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Distribution 
Pigeon Post is delivered free to every home in Starston.   

It can also be sent by email in PDF format.  
To request a PDF version please contact the Co-ordinating Editor. 

Whilst the editorial team do not necessarily agree with the opinions expressed by contributors, 
they believe that the magazine is available for local people to air their views. Letters to the Editor 
must be signed. The Editor reserves the right to alter or amend any copy received.           
Items for inclusion in the next issue MUST reach the Co-ordinating Editor by the 12th of the   
preceding month, (usually earlier in December). Space in the magazine will be allocated on a first 
come, first served basis. Photos and pictures are welcome and will be used wherever possible.  
 

Please send copy by e-mail to: pigeonpost19@gmail.com 

Advertising 
For advertising rates please contact  

 

 Liz Stacey: Tel: 01379 853427   Email: elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 
 

or Sue Moore: Tel: 01379 852387  Email: pigeonpost19@gmail.com 

If you know of any new residents in the village please tell Norman Steer (854245)  
or Sue Moore (852387) so that we can welcome them in Pigeon Post.  

‘For Starston People’                                    Copyright  2019 PIGEON POST 
The Production Team 

Co-ordinating Editor: Sue Moore:                   Cranes Watering Farm, Rushall Road 
Tel:  852387                 Email:  pigeonpost19@gmail.com 
                                                   suemoore0717@gmail.com 

Editors: Chris Doughty:             Email: chrismartindoughty@gmail.com 

Auriel Gibson:              Email: aurielgibson@wh5.co.uk  

Treasurer: Mandy Carter:              Brick Kiln Farm, Cross Roads 
Tel: 854600                  Email:  mcarter@carrotech.com 

Advertising Manager: Liz Stacey:                   The Old Coach House, Starston 
Tel: 853427                  Email:  elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 

Website:                            Email:  starstonwebsite@starstonvillage.co.uk 

Distribution  
Organiser:  

Brian Greathead:           Cart Lodge Barn, Church Hill  
Tel: 852352                  Email:  b.greathead@btinternet.com 

Distributors include: Brenda & David Beech, Sarah Beech, Mandy Carter, Patricia 
Lombe-Taylor, Alison Miners, Rosemary Steer, Anita        
Weatherley and others.  

ISSUE EDITOR Sue Moore 

mailto:aurielgibson@wh5.co.uk
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                         V i l l a g e  D ia r y      

 Saturday 7th September 12.30 for 1pm 

 Alfresco Lunch on the Glebe Meadow     see page 9 

   Friday 13th September                              6-10pm 

 Jubilee Hall Pub Night                             see page 15 

 Saturday 14th September 3-4.30pm 

 Parish Council & SYC Litter Pick.  Meet at the Jubilee Hall 

 Monday 16th September 7.30-9.30pm 

 Parish Council Meeting in the Jubilee Hall 

 Saturday 28th September 2-5pm 

 Macmillan Tea Party & Photo Exhibition at the Jubilee Hall 
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Final Copy Date for October edition: 
12.00 Noon - Thursday 12th September 

 

To Book the Jubilee Hall - Contact the Bookings Manager:               
 

Robert Wood:  01379 852535 or Email: starstonrobert@gmail.com 
Deputy: Joy Brooks: 01379 854755 or joybrooks2007@yahoo.co.uk 

Let us know of anything happening in the village for this Diary page 
 

Personal adverts and events are free so long as they are not for personal profit   
 

Like us on Facebook http://facebook.com/starstonvillagenorfolk 
 

Starston Village Website: http://starstonvillage.co.uk/ 
 

Jubilee Hall Wi-Fi Hot Spot: Network: Jubilee Hall  Password: Starston 
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ALM Taxis.. 
   “Getting you to your destination safely, 

on time and very competitively priced” 

 

Airport Transfers 

Chauffeur Services 

Seaters 4, 5, 6, 8 

Long or Short Distance 

Contract Work Welcomed 

 

01379 608602 
 

www.almtaxis.co.uk 
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Around and About the Village 

DENTILL 2019 
Sunday 1st September 10-5.  Entry £5 
under 16s free 
Vintage Farm Working Day at Glebe Farm 
IP20 0BB Further details at dentill.org 
 
WETLAND CENTRE, EARSHAM 
Dementia Event 
Earsham Wetland Centre will be hosting a 
Free event to welcome the elderly, people 
living with Dementia or those affected by 
it, to their beautiful riverside location 
on Tuesday 24th September 2019 between 
11am and 2pm Contact Pat on  
01379 676557 or email  
Patricia.simmonds@mail.com 

BILLINGFORD WINDMILL 
Open for tours Sunday 29th September 
12.00 - 16.00, last tour 15.15.  Last opening 
this year. 
Special openings to be arranged once sails 
fitted. 
First opening 2020 Easter Monday, Easter 
Egg Hunt. 
Mill Custodians  01379 853967  
 
CAR BOOT SALE 
Sunday 29th September 
2-5pm Wortwell Community Centre 
Free Admission 01986 788511 
 
 

