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Distribution 
Pigeon Post is delivered free to every home in Starston.   

It can also be sent by email in PDF format.  
To request a PDF version please contact the Co-ordinating Editor. 

Whilst the editorial team do not necessarily agree with the opinions expressed by contributors, 
they believe that the magazine is available for local people to air their views. Letters to the Editor 
must be signed. The Editor reserves the right to alter or amend any copy received.           
Items for inclusion in the next issue MUST reach the Co-ordinating Editor by the 12th of the   
preceding month, (usually earlier in December). Space in the magazine will be allocated on a first 
come, first served basis. Photos and pictures are welcome and will be used wherever possible.  

Please send copy by e-mail to: editor@pigeonpost.org.uk 

Advertising 
For advertising rates please contact  

 

 Liz Stacey: Tel: 01379 853427   Email: elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 
 

or Michael Bartlett: Tel: 01379 852318   Email: editor@pigeonpost.org.uk       

If you know of any new residents in the village please tell Norman Steer (854245)  
or Michael Bartlett (852318) so that we can welcome them in Pigeon Post.  

‘For Starston People’                                    Copyright  2018 PIGEON POST 
The Production Team 

Co-ordinating Editor: Michael Bartlett:          The Red Cottage, The Street 
Tel: 852318                  Email:  editor@pigeonpost.org.uk       

Deputy Editor:   Sue Moore:                   Cranes Watering Farm, Rushall Road 
Tel:  852387                 Email:  suemoore0717@gmail.com 

Editors: Chris Doughty:             Email: chrismartindoughty@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Mandy Carter:              Brick Kiln Farm, Cross Roads 
Tel: 854600                  Email:  mcarter@carrotech.com 

Advertising Manager: Liz Stacey:                   The Old Coach House, Starston 
Tel: 853427                  Email:  elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 

Webmaster: Christina Davies:          Email:  davieschristina@btinternet.com 

Distribution  
Organiser:  

Brian Greathead:           Cart Lodge Barn, Church Hill  
Tel: 852352                  Email:  b.greathead@btinternet.com 

Distributors include: Brenda & David Beech, Sarah Beech, Mandy Carter, Patricia 
Lombe-Taylor, Alison Miners, Rosemary Steer, Anita        
Weatherley, Liz Woodley and others.  

ISSUE EDITOR SUE MOORE 
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                         V i l l a g e  D ia r y      

 Friday 14th December 7.30pm 

 Starston Village Christmas Social—Jubilee Hall   see page 16 

   Sunday 16th December 6pm 

 Carol Service—The Coach House– Starston Place   see page 15 

 Friday 21st December 4pm to 6pm 

 Christingle & Children’s Party – Jubilee Hall   see page 16 

 Tuesday 1st January  12 noon 

 Meet & Mardle—Jubilee Hall (or church) see page 17 

  Saturday 19th January  10 am to 2pm 

 Starston Village New Year Get-Together - Jubilee Hall 
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Final Copy Date for January edition: 
12.00 Noon - FRIDAY 7th DECEMBER 

 

To Book the Jubilee Hall - Contact the Bookings Manager:               
 

Robert Wood:  01379 852535 or Email: starstonrobert@gmail.com 
Deputy: Joy Brooks: 01379 854755 or joybrooks2007@yahoo.co.uk 

Let us know of anything happening in the village for this Diary page 
 

Personal adverts and events are free so long as they are not for personal profit   
 

Like us on Facebook http://facebook.com/starstonvillagenorfolk 
 

Starston Village Website: http://starstonvillage.co.uk/ 
 

Jubilee Hall Wi-Fi Hot Spot: Network: Jubilee Hall  Password: Starston 
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ALM Taxis.. 
   “Getting you to your destination safely, 

on time and very competitively priced” 

 

Airport Transfers 

Chauffeur Services 

Seaters 4, 5, 6, 8 

Long or Short Distance 

Contract Work Welcomed 

 

01379 608602 
 

www.almtaxis.co.uk 
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Around and About the Village 

PENNOYER CENTRE 
Annual Beer & Gin Festival 7-9 December 
7th 6.30 to 11.30pm, 8th 12-11.30pm,        
9th 12-3pm 
For beer lovers we have a range of ales to 
sample, and the gin bar returns with a    
variety of artisan gins to try.  There will 
also be a fully licensed bar selling wines, 
soft drink and hot beverages all weekend.  
The Christmas lights will be switched on 
on Friday evening.  Starston’s Breeze   
Redwine will provide live music and there 
will be catering by 
Broadland Bars.  On 
Saturday there will be 
delicious, fresh wood 
fired pizza from    
Nomadi and in the 
evening live music 
from local blues man 
Dave Thomas.         

All welcome. Free 
entry.  
 
