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Happy New Year! 
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Distribution 
Pigeon Post is delivered free to every home in Starston.   

It can also be sent by email in PDF format.  

To request a PDF version please contact the Co-ordinating Editor. 

Whilst the editorial team do not necessarily agree with the opinions expressed by contributors, 

they believe that the magazine is available for local people to air their views. Letters to the Editor 

must be signed. The Editor reserves the right to alter or amend any copy received.           
Items for inclusion in the next issue MUST reach the Co-ordinating Editor by the 12th of the   

preceding month, (usually earlier in December). Space in the magazine will be allocated on a first 

come, first served basis. Photos and pictures are welcome and will be used wherever possible.  
 

Please send copy by e-mail to: editor@pigeonpost.org.uk 

Advertising 
For advertising rates please contact  

 

 Liz Stacey: Tel: 01379 853427   Email: elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 
 

or Sue Moore: Tel: 01379 852387  Email: editor@pigeonpost.org.uk       

If you know of any new residents in the village please tell Norman Steer (854245)  

or Sue Moore (852387) so that we can welcome them in Pigeon Post.  

‘For Starston People’                                    Copyright  2019 PIGEON POST 

The Production Team 

Co-ordinating Editor: Sue Moore:                   Cranes Watering Farm, Rushall Road 

Tel:  852387                 Email:  suemoore0717@gmail.com 

Editors: Chris Doughty:             Email: chrismartindoughty@gmail.com 

Auriel Gibson:              from spring 2019 

Treasurer: Mandy Carter:              Brick Kiln Farm, Cross Roads 

Tel: 854600                  Email:  mcarter@carrotech.com 

Advertising Manager: Liz Stacey:                   The Old Coach House, Starston 

Tel: 853427                  Email:  elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 

Webmaster: Christina Davies:          Email:  davieschristina@btinternet.com 

Distribution  

Organiser:  

Brian Greathead:           Cart Lodge Barn, Church Hill  

Tel: 852352                  Email:  b.greathead@btinternet.com 

Distributors include: Brenda & David Beech, Sarah Beech, Mandy Carter, Patricia 

Lombe-Taylor, Alison Miners, Rosemary Steer, Anita        

Weatherley, Liz Woodley and others.  

ISSUE EDITOR MICHAEL BARTLETT 
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                         V i l l a g e  D i a r y      

 Tuesday 1st January 12 noon 

 Meet & Mardle – Jubilee Hall (or church if available) 

   Monday 7th January 7.25 pm to 9.30 pm 

 Parish Council Meeting - Jubilee Hall 

 Saturday 19th January 10 am to 2 pm 

 Starston Village New Year Get-Together - Jubilee Hall  - see P.10 

 Wednesday 23rd January 7.30 pm - 8.15 pm 

 Jubilee Hall Trust AGM - Jubilee Hall - see P.10 

 Saturday 26th January From 9.30 am 

 Glebe Meadow Bash – Glebe Meadow  -  see P.24 
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Final Copy Date for February edition: 

12.00 Noon - Saturday 12th January 

 

To Book the Jubilee Hall - Contact the Bookings Manager:               
 

Robert Wood:  01379 852535 or Email: starstonrobert@gmail.com 
Deputy: Joy Brooks: 01379 854755 or joybrooks2007@yahoo.co.uk 

Let us know of anything happening in the village for this Diary page 
 

Personal adverts and events are free so long as they are not for personal profit   
 

Like us on Facebook http://facebook.com/starstonvillagenorfolk 
 

Starston Village Website: http://starstonvillage.co.uk/ 
 

Jubilee Hall Wi-Fi Hot Spot: Network: Jubilee Hall  Password: Starston 
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ALM Taxis.. 
   “Getting you to your destination safely,  

on time and very competitively priced” 
 
Airport Transfers 
Chauffeur Services 
Seaters 4, 5, 6, 8 
Long or Short Distance 
Contract Work Welcomed 
 

01379 608602 
 

www.almtaxis.co.uk 
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Around and About the Village 

Red Lion Coffee Morning  
The Red Lion at Needham is holding a  

coffee morning on Wednesday 2nd January 

from 10.00 am till 12 noon. Tea, coffee and 

cakes - come and see what just £2 can 

do......... all profits go to local charities. 
 

Pulham Players Panto 
Camelot - The Panto will be staged on 

10th, 11th and 12th January in Pulham 

Market Memorial Hall at 7.30 pm (plus 

2.30 on Saturday). Tickets £8-£9 from    

Sandra 01379676769  or email:             

tickets@pulhamplayers.com 
 

Storytelling and Picture  
Saturday 12th January at 7.30 at the Fisher 

Theatre, Bungay.   

Join award-winning children’s author and 

illustrator James Mayhew for a magical 

evening of stories and art as he celebrates 

the 30th anniversary of his first book, 

‘Katie’s Picture Show’. 
 

James will talk about his childhood in   

Suffolk and his subsequent career, and  

include a selection of storytellings with live 

illustrations. James will be signing books 

after the event. Suitable for ages 12+ 

RSPB Big Garden Bird Watch   
This annual event takes place between 26th 

and 28th January. Can you give up an hour 

of your weekend to help with this very  

important survey?  Further details: 

www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/

birdwatch/     Also see Page 22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pennoyer Centre  
Pennoyers wants to expand the activities it 

offers to the community. If you have   

something you could offer - fitness activity, 

craft workshop, baby group etc - please   

contact them to discuss. Favourable rates 

apply. 

