hugely 
appreciated and can be given to any member of the organising group – see 
www.starstonvillage.co.uk for details.   
 
This year we are most grateful to the Waveney Valley Lodge of Mark Master Masons 
who have provided a gift of £100 to Starston Youth Club to help towards running costs, 
so only another £300 to go! 

http://www.starstonvillage.co.uk
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Message from the Rector-Mindfulness 

Enjoying the present moment  
  

In our modern culture there is much information about enjoying and reflecting upon 
the present moment through the art of mindfulness. There is much wisdom in this as 
very often our thoughts, concerns and worries are about what has happened in the past 
or what will happen in the future rather than focussing upon the beauty and joy of the 
present moment. Practically speaking though it isn’t always possible to think entirely 
just in the present as there are always things to plan and organise and the events of the 
past are very much a part of our lives. 
  
Like many other aspects of  life there needs to be a balance between embracing the  
wisdom of being mindful, rejoicing and accepting the past and looking forward to the 
future. I have to keep reminding myself of this. For example, I am writing this article 
on February 1st and thinking about what will be happening in March. 
  
On March 20th the United Nations are promoting an International Day of Happiness 
with a theme entitled ‘Happier Together’ which focuses on what we have in common, 
rather than what divides us. I discovered how this was practically possible within my 
prison ministry where chaplains of different religions and cultures worked together in 
order to serve and love the prison community. We celebrated the things we had in 
common and respected each other for who we were rather than what we believed. My 
experience there helped me very much both spiritually and personally and, as I worked 
together with my chaplain colleagues, I did find great encouragement, inspiration and 
friendship, which brought me great happiness and joy.   
  
It is good to know that the International Day of Happiness also recognises that 
'progress' should be about increasing human happiness and wellbeing, not just growing 
the economy. Developing the skill of mindfulness can be a way of ensuring one’s own 
happiness and wellbeing. There are too many other ways of lifting up one’s spirits and 
often this can be seen through the daily toil of work. I have been really amazed by the 
many talented people within the different communities of the Benefice. These range 
from flower arrangers, good bakers, artists, musicians, writers, animal lovers and those 
who work so hard day and night on the land.   
  
As you read this it will be the beginning of Lent, which is a time for self-reflection and 
discernment. I hope that as the days become longer, and hopefully warmer, you too 
will be able to discover some time for yourself so that you can recharge your batteries, 
be still from all the busyness of life and enjoy the things and people around you.    
  
With my good wishes to you all and God bless you. 
  
The Reverend Sarah Walsh (Rector of Dickleburgh and the Pulhams) 
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Correction to February Speedwatch Report 

Please accept our apologies: the Speedwatch report in February Pigeon Post was  
incorrect.   Hi vis jackets must be worn by all members of a Speedwatch team whilst on 
duty.   
 
During the Christmas break by Speedwatch Office an exercise to check the effectiveness 
of Speedwatch was completed by a Speedwatch team.  The results prove our teams deter 
speeding through Starston.  In 1 hour, 267 vehicles passed, 31 over the limit.  The check 
was carried out mid afternoon.  Similar results using warning signs and all the team  
visible, would be less than half the 31. 
 
The team operating during the exercise did not record registration numbers.  The only 
records taken were number of vehicles and number of vehicles over the speed limit. 
 
A normal Speedwatch has a team of three, camera operator, a counter (with a clicker) 
who also calls out the registration number, both visible to drivers.  The third member 
records vehicle details in writing.  Before the session starts, signs are placed at a distance 
either side of watch. 
 
During the exercise these signs were not used because vehicles were only being     
counted.  The only team member visible to the driver was the camera operator. All team  
members were in hi vis coats to comply with rules. 
 
Monthly Report:  Due to weather, sickness and lack of volunteers, no Speed Watch  
sessions during January to report. 
 

 
Harleston and District U3A 

 
The social side of membership is proving the biggest asset for most of our 20+ interest 
groups. 
 
The “Real Ale Group” has been having a particularly jolly time judging by the recent 
photographs. Their Christmas meeting was held at the King’s Head, Brockdish and in 
January they made a return visit to the Hoxne Swan. February will see a visit to the 
Crown in Pulham and in March, a visit to the Castle Inn in Bungay is planned. 
 