 
 

PANTOMIME 
This year’s pantomime at the Diss Corn 
Hall is Dick Whittington, which runs    
between 19th and 30th         
December at various times.  
The show is 135 minutes 
long, including the interval.  
Booking  office 01379 
652241 Ticket prices £11.50 
& £12.50 
 
FOUND 
A blue throw has been found on the bench 
by the footbridge on the Glebe Meadow.  It 
has been washed and is awaiting collection 
by the owner!  Is it yours?  If so please call 
Rosemary on 854245 to arrange collection.  
If not collected it will be found a new home 
 
HARLESTON WALK 
Tuesday 18th December, 10:30am at     
Redenhall church, walk is about 3 miles. 
Please note that all walkers walk at their 
own risk. Your safety is our concern but 
your responsibility. In bad weather check 
with leaders before setting out.  
Contact Frances 01379 852437 or          
Tim 01379 640489 for more details.  
 

WELCOME ! 
 

We would like to welcome all new residents to the village.  
Nine new households have arrived over the past year to 

Cross Road, Hardwick Road, Railway Hill, Skinners Lane, 
The Street, Hardwick Road and Wood Lane.    

 
Although we haven’t mentioned you individually by name 

the welcome is none the less sincere.  We hope you will 
enjoy living in Starston. 
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Notes From The Editor 

First of all, I’m pleased to be able to tell you that we have had volunteers to run both the 
Photo Competition and the Macmillan fundraising event, where we usually exhibit the 
photos, but please, if you were thinking of volunteering yourself it’s not too late as they 
will need help.  More details about that in the New Year.  I still have some of this years 
photos, if you would like yours returned please get in touch.   
 

Also, I’m pleased to say that another potential editor has  been ‘looking over my    
shoulder’ to see how it’s done, and hopefully Auriel Gibson will edit from time to time 
next year.  She has contributed a very interesting article this month about a Norfolk  
legacy, see page 20.  If you have a Norfolk Hero we would love to hear from you.  As 
always, if you don’t want to write it yourself we can do it for you.   
 

Although we still need more editors we realise that that particular job isn’t everyone's 
cup of tea, but there are other ways in which you can help.  We need ideas, and people 
to put them into action.  In the past we have had a Children’s/Young Person’s page and 
a Cookery/Recipe page to name but two.  They don’t have to be regular monthly       
features, but if you feel you could contribute to either of those, or have other ideas I 
would love to hear from you.  I would also happily help anyone who would like to have 
a go at writing the crossword for us from time to time.  This is not as daunting as it 
might at first seem, especially if you have access to the internet. 
 

Next month’s edition will be edited by Michael Bartlett, after which he will retire as    
co-ordinating editor.  He has done an extraordinarily good job over the past few years 
and we wish him well; we know we shall miss his expertise. 
 

Merry Christmas everyone! 
Sue 

 

 

The Pigeon Post Team would like to 
wish all their readers, contributors , 

advertisers, supporters and volunteer 
helpers a  

Very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
and Prosperous 2019 
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Cruelty Of The White Feather 

Joy Brooks, who was in the audience for 
‘War Girls’ in the Jubilee Hall in October, 
was especially moved by the poem The Jingo 
Woman by Helen Hamilton.  In this poem 
Helen condemned the so-called patriotic 
women who handed out white feathers to men 
who were not wearing uniform, on the      
assumption that they were cowards and had 
refused to fight for their country. Many men, 
including Joy’s grandfather, were not able to 
join the services but nevertheless were judged 
without a trial by the ‘White Feather      
Women’. 
 
Apart from attacking the arrogance of such 
women, Helen Hamilton also makes the point 
that men were being conscripted but women 
were not. The poem ends: 
 
You shame us women. 
Can't you see it isn't decent, 
To flout and goad men into doing, 
What is not asked of you? 

 
 

Joy’s grandfather, Harold Watkin, was a railway engineer who supervised the            
construction of steam locomotives. One of the places he worked was in South America 
and when he returned from there in 1901 a letter was sent to his firm including these 
words. 
 

The work has been carried out to our entire satisfaction and Mr Watkin has 
proved himself to be a thoroughly capable and practical engineer, possessed of 
exceptional  energy and keen interest in his work. He leaves a large circle of 
friends here who have been favourably impressed by his integrity and sterling 
qualities which, together with his abilities, should entitle him to a leading    
position. 

 
Harold had also worked in Africa where he developed chronic kidney disease which Joy 
thinks may have been the cause of his death in 1920 two years after her mother was 
born. He had been ill for several years so was not fit to fight in the First World War. Joy 
was told by her mother how mortified Harold’s wife had been when he was presented 
with a white feather one day when they were out.  
 
It’s not surprising that the poem Jingo Woman struck a chord with Joy.  
 

Harold Watkin 
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The One That Got Away! 

We thought you'd like to see this great photo.  It was taken by Russell Carter, just a   
couple of days too late for the photo competition.  We did show it to the judge later, and 
her comment was that she wished she'd taken it herself! 
 