 

New Neighbours? 
 

Do you have new neighbours?  If so please could you help the Pigeon Post team by 

checking that they are receiving their copy of the magazine. If it's a case of the        

previous resident moving out and the new one moving in then the transition should 

have been straightforward, but recently it has come to our attention that new residents 

moving into new-builds or renovations haven't been brought to the team’s attention and 

so haven't been getting Pigeon Post. 
 

Pigeon Post always likes to welcome new residents although we are aware that some    

people prefer not to have their names mentioned. If you are new to the village we are 

more than happy to introduce you via the magazine if you would like. 

Sue 
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Friendly 
Reliable 
Service 

Would you like to  

advertise here? 

Very reasonable rates—

further details available on 

request. 

Get in touch by phone or 

email. 

See page 2 for details. 
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Final Notes From This Editor 

 

And so I have reached my last Pigeon Post as Editor. The first edition I edited was in 

February 2007 which means I’ve been involved with our village magazine for 12 years 

(with one short break) and it is very hard to have to say goodbye to it. The only        

consolation is that I am leaving it in Sue’s very capable hands. 
 

Dee and I have always been impressed with the sense of community in Starston but as it 

is a very strung-out village with no natural centre such as a pub or a shop, it can be hard 

to maintain that community feeling. I believe Pigeon Post helps enormously with that 

and has done so since the first edition in March 1991.  
 

I will probably still write the occasional article for the magazine and I would like to 

encourage more of you to have a go at some ‘general interest’ pieces. We are frequently 

told that it is the mix of local information, publicity for events in the village with      

subsequent reports on how they went, together with general interest articles on a wide 

range of topics that makes Pigeon Post something to read rather than just glance at. It’s 

a question of balance. 
 

In this final editorial perhaps I can just clarify a few misunderstandings about Pigeon 

Post, all of which have been said to us recently. Pigeon Post is entirely independent, 

funded solely by its advertising revenue. It is NOT run by the Parish Council, it is NOT 

a Parish magazine run by the church, you do NOT have to be a Council Tax payer. All 

you have to do to receive Pigeon Post free of charge each month is to live in Starston.  
 

I have been privileged to lead an excellent team who all contribute so much to the work 

of producing a monthly magazine. Sue, of course, first as Distribution Organiser and 

now Editor, Mandy for keeping the money under control, Liz for managing the adverts 

without which the magazine could not survive and Brian and his distribution team for 

making sure that the magazine reaches everyone in the village. My thanks to you all.  
 

I am going to miss Pigeon Post very much but unfortunately I have to go. Personal   

circumstances have forced me to make a number of changes recently, one of which 

means I have to step back from all involvement in community activities in the village 

for the foreseeable future. Change is often uncomfortable but it is also inevitable. You 

can ignore it and hope it goes away or you can deal with it. 
 

I’ve chosen to deal with it.  
 

Michael  

A New Year Resolution is the triumph of  

optimism over experience. 
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Notes From A Travelling Starston Gardener 

I once worked with a lovely man called Anatol Goldberg, who was the expert in Soviet 

affairs (when such a person was needed) at BBC World Service. He was a gifted       

linguist, broadcasting in Russian, German, French and English, as well as being fluent in 

four or five other languages. Sometime in the 1970s he was sent to Stockholm to cover a 

big international conference. I met him shortly after his return and asked him how things 

had gone, expecting some sage comments on the conference proceedings. “Well, Dee” 

he said, “it was very strange being in a country where I could not speak one word of the 

language”. 
 

I felt like that recently while walking through 

the Patagonian temperate rain forest of   

southern Chile. The flora was large, diverse 

and beautiful – and I could hardly recognise a 

single species. The mosses and ferns were 

obvious, of course. One kind of fern which 

grew several feet high had fronds with a 

woody stem. And there were some clumps of 

young plants which were clearly a type of 

bamboo (though, as I discovered later, they 

grow up into something that more closely 

resembles a six foot high mares tail). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the rest I cannot tell you what I saw. 

There was a shrub with flowers like mimosa 

and a plant which had the habit of an ivy and 

leaves like a Viburnum. As for the trees, all I 

can say is that there were many species. The 

mature specimens were tall, with straight 

trunks that were clear of branches for maybe a 

hundred feet above the ground, so that you 

could look straight up into the canopy high 

above. Many of these trees are found only in 

this small, endangered area of Chile.  
 

It was a great privilege to walk among them. 
 

Dee the Travelling Gardener 
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Bees in Glebe Meadow - Winter 2018/19 

The bad news first. We lost a colony of honey bees to wasps in August - a swarm which 

I had collected from a verge-patch in Loddon. This was especially disappointing as this 

small colony had successfully re-queened and was building up nicely, but was still not 

strong enough to withstand persistent attacks by masses of marauding wasps. 
 

Now the good news. We have a new colony of bees settling in for the winter down in 

Glebe Meadow. These started life in Starston in early June as a nucleus of Carniolan 

honey bees, and provided an impressive 30 jars of delicious honey by the end of July, 

most of which was sold at the Starston fete in early August.   
 