Each September we commemorate the Battle of Britain. 
In 1940, during WWII, Hitler planned to invade Britain in an operation codenamed 
‘Sealion’, but first needed to remove the threat posed by the RAF in their defence of 
Britain. 
The Battle of Britain took place between July and October 1940 and began with the 
Luftwaffe, the German air force, attacking shipping in the Channel and the RAF in the 
skies above southern England. Although the Luftwaffe had more planes the RAF were 
well equipped with the Hawker Hurricane and the Supermarine Spitfire.  Some of these 
aircraft still fly today as part of the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, which can be seen 
at national and other special events throughout the year.   
We also had RADAR, which had been developed by British scientists in the early 
1930’s, and the Observer Corps, a group of individuals trained to watch for and  
identify approaching aircraft. 
Both sides took heavy casualties, but the Battle of Britain was a defensive victory for 
Britain, one of the most significant victories of the war.                                        Sue 

BATTLE OF BRITAIN  
Royal Air Forces Association collection September 2nd to 6th. Co-op, Bullock Fair 
Close and11th - 13th Lawrence's Budgens, London Road Harleston. 
 
Special Battle of Britain service St Margaret's Church, Starston,11.00 Sunday  
September 8th 
 
Battle of Britain Charity Four Course Dinner, 10 Wilderness Close Saturday  
September 14th 7 for 7.30pm  Minimum donation £15  (no expenses taken).   
Booking essential.     Our July Charity Dinner raised £352 for Cancer Research 
 
RAFA Community Fund Raising Managers  01379 853967 
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Notes From The Editor 

Well here we are again with another packed edition.  I must admit that when I took over 
from Michael at the beginning of the year I was somewhat daunted by the thought that I 
might find it difficult to fill the space.  I needn’t have worried.  Almost every month I 
have plenty to choose from, which is great, so please keep sending it in.  It is quite a 
time consuming pastime, editing this magazine, hardly a day goes by without  
something appearing in the in-box.  Luckily there is a great team who back me up and 
help me out when it all gets too much! 
 

There are other aspects to this job too.  I appear to be the unofficial finder of lost pets, 
and the re-homer of found ones!  And then there are the lost people– yes, really!  A  
gentleman telephoned from Canada one evening.  He had lost the contact details of a 
friend who lived in Starston.  So he Googled Starston, found the village website and the 
Pigeon Post pages and decided he would phone me to see if I knew his friend—I did.  
Contact was re-established.  Thankfully the website has been saved,  see page 8.   

Sue 

 

Starston Speed Watch Results for July 
5 sessions + 2 abandoned due to rain 

Total vehicles  1182 
Vehicles over the limit 102 

Thanks to the teams involved. 
 

More Speed Watchers Needed 
Phone 01379 853967 for details 

Many thanks 
Speed Watch Co-ordinator 

I still have a large cake box which doesn’t belong to me.  It was used to bring cakes to 
the cake stall at the fete.  Sorry to say we could not remember who the owner was so 
haven’t been able to return it.  If it’s yours please contact me and I will return it. 

Sue 01379 852387 

COFFEE MORNING 

Saturday 19th October 10am to 12.30pm in the Jubilee Hall 

All proceeds to Parkinson's UK.  

More details in next month’s Pigeon Post 
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Starston Village Website—The Future 

In the July Pigeon Post there was an article about the village website asking if anyone 
would volunteer to take over the overall management of the site from Christina Davies. 
There wasn’t a rush of offers but I know how much our current website is valued and 
used by many people so I decided that I would take on the job.  
 
With Christina’s help as I learn the ropes we have already made some useful changes. 
There is now a ‘Search’ facility on the main page which allows you to look for specific 
words or text anywhere in the site. There is also an email contact for anyone wishing to 
contact the site with questions or requests.  
 
I’ve been talking to lots of people in the village, all of whom have their particular 
interest areas. Some want information about forthcoming events or to consult the  
Jubilee Hall availability calendar. Others may want to read Pigeon Post on-line, read 
the minutes of the Parish Council or report a problem with a footpath. One constant 
thing that emerges is that people value the fact that the website, like Pigeon Post, is  
completely independent and allows the various groups within the village to maintain 
their own website area with the information they feel is most needed. 
 
However, the site offers more than just current information. There is a Picture Gallery 
with pictures from many of the events held in the village, some pictures of historic 
Starston and all the entries from the Pigeon Post photo competitions. There is a History 
section which has information about the history of the village, the Starston Charities, 
the Conservation Area, the Wind Pump and so on. There is also a Pigeon Post Archive 
which has an on-line copy of every edition of Pigeon Post since 2013. 
 
And there is the front page ‘notice board’ which allows anyone to post information that 
they want to share. This may be information about a burst water main and the     
consequent diversion, it may be information about a coffee morning, it may be an  
appeal for help. Whatever the topic, this ‘notice board’ is open to everyone so we can 
share information within our community. 
 
The four main groups in the village – the Jubilee Hall, the Church, Pigeon Post and the 
Parish Council - are sharing the annual cost of running the website. I’d like to thank 
them and all those who have offered me such enthusiastic support as I take over this 
role. 

Michael 
 

Tottie the Tortoise, reported missing from 

the north of the village in the June edition, has not yet been 
found.  If she’s moved into your garden please could you  
contact Sylvia on 07944238050 who is very much hoping to be 
reunited with her. 
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ALFRESCO LUNCH 

In Aid Of 
St Margaret’s Church 

 
7th September 12.30pm for 1pm 

ON THE GLEBE MEADOW, STARSTON 
 

Tickets £10.00 each—Bring your own drinks 
Contact Ruth Cawcutt Tel: 852087 or email rcawcutt1@btinternet.com 

Saturday 28th September 2pm in the Jubilee Hall 
Please join us for Tea, Coffee and Cake to raise funds 

for this good cause. 
 