The “Third Age Trust”, which is the headquarters of the U3A movement feel that the 
term “UNIVERSITY of the Third Age” is a barrier and it has been replaced by the  
strapline “Learn, laugh, live.” The “Real Ale Group” certainly do that! 
 

 
Pennoyer Centre Spring Craft Fair 

Saturday 28th March 10.30 am to 3 pm 
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The AGM of the Jubilee Hall Charitable Trust was held on Tuesday 21st  January with 
Peter Grimble, Acting Chairman, presiding. As well as the Trustees and Management 
Committee there were also several members of the public present. Peter presented his 
report for the past year which has been very successful. There was a wide variety of 
activities in the hall and an increase in the number of outside hirers, many of them for 
children’s parties. The new cleaning arrangements have been very successful.  
Volunteers have continued to keep the Glebe Meadow in good trim and this facility is 
enjoyed by many people-see below. 
 
Peter thanked all the volunteers who give their time, energy and expertise to the Hall 
and the Meadow. 
 
Geoff Broadhurst, the Treasurer, gave his financial report via a video link from London 
and answered various questions. The finances of the hall are currently healthy but a 
number of large expenses are on the horizon including repairs to the western wall of the 
hall itself, due to water damage, and to the wall of the car park which is being made 
unsafe by the intrusion of ivy. We also plan to make changes to the car park to improve 
access for wheelchairs and children’s buggies but that is dependent on the outcome of a 
grant application. In the meadow there is the likelihood that we will need to employ 
professional tree surgeons to deal with the increasing problem of ash die back.  
 
In the election of officers which followed, Michael Bartlett was elected Chairman, 
Geoff Broadhurst, Treasurer and Dee Palmer, Secretary. All the members of the  
Management Committee were willing to continue in their various roles. 
 
The draft minutes of this meeting, together with the full Chairman’s report and the   
financial statements are available on the Jubilee Hall section of the village web site at: 
http://starstonvillage.co.uk/starston/jubilee-hall-agm 
 

“Would you like to mow a meadow?"  

Our lovely Glebe Meadow is maintained by volunteers from Starston and more  
widely.   

Volunteers in the mowing team cut the grass on a weekly rota, using a ride-on mower. 
At other times, we  keep the hedges, banks of The Beck and trees safe but natural.    
Others look after the bees.  We meet as a group a few times a year and people join us 
when  they can.  Thank you everyone. 

If you would like to help in any way during the year, including spending an hour on the 
mower, then please get in touch.     

Peter Grimble, petergrimble@gmail.com 07879 330925 

Jubilee Hall Trust AGM 

mailto:petergrimble@gmail.com
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I’ve always thought that there are two attitudes which are hugely damaging to any 
organisation. The first is the new broom approach – out with the old and in with the 
new.  Everything old is, by definition, bad, all changes are good. 
 
The other approach is characterised by the phrase, “We’ve always done it that way”. 
Anything hallowed by long usage and received wisdom is, by definition, good, all 
changes and innovations are bad. In both approaches evidence and rational argument are 
ignored. 
 
Despite pontificating at length on this theme to anyone who would listen, I now find that 
I am guilty of being both a new broom and a stick in the mud. The difference is that it’s 
not the future of an organisation that’s the battleground, it’s the future of my Starston 
garden. 
 
I’ve spent the winter afternoons cutting a swathe through two of my ornamental beds 
which are now largely bare soil and ready for a fresh look. The hardy geraniums were 
past their best while some plants supposed to favour “a sunny, well-drained site” had 
languished. The oregano and shrubby salvia, on the other hand, had designs on the 
whole bed. It was high time to put the thugs in their place, with a slash and a hack. (NB 
to self:: you have given them a restraining order, do not let them bully you again.)  
 
The other bed is at the back of the house and is the dreaded dry shade. The only things 
that did well were comfrey (‘Hidcote Blue’) and Lithodora. And did they do well! They 
were the bed. On the plus side they have charming, bee-friendly flowers and are  
excellent ground cover. On the minus side they are thugs, too. Out with the Lithodora, 
out with most of the comfrey. (NB to self:: remember that restraining order.) 
 