This time last year, our single Glebe Meadow colony was looking good but it sadly   

didn’t survive the Beast from the East in March - we were in good company as the same 

fate befell 40% of bee hives nationally. So we started again with the nucleus and are 

keeping our fingers firmly crossed this winter.    
 

To prepare a hive for winter, bees need enough sugar syrup to make about 15 kg of   

honey, which will be consumed before the spring and so will not mix with honey the 

bees make from flower nectar next year. While wasps are a serious predator in summer, 

in winter we have to guard against mice and woodpeckers. We love to hear woodpeckers 

hammering away on trees, but not on our bee-hives please, as they would quickly empty 

a hive of bees, larvae and honey. So that is why you will see the hive wrapped in wire 

netting and with a mouse guard across the entrance. We are hoping that this winter will 

be kinder to our bees and that in the spring, the expanding bee population will be greeted 

by a profusion of nectar-rich spring flowers, giving a prospect of more honey in 2019. 
 

We have several bee-keepers in Starston, including our Bee Group, and if anyone would 

like more information or to get involved in this fascinating hobby, please get in touch. 

Peter Grimble 

Parish Council Meeting Dates 2019 
 

Monday 7th January 

Tuesday 5th March 

Tuesday 7th May (To start with the AGM of the Council, followed by Parish Council 

Meeting) 

Tuesday 21st May (Annual Parish Meeting) 

Monday 15 July 

Monday 16th September 

Monday 18th November – (Plus – ‘Welcome to Starston’ 6.20pm – 7.20pm at the     

Jubilee Hall) 
 

All meetings start at 7.30 pm in the Jubilee Hall, Starston. Everyone is welcome.  
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Jubilee Hall Events 

New Year Social Event 

 
On Saturday 19th January there will be a New Year Social Event in the Jubilee Hall 

from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm. This will be a chance to sit and chat with friends and     

neighbours while enjoying tea, coffee and cake. We hope this will give those people 

who don’t like to come out on winter evenings, a chance to join in the social life of the 

village and meet friends – old and new. We are also hoping to organise a raffle. 

 

If anyone can help on the day and/or by donating a cake or a raffle prize, then please 

contact Wendy Roper on 07860 143676 or email: wendyroper1309@icloud.com  

Spare The Rod 
Talk on the History of Local Schools 

 

On Thursday 7th February in Starston Jubilee Hall Gordon Lascelles will be giving a 

talk on the History of Local Schools. It is called ‘Spare the Rod’ and it will include 

Harleston and Starston schools. Tickets are £3.50 which includes a £2.00 donation to 

The River Waveney Trust and tea or coffee. 

 

Gordon is a retired history teacher/Deputy Head of Archbishop Sancroft High School 

and Debbie says his lessons were never boring. She can remember Gordon’s classroom 

being turned into the ‘Battle of Hastings’. His enthusiasm for history is infectious..  

 

One of the points to emerge from the Jubilee Hall survey was a request for history talks 

so please come and support this event. Tickets and further information from Debbie or 

Stuart Griffin Telephone 854233 or email deb.stu@hotmail.com 

Jubilee Hall Trust AGM 
Wednesday 23rd January  

7.30 pm in the Jubilee Hall 
 

The Jubilee Hall is a registered charity run by 5 Trustees. As a charity it is required to 

hold an Annual General Meeting which anyone can attend. At this meeting there will be 

reports from the Chairman, the Treasurer and the Glebe Meadow, and Officers will be  

elected for the forthcoming year. Finally, under Any Other Business, questions will be 

taken from the floor.  
 

A Jubilee Hall Management Committee meeting will follow the AGM. This meeting is 

not open to the public.  
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We are sorry to report that, although all the information about bus times published in the 

November edition of Pigeon Post was printed in good faith as it was provided for us by 

First Bus, the information has turned out to be hopelessly inaccurate. In addition, the 

phone number we were given for enquiring about bus times is as much use as a       

chocolate fireguard. If you dial that number you have a choice of accessing a website or 

phoning 0871 200 2233 which is the Travel Line number we used to print in Pigeon 

Post.  
 

The website option is, of course, not an option for everyone and in any case all it does is 

invite you to download a “Bus App” to gain the information you require. Not something 

that everyone is comfortable about doing. If you choose to ring Travel Line then you 

will be charged a rate of 12p a minute for your call, plus your phone company’s access 

charge.  
 

All this makes the First Bus “customer service” seem like a “new-speak” line taken 

straight out of George Orwell’s novel, ‘1984’.  
 

It would seem that the only sensible option is to go into the bus station in Norwich next 

time you are there (assuming you succeed in getting to Norwich in the first place) and 

ask for a Purple Line timetable. These are a challenge - about as easy to understand as a 

guide to astrophysics - but at least they’re free and, if you are really determined, you 

will eventually be able to extract the information you require. It helps if you are good at 

crosswords.  
 

A word of warning. If you are lucky enough to find a bus in Starston then it no longer 

goes to the bus station but to various locations in the city centre. To come back you need 

to search out a bus stop somewhere. Good luck. 
 

We will revert to the original phone number in Pigeon Post. It’s expensive but it works. 