We're using it to remind everyone that we love to see your photos whenever you take 
them, not just when we have a competition.  Maybe you will see some wildlife on a 
walk around the village, or attend an event and not feel able to write about it for us, but 
you know what they say....A picture is worth a thousand words. 

Please remember to get any information that you want to go into the January 
edition of Pigeon Post to us by Friday 7th December. 

Thank you 
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Parish Council News 

Starston Neighbourhood Plan 
As I hope you are aware, Starston is developing a Neighbourhood Plan.  This is a    
community-led document for guiding future development within the parish.  It is about 
the use and development of land and buildings over the next 20 years.    
The Neighbourhood Plan may contain proposals for improving the area or providing 
new facilities, or the allocation of key sites for specific kinds of development.  It may 
deal with a wide range of social, economic and environmental issues, such as housing, 
employment, heritage and transport, or it may focus on one or two issues only.  How it 
develops and what it covers will be guided by you. 
Since the very positive and informative introductory workshop held by our external  
advisor Rachel Leggett with the Steering Group in September, another grant of £5,145 
has been secured from Locality.  This is in addition to the £6,000 grant from South   
Norfolk District Council.  These monies will be used to meet the costs of developing 
the Neighbourhood Plan.   
Auriel Gibson joined the Steering Group in October, so the group which now consists 
of 7 residents from the Parish (see October PP for details).  They are still looking for 
one additional member, ideally someone with a young family living in Starston.  If you 
are interested, please contact Ann Leitch. 
At the September 2018 Parish Council meeting, the Parish Council endorsed the draft 
aims of the Starston Neighbourhood Plan and the draft vision for Starston – see below.   
Starston Neighbourhood Plan – our draft aims  
By undertaking a Neighbourhood Plan, Starston Parish aims to:- 

Give a voice to residents to shape development and reach consensus  
Allow the village to grow sensitively and sustainably 
Enhance the sense of community  
Protect and maintain the natural environment 
Identify community needs for the use of developer contributions  

Starston Parish – our draft vision 
Starston will continue to be a small and vibrant rural parish, with a strong sense of   
community.  As a distinct settlement from Harleston, it will have a variety of            
appropriate housing that meets local need and is in keeping with the character of 
Starston. The natural environment will be safeguarded whilst walking and cycling    
access around the parish is improved. Starston will be a place where people of all ages 
choose to live, work and visit into the future. 
These two draft statements were consulted on more widely at the Neighbourhood Plan 
Parish Workshop held on Saturday 17th November.  The purpose of this initial           
consultation event was to identify key issues and themes in the parish, such as what 
makes the parish special?   What would enhance it?  Do we want development and how 
can we make the best of it?  Ultimately, what would make Starston Parish an inspiring 
and functional place to live and work for the next 20 years. 
Thank you to everyone who attended and gave their comments and suggestions. 
The Steering Group are now working through all of your initial thoughts and ideas from 
this workshop.  Further consultation events will be held during 2019, building on the 
feedback you have provided.                                      Continued >>>>>>> 
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Run Rosie Run! 

29th April 2019 is going to be a big day for me. I'm running 
in the 2019 London Marathon on behalf of the Marine    
Conservation Society. A charity raising awareness of the 
damages to our oceans, and doing amazing work to protect 
our shores, seas and wildlife - find out more 
here: www.mcsuk.org. 
  
I've always been an active person, from playing hockey for 
the Harleston Magpies, and being Sports Captain for my 
house at Thomas Mills High; but this is a whole new game. 

Running 26.2 miles is going to be a real challenge. So if you see me running around 
Starston, where it all began 26 years ago, give me a shout to make sure I keep going!  
  
Also if anyone wishes to join me in training, whether you've got a place in an event or 
just want to be more active, let me know! I return to Starston fairly often (from       
London) and will be out and about in the build up to April.  
  
Any donations would be hugely appreciated, and remember to 
do your bit to reduce plastic usage! Re-usable bags, keep cups 
for hot drinks, organic and environmentally friendly       
household items. The list is never ending, as is what seems to 
be the crisis to our oceans.  
  
You can find out more information about the charity and   
donate what you can here:  
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/RosyBarker  
  

Welcome to Starston  
On the 20th November the Parish Council held another very successful ‘Welcome to 
Starston’ event. It is lovely to welcome all our new residents.   This initiative, which 
started last year, aims to contribute to maintaining the strong sense of community within 
the village. 
BT Telephone Box on The Street 
The working red telephone box on The Street has had some refurbishment work       
undertaken by BT recently.  I am waiting to hear when the work will be completed.  
2019 Parish Council Dates 
The Parish Council 2019 meeting dates will be published in the January Pigeon Post and 
on the village website.   
I wish you all a very happy and enjoyable Christmas and a peaceful and healthy New 
Year. 

Clare Crane - RFO & Parish Clerk, Starston Parish Council 

http://www.mcsuk.org/
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/RosyBarker
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Harleston Choral Society's Christmas Concert  
Saturday 8 December at 7.30 pm in St John's Church, Harleston.   