While you’re with us you can view and vote for the 

entries in the Pigeon Post Photo Competition 
 

Contact Sue 01379 852387 for further details 

             Harleston Forget – Me - Not Café 
This month our  Cafés are  kindly sponsored by:  

Harleston Rotary Club 
 

The Forget-me-Not Café  3rd  Thursday of every month in the Swift 
Piano Bar at the Swan Hotel, Harleston, 2pm – 4pm, next café is 

Thursday 19th September                                 
 Singing Group Cafe  1st Thursday of the month. The next one on Thursday 5th   

September  at 2pm in the Swift Piano Bar. Come along and enjoy a 
sing-a-long, or just listen with Denise. 

             Free refreshments  for everyone at all Cafés 
We provide  support and companionship to those in the Community who are  

experiencing issues with their memory.   Please be assured of a very warm, friendly 
welcome to everyone.   
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Starston Fete 

Is there anything which epitomises rural life more than the ‘Village Fete’? 
 

Where else can you spend a summer evening in a rural setting surrounded by local  
residents and a few from further afield, from 9 days to over 90 years old, in every style 
of dress imaginable, from linen suits, through waistcoat and tie to T shirt and shorts. 
Men in straw boaters, panama hats and back to front baseball numbers.  Ladies, 
dressed to kill in floral frocks, floaty dresses, smart trousers and tops, to the hippy and 
‘earth mother’ style. And everyone having a wonderful time.Smiles on every face, 
hardly a smart ‘phone in sight, laughter and good will everywhere – sadly, rare in 21st 
century society.   
 

So it was, in Starston on Saturday 3rd August. The day dawned bright and warm and 
the ‘forecast was set fair when the team of helpers met, to set-up the garden at Starston 
Place for the evening festivities. So many thanks must go to the Taylor family for 
providing such a beautiful setting, lawns surrounded by mature trees and St Margaret’s 
church peeping through the foliage to keep an eye on us all. There were marquees and 
gazebos ( what is a gazebo?) to erect, tables and chairs to arrange and side shows and 
stalls to set-up. Best of all, a barrel of beer to carry in! The dedicated and practised 
stalwarts made mincemeat of this and all was quickly ready for the fun.  
 

By 18.00 hours the throng was assembling. Wonderful smells wafted from the  
barbeques and the bar was open, offering not only a local draft beer (is there anything 
better than ‘proper’ draft beer) but Pimms to equal anything available at Henley or 
Wimbledon AND a quarter the price! Plus wine by the bottle or glass. There was a 
cake stall, with home baked cakes, to put Paul Hollywood to shame, bric-a-brac and 
fresh produce. The Starston community Bee Group had a swarm of bees on display and 
honey for sale produced from the hives on the Glebe Meadow, yummy. Tombola and 
raffles and a whole bunch of competitions including bowling for a pig, chucking the 
bean-bag, and ski-ball. The latter, as always, was hugely popular and attracted world 
class competitors to the extent of discussions about eligibility for the next Olympics!! 
The team manning the barbeques provided an ample repast of burgers and sausages 
and even including a vegan and vegetarian option- just. There was ice cream too, could 
a chap resist it all? Sadly not. A great time was had by all who attended and those who 
did not should be ashamed. 
 

The fete is properly ‘Starston Church Fete’ and is organised by members of   
St Margaret’s Church Starston. That said, the event was so much more than a church 
benefit. In days gone by churches were the centre of rural life and events like this are 
reminders of the community spirit which local churches encourage. Even as an  
agnostic I appreciate the goodwill generated by events like the Fete, as I enjoy the  
Harvest Festival and Christmas Carol service even though I do not subscribe to any 
religious doctrine. For me the most memorable part of the Fete was when the Parish 
Rev. was greeted so warmly by a former convert to Islam- yes in Starston. We should 
all put aside out petty disputes and learn to live together in greater harmony.  Many, 
many thanks to all who worked so hard to make this real village event such a success.                                                                                                                 
FTP. 
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The Starston Neighbourhood Plan is a  
community-led document for guiding future  
development within the parish.  It is about the use 
and development of land over the next 20 years. 
 

The Starston Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group has 
started drafting the content of the Plan. Policies that 

will guide development decisions have been drafted under four broad themes:  
Development and Design; Walking and Cycling; Environment and Landscape; Business 
and Employment.  All policies in the Plan have been derived from a series of  
consultation events, stakeholder engagement and desk research, which provide the  
justification and evidence base for them. 
 

The Steering Group is drafting the following policies: 
Location and scale of residential development – although we are waiting for the 

draft Greater Norwich Local Plan to come out in September, which will have 
some clues as to what the Council are saying for housing in Starston.   

Type of residential development – this will be amended following the results of the 
Housing Needs Survey you will have received.  Please fill this in. 

Design of development. 
Conservation Area and Listed Buildings. 
Non-designated Heritage Assets. 
Walking and cycling. 
Strategic gap (mostly from Harleston). 
Important public local views and vistas. 
Local Green Spaces. 
Business development. 