Or it did at the time of writing. No guarantees beyond that. 

Local Bus Information 
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Robert Kett, Hero or Villain? 

Nowadays, Robert Kett is considered something of a hero, we name schools, hills, pubs, 

even beer after him. It hasn't always been the case. In 1549 he, like many other land-

owners, had begun to enclose land to keep sheep. Wool was making money because of 

the healthy textile industry, especially in places like Norwich. Enclosure meant the  

peasantry no longer had access to common land for keeping livestock. 
 

Early in July an angry mob started to demolish fences in the Wymondham area,         

including those  of Kett. He, unlike others of his class, listened to their complaints and 

within days had been appointed their leader. 
 

On 9th July various groups met by an oak tree in Hethersett with the intention of  

marching into Norwich to air their grievances. This tree (Kett's Oak) still stands beside 

the B1172. They met up with further groups on Mousehold Heath on 12th July and   

established a camp. Relations with the city authorities were fairly cordial, with some 

officials sympathetic to the cause. It was to their advantage to be so, the population of 

Norwich was 12,000, there were 16,000 protestors. On the heath the mob drew up a list 

of 29 grievances, including their complaint about enclosure.   
 

Things changed on 21st July; a messenger arrived from the King's Council in London 

proclaiming the gathering a rebellion, but offering a pardon if they dispersed. Kett    

refused, apparently saying that he couldn't be pardoned as he had done nothing wrong. 

The messenger had been sent without troops, so he took refuge in the city and closed the 

gates, cutting off supplies to the camp, with the idea that they might be starved out. 
 

Kett decided to attack the city. The authority's guns were on what is now the playing 

field at the Norwich School. The rebels had theirs on top of the hill on the opposite side 

of the Wensum. The authorities were firing uphill, the rebels had the advantage of firing 

down. On 22nd July the rebels overran the city, getting as far forward as the market 

place, and presumably replenishing their supplies in the process, after which they     

retreated back to the high ground outside the city where they held the advantage. The 

King sent an army of about 1500, but they retreated (some say as far as Cambridge!). 

An army of about 14,000 was sent next, including mercenaries from all over Europe.  

The battle ensued for another month. The final skirmish was at the Battle of Dussindale 

on August 27th after which Robert Kett was captured and taken with his brother       

William to the Tower of London to be tried for treason. Found guilty, on 7th December 

Robert was hanged at Norwich Castle and William at Wymondham Abbey. 
 

For 300 years Kett was considered a villain. It was only in the mid-19th century that the 

tide began to turn, and what he had done, defending the rights of the common people, 

began to be recognised.  In 1949, 400 years after the rebellion, a plaque to Kett (now a 

hero) was unveiled at the Castle. 
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Parish Workshop initial consultation drop-in event  

at the Jubilee Hall, Saturday 17th November 
 

The Starston Neighbourhood Plan is a community-led document for guiding future               

development within the parish. It is about the use and development of land over the next 

20 years. It may contain proposals for improving the area or providing new facilities, or 

allocation of key sites for specific kinds of development. It may deal with a wide range 

of social, economic and environmental issues (such as housing, employment, heritage 

and transport) or it may focus on one or two issues only.  
 

The purpose of the initial consultation event was an invitation for the whole parish to           

individually identify key issues and themes in the parish.  During the day, 67 people 

(approximately 20% of the parish population) gave up a few minutes of their valuable 

time to write on post-it notes and stick stickers onto boards, whilst consuming some   

delicious locally made cakes and treats, all washed down with tea and coffee. 
 

 

 

The day had been prepared by the Starston Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, with          

invitations for the day advertised on a wide variety of media, including Pigeon Post,  

village website, flyers and posters. All attendees were asked to agree, or disagree, and 

comment on five key draft objectives, as follows: 
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Community & Services 
 

DRAFT Objective: To provide opportunities for all the community to access           

community facilities and public spaces. 
 

51 agreed, and no one disagreed with this object. 

The main themes of interest generated by the comments that were received, were 

grouped together afterwards under the following headings: 

 Community 

 Church Building 

 Village Hall 

 Church and Village Hall 

 Parish Council 

 

Business & Employment 
 

DRAFT Objective: To encourage and support appropriate new and existing businesses. 

49 agreed, and no one disagreed with this object. 
 

The main themes of interest generated by the comments that were received, were 

grouped together afterwards under the following headings: 

 Broadband 

 Home based businesses, and 

 Commercial units 

 

Environment & Landscape 
 

DRAFT objective: To protect and enable access to the countryside within Starston and 

the surrounding countryside. 
 

DRAFT objective: To maintain a high quality built and natural environment for the  

village. 
 

45 agreed, and no one disagreed with these objectives. 

The main themes of interest generated by the comments that were received, were 

grouped together afterwards under the following headings: 

 Strategic gap between Starston and Harleston 

 Wildlife 

 Fly Tipping, and 

 The Beck 
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Transport & Access 
 

DRAFT objective: To encourage safe walking and cycling within and beyond Starston 

parish. 
 

49 agreed, and 2 disagreed with this objective. 

The main themes of interest generated by the comments that were received, were 

grouped together afterwards under the following headings: 

 Traffic speeding 

 Roads 

 Footpaths and pedestrians 

 Cycling 

 Bus 

 

Housing & the Built Environment 
 

DRAFT objective: To support a small amount of appropriate new housing development 

for a mixed community. 
 