We'll be performing – with professional soloists and the Dargason Ensemble - Handel's 
Messiah Pt 1, Telemann's German Magnificat, and a selection of carols, some with 

audience participation.  Tickets £12.00 (accompanied children free) from choir mem-
bers, Harleston Information Plus, and on the door on the night.   

 
 
 
 

Our Spring Term begins on Monday 7 January 2019 at 7.00 pm in The Church at 
London Road, Harleston, when we begin rehearsing for our Summer Concert next 
June, An Evening with Henry Purcell – come and join us, there are no auditions and 
music is provided free !  More information on the HCS website 
www.harlestonchoralsoc.org.uk, or from our Chair jo.curry@sky.com 

Music, Music, Music! 

Harleston and District U3A 
 

The Harleston U3A Ukulele Band recently had the privilege of participating in two 
of the town’s end of W.W.1 commemorations. The first concert, 

held on 19th October at the Leisure Centre, raised £110 towards the 
cost of refurbishing the war memorial area. The second (British 

Legion service), held at the Methodist/URC Church, on 27th      
October, was an intensely moving experience involving prose,   

poetry, songs and   instrumentals, remembering  both the soldiers, 
sailors and airmen who fought and also the men and women back 

home who kept “the home fires burning” 
 

We meet every Tuesday in the Methodist/URC Hall. Anyone who 
enjoys singing is welcome to join us since, with the ukulele, the 
vocals are just as important as playing the instrument. We have 
about an hour’s practise and then some refreshments and social 

time together. We are an all ability group who do not take         
ourselves too seriously. What we do take seriously is ENJOYING 

OURSELVES! And count the morning a success if everyone 
leaves with a smile! 

 
Find out about your local U3A by contacting Membership Secretary, Kim on 01986 
788149 or log on to our website at www.u3a.org.uk. You can also come along to one 
of our monthly meetings which are held on third Wednesday of the month at 2pm in 
the Masonic Rooms (except for the December Christmas Party). It can also be a good 
idea to sample a “taster” session at one of our many interest groups before joining. 

http://www.harlestonchoralsoc.org.uk/
mailto:jo.curry@sky.com
http://www.u3a.org.uk/
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The words “municipal park” have certain        
connotations. To me they say regimented bedding 
and fearsome  prohibitions, enforced by even 
more fearsome park keepers. 
 
Cerro Santa Lucia in the middle of Chile’s capital,       
Santiago, is not like that - well, not much. There 
are a  couple of small formal beds - the edging of 
white alyssum enclosing blocks of variously   
coloured petunias and pansies - while at the top of 
the park (cerro is the Spanish for hill) an         
officious uniformed official told a small boy to 
stop kicking his ball about.  For the rest Santa 
Lucia is more like a botanic garden than a public 
park, a welcome green space in the busy Lastarria 
district. It’s a place for families and couples to 
meet, stroll, sit in the shade or enjoy an ice cream 
in delightful surroundings 
 

Santa Lucia is a natural outcrop of rock where the 
Spaniards built a fort in 1541. A series of stone 
steps and sloping paths take you up to the fort and 

on past it to a paved area near the top - home of the officious official. As you climb the 
land on one side tumbles down clothed in trees - conifers, palms, plane trees,             
pittosporums, eucalyptus. Through them there are glimpses of the apartment and office 
buildings of the city. In the less steep places there are clumps of bears’ breeches and 
swathes of ground hugging ivy - Hedera Hibernica, I think. 
 
On the other side of the path are the steep rock faces of the natural cliff or the walls of 
the fort, with tumbling masses of                 
bougainvillea, morning glory and               
plumbaginoides. 
 
It’s informal, un-manicured and it’s my kind of 
municipal park. 
 

Dee The Gardener 
 

 

PS: This may be 33 degrees south but they 
have chickweed and groundsel here. 
 

Tales From A Travelling Starston Gardener 

Plumbaginoides 

Santa Lucia 
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Remember, remember…….. 

Nearly 90 revelers of all ages gathered on 
Glebe Meadow on Saturday 3rd November 
for a spectacular firework display. 
 
After the community gathered in Jubilee 
Hall to enjoy delicious hotdogs and a  
heaving table of Bake-Off worthy cakes, 
there were sparklers outside for everyone, 
before we crossed the road to Glebe  
Meadow. This usually peaceful oasis of 
calm exploded with colour and noise in a 

symphony of  rockets and roman candles, beautifully orchestrated by Andy Leitch and 
Frank Pearson. 

 
The ‘oohs’ and ‘aahs’ spoke for themselves, and once the last 
shower of stars had fallen and the smoke had cleared we   
returned to the Jubilee Hall for another round of refreshments 
provided by the catering team, Janet Broadhurst, Jane      
Pearson, Ruth Cawcutt, Auriel Gibson and Debs Turner. 
 