 

Please fill in the Housing Needs Survey (on yellow paper, posted through your door 27 th 
-31st July) and put it in the Neighbourhood Plan box at the Jubilee Hall, to help the 
Steering Group refine the Neighbourhood Plan policies.  Thank you.  
 

If you have mislaid the survey and need another copy, or have any questions, please see 
page 22 or contact Rachel Leggett, our independent Project Manager for the Starston  
Neighbourhood Plan, starstonplan@gmail.com.   
 

Please note that the deadline for receiving completed survey forms has been extended to 
Wednesday 11th September 2019. 
 

Steering Group, Starston Neighbourhood Plan 

STARSTON 100 CLUB WINNERS drawn at the Fete & BBQ 
1st Prize (£60) David Stone, 2nd (£50) Dave & Pat Miller,  
3rd (£30) Donny & Myra Payne 
4th (£25) Michael Clarke, 5th (£20) Julian Taylor, 6th (£15) Tanya Colman 
Thank you to everyone for your continued support. 
If you still owe this year’s subs, or if you’re not sure, please contact Geoff Broadhurst 
geoffbroadhurst1@gmail.com or 01379 853480 

If you’re not in you can’t win! 

mailto:starstonplan@gmail.com
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Notes From A Starston Garden 

Or should that be “Notes From A Starston Nature Reserve”? That’s the feeling I get 
when I look out the back windows at the trees and hedges, the lush vegetation and the 
birds at the feeder. This year we’ve had several families of young blue tits and great 
tits, more juvenile blackbirds than you can shake a stick at, dunnocks that still sport 
some downy baby feathers and a very adventurous adolescent robin which keeps flying 
into our garden room. 
 
Then there are the many species of bees, the clouds of gatekeeper butterflies feeding on 
the self seeded marjoram and the voles which have a network of holes and tunnels in 
the retaining wall of flat slabs above the patio. 
 
I didn’t exactly set out to create an entire “wildlife garden”, though I’ve always tried to 
garden with nature in mind. I haven’t used pesticides in years, except well-directed 
squirts of the proprietary soft soap solutions that can stop an aphid infestation ruining 
the runner beans. I had a pond put in. I eschewed double flowers which have little to 
offer insects in the way of nectar and pollen. In other words I did a lot of the things that 
gardeners are now being urged to do for nature while at the same time I still strived for 
the order of a “well-kept garden”. But this well meaning attitude to horticulture has 
somehow been transformed into something else – something more tolerant, something 
less controlling. 
 
I’ve been thinking why this has happened. It’s partly that we’ve been here thirteen 
years and in that time the trees have grown and the shrubs I put in have turned into 
thickets, offering safe nesting sites for birds and a habitat for all those insects which are 
an essential part of the food web. Then again, my periods of physical inactivity in the 
last year, brought on by accident and injury, have enforced a somewhat laissez-faire 
attitude to encroaching vegetation. 
 
But there’s something else – an acceptance that the soil, the aspect and the shade of 
much of my garden just will not support many of the plants I’d like to grow and that 
perhaps I have to go with the flow. Some things are already clear. I need to work hard 
to keep the paths round the garden clear, so we don’t risk tripping over or getting 
slapped in the face by an overhanging branch. And I must find ways of protecting my 
beloved vegetable plot. The young blackbirds may be charming but they feasted on my 
red currants; the family of voles that live up the garden ate every single one of my 
strawberries and now I fear they’re digging up the young leeks. And as for the lawn – 
well I talked about that last month. 
 
So I’ve a lot of cogitating to do this coming winter, a lot of rethinking about my 
Starston garden nature reserve. 

 
Dee The Gardener 
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The folk band Syzewell Gap will be coming to Starston in October with their unique 
blend of music, song and story telling. They describe their repertoire as “British and 
European traditional music with an East Anglian flavour”. Their line-up of instruments 
includes single-row melodeons, hammer dulcimer and Anglo concertina, all of which 
they will happily talk about and demonstrate.  
 
The current line-up has been together since 1982 and has played at venues all over East 
Anglia as well as festivals and clubs across the UK, with occasional forays further 
afield. Their name comes from a Suffolk legend which tells of smugglers who escaped 
the revenue officers at Sizewell beach by taking a path known as "Syzewell Gap". 
 
The band will be performing at Starston Jubilee Hall on Saturday 12th October, starting 
at 7.30 pm. Tickets cost £10.00 and can be booked by contacting Michael Fordham on 
01379 854528 or by emailing michael.fordham@hotmail.com 
 

 

Syzewell Gap Comes To Starston 

 

mailto:michael.fordham@hotmail.com
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Summer In Starston 

 

 
 

The Cake 
Team at the 
Fete 
 
Come and 
see us again 
at the  
Macmillan 
Tea on 28th 
September 
at 2pm in 
the Jubilee 
Hall 

The  
Summer 
Social 
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Great Fun For Everyone 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The first ever Pub Night in 
the Jubilee Hall 
   
Reports on page 21 
 

The next Pub Night is 

on Friday 13th  
September 6-10pm  
so why not pop along and 
join in the fun. 