DRAFT objective: To encourage well-designed development that complements the  

distinctive character of Starston. 
 

45 agreed, and 4 disagreed with these objectives. 

The main themes of interest generated by the comments that were received, were 

grouped together afterwards under the following headings: 

 Large scale developments 

 Development 

 Self-build 

 Farm building conversions 

 

 

Additionally, an opportunity was given for attendees to write on post it notes to answer 

more important questions: 

 

1. Do we want some more housing in Starston? And, if yes, how many   

houses, what type of housing, and where. 

2. What do you want for Starston? What makes the parish special?  What 

would enhance it?  Do we want development and how can we make the 

best of it? Ultimately, what would make Starston parish an inspiring and 

functional place to live and work by 2029? 
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Finally, the Steering Group had previously worked on a draft character assessment for 

the village, concluding that the village has 5 distinctive areas 
 

 Northern Agricultural Area 

 Central Agricultural Area 

 Southern Agricultural Area 

 Historic Village Centre 

 Cross Road and Rushall Road 

 

The areas were described and shown on the parish map, and attendees were asked to 

make comments on each area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendees had an opportunity to stick flags into the parish map and make specific     

comments alongside the flag and the reason that they had placed the flag. 

 

The Steering Group would like to thank everyone who gave their valuable time to attend 

and input into the Neighbourhood Planning process.  

 

As a reminder, the Steering Group is made up of a group of residents, commissioned  by  

the  Parish Council, to guide the development of  the community-led Neighbourhood  

Plan for Starston. We are not the decision makers, residents are.   

 

For full details of the results and the comments made on the day please go to the Starston 

website at www.starstonvillage.co.uk/starston/neighbourhood-plan/  

 

The next stage in the Neighbourhood Planning process is to develop these ideas further. 
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How did it begin?  
 

In1979 the RPSB was looking for a simple winter activity that their junior membership 

could get involved in. As it was likely to be cold and the evenings dark, they thought a 

weekend activity in the garden would be best. 

 

So, they asked their members to count the birds in their gardens, all at the same time, so 

they could work out what the UK's top 10 most common garden birds were. 

 

Biddy Baxter - then editor of ‘Blue Peter’ - liked the idea so much that she featured the 

survey on one of the programmes. It was expected that only a few hundred children 

would take part but, thanks to Biddy's coverage, the RSPB actually received more than 

34,000 forms! 

 

And that's how a 'one-off' activity grew into the regular event it is today. Although it 

wasn't until 2001 that adults were invited to join in the fun, too. 

 
How does Big Garden Birdwatch help?  
 

For 40 years, the RSPB has been asking you to count the birds in your garden – and 

you've been brilliant at it.  

 

With over half a million people now regularly taking part, coupled with almost 40 years’ 

worth of data, Big Garden Birdwatch allows the RSPB to monitor trends and helps them 

understand how birds are doing.  

 

As the format of the survey has stayed the same, the scientific data can be compared 

year-on-year, making your results very valuable to scientists. With results from so many 

gardens, they are able to create a 'snapshot' of bird numbers across the UK.  

 

While some changes in bird numbers can seem scary - we've lost more than half our 

house sparrows and some three-quarters of our starlings - it isn't all doom and gloom. 

Since Birdwatch began blue tit numbers have risen by 20 per cent and the woodpigeon 

population has increased by a whopping 800 per cent. 

 

Your results help to spot problems but, more importantly, they are also the first step in 

putting things right. This is why it's so important that we count garden birds. 

 

A pioneering example of what we now call ‘Citizen Science’. 

The Big Garden Birdwatch  
26th - 28th January 
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Southwold is probably the closest seaside town to Starston and is a popular place to visit 

for local people and their visitors alike but perhaps its history is less well known.  
 

Southwold was mentioned in Domesday Book (1086) as a fishing port, and after the 

‘capricious River Blyth withdrew from Dunwich in 1328, bringing trade to Southwold 

in the 15th century’, it received its town charter from Henry VII in 1489. Over the    

following centuries, however, a shingle bar built up across the harbour mouth,          

preventing the town from becoming a major port: “The shingle at Southwold Harbour, 

the mouth of the Blyth, is ever shifting,” William Whittaker observed in 1887. 
 

A fire in 1659 devastated most of the town and damaged St Edmund's Church, whose 

original structure dated from the 12th century. The fire created a number of open spaces 

within the town which were never rebuilt. Today this series of varied and very delightful 

village greens and the restriction of expansion because of the surrounding marshes, have 

preserved the town's genteel appearance.  
 

On the green just above the beach, descriptively named Gun Hill, the six 18-pounder 

cannon commemorate the Battle of Sole Bay, fought in 1672 between English and 

French fleets on one side and the Dutch on the other. The battle was bloody but        

indecisive and many bodies were washed ashore. During WW1 it was widely thought 

that these cannon were one reason why this part of the coast was bombarded by the  

German Fleet as a ‘fortified coast’. In WW2 the cannon were removed, reputedly     

buried for safety, and returned to their former position after hostilities. On 15 May 1943 

low-flying German fighter-bombers attacked the town and killed eleven people. 
 

