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Distribution 
Pigeon Post is delivered free to every home in Starston.   

It can also be sent by email in PDF format.  

To request a PDF version please contact the Co-ordinating Editor 

Whilst the editorial team do not necessarily agree with the opinions expressed by contributors, 

they believe that the magazine is available for local people to air their views. Letters to the Editor 

must be signed. The Editor reserves the right to alter or amend any copy received.           

Items for inclusion in the next issue MUST reach the Co-ordinating Editor by the 12th of the   

preceding month, (usually earlier in December). Space in the magazine will be allocated on a first 

come, first served basis. Photos and pictures are welcome and will be used wherever possible.  

Please send copy by e-mail to: editor@pigeonpost.org.uk 

Co-ordinating Editor: Michael Bartlett:          The Red Cottage, The Street 

Tel: 852318                  Email:  editor@pigeonpost.org.uk       

Deputy Editor:   Sue Moore:                   Cranes Watering Farm, Rushall Road 

Tel:  852387                 Email:  suemoore0717@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Mandy Carter:              Brick Kiln Farm, Cross Roads 

Tel: 854600                  Email:  mcarter@carrotech.com 

Advertising Manager: Liz Stacey:                   The Old Coach House, Starston 

Tel: 853427                  Email:  elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 

Webmaster: Christina Davies:          Email:  davieschristina@btinternet.com 

Distribution  

Organiser:  

Brian Greathead:           Cart Lodge Barn, Church Hill  

Tel: 852352                  Email:  b.greathead@btinternet.com 

Distributors include: Brenda & David Beech, Mandy Carter, Jo Dye, Patricia Lombe-

Taylor, Alison Miners, Rosemary Steer, Anita Weatherley, Liz 
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ISSUE EDITOR SUE MOORE 

Advertising 
For advertising rates please contact  

 

 Liz Stacey: Tel: 01379 853427   Email: elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 
 

or Michael Bartlett: Tel: 01379 852318   Email: editor@pigeonpost.org.uk       

If you know of any new residents in the village please tell Norman Steer (854245)  

or Michael Bartlett (852318) so that we can welcome them in Pigeon Post.  
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                         V i l l a g e  D ia r y      

Starston Village Website: www.starstonvillage.co.uk 

Jubilee Hall Wi-Fi Hot Spot: Network: Jubilee Hall  Password: Starston 

 Tuesday 6th March 7.30 pm 

 Greater Norwich Local Plan - Public meeting  - Jubilee Hall 

 Saturday 17th March 10.00 am - 5.00 pm 

 Book Sale - Jubilee Hall - see page 8 

 Tuesday 20th March 7.30 pm 

 Parish Council Meeting - Jubilee Hall 

 Saturday 24th March 3.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

 Starston Youth Club Easter Egg Hunt - Glebe Meadow 

  Saturday 21st April  7.30 pm 

 -Majella Yorston - A Song or Two - Jubilee Hall - see Page 20 

 Want to book the Jubilee Hall ?               At Any Time  

 Contact Dee Palmer: 01379 852318 / dee@dee-palmer.co.uk 

Final Copy Date for April edition: 

12.00 Noon - Monday 12th March 

- Let us know of anything happening in the village for this Diary page 
 

- Personal adverts and events are free so long as they are not for personal profit   
 

- Like us on Facebook http://facebook.com/starstonvillagenorfolk 



4 Pigeon Post 

 

 

M J PROPERTY  

MAINTENANCE and                         

LANDSCAPING 
 

 Patios, driveways, fencing, decorating interior 

and exterior, all types of tiling, bathrooms, 

roofing and much more. 
 

Over 10 years experience 

Competitive prices and references available. 
 

For friendly advice and free quotations call 

home on 01379 853486 or 

mobile 07917 468917 (Justin)      

or 07522 978710 (Matthew) 

ALM Taxis.. 
   “Getting you to your destination safely, 

on time and very competitively priced” 
 
Airport Transfers 
Chauffeur Services 
Seaters 4, 5, 6, 8 
Long or Short Distance 
Contract Work Welcomed 
 

01379 608602 
 

www.almtaxis.co.uk 
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Around and About the Village 

To Philip and Justine 

Astor who bought 

The Old Rectory 

towards the end of 

last year. They   

haven’t actually 

moved in yet, as their plans for the house 

will need planning  permission. However, 

they now have a pretty good idea of what 

they want to achieve, so from March     

onwards there will be more signs of activity 

in and around the house. They will not be 

changing the special feel of The Old     

Rectory but felt there was merit in trying to 

streamline and rationalise some of the  

electrical and plumbing systems, which is 

obviously easier to do while the house is 

empty. It is still likely to be several months 

before they actually move in, but in the 

meantime we can now say “Welcome to 

Starston”. 
 