 Beer, wine, soft drinks and crisp-type 
snacks will be available.  
Once again we can offer fish and 
chips. Please place your order with 
Chris Doughty before 7 pm on the 
evening of the event.  
Chris can be contacted in advance on 
01379 423515.   There will also be 
another Quiz. 
This pub night promises to be as much 
fun as the last one so please come 
along for an enjoyable evening.  
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A dozen residents attended the meeting organised by County Broadband, a private  
company offering to bring high speed fibre broadband to Starston.  No individual or 
organisation within the village had instigated this, but the same was happening in  
Needham and the Pulhams.  So, first question, ’ Why Us’? 
 

County Broadband are an Essex based company of 16 years standing.  Their first project 
was to bring fibre broadband to Colchester town centre.  Now, with a cash injection 
from Aviva, they have started to connect villages in Essex and Suffolk and plan to move 
into Norfolk.  There is an access point to the fibre network in Needham, which is ‘why 
us’.  They propose to join up 200 villages by 2021. 
 

So, Starston already has fibre doesn’t it?  Well some of it does.  This is Fibre To The 
Cabinet.  The fibre goes to the green cabinet, but the connection between the cabinet 
and your home is via copper cable.  As the signal travels the cable it gets weaker.   
Copper carries a maximum 80Mbps, but at the north of Starston this has reduced to 
0.5Mbps or less, and even near the cabinet it is only 72Mbps. 
 

What County Broadband is proposing is Fibre To The Premises, so the connection 
would be fibre all the way, so no reduction in Mbps and speeds up to 600Mbps.  They 
would run their fibre cables along existing Open Reach poles and ducting.  They say 
that this would result in minimal disruption during installation.  Fibre cables are  
reported to have an 80-100 year life. They suggest ‘future proofing’ by installing fibre 
now, saying that broadband speed could influence house prices, and one resident  
commented that this had been an issue when selling his house.  Regarding maintenance, 
we were told that currently they are able to respond and fix faults within hours rather 
than days.  The call centre is at their offices in Essex. 
 

If there is enough demand they will survey the area thoroughly before making a final 
decision. They offer ‘standard’ connection to the service free of charge for anyone  
signing up by 6th September; after 6th September the cost would be £255.  If it is found 
that your connection is not ‘standard’ they may be able to help with funding from a  
government scheme.  There is no line rental.  For 6 months you get 300Mbps for £20/
month, after 6 months the price increases to £40/month, or you can reduce to 50Mbps 
and keep paying £20.  Phone packages are also available.  You have to sign up for 24 
months (fixed price).  All prices quoted are for the domestic packages, business  
packages are also available. 47 properties need to sign up for the project to go ahead and 
County Broadband suggest all the surveying and infrastructure work should be complete 
by mid 2020.   
 

The opinions of the audience after the meeting were divided.   
This is just a brief resume of some of the points made at the  
meeting.  If you are tempted by this offer please do your own research before  
making a decision.                                                                                              Sue 
 
Comment: 
Not being able to attend the County Broadband meeting, I rang for information.  I can 
report they were easy to contact, helpful, and not in any way pushy. As a result of the 
conversation, I signed up as an interested person.     Auriel Gibson. 

Fibre Broadband For Starston—The Choice Is Yours 



18 Pigeon Post 

 

 

 

County Council Report 

Four Norfolk road projects designed to provide traffic relief and improve travel around 
the county have been put forward for national funding consideration.  As a result,  
Norfolk County Council has won regional support for its projects to build the Norwich 
Western Link, Long Stratton Bypass, West Winch Housing Access Road and a complete 
redesign of the Pullover Junction at Kings Lynn.  The projects can now be considered for 
funding from the national Major Road Network and Large Local Major pots of money.  
The first projects to be awarded funding will be announced later this year. 
 
Work to build the new A140 Hempnall roundabout is progressing well, with the 
scheme set for completion this autumn.  The next steps will see the A140 closed at 
the Hempnall junction over two upcoming weekends to allow road surfaces to be 
laid on the brand new sections of the route. The road closures will be over two 
weekends from 8pm on Friday 30th August until 6am Monday 2nd September and 
from 8pm on Friday 6th September until 6am Monday 9th September.  As always, 
official diversion routes will be in place. 
 
NCC's Roads Safety teams deliver many different free road safety schemes across the 
county for children and young people.  One of the schemes is called Keeping Safe with 
Bethany and Benjamin. 
This session takes about 20 minutes and the young people learn the basics of keeping 
safe as a pedestrian and a car passenger with the help of our road safety teddy bears.  
Other schemes available are Cycle Training, Seat Belt Safety, Young Driver Education 
and Moped and Scooter training.  To find out more contact our road safety team at  
roadsafety@norfolk.gov.uk 
 
During September and October NCC will be holding their annual Household hazardous 
waste days at some of their recycling centres across the county.  We hold these events so 
that people can dispose of household hazardous waste free of charge.  Items that will be 
accepted include; aerosols, anti-freeze, fire extinguishers, garden pesticides and  
fertilizers, household chemicals and cleansers, paint, photographic chemicals, and wood 
preservatives.  For all information about dates and venues please visit 
www.norfolk.gov.uk/household-hazardous-waste-days 
 