Huge thanks to Ann Leitch for all her energy and hard work 
making this event such a success for the third year running, 
and to all of the volunteers who came to help on the night, 
Debbie and Stewart Griffin, Ed Hime, Sarah Beech and Joy 
Brooks. 
 
See you next year we hope! 

Lucy Kirkwood 
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The Church Wardens and Congregation of Starston Parish 

Church wish you and yours a joyful Christmas and a great 

New Year 
We would love to see you at any (or all)    
of our Christmas services. 

Sunday December 16th at 6pm  

Carol Service 

At The Coach House, Starston Place  
(To be followed by mince pies & mulled wine) 

∞∞ 
 

Friday December 21st at 4pm  
Christingle 

A service for children of all ages  
    in the Jubilee Hall 

  ∞∞ 
Monday December 24th at 11pm Midnight Communion  

in the Jubilee Hall 
Tuesday December 25th  at 11am 

Christmas Morning Communion  
in the Jubilee Hall 

CHRISTIAN AID COFFEE MORNING 
 

Blessed with glorious autumn weather, over 50 visitors arrived on 9 November for the 
annual Christian Aid Coffee Morning at Starston Grange.  The day was busy and     
sociable with stalls of delicious cakes, garden produce, hand made gifts and crafts   
selling well.  Traidcraft Christmas cards were also popular. 
 

A sincere Thank You to those who kindly supported and donated raffle prizes, all 
helped by a willing team of volunteers.  A total of £740.44 was raised and a further 
£338.15 for Christmas cards. 
 

This year’s Christian Aid appeal focuses on the need to build PEACE as the basis for 
tackling poverty around the world.  Countries struggling with ongoing conflict e.g. 
South Sudan, Columbia and Lebanon, are supported by projects providing education 
and healthcare, including psychotherapy, counselling and literacy classes. 
 

Starston and the Pulhams’ fund raising will help towards these worthy projects.    
Thank you all so much.                                                                                  Sue Grimble 
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Friday 21st December 5pm to 6pm in the Jubilee Hall  
immediately after the Christingle/Crib service, also in the Hall.  
Donation £3 per child to cover costs, max £9 per family 
                                   There will be craft activities (paint a Christmas bauble), party 

games (musical chairs, pass the parcel, and the famous chocolate 
game), a Tea Party with  savoury food and Starston cupcakes, and 
a visit from Father Christmas. 

If your children would like to come please let Ann 
Leitch know by Wednesday 12th December 

        All Ages Warmly Welcome. 
Parents, if you would like your child to receive a small present 

from  Father Christmas, please provide a wrapped 
present (up to the value of £5) clearly labelled with 
your child’s name.  Leave it with the volunteers in the 
kitchen. 
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Starston Youth Club Draft Programme 2019 

Question: How many children under the age of 16 live in Starston?   
The answer is at the end of this article..... 
 
If you would like to contribute your suggestions to the draft 2019 SYC programme, or 
explore being involved as a volunteer, please call into Hillside, The Street, anytime   
between 3 and 4:30pm on Saturday 8th December 2018. 
The programme has varied slightly each year, in line with requests from Starston     
families.  In 2016 monthly clubs were held, while in 2017 a fortnightly pre-school 
group was held in addition to the Saturday primary school age club.  
In 2018, we held drop-in clubs where children can play table tennis, table football, 
pool/snooker, enjoy the indoor bouncy castle and undertake craft activities.  We also 
held a number of trips to local places of interest, such as the Oasis Camel Park, in   
addition to favourite all ages events such as the Easter Egg Hunt, team games at the 
annual village fete, a Fireworks Party and a children’s Christmas Party.  
If you would like to know more about SYC, please look at the SYC tab on the village 
website or contact any of us. 
 
And the answer?  60 children or about 
20% of Starston residents. Surprised? 
 
Sam, Janet and Ann 
 
 Sam:  07983 729703  Janet: 01379 
853480  Ann:   01379 423387 
 

The Bell Ringers and the PCC extend  
an Invitation to All  

Please join us at Starston's Meet and Mardle in the 
Jubilee Hall (or St Margaret's Church if available)  
12 noon New Years Day. 
 

Come and  wish friends and neighbours, or strangers,  
a Happy New Year. 
Usual hot and cold refreshments, mulled wine and a non    
alcoholic variety. 
Informal, no service, bring the "littlies" 
 
J + H Websdell 01379 853967 
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Borderhoppa would like to wish our passengers 

and everyone that has supported us through 

2018 a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
 

 

Harleston & District Dementia Friendly  
Community 

2018   
A Special Thank You must go out to all our generous   
sponsors and those who donated and supported  us     
throughout  2018, we couldn’t have had such a successful 
year without you.  We would love to see any of you if you 
would like to  come along to the Christmas Party on the 20th 
December.   
And we must  not forget  all the Volunteers who come along and help every month.  
They have done a grand job and I  hope they will all join us again for 2019. 
 
