
 

 

 

Starston Neighbourhood Plan Update – August PP 

The Starston Neighbourhood Plan is a community-led document for guiding future development within 

the parish.   It is about the use and development of land over the next 20 years. 

When finalised and subject to a referendum, the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) policies will be used by South 

Norfolk Planning Department in conjunction with the Greater Norwich Local Plan policies and National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) to form the basis for the determination of planning applications in 

Starston. 

The feedback from the ideas workshop and online responses in April 2019 (including potential new 

Settlement Boundary options) is available on the Neighbourhood Plan section of the village website – 

see http://starstonvillage.co.uk/starston/neighbourhood-plan/ . 

The Steering Group has liaised with planning officers from South Norfolk District Council/ GNLP team in 

assessing the potential new Settlement Boundaries further.   We have been advised that the National 

Planning Policy Framework housing densities (around 20 properties per hectare) would take precedence 

over any Neighbourhood Plan planning development policy restricting the development of a site to 1 or 

2 properties only.    

Hence, in trying to achieve what is best for the village, rather than what may be best for any individual 

landowner, the Steering Group is currently working with planning officers to see how we can write NP 

planning policies that enable the village to achieve the community’s aim of slow and careful growth, as 

expressed in the 2008 Parish Plan and the November 2018 NP consultation event.  It should be noted 

however that at the April 2019 NP ideas workshop, responses to new settlement boundaries in Starston 

was mixed.   

In developing planning policies for Starston, we want to ensure that the parish is not inadvertently 

exposed to the risk of large-scale development, as this would detrimentally affect the character of our 

small, rural community, and is not what the majority of residents want.   

The community-led Neighbourhood Plan vision for Starston for the next twenty years is:- 

Starston will continue to be a small and vibrant rural parish, with a strong sense of community.  As a 

distinct settlement from Harleston, it will have a variety of appropriate housing that meets local need 

and is in keeping with the character of Starston. The natural environment will be safeguarded whilst 

walking and cycling access around the parish is improved. Starston will be a place where people of all 

ages choose to live, work and visit into the future. 

The aims of the Neighbourhood Plan as agreed by the majority of residents who attended the public 

consultation event November 2018 are:- 

• Give a voice to residents to shape development and reach consensus  

• Allow the village to grow sensitively and sustainably 

• Enhance the sense of community  

• Protect and maintain the natural environment 

• Identify community needs for the use of developer contributions  
 

http://starstonvillage.co.uk/starston/neighbourhood-plan/


 

 

For all information on the Starston Neighbourhood Plan, please contact Rachel Leggett, our independent 

project support for the Neighbourhood Plan at starstonplan@gmail.com or visit the village website. 
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