Recently I visited the East Anglian Air Ambulance (EAAA) base at Norwich Airport.  I 
met with the crew (pilots and medical staff) and was shown all over the helicopter and 
heard about the fantastic work they do within our communities.  I was pleased to hear 
about their plans to develop their site and to move to a 24 hour service which will mean 
that they will have to raise an extra £1m per year.  At NCC we give a percentage of our 
sales from our re-use shops to their funds. One project they are looking to deliver across 
the county is a free ONE HOUR COMMUNITY CPR AND DEFIBRILLATOR 
AWARENESS COURSE for groups of up 20 to be trained.  To book a course or to find 
out more go to their website www.airambulancefirstaid.co.uk or phone 03450 669 999 

Martin 
 

mailto:roadsafety@norfolk.gov.uk
http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/household-hazardous-waste-days
http://www.airambulancefirstaid.co.uk/
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Weekly Cleaning Slots 
Ironing Collections 
Caring & welfare visits 
Help with paperwork 
Trustworthy & reliable 
‘Pet’ friendly 

Contact Jane for more information: 
 

Tel: 07796 528697 
 

janelouisemarsden@i.cloud.com 

 

Jane’s Cleaning 
& Support Services 
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Japanese Food?  In Harleston? What’s that all about? 

Taka and Charlotte Nakamoto have run Momiji Japanese Restaurant in Harleston for 
a total of 9 years with a short break in the middle. However some people still find the  
concept of Japanese cuisine a little daunting, so Pigeon Post asked Charlotte to tell us 
a bit about the food and the style of dining. 
 
In Japan most restaurants will specialise in a particular type of food, be it a Sushi  
Restaurant, a Noodle Bar, High Class Seasonal cuisine (with matching price tag), or 
places specialising in Tempura (deliciously light battered vegetables and seafood), 
grilled meats, and so on. You name it, there will be a restaurant specialising in it! 
If you are looking for a variety of dishes you would head to the local IZAKAYA for a 
relaxed evening of eating and drinking. The dining style is communal, like Spanish 
tapas, the dishes are cooked to order and come out to your table as soon as they are 
ready, and will be snapped up by hungry chopstick wielding diners! Everyone can try a 
bit of everything and if something gets the thumbs up you’d just order a second plate of 
it! 
 
Here at Momiji we aim for Izakaya style dining, and encourage our customers to try the 
“sharing” style – it’s relaxed, sociable and a great way to experience a variety of  
dishes.  However, if you are more of a “this is mine, that is yours” type diner, don’t 
worry, that works too! 
 
Many restaurants in Japan will have a Set Menu. This takes the stress out of ordering 
and works particularly well for beginners or large groups. The menu will comprise  
various dishes to give a cross section of food at an attractive price so at Momiji we also 
have a Set Menu alongside the A la Carte one.  
 
Izakaya restaurants in Japan generally do not serve sushi due to the expertise required 
and the need for supremely fresh fish on a daily basis. To get around this at Momiji we 
hold regular Sushi Nights. Many people think of sushi simply as raw fish but in fact 
sushi is vinegared rice topped with other ingredients. Sashimi, which is slices of raw 
fish alone, is not sushi because it isn't accompanied with rice. On Sushi Night at  
Momiji we also have a menu of cooked dishes so if sushi isn’t “your thing” not a  
problem! Japanese food really does have something for everyone. 
 

We are happy to give as much guidance as needed to help 
new customers enjoy Japanese cuisine, right here in the 
Waveney Valley. By the way, Momiji is the Japanese name 
for Acer palmatum, the Japanese maple tree and the  
Japanese maple is a symbol of Taka’s hometown  
Hiroshima, hence the choice of name.  
 

Taka & Charlotte Nakamoto,  
Momiji Japanese Restaurant, The Old Cherry Tree 

01379 852288          www.momijijapanese.co.uk 
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It Must Have Been A Good Pub Night! 

.STOP PRESS:  Jubilee Hall Hijacked By Aliens. 
A Starston resident claims he was abducted by aliens and forced to become a guinea pig for 
their research.  Hugh Jambton, 86, told me “ On Friday evening I was just walking the dog 
down Railway Hill when  I heard strange sounds, people laughing and having fun- not like 
Starston at all- my ears wouldn’t believe me!  Next thing I knew, I was in a pub, just like the 
Queen Vic in deadenders- It was so realistic I reckon they had used them commuter 
graphics, that MFI, to transform it.  Even the aliens in the bar looked just like local Starston 
folk, except for a few outsiders.” 
Mr Jambton is well known for having escaped from London in 1998 by catching the last 
train from Euston to leave on time.  The former radio voice-over artist was being pursued by 
political police who failed to apprehend him when the train left on time. 
He went on to say: “Once I was in the pub (hall) they gave me this brown liquid to drink.  It 
made me feel really queer- took me a couple of days to get over it. They even gave me some 
stuff to eat, I reckon they chose me ‘cause of my background in show business.  I did that 
song about the Russian Sputnik with Spike in ’58, so I know a bit about space and all that.” 
Mr Jambton seemed little worse for his ordeal. He explained: “they was doing these tests, 
asking all kind of questions but pretending it was like a friendly competition, but I knew 
what they was up to.  It all seemed like gibberish to me, the stuff they gave me to drink 
made it hard to think straight.  They made one mistake though, they forgot to put in the  
dartboard and pool table, that gave the game away- wasn’t a real pub”. 
He paused and reflected “I can’t remember much more, I got home somehow, the wife  
reckoned I’d been drinking, but there ‘aint no pub in Starston.  One thing for sure, if they 
come again I’ll be there, I want to see what the little blighters look like before they’re all got 
up with that MFI” 
Mr Jambton is considering making a claim to the Criminal Injuries Board, for distress 
caused by his abduction.                                                           Pigeon Post’s Sci Fi Reporter. 
 