2019  
We have some exciting plans for 2019 which include involving some of the           
surrounding villages as well as Harleston town.  More about that in our January  
Newsletter. 
The Harleston & District Dementia Friendly Committee would like to wish     
everyone a Very Merry Christmas  and a Happy New Year 
 
For more information please contact Pat  
patricia.simmonds@mail.com  01379 676557  

 

mailto:patricia.simmonds@mail.com
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What’s in a name? ‘Gresham’ of Norfolk 

The Gresham family were Norfolk landowners. Their        
surname – in use from the time of Roger de Gresham in the 
late thirteenth century – appears to have been taken from the 
village of Gresham. By the 1420s the family had settled in the 
market town of Holt. 
There were two particularly prominent Greshams around the 
time of Henry VIII - Sir John Gresham and Sir Thomas      
Gresham. Both men belonged to the Worshipful Company of 
Mercers and had developed a huge trade in cloth. Both were 
extremely effective financiers, lending money to Henry VIII and 
others, but neither was liked by those around them as they were 
widely perceived as ‘sharks’. Even our local hero of cheese 
fame, Sir Francis Bigod (descended from the Bigod Earls of 
Norfolk), wrote to Thomas Cromwell complaining that he 
‘dare not come to London for fear of Mr John Gresham’. But 
both men left serious legacies in the field of education - maybe 
to appease their consciences! 
After the dissolution of the monastery near Holt and the closure 
of the town’s only school, John Gresham set one up himself. 

That school, Gresham’s, thrived, and today has a very strong presence in Holt. 
Sir Thomas Gresham was a nephew of Sir John. As far as we know he never lived in 
Norfolk but was born in London. His forte was finance and he spent several years in 
Flanders at the Antwerp Bourse. On returning to England he masterminded the start of 
the Royal Exchange, based on the Antwerp model, thus setting London on the road to 
being a global financial capital. 
In his will Thomas Gresham specified that his house in Bishopsgate Street and the rent 

from the Royal Exchange should be vested in the Corporation of London and the      

Mercers Company in order to found Gresham College. Its ethos was to provide free   

lectures in perpetuity for all who wished to attend and that 

legacy survives to this day. The majority of lectures are 

now held at the Museum of London in the Barbican and are 

about 45 minutes in length, followed by questions from the 

floor. First-rate professors lecture on a whole range of   

subjects, ranging from history, art, music, astronomy to 

contemporary issues of climate control and Brexit. All are 

delivered by professors of excellence within their own  

disciplines. All are, in my  opinion, superb - so far I haven’t 

seen a poor presentation. And FREE!  A comprehensive 

booklet listing the lectures is available from 

www.gresham.ac.uk or by ringing  (020) 7831 0575.                                                         

                                                                    Auriel Gibson 

Thomas Gresham 

John Gresham 

http://www.gresham.ac.uk/
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County Council News 

Norfolk has been ranked 4th out of 28 similar councils in a national independent survey 
which looks at satisfaction with highways and transport services.  The highest scores for 
our county were for traffic levels and congestion, and the condition of roads and        
footpaths.  These are all things that people consistantly say are important to them and in 
which Norfolk is ranked strongly compared to other councils.  One thing that Norfolk 
hopes to improve upon in future years is street lighting.  Work is already underway to 
improve the street lights in the county with £1.6m being spent on 13,500 new energy 
efficient LED lights during 2018/19. 
Also on Highways following the recent budget allocating more money for potholes and 
road repairs NCC has been awarded just over £13m from that fund to be used in 2019/20. 
 
Following recent work undertaken by Active Norfolk and our Environment team, British 
Cycling has confirmed that the 2019 HSBC UK National Road Championships will be 
hosted in Norfolk.  The National Championships are the highlight of the British domestic 
road calendar and see world class riders competing for national titles across the Road 
Race and Time Trial disciplines.  This will all take place between June 27th and 30th plus 
a 100 mile mass-participation sportive will take place on Sunday 30th  with riders of all 
abilities able to challenge themselves on the elite course, and benefit from the support of 
the crowds who will gather to see the country's best riders go head-to-head to claim the 
national champions' jerseys. 
 
As in previous years NCC will be consulting Norfolk Residents and stakeholders on  
specific budget saving proposals as part of the council's budget setting process.   The 
consultation will run from November 5th through to December 23rd .  All details of the 
budget will be publicised using social media, such as Facebook, Twitter, online at 
www.norfolk.gov.uk/budget  and in the Autumn issue of Your Norfolk magazine which 
is delivered to every household in the County 
 
South Norfolk Council has launched it's annual Business Awards competition to        
recognise and celebrate the success of our local businesses.  The awards build on the 
very popular Independent Retailer awards, widening the scope and focus to reflect the 
diversity of businesses that flourish in our district.  Businesses can nominate themselves 
for an award and we are asking residents to nominate their favourite business in the 
'Retailer of the Year' category.  For all details go to www.south-norfolk.gov.uk 
 
I am looking forward to all of the festive events in our town and villages in the run up to 
Christmas with the Big Christmas Lights Switch-On in Harleston on Saturday 1st       
December. 
May I wish everyone a Very Happy Christmas 
 
Martin 

More information about the South Norfolk Business Awards is available on the village 
website 

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/budget
http://www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/
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Christmas Fairs & Markets 

Christmas shopping?  Or maybe you've done yours?  Here are some Norfolk events to 
find those last minute purchases. 
 