I hope that from these (almost) clean slates I can create new and attractive plant  
communities. 
 
Yet while I was wielding my new broom I was also planning my schedule for the  
vegetable garden. Plant onion sets mid March. Plant potatoes (second earlies) in the first 
week of April. Sow beans in greenhouse beginning May ready to plant out early June. 
Why that schedule? Well, I’ve always done it that way. 
 
But then I looked at the evidence. It’s been an exceptionally mild winter and in the  
thirteen years I’ve been here I can only remember one May frost. I think it’s time for 
some innovations. Plant onion sets beginning March. Plant potatoes end March, but with 
fleece handy in case of an April frost. Plant out beans first week of May, but with a  
second batch coming along in the greenhouse as a fallback. Let’s see how it works out. 
 
As the saying goes, “Change is inevitable - except from a vending machine”. 
Dee the Gardener.  

Notes From A Starston Garden 
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The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG) last 
met October 2019, and agreed to put the development 
of the neighbourhood plan for Starston on hold  
pending seeing the emerging Greater Norwich Local 
Plan (GNLP) and particularly the policy on village  
clusters. 
 

The draft Greater Norwich Plan 2018 to 2038 has now been published and is out for  
public consultation. The document can be found at www.gnlp.org.uk.  A roadshow at 
which members of the GNLP team will be available to answer questions is to be held at  
Harleston Library, 28 February 2pm - 6:30pm.  For other roadshow locations in March, 
see the GNLP website. 
 
The GNLP sets out a vision and strategy for growth and includes policies which will be 
used to determine planning applications in the Greater Norwich area, including 
Starston.   The GNLP will identify sites for new homes, jobs, community facilities and 
infrastructure, and set out how the plan will be achieved. 
 
South Norfolk , however, have yet to publish their policy on village clusters, which will 
have implications for development in Starston.   It is due to be available for public  
consultation later in the year. 
 
The Steering Group will meet again to consider these documents as they become  
available.  A short video on how another rural community has used a Neighbourhood 
Plan to ensure that the views of local people are taken into account in planning policies 
for their community can be found at : 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lj3ZLbgt3UM. 
 
For Harleston, in the draft GNLP 2018 – 2038, there is a total deliverable housing  
commitment of 623 new homes, which will increase the size of the town by around 
30%.   The impact on Starston is likely to be a further increase in traffic on roads 
through the parish.  An informative document on preferred Harleston development sites 
and those considered unreasonable can be found at : 
https://www.gnlp.org.uk/assets/Uploads/Redenhall-with-Harleston.pdf.   
 
The good news is that the strategic gap between Starston and Harleston is being  
maintained, as the preferred land identified for development does not encroach on it. 
 
All information on the developing Starston Neighbourhood Plan can be found at : 
http://starstonvillage.co.uk/starston/neighbourhood-plan/ 
 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group: 
Janet Broadhurst, Sam Carter, Chris Doughty, Auriel Gibson, Patrick Gray,  
Peter Grimble, Ann Leitch.                                                                          10.2.2020 

Neighbourhood Plan Update      

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gnlp.org.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cb74cbe9dfe77443618b008d7ad4283fa%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637168373497465486&sdata=skJlaKlAOYpn5U2jlQR3E4Qt6SuLToiS31J1EOrDV%2B0%3D&reser
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DLj3ZLbgt3UM&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cb74cbe9dfe77443618b008d7ad4283fa%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637168373497465486&sdata=iKEu2xU%2BFGgEEOKCApYDZq2eY78S
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gnlp.org.uk%2Fassets%2FUploads%2FRedenhall-with-Harleston.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cb74cbe9dfe77443618b008d7ad4283fa%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637168373497475495&sdata=BbxzUy
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstarstonvillage.co.uk%2Fstarston%2Fneighbourhood-plan%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C62d4a2d2335c42ae648208d7ae119297%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637169262798273163&sdata=00QrnX%2Fgjmk2Yw


18 Pigeon Post 

 

 

Litter Pick Feb 2020 : De-littering with Intent! 