Quiz night, Starston style 
There were the folk who came for the quiz, the folk who came for fish and chips and the 
folk who came just for a drink and a chat.  Then there were the die-hards who signed up for 
the full experience -  Starston’s answer to the Ironman Triathlon.  
Photo round. Who are these celebrities-when-they-were-young? It had never occurred to me 
that Robin Williams looks confusingly like Bono.  And why is that photograph of Frank 
Sinatra clearly a police mug shot? Turns out, at 23, he was arrested on charges of seduction 
and adultery. Yes, they could arrest you for that in New Jersey in 1938. I only found this out 
when I googled it at home. (Tip: don’t try googling stuff in the middle of the Starston quiz; 
they can arrest you for that too).  
We did geography, we did history. We wondered what the heck ‘herpetology’ is. We  
remembered that we’d forgotten who plays Dr Who these days.  
The suspense built. All that could be heard was the whisper of teams conferring and the 
explosive cracks of Michael working his way through a bag of pork scratchings.  
By nine o’clock, when Chris put us out of our misery and gave us the answer, our brains 
were as battered as the cod fillets.   
Big thanks to Chris, Jenny and Robert who hosted the evening and kept the drinks and the 
chips and the questions coming.  A good evening! 

Eileen Ryan (Harleston Interloper)  
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Harleston  
Choral Society's  
Autumn Term  

 
….begins on Monday 9th  September, 
at 7.00 pm (for collection of subs), 
when we'll take up our scores for our 
Christmas Concert on 14th 
December.   
 

We'll be singing works by Vaughan 
Williams and Bob Chilcott, plus some 
carols for audience and some for HCS 
on our own.  And on Monday 16th 
September you're invited to a free 
'Come and Sing with Us' extended 
choir practice. 
 

We're a friendly, non-audition choir 
and we welcome all singers and 
would-be singers. Choir practices are 
on Monday evenings at 7.30 pm in 
The Church at London Road,  
Harleston. Subs are £40.00 per term 
(some concessions are available) and 
music is provided free.  So come and 
join us !  Further information in the 
various sections of the website 
www.harlestonchoralsoc.org.uk or 
from Jo Curry jo.curry@sky.com  
 

Starston Litter 
Pick 
 
Please come and lend a 
hand on Saturday 14th 
September 3 to 4.30pm 
Equipment Provided 
Meet at the Jubilee Hall 

For more information on the survey above 
please see page 11 

http://www.harlestonchoralsoc.org.uk/
wlmailhtml:%7bA94E73CC-2725-406A-9272-11B7EF06BE49%7dmid://00000024/!x-usc:mailto:jo.curry@sky.com
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Saturday 5 October
Alburgh Village Hall

7.30 prompt, doors open 6.45

Tickets £7 to include a 
Ploughman’s Supper

Pre-booked tickets only

Contact 01986 788732

QUIZ – BAR- PRIZES –RAFFLE  

In aid of All Saints Church Alburgh

 

Advertise here!  60mm square £6/
month, less if you sign up for 6 months 
Contact Liz 01379 853427 
elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 
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Answers to the August Crossword 

Local Films in September 
Pennoyers Film    (Pulham St Mary)                 
Title:  Can You Ever Forgive Me? (15)  Biography/Comedy/Crime 
Date: Friday 20th September             Time:  8.00 pm.   Doors open 7.15 
Cost: Adults £5.00 in advance, £5.50 on the door 
A best-selling celebrity biographer becomes unfashionable but helps her dwindling income 
by producing and selling forged letters from deceased authors.  Richard E. Grant is brilliant 
and funny as a drug-dealer and friend of the forger who gets involved with the swindle. 
Booking advisable - phone 01379 676660. Ices available.  
 
Harleston Film  (Masonic Rooms, Thoroughfare, Harleston)  
Title:   Fisherman’s Friends ( 12A)  Musical/Biopic/Drama/British Comedy 
Date: Thursday 26th September Time: 2pm & 7.30pm (doors 30 minutes earlier) 
Cost:  £4 payable on entry, but please book at Harleston Information Plus 01379 851917, or 
email hip@harleston-norfolk.org.uk giving names and  which performance. 
Ten fishermen from Cornwall are signed by Universal Records and achieve a top ten hit with 
their debut album of Sea Shanties. 
Staring Tuppence Middleton, James Purefoy, Daniel Mays. 
Ice creams available at both performances, bar in the evening 
Further info: Carolyn 854752, Lesley 854897 
 
Alburgh Film  (Alburgh Village Hall)   
Title:  Fisherman’s Friend (12A)  Musical/Biopic/Drama/British Comedy 
Date: Friday 20th September      Time:  7.30 pm.   Doors & Bar open 6.45pm 
Cost: Adults £4.00 
Ten fishermen from Cornwall are signed by Universal Records and achieve a top ten hit with 
their debut album of Sea Shanties. 
Staring Tuppence Middleton, James Purefoy, Daniel Mays. 
Bar available plus ice creams in the interval. 