The Norfolk Christmas Fayre will be held at Norwich Cathedral on Saturday 1st    
December 10am to 6pm.  Free Entry 
 

Great Yarmouth Market Square will be filled with decorated wooden chalets and 
gazebos housing all sorts of festive goods.  After a day of shopping you can relax and 
enjoy live entertainment from a variety of performers.  Traditional funfair and lots of 
food and drink stalls.  Every weekend 30 Nov – 23 December 
 

The Holkham Festive Food Fair, Holkham Estate, 15th & 16th December 10-4pm with 
over 50 local food producers taking part.  As well as lots of foodie treats to buy there 
will be cookery demonstrations and the Courtyard Cafe will be open all day. 
 

Last but not least Harleston Christmas Market, as reported last 
month, will take place on 1st December, 9.30 - 6.00 pm with stalls 
selling all manner of edible, decorative and useful goodies. There 
will also be delicious drinks and street food and seasonal songs from 
Too Many Cooks.  Father Christmas will be in attendance, and the 
lights will be switched on at around 6.30pm 
  

Save on your heating 
 
Place foil at back of radiators to reflect heat. 
Programme your heating so that you’re not heating your house when you're out. 
Move furniture away from the radiators so that the heat circulates. 
Block draughts under and around doors and windows. 
Bleed radiators regularly to keep them working at their best. 
The World Health Organisation recommends a living room temperature of 18-21ْC.  
Try dropping the temperature by 1 degree, it will make a difference to your heating 
expenses. 
Buy your heating oil early, before the cold weather starts, when it’s likely to be    
cheaper. 
Service your boiler at the end of the summer as low usage can cause problems.  Get 
them sorted before the cold weather. 
Group buy your fuel with your neighbours.  Some companies (such as Boilerjuice.com) 
can help by grouping local deliveries together for a better price. 
There are some 'green gadgets' that help you manage your usage, such as smart        
thermometers, power trips and shower timers. 
 
Information kindly supplied by Boilerjuice.com  Have a look at their website for further 
information. 
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Answers to the November Crossword 

Local Films in December 

Pennoyers Film    (Pulham St Mary)                 
Title:  Hotel Transylvania 3 (U)  
Date: Friday 21st December                  Time:  2.00pm   
Cost: Adults £3.00 in advance, £3.50 on the door if accompanying a child otherwise £5 
or £5.50  Children £3 in advance, £3.50 on the door  NB Children under 6 years of age 
must be accompanied by an adult. 
A family film for Christmas.  Mavis surprises Dracula with a voyage on a monster cruise 
ship, they are all having a great time….but then the unexpected happens when Drac falls 
for the captain of the ship. 
Booking advisable - phone 01379 676660. Ices available.  
 

Harleston Film  (Masonic Rooms, Thoroughfare, Harleston)   
No film in December 
 

Alburgh Film  (Alburgh Village Hall)  
Title:  The Search for Santa Paws  (U) 
Date: Friday 21st December     Time:  2 pm     Doors open 1pm 
Cost:  Free 
Magic dogs and an elf team up with two children to rescue Santa, who has lost his 
memory. 
There will be popcorn and sweets to purchase to make the afternoon even more         
enjoyable and ice creams will be available in the interval.  Tea and coffee also available. 

ACROSS 
 

1. Dover 
3. Reading 
6. Telford 
8. Corfe 
10. Hythe 
11. Swansea 
14. Bootle 
15. Oxford 
17. Swanage 
19. Adunc 
20. Hedon 
21.  Epsom 

22. Arundel 
23. Thaxted 
24.  Tring 
 

DOWN 
 

1.  Data Hub 
2. Rhone 
3. Rides 
4. Accra 
5. Gleba 
7. Littorals 
9. Responded 
12. Wool 

13.  Berg 
16.  Don’t log 
17.  Sweet 
18.  Admit 
19.  Eland 
20.  Haunt 
 

DON’T FORGET...WE NEED ALL INFORMATION FOR THE JANUARY       
EDITION BY NOON ON FRIDAY 7TH DECEMBER….THANK YOU 
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December Crossword by Gruidae 

 1 2  3  4  5  6  7 

8    9         

10        11     

    12         

13 14     15   16    

             