Southwold lighthouse was commissioned in 1890 and was automated and electrified in 

1938. It stands as a prominent landmark in the centre of the town and is a Grade II listed  

building. It is 31 metres tall, built of brick, painted white and has 113 steps around a 

spiral staircase. 
 

The lighthouse replaced three local lighthouses that were under threat from coastal   

erosion. It suffered a fire in its oil fired lamp just six days after commissioning but    

survived and today operates a rotating 150 watt lamp with a range of 24 nautical miles.  
 

Southwold Pier was built in 1900. At 247 metres it was long enough to accommodate 

the Belle steamers which carried trippers along the coast at that time. In WW2 it was 

weakened by two breaches, and in 1955 a large section was destroyed by a gale. The 

pier was entirely rebuilt and restored in 2001 and is now about 190 metres long.  
 

The Old Water Tower, in the middle of Southwold Common, was built in 1890. The 

tank held 40,000 gallons of water and was powered by huge sails. On St Valentine's Day 

1899 George Neller, a local man, died when his coat got caught in its machinery. In 

1937 a new 150,000 gallon capacity Art Deco water tower was built next door.  
 

Southwold - the town that time forgot (apart from the car parking charges) 

Southwold’s Past 
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Can You Help?   Colourful Plastic Bottle Tops Needed 
 

The SYC programme for 2019 has been developed with input from children and their 

families around the village – for details see the youth club page of the village website.    
   
This year all events are on an all-age basis and include: 

 Village Litter Picks 

 Easter Egg Hunt 

 Starston Slime Sunday 

 Visit to the recently renovated Billingford Mill 

 Fireworks Party 

 Christmas Party  

 Pantomime at Diss Cornhall 

 

An SYC Whatsapp  group has been formed to keep parents up to date with forthcoming 

events and also enable families from our geographically dispersed village to easily   

communicate with one another. If you want to be added to the Whatsapp group, please 

contact Ann Leitch on 01379 423387. 
 

At the club in April we will be making a bottle top collage, as well as hunting Easter 

Eggs on the Glebe Meadow. For us to have enough bottle tops we would be most    

grateful if you could deposit dry, clean colourful plastic bottle tops from the Christmas/

New Year period in the collection box in the BT telephone box on The Street. 
 

Many thanks 
 

Sam, Janet, Ann 

Starston Parish Council & Youth Club Litter Pick 
 

Saturday 9th February 3.00 pm to 4.30 pm 
 

Meet at the Jubilee Hall - all equipment provided 
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Glebe Meadow Volunteering Bash  
Saturday 26th January at 9.30 am 

Your meadow needs you!  Once again we will be having a morning volunteering session 

for anyone who can make it. Glebe Meadow is in good shape and used by so many, with 

a footfall of thousands every year. Despite regular mowing and other maintenance, our 

January session is critical in helping keep the banks and hedges in good order and      

enabling us to clear debris after winter storms. And there are always sycamore trees to 

control to maintain light levels on the Beck, which is beneficial to the ecology.  
 

It is thanks to all your efforts over the years that Glebe Meadow looks as well as it does. 

Please come and join us on the morning of 26th January for a couple of hours - bring 

whatever tools you can - hedge trimmers, rakes, pruners, barrows etc, - as well as all 

your outdoor winter gear. Any 4 wheel drives and trailers are also useful. 
 

It’s a sociable as well as a productive occasion, with refreshments as usual, courtesy of 

Sue’s wheelbarrow! 
 

Children, families and unsuspecting visitors all welcome. 
 

Hope to see you there. 
 

Peter 

852819 

Stress Management 
 

A psychologist walked around a room while teaching stress management to an audience. 

As she raised a glass of water, everyone expected they'd be asked the “half empty or 

half full” question. Instead she inquired: “How heavy is this glass of water?” 
 

Answers called out ranged from 8 oz. to 20 oz. 
 

She replied, “The absolute weight doesn't matter. It depends on how long I hold it. If I 

hold it for a minute, it's not a problem. If I hold it for an hour, I'll have an ache in my 

arm. If I hold it for a day, my arm will feel numb and paralyzed. In each case, the 

weight of the glass doesn't change, but the longer I hold it, the heavier it becomes.”  
 

She continued, “The stresses and worries in life are like that glass of water. Think about 

them for a while and nothing happens. Think about them a bit longer and they begin to 

hurt. And if you think about them all day long, you will feel paralyzed – incapable of 

doing anything.” 
 

It’s important to remember to let go of your stresses. As early in the evening as you can, 

put all your burdens down. Don't carry them through the evening and into the night. 

Remember to put the glass down! 
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 La Soirée Française 

The 17th November saw the Jubilee Hall behaving like The Tardis again as it was    

transformed into a 'French' Bistro for the evening. 
 

Hosted by René Artois (late of 'Allo 'Allo) alias John Formston, complete with beret and 

moustache, the evening went with a swing! Guests adopted a range of dress style from 

the faintly Breton and elements of Parisienne but generally resoundingly Rosbif !  

'Franglais' was spoken by the majority. 
 