ACROSS 
 

1. Aspidistra 
7. Lowtide 
8. Addle 
10. New 
12. Cravat 
13. Undue 
14. Oban 
15. Ella 
16. Eased 
17. Pliers 
18. Ice 
20. Prong 

22. Viscera 
23. Technology 
 

DOWN 
1.  Apron 
2.  Papaw 
3.  Deed 
4.  Sole 
5.  Actuated 
6.  Hydraulic 
11. Embellish 
12. Censor 
13. Undercut 

18. Igloo 
19. Early 
20. Path 
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September Crossword by Zennor 

1    2  3  4    5 

             

6             

             

7  8    9    10   

             

11       12 13     

      14       

15    16    17     

             

18             

             

19             

CLUES ACROSS 
 

1.  Shorter versions (13) 
6.  In order  (13) 
7.  Perpendicular– a fruity answer (5) 
9.  Bullies in positions of power (7) 
11. Behaved in a way that belittles or  
degrades someone (6)   
12. Different sounding speech (6) 
15. Weak or tasteless (7) 
17. Bottom of the barrel (5) 
18. Ignorant or uncultured people (13) 
19. Not a brave person (6-7) 
 
 
 
 
 

                 CLUES DOWN 
 
1.  The quality of being tolerated or allowed (13) 
2.  Elevation in social status (7) 
3.   Series of coastal indentations (6) 
4.  You don’t want to grap this by the tail (7) 
5.  Smug (4-9) 
8.  Russian mountain range (5) 
10. Female relative (5) 
13. Addition to a will (7) 
14. Holding on the outside surface (6) 
16. A dagger used by Roman soldiers (5) 
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Benefice Services in September 

Web Site for all information on the Benefice:       http:www.thebenefice.org.uk/ 

Key To Services 

HC:  Holy Communion PC: Parish Communion 

BCP: Book of Common Prayer SW: Sunday Worship 

CC: Café Church  

Starston PCC Secretary:  Ruth Cawcutt.  
Tel: 01379  852087  Email: rcawcutt1@btinternet.com 

 
 

1st 
Trinity 11 

8th  
Trinity 12 

15th  
Trinity 13 

22nd 
       Trinity 14 

29th  
Trinity 15 

Dickle-
burgh 

9.30am 
PC 

9.30am  
BCP Matins 

9.30am         
PC 

 
9.30am         
All Age  

Communion 

Pulham  
Market 

8.00am HC 
10.45am       

 Memorial Hall 
 

9.30am         
HC 

 

9.30am         
SW 

 

9.30am 
HC 

6.30pm 
Celebration 

Pulham  
St Mary 

9.30am 
Patronal  
Festival 

 

9.30am 
BCP Matins 

 
11am         

Harvest  
Festival 

 

 
8.00am  

HC 
 

Rushall 
11.00am 

HC 
11.00am 

Pet Service 
11.00am         

SW 
 

11.00am  
Patronal 
Festival 

Starston 
 

 

11.00am 
Battle of Britain 

Service 

 
11.00am 

BCP 
Communion 

 

11.00am  
Great and  

Small 

10am  
Benefice 

Communion 

11.00am 
BCP 

Communion 

Thelveton 

 

11.00am 
BCP 

Matins 

Church Open for 
Private Prayer 

11.00am  
SW 

 
11.00am 

SW 

     

Sat 7th September 
Alfresco Lunch 
12.30 for 1pm 
Glebe Meadow 
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Starston Parish Council 

Martin Wilby County 01379 741504 martin.wilby@norfolk.gov.uk  

Clayton Hudson District 01379 676259 chudson@s-norfolk.gov.uk  

Community Services  

Starston Village Web Site:  www.starstonvillage.co.uk  

Local Councillors 

Local Buses - from Starston to Harleston and 
Starston to Long Stratton and Norwich 

For information  
Ring:  0871 200 2233 

12p a minute plus access charge 

Border Hoppa - dial-a-ride service  Ring:  01379 854800  

Police - (non-emergency) Ring:  101 

Safer Neighbourhood Team          Email: sntharleston@norfolk.pnn.police.uk  

Report Power Cuts Ring 105 

NHS Emergency & Urgent Care Services 
(Including Emergency out of hours chemist) 

Ring:  111 
when it’s less urgent than 999 

Refuse Collection and Queries Ring: 01508 533830 

Harleston Information Plus  Ring: 01379 851917 
hip@harleston-norfolk.org.uk 

Ann Leitch Chair 
 

N’hood Plan  a_leitch@live.co.uk 01379423387 

Richard Franklin Vice Chair Village Sign richard.franklin@hotmail.co.uk 

Janet Broadhurst Footpaths Emergency Plan janetbroadhurst@aol.com  01379853480 

Jane Pearson Tree Warden Litter Pick Org janepearson@yahoo.co.uk 

Jane Marsden Member  janelouisemarsden@icloud.com 

Stuart Griffin Welcome  co-ordinator stuart.griffin@live.co.uk 

Sam Carter sam@samuelcarter.com Member  

Clare Crane               Clerk to the Council and RFO          01379  608590 

To contact Starston Parish Council:  starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
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Denny Holloway 
Bricklayer  

 

 

 
 
 

 
Brick  Work, General Building, 

Hard Landscaping etc 
 

01379 853471 or 07939 144446 