17   18    19 20   21  

      22       

23  24  25    26  27  28 

      29       

30        31     

      32       

33        34     

CLUES ACROSS 
 

1. British Naval writer & artist 1865-1916 (4) 
4. Peace (7) 
9. Lady Loveland (3) 
10. Talent (5) 
11. Blue coated rabbit (5) 
12. Female of some species (3) 
13. A revolving arm (5) 
15. A viscous substance of wool (7) 
17. Ingredients and instructions (6) 
19. Mitty (6) 
23. A specialist type of vessel (7) 
26. A wanderer (5) 
29. Home to the ship of the fens (3) 
30. A boys name (5) 
31. A fruit which induces forgetfulness (5) 
32. Part of the national costume of Japan (3) 
33. Living in a fantasy world (7) 
34. She’s got you babe (4) 

 
 
 
 
 

CLUES DOWN 
 

2. Closer to the stern than elsewhere (5) 
3. A pendant ear ornament (7) 
4. Virtue Rewarded, Richardson 1740 (6) 
5. A type of poultry (5) 
6. Of a foetus (5) 
7. An investigator of sudden death (7) 
8. Not near (4) 
14. Lyric (3) 
16. This is insoluble in water (3) 
17. Interwoven (7) 
18. Before this, phoning overseas was tiresome 
(1,1,1) 
20. A type of artist’s medium (7) 
21. Mother of the human race (3) 
22. Male name of Welsh or Irish origin (6) 
24. Baffle (5) 
25. Shine (5) 
27. Life (5) 
28…..by any other name……(4) 
 

A fair number 
of proper nouns 

in the         
crossword this 

month. 
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Benefice Services in December 

Web Site for all information on the Benefice:     http://www.thebenefice.org.uk/ 

Key To Services 

HC:  Holy Communion PC: Parish Communion 

BCP: Book of Common Prayer SW: Sunday Worship 

CC: Café Church  

Starston PCC Secretary:  Ruth Cawcutt.  
Tel: 01379  852087  Email: rcawcutt1@btinternet.com 

 
 

2nd 
Advent  
Sunday 

9th 
Advent 2 

16th 
Advent 3 

23rd 
Advent 4 

 

Dickle-
burgh 

11.00am 
PC 

9.30am  
BCP Matins 

9.30am         
PC 

 
9.30am         
All Age  

Communion 

Pulham  
Market 

8.00am HC 
10.45am       

 Memorial Hall 
 

9.30am         
HC 

6.30pm Carol 
Service 

9.30am         
SW 

 

9.30am 
HC 

6.30pm 
Celebration 

Pulham  
St Mary 

9.30am 
HC 

9.30am 
Carol Service 

 
9.30am         

HC 
 

 

8.00am  
HC 

9.30am Messy 
Church  

Rushall 
11.00am 

HC 
3pm  

Carol Service 
11.00am         

SW 
 

11.00am  
BCP Matins 

Starston 
(Jubilee Hall) 

 

11.00am 
BCP 

Matins 

6pm 
Carol Service 

Old Coach 
House 

 

No Service  
11.00am 

BCP 
Communion 

Thelveton 

 

11.00am 
BCP 

Matins 
Private Prayer 

11.00am  
Carol Service 

 
11.00am 

HC 

Further Information on Christmas Services in Starston on page 15 
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Starston Parish Council 

Martin Wilby County 01379 741504 martin.wilby@norfolk.gov.uk  

Clayton Hudson District 01379 676259 chudson@s-norfolk.gov.uk  

Community Services  

Starston Village Web Site:  www.starstonvillage.co.uk  

Local Councillors 

Ann Leitch Chairman 01379 423387 a_leitch@live.co.uk 

Janet Broadhurst  01379 853480 janetbroadhurst@aol.com 

Sam Carter  Not available sam@samuelcarter.com 

Chris Doughty  Not available chrismartindoughty@gmail.com 

Bobbie Formston Tree Warden 01379 853042 jformston07@talktalk.net 

John Formston Footpaths 01379 853042 jformston07@talktalk.net 

Richard Franklin richard.franklin@hotmail.co.uk  01379 854726 

Clare Crane               Clerk to the Council and RFO          01379  608590 

To contact Starston Parish Council:  starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Local Buses - from Starston to Harleston and 
Starston to Long Stratton and Norwich 

For information  
Ring:  0345 646 0707 (Option 1) 

Border Hoppa - dial-a-ride service  Ring:  01379 854800  

Police - (non-emergency) Ring:  101 

Safer Neighbourhood Team          Email: sntharleston@norfolk.pnn.police.uk  

Report Power Cuts Ring 105 

NHS Emergency & Urgent Care Services 
(Including Emergency out of hours chemist) 

Ring:  111 
when it’s less urgent than 999 

Refuse Collection and Queries Ring: 01508 533830 

Harleston Information Plus  Ring: 01379 851917 
hip@harleston-norfolk.org.uk 
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Brick  Work, General Building, 

Hard Landscaping etc 
 

01379 853471 or 07939 144446 