Le Menu offered a wide choice to suit all tastes at a price 

which beat the local take-aways into a Tricorn hat. French 

themed courses included a tasty rustic terrine, the choice of 

mains included a succulent Cassoulet, Faisan en Calvados, 

Boeuf Bourguignon and a 'veggie' option. The wonderful 

selection of puds was enough to test even the most robust 

Gallic constitution. 
 

The bar provided appropriate wines and beers which were 

freely partaken, resulting in a marvellously relaxed and    

convivial atmosphere. 
 

 

After the food, the redoubtable René hosted a 'French Quiz' which caused much hilarity 

and some head scratching, proving that even after decades of membership of the EU we 

Brits have generally learnt very little about our neighbours over La Manche! 
 

The evening was rounded off with  the drawing of the 

raffle - tickets were available (refuse if you dare) 

throughout the evening.  
 

A thoroughly enjoyable evening and a substantial net 

contribution towards the upkeep of the Jubilee Hall. 
 

An EU directive has decreed that those who failed to 

attend have no sense of fun and so shall be sent to    

Madame La Guillotine, forthwith! ! 
 

François P. (earson) 
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County Council News 

Every year when the weather gets cold, NCC launches its Norfolk Winter information-

sharing campaign, designed to help people in the county cope during the colder months. 

Regular gritting updates and other useful advice are posted on social media channels, 

using the #norfolkwinter hashtag on twitter and on the Norfolk Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/norfolkcc. NCC currently has around 16,000 tonnes of salt stocked 

in the county which will be replenished during the winter through a long-term contract 

the council has with its supplier, Compass Minerals. People can check which roads are 

on the gritting routes for the 2018/19 season on the map at www.norfolk.gov.uk/

gritting. We also have over 1,900 grit bins around the county which volunteers can use 

on public pavements, cycle paths and roads. Also, in extreme weather we have many 

farmers who work closely with us to make sure that our roads are kept clear and safe.  
 

In 2017/18 our 20 recycling centres diverted 1,203 tonnes of material for reuse through 

our network of nine re-use shops and bric-a-brac collections from the remaining sites. 

The sale of this material generates an income to help offset the costs of the service and 

also supports a local charity which is currently the East Anglian Air Ambulance. We 

are going to open three new re-use shops in 2019 at Wells, Bergh Apton and Snetterton 

recycling centres, subject to securing planning permission. Sites without a re-use shop 

will be part of a set of trials to maximise income generation from reuse through       

exploring the use of auction houses and transporting re-use items to recycling centres 

with a shop. Also on recycling we are looking to replace two of our centres, one in  

Norwich relocating the one at Mile Cross to a new site by the Broadland Northway and 

a new site being built in Kings Lynn near to the speedway stadium. 
 

I was pleased to attend the official opening recently of the new rugby pitch at        

Archbishop Sancroft School. It was a pleasure to meet the players, staff and sponsors 

involved with the setting up of the posts and pitch. The game which followed against 

Framingham Earl resulted in a home win 26 – 24 so good luck for the rest of the      

season. 
 

Wishing everyone a very Happy and Healthy New Year. 
 

Martin Wilby 

Council Launches South Norfolk Business Awards 
 

South Norfolk Council has launched its new ‘Business Awards’ to recognise and      

celebrate the economic success of the district. The new awards build on the council’s 

very popular Independent Retailer awards, widening the scope and focus to reflect the 

diversity of businesses that flourish in South Norfolk. Businesses can nominate them-

selves for an award in any of the nine categories and at the same time our residents can 

support their favourite business by nominating them as our ‘Retailer of the Year’. 
 

You can view the criteria and nominate online by 31st December 2018 at www.south-

norfolk.gov.uk/businessawards  

http://www.facebook.com/norfolkcc
http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/gritting
http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/gritting
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Answers to the December Crossword 

Local Films in January 

Pennoyers Film    (Pulham St Mary)                 

Title:  Mamma Mia Here We Go Again (PG)   

Date: Friday 18th January                  Time:  8.00 pm.   Doors open 7.15 

Cost: Adults £5.00 in advance, £5.50 on the door 

Five years after the events of Mamma Mia!, Sophie prepares for the grand reopening of 

the Hotel Bella Donna as she learns more about her mother's past. 

Booking advisable - phone 01379 676660. Ices available.  
 

Harleston Film  (Masonic Rooms, Thoroughfare, Harleston)  

No information available 
 

Alburgh Film  (Alburgh Village Hall)  

Title:  Mamma Mia Here We Go Again (PG)   

Date: Friday 18th January       Time:  7.30 pm     Doors open 6.00 pm 

Cost: £4.00 on the door.               

In this musical romantic comedy, a woman grapples with running her mother's villa 

while also expecting her first child and worries that she won't be able to handle every-

thing on her own, so she enlists two of her mother's friends for assurance, help and  

guidance. Along the way, she learns more about her mother's past and now faces a    

surprise visit from someone she's never met: her own grandmother.  
 

Fish and Chips are available to eat in the village hall from 6.00 pm. 

Ice creams available in the interval. 