 

 
I’d like to say a big thank you to everyone who contributed to helping keep Starston 
such a lovely place to live. 
Fortunately the storm held off until after a wonderful group of people gathered to collect 
litter from around the village. With all the people who had collected litter earlier during 
the day we had a total of  21 out clearing ditches and hedgerows on Saturday. The  
highlight for some was a large tub of oil and a car wheel found on Rushall Road.   

   Lucy Cave 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fancy working with a dinosaur this summer?  
The famous 26-metre long (85ft) dinosaur cast – which for many years took centre stage 
in the Natural History Museum’s Hinzte Hall will take up residence in Norwich        
Cathedral’s Nave from July 11 until October 31 2020. 
 
200 Dippy Visitor Experience Volunteers are required to help give a warm welcome to 
all of the thousands of people who are expected to visit Dippy. The volunteers will help 

visitors engage with the ‘Dippy on Tour’ exhibition and 
the Cathedral, run activities and assist with special 
events. 
 
You don’t need to be a dinosaur expert or have previous 
volunteering experience to get involved. You just need to 
enjoy meeting people, have a friendly and helpful      
attitude and lots of enthusiasm! 
 

All Visitor Experience Volunteers will be required to commit to the equivalent of four 
hours a week over the 16-week Dippy on Tour exhibition.  The closing date for       
applications is Monday 16 March. 
 
For more information about volunteering, email dippyvolunteering@cathedral.org.uk or 
go to the Norwich Cathedral website https://www.cathedral.org.uk/contact-us/vacancies/
dippy-visitor-experience-volunteers 

mailto:dippyvolunteering@cathedral.org.uk
https://www.cathedral.org.uk/contact-us/vacancies/dippy-visitor-experience-volunteers
https://www.cathedral.org.uk/contact-us/vacancies/dippy-visitor-experience-volunteers
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Changing our environment for the better  

Global warming: opinions still rage as to whether or not it is a real phenomenon or a blip 
in our history.   The weight of corroborated evidence is now though very heavily in  
favour of global warming being an irrefutable fact and that we should be beyond the 
point of conjecture.   
    
Our natural tendency when faced with such enormous problems is to put one’s head in 
the sand: “it’s someone else’s problem-let them deal with it”.  It is known that a  
consistent rise one degree in temperature will have significant effects and that an  
increase of three degrees will spell catastrophe for  the human race.    
  
There are ways whereby the temperature rise may be limited.  The UK is currently    
leading the way in capturing greenhouse gases (GHGs) and in developing innovative  
technologies for an energy system based on hydrogen and away from fossil fuels.   
Currently the UK is leading the world in the use of wind turbine energy production.  
(Ref: Net Zero: the UK’s contribution to stopping global warming, Committee on Cli-
mate Change, May 2019).   
   
Professor Tim O’ Riordan OBE, (retired head of the Climate Change Department at UEA 
and Government advisor) visited Starston last year and spoke to members of the Starston 
Neighbourhood Steering Group.  He emphasised the need to ‘own’ the problem and to 
individually ‘engage’ with it.  ‘We have to constantly remember that it is at the local 
level-the level at which we live and work-that we have the most power to effect change.  
We are the cavalry’.    (David Wallace Wells: articles/2019/jan/david-wallace-wells-on-
climate-change-and-the-uninhabitable-earth/.   Penguin Books 2019).  Further reliable 
information is available: https:/climate.nasa.gov/evidence/ or sign up to reliable blogs.    
  
What then can we do as individuals?  We could achieve considerable reductions in the 
production of methane gases in land fill sites by composting, including meat and protein, 
by using a digester.  By developing our lateral thinking and our awareness the more  
innovative we can become.   Here are a few suggestions:     
  
1. Try to buy ‘loose’ foods without packaging other than paper bags: visit  a market, take 

your own ‘box’ to the deli when buying ham etc- where delis prevail!   Ditto, with 
‘dry’ foodstuffs-search out a ‘Bin Inn’. 