ACROSS 
 

1. Jane 

4. Peace 

9. Ada 

10. Flair 

11. Peter 

12. Doe 

13. Rotor 

15. Lanolin 

17. Recipe 

19. Walter 

23. Dredger 

26.  Rover 

29.  Ely 

30.  Louie 

31.  Lotus 

32.  Obi 

33.  Dreamer 

34.  Cher 
 

DOWN 
 

2.  Abaft 

3. Eardrop 

4. Pamela 

5.  Capon 

6.  Fetal 

7.  Coroner 

8.   Afar 

14. Ode 

16.  Oil 

17.  Raddled 

18.  I.D.D 

20.  Acrylic 

21.  Eve 

22.  Trevor 

24.  Elude 

25.  Gleam 

27. Vitae 

28.  Rose 

Cinema is a medium that can translate ideas.  
David Lynch 



29 January 2019 

 

 

January Crossword by Dahlia 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7 

             

8             

             

9      10       

             

11       12 13     

      14       

15    16    17    18 

             

19             

             

20      21       

CLUES ACROSS 

 

1.  These often speak louder than words (7) 
5.   A Feeling of resentment (5) 

8    Some artistic writers (13) 

9.   Understood (5) 

10. For dispensing liquids in a laboratory (7) 
11.  Expel (6) 

12. To prepare for burial (3,3) 

15. Come back in (2,5) 

17. Cancel (5) 

19. A compound with 4 chlorine atoms per     

molecule (13) 

20. These give shape to garments (5) 

21  Thomas and the Steamies fell out with   
them (7) 

CLUES DOWN 

 

1.  Royal races(5) 
2.  A secondary lens of a camera (13) 

3.  Narcotic or sedative drugs (7) 

4.  One who writes (6) 

5.  The Queen hears one of these each        
morning (5) 

6.  A means of collecting information (13) 

7.  With least difficulty (7) 

11. Scolded (7) 

13 Edible marine gastropod mollusc (7) 

14. Curved—as in masonry (6) 

16. Product of the lacrymal glands (5) 

18. Scallions (5) 
 

Contributions of crosswords always welcome 
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Benefice Services in January 

Web Site for all information on the Benefice:     http://www.thebenefice.org.uk/ 

Key To Services 

HC:  Holy Communion PC: Parish Communion 

BCP: Book of Common Prayer SW: Sunday Worship 

CC: Café Church  

Starston PCC Secretary:  Ruth Cawcutt.  

Tel: 01379  852087  Email: rcawcutt1@btinternet.com 

 

 

6th 

Epiphany 

 

13th  

Baptism of Jesus 

 

20th 

Epiphany 3 

27th 

Epiphany 4 
 

Dickle-

burgh 

9.30am 

PC 

9.30am  

BCP Matins 

9.30am         

PC 
 

9.30am         
All Age  

Communion 

Pulham  

Market 

8.00am HC 

10.45am       
 Memorial Hall 

 

9.30am         

HC 
 

9.30am         
SW 

 

9.30am 
HC 

6.30pm 

Celebration 

Pulham  

St Mary 

9.30am 
HC 

9.30am 
BCP Matins 

 

9.30am         
HC 

 

 

8.00am  
HC 

9.30am Messy 

Church  

Rushall 
11.00am 

HC 

11.00am 

SW 

11.00am         

SW 
 

11.00am  

BCP Matins 

Starston 
(Jubilee Hall) 

 

11.00am 

BCP 

Matins 

 
11.00am 

BCP 

Communion 

 

11.00am  

Great and  

Small 

 

11.00am 

BCP 

Communion 

Thelveton 

 

11.00am 
BCP 

Matins 

Private Prayer 
11.00am  

SW 
 

11.00am 

HC 

The photo of the church featured below was taken by Sam Colman 
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Starston Parish Council 

Martin Wilby County 01379 741504 martin.wilby@norfolk.gov.uk  

Clayton Hudson District 01379 676259 chudson@s-norfolk.gov.uk  

Community Services  

Starston Village Web Site:  www.starstonvillage.co.uk  

Local Councillors 

Ann Leitch Chairman 01379 423387 a_leitch@live.co.uk 

Janet Broadhurst  01379 853480 janetbroadhurst@aol.com 

Sam Carter  Not available sam@samuelcarter.com 

Chris Doughty  Not available chrismartindoughty@gmail.com 

Bobbie Formston Tree Warden 01379 853042 jformston07@talktalk.net 

John Formston Footpaths 01379 853042 jformston07@talktalk.net 

Richard Franklin richard.franklin@hotmail.co.uk  01379 854726 

Clare Crane               Clerk to the Council and RFO          01379  608590 

To contact Starston Parish Council:  starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Local Buses - from Starston to Harleston and 

Starston to Long Stratton and Norwich 

For information  

Ring:  0871 200 2233 
12p a minute plus access charge 

Border Hoppa - dial-a-ride service  Ring:  01379 854800  

Police - (non-emergency) Ring:  101 

Safer Neighbourhood Team          Email: sntharleston@norfolk.pnn.police.uk  

Report Power Cuts Ring 105 

NHS Emergency & Urgent Care Services 

(Including Emergency out of hours chemist) 

Ring:  111 

when it’s less urgent than 999 

Refuse Collection and Queries Ring: 01508 533830 

Harleston Information Plus  Ring: 01379 851917 

hip@harleston-norfolk.org.uk 
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Denny Holloway 
Bricklayer  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Brick  Work, General Building, 

Hard Landscaping etc 
 

01379 853471 or 07939 144446 