2. Buy local and in season to avoid air miles.    
3. Look at what you eat and throw out less.  
4. Consider purchasing an all food waste ‘digester’.  
5. Keep the house cooler by wearing more clothes in the winter.    
6. Research your clothing and its sources.  Many fabrics are made from plastic and are 

unsustainable.   Re-cycle.  
7. Walk or cycle, (tricky in Starston!) or take public transport.    
8. Buy for the long term.  LED bulbs etc.   
9. Avoid plastic where possible.   
10. Pick up waste  plastic bags and bottles in our neighbourhood to prevent disintegration 

and contamination of water systems.                                                     Auriel 
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I recently attended the launch of First Eastern Counties nineteen brand new Scania/
ADL E400City buses - custom built for their Excel Service.  These are the first of 
this bus in operation anywhere.  These nineteen buses represent an investment of 
£5.3m on one of their most high profile and longest bus route along the A47, 
(Norwich to Peterborough).  The new buses are built to a Euro V1 emissions standard 
which makes them amongst the cleanest on the roads today.  They also are well 
equipped with free Wi-Fi, USB & wireless power, seat-back phone holders for enter-
tainment on the move, lots of leg room and a choice of single seats, doubles or 
around tables.  If Norfolk County Council are successful in their Transforming Cities 
Fund bid, First Eastern Counties will have committed another £18m investment in 
low emission  
buses in Norfolk.  NCC has also been allocated £917,442 under the 'A better deal for 
bus users' programme.   Other bidding opportunities are also being offered on the 
DfT website which Norfolk will look to bid for and use towards electrifying buses. 
 
Tenancies ranging from five to ten years are being offered as Norfolk County  
Council invites applications for four farms on its County Farms Estate.  One of last 
year's  successful applicants is just 18 years old, which demonstrates there are      
opportunities for people at all stages of their farming career – from a new entrant 
looking for their first farm to those ready to go to the next level.  To help with the 
application process Norfolk County Farms are running a free training course over 
two days which is aimed at those unfamiliar with producing a business case.   All 
details can be found at www.norfolk.gov.uk/countyfarms   Currently NCCs Farms 
Estate extends to nearly 17,000 acres of prime agricultural land and has 145 tenants. 
 
Nearly 130,000 people in Norfolk and Waveney are expected to have high blood  
pressure that has not been diagnosed.  Dubbed the 'silent killer' due to the lack of  
obvious symptoms, high blood pressure can lead to stroke, heart attack, or heart  
disease if left unchecked.  To tackle this, the launch of ‘Get Checked’ across Norfolk 
and Waveney, encourages everyone to have their blood pressure checked.  The  
campaign is urging anyone who is worried about their blood pressure to go to one of 
the participating community pharmacies for a check.  They can be found at 
www.norfolk.gov.uk/getchecked 
 
South Norfolk Council has launched its Big South Norfolk Litter Pick which runs 
until the 31st of May.  They provide the necessary equipment (litter pickers, hi-vis 
vests and rubbish sacks), guidance on health and safety, how to set up an event, and 
promotional material for the event.  There will also be a £20 reward to groups that 
take part and entry into a prize draw for a chance to win £200!  Please contact James 
Riseborough on 01603 430609 or email litterpick@s-norfolk.gov.uk. 

My next surgery is at HIP on Saturday 14th March 10am.                        
Martin  

County Council Report 

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/countyfarms
http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/getchecked
mailto:litterpick@s-norfolk.gov.uk
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Miscellaneous 

  
Suduko Answer for February 
 

 
 

 
 

Members’ Outings for 
March/April 2020 
 
 
March: 
Mon 2nd – Lunch at The White Horse, Stoke Ash – return fare - £7.00 
Mon 9th – Thetford Town & Garden Centre – return fare - £15.00 
Mon 16th – Halesworth & Lunch at The Angel Inn – return fare - £15.00 
Mon 23rd – Bury St Edmunds – return fare - £15.00 
Mon 30th – Highways Nursery & Shopping Centre – return fare - £10.00 
 
April: 
Mon 6th – Afternoon Tea at Gissing Community Centre – return fare & tea - £15.00 
Thurs 9th – Waitrose (Wymondham) – return fare - £10.00 
Thurs 16th – Bungay & Lunch at The Buck Inn, Flixton – return fare - £10.00 
Mon 20th – Waveney Stardust Boat Trip – return fare & boat trip - £20.00 
Thurs 30th – Alder Carr Farm Shops & Café – return fare - £10.00 
 
Borderhoppa membership is £6 for 6 months or £10 for 12 months. 
For more information please call: 01379 854800 
 

Don’t forget to put your clocks forward by one hour when you retire 
on Saturday 28th as we spring into summer time on Sunday 29th 

March 

3 4 5 6 1 2 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

4 1 6 5 2 3 

2 5 4 3 6 1 

5 6 2 1 3 4 

6 3 1 2 4 5 
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Answers to the February Crossword 

Local Films in March 

Pennoyers Film    (Pulham St Mary)                 
Title:  The Mule (15) Crime/Drama/Thriller 
Date: Friday 20th March Time:  8.00 pm.   Doors open 7.15 pm 
Cost: Adults £5.00 in advance, £5.50 on the door 
A 90 year old horticulturalist becomes a courier for a drug cartel.  Slowly he grows closer to 
his estranged family, but his illegal activities threaten more than just his life. 
Starring Clint Eastwood 
 
Harleston Film  (Masonic Rooms, Thoroughfare, Harleston)  
Title:  The Good Liar (15)  Drama/Crime/Mystery 
Date: Thursday 26th March Time: 2pm & 7.30pm (doors 30 minutes earlier) 
Cost:  £4 payable on entry, but please book at Harleston Information Plus 01379 851917, or 
email hip@harleston-norfolk.org.uk giving names and which performance. 
A case of career conman meets wealthy widow.  “A cracking thriller– worth a watch” 
Starring Ian McKellan and Helen Mirren 
Ice cream will be available in the interval.  Bar available in the evening, courtesy of 
Harleston Masonic Lodge 
Further info: Carolyn 854752, Lesley 854897 
 
Alburgh Film  (Alburgh Village Hall)   
Title:  Downton Abbey (PG) Drama 
Date: Friday 20th March Time:  7.30 pm.   Doors & Bar open 6.45 pm 
Cost: £5, under 16’s £2.50 
Excitement is high at Downton Abbey when the Crawley family learns that King George V 
and Queen Mary are coming to visit. 
Starring: Maggie Smith, Hugh Bonneville, Michelle Dockery, Jim Carter, Laura Carmichael 
Bar. Ice Creams in the interval. 
Further details 01986 788477  http://www.alburgh.org.uk/ 

 
ACROSS 

 

1. Crab 
4. Dinghy 
8. Plankton 
9. Kelp 
10. Otter 
11. Mermaid 
13. Bather 
15. Surfer 
17. Mallard 
19. Atoll 
22. Ship 

 
 
23. Mariners 
24. Nessie 
25. Swan 
 
 

 DOWN 
2. Relet 
3. Bindeth 
4. Data 
5. Nonsense 
6. Hokum 

 
 
7. Alpine 
12. Triremes 
14. Apache 
16. Ratings 
18. Lapse 
20. Larva 
21. Brie 
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March Crossword by Gruidae 

 1 2  3  4  5  6  7 

8    9         

10        11     

    12         

13 14     15   16    

             

17   18    19 20   21  

      22       

23  24  25    26  27  28 

      29       

30        31     

      32       

33        34     

CLUES ACROSS 
 

1.  The month comes in like this (4) 
4.  Not in current use (7) 
9.  Strange of character (3) 
10. Performed (5) 
11. Abstract becomes real (5) 
12. Suffix indicating an act, process, result (3) 
13. Tripod shaped means of display (5)  
15. Some confuse these with 8 down (7) 
17. Prior to (6) 
19. A Norfolk man’s dessert (6) 
23. Happening again (7) 
26. Lights (5) 
29. Eggs (3) 
30. They gave those Romans a run for their  
       money (5) 
31. Polecat (5) 
32. Useful Aussie wheels (3) 
33. Low ranking Royal Engineers (7) 
34. The month goes out like that (4) 

 CLUES DOWN 
 
2.  Jots (5) 
3.  Nobbly (7) 
4.  Stick with this (6) 
5.  St John’s bread (5) 
6.  To prove an innocence (5) 
7.  Small American Indian ponies (7) 
14. To imitate in a playful way (3) 
16. To scrounge Australian style (3) 
17. A collection of teenage dolls? (7) 
18. Whale (3) 
20. Deep fried spiced concoction (7) 
21. Don’t go waving red one at a bovine (3) 
22.A flower of spring or autumn (6) 
24. Taken the advantage (3-2) 
25. Feature of the landscape,  
      especially southern England or I.O.W (5) 
27. Part of an insects anatomy (5) 
28. A London district (4) 
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Benefice Services in March 

Web Site for all information on the Benefice:       http:www.thebenefice.org.uk/ 

Key To Services 

HC:  Holy Communion PC: Parish Communion 

BCP: Book of Common Prayer SW: Sunday Worship 

CC: Café Church  

Starston PCC Secretary:  Ruth Cawcutt.  
Tel: 01379  852087  Email: rcawcutt1@btinternet.com 

 
 

1st 
Lent 1 

8th  
Lent 2 

15th  
Lent 3 

22nd  
Mothering 

Sunday 

29th 
 Lent 5 

Dickle-
burgh 

9.30am 
PC 

9.30am  
BCP Matins 

9.30am         
PC 

 

Benefice 
Service 

9.30am         
All Age  

Communion 

Pulham  
Market 

8.00am HC 
10.45am       

 Memorial Hall 

 
9.30am         

HC 
 
 

9.30am         
SW 

 
9.30am HC 

6.30pm 
Celebration 

Pulham  
St Mary 

9.30am 
HC 

 
9.30am 

HC 
 

 
9.30am 

BCP Matins 
 

 

 
8.00am  

HC 
 

Rushall 
11.00am  

HC 
11.00am 

SW 
11.00am         

SW 
 

11.00am  
BCP Matins 

Starston 
 

 

11.00am 
BCP Matins 

 
11.00am 

BCP  
Communion 

 

11.00am 
Great & Small 

 
11.00am 

BCP  
Communion 

Thelveton 

 

11.00am 
BCP Matins 

Church Open for 
Private Prayer 

11.00am  
HC 

 
11.00am 

SW 

     

Women’s World Day 
of Prayer Friday 6th 
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Starston Parish Council 

Martin Wilby County 01379 741504 martin.wilby@norfolk.gov.uk  

Clayton Hudson District 01379 676259 chudson@s-norfolk.gov.uk  

Community Services  

Starston Village Web Site:  www.starstonvillage.co.uk  

Local Councillors 

Local Buses - from Starston to Harleston and 
Starston to Long Stratton and Norwich 

For information  
Ring:  0871 200 2233 

12p a minute plus access charge 

Border Hoppa - dial-a-ride service  Ring:  01379 854800  

Police - (non-emergency) Ring:  101 

Safer Neighbourhood Team          Email: sntharleston@norfolk.pnn.police.uk  

Report Power Cuts Ring 105 

NHS Emergency & Urgent Care Services 
(Including Emergency out of hours chemist) 

Ring:  111 
when it’s less urgent than 999 

Refuse Collection and Queries Ring: 01508 533830 

Harleston Information Plus  Ring: 01379 851917 
hip@harleston-norfolk.org.uk 

Ann Leitch Chair 
 

N’hood Plan  a_leitch@live.co.uk 01379423387 

Richard Franklin Vice Chair Village Sign richard.franklin@hotmail.co.uk 

Janet Broadhurst Footpaths Emergency Plan janetbroadhurst@aol.com  01379853480 

Jane Marsden Member  janelouisemarsden@icloud.com 

Stuart Griffin Welcome  Co-ordinator stuart.griffin@live.co.uk 

Lucy Cave 
Fay Fitch 

Member 
Member 

                               lucycave123@gmail.com 07786321025 
fayfitch@btinternet.com 

Clare Crane     Clerk to the Council and RFO     01379 608590 

To contact Starston Parish Council:  starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
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Denny Holloway 
Bricklayer  

 

 
 
 
 

 
Brick  Work, General Building, 

Hard Landscaping etc 
 

01379 853471 or 07939 144446 