Wortwell Arts and Crafts Fayre 
Saturday 3rd March,10.00 am – 4.00 pm 

at Wortwell Core (formerly Wortwell  

Community Centre). Free Admission,   

Refreshments available. Lots of wonderful 

locally made arts and crafts on display for 

you to buy. Contact details for queries or 

information: Mags Colyer: 01986 788511 

or Simon Leggett: 01986 788789 

 

Open Garden at Brockdish 
Sunday 4th March - Snowdrop Day. The 

Old Coach House, The Street, Brockdish 

IP21 4JY. From 12 noon to 4.00 pm. Over 

2 acres of Woodland and Garden leading 

down to the banks of the River Waveney. 

In aid of EAAA, Prostate Cancer, EACH, 

St Elizabeth Hospice and Local Charites. 

Adults £2, Children Free - Refreshments - 

Tombola - Cakes - Jams. Dogs welcome on 

leads. 
 

Mother's Day Afternoon Tea  
Pennoyers - Saturday 10th March, 1.30 pm 

- 4.30 pm. Treat your mum or someone 

special to an Afternoon Tea for Mother’s 

Day. Enjoy a delicious selection of finger 

sandwiches, cream scones, sausage rolls 

and homemade cakes all served on vintage 

mismatched china and accompanied by a 

pot of tea. £15 per head or £18.50 with a 

glass of fizz! Booking essential. 
 

Pennoyers Spring Craft Fair  
Saturday 24th March, 10.30 am – 3.00 pm. 

Our hugely popular Craft Fair is back for 

the first time this year. Come along and 

find the perfect Easter Gift or birthday  

present, or just have a browse and find 

something you didn't even know you     

desperately needed! The cafe will be open 

with hot and cold drinks and a fully        

licensed bar. 

HELP…!  Dog Fosterer Needed Urgently  
 

This is a plea for help… I'm currently looking after my mum’s dog, Hattie, while mum 

is in hospital. Unfortunately, this is proving to be quite stressful for Hattie and for us - 

we have 4 cats and they aren't getting along. Also, I work during the day and Hattie is 

showing signs of anxiety at being left alone. She is a Cairn terrier and is about 10 years 

old. If anyone would be willing to look after Hattie for 3 weeks it would be a huge help. 

I would provide food and cover expenses. 

Please contact Joanna on 07795 55 66 38. 
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Notes From The Editor 

The Pigeon Post production team held their annual meeting recently and I’m pleased to    

report that all is looking good. We remain well supported by our advertisers, our      

contributors and our readers. We are all happy to carry on with our various roles at  

present, but we always welcome new volunteers. 
 

In discussing the various aspects of the Pigeon it became apparent that not everyone 

knew that by and large we produce all our own crosswords. This has probably come 

about because traditionally ‘the compiler’ has always remained anonymous. This got us 

thinking…….… maybe you would like to have a go? 
 

The first and most tricky bit is filling in the grid.  Once that’s done making up the clues 

can be great fun. Clues can be simple:  Comfortable floor covering (6) CARPET  or a 

bit more devious: A herb which should never own a hotel (5) BASIL  or completely 

cryptic: A mixed up Tory in Lab was a Prime Minister (4,5)   TONY BLAIR  (anagram). 
 

So why not give it a try; an empty grid is supplied below. We would be pleased to print 

your ideas. (If you only fancy making up the grid that would be fine too, but beware it 

can get quite addictive and you might not want to stop.) Hand your ideas in to one of 

the production team…..and don’t forget to think up a pen name for yourself so we can 

keep up with the  tradition. 

Sue  (aka???) 
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Book Sale 

Don’t forget the Book Sale in the Jubilee Hall on 

Saturday 17th March from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm 

to raise money for the Glebe Meadow and the 

Jubilee Hall. Most paperbacks will cost 50p and 

most hardbacks will be £1.00 and there will also 

be a selection of local Postcards for sale. Coffee, 

tea and cake will be available throughout the 

day. Entry is free. 
 

If you have any books (or CDs, DVDs) that you 

can donate to this sale then please contact Michael Bartlett on 01379 852318 or email 

mike@jack-ilott.co.uk and we will arrange collection. We are also going to need some 

help on the day so if you are free and can spare some time, please get in touch. Dee 

will also be recruiting some cake bakers so let her know if you are up for that: 

dee@dee-palmer.co.uk 
 

After Sale Book Storage – Still A Problem  Last year we had a lot of books left 

over, some we took to the Bullock Fair Charity Shop, others we have kept for this 

year’s sale. If that happens again then we will need some storage for them. At least 

one of the places we have kept them for the last year is no longer available. If anyone 

can offer safe, dry storage for at least a few boxes of books which we can keep until 

the next book sale in 2019 then please contact Michael – see above. 

Have Your Say – Starston Parish Council Public Consultation on 

the Greater Norwich Local Plan (GNLP) 
 

The Local Plan, which will cover the period to 2036, sets out a vision and strategy for 

growth and includes policies which will be used to determine planning applications in 

the Greater Norwich area. This area includes Starston Parish. Within the GNLP 

Starston has the designation “other village”. Find out what this designation means in 

planning policy terms, and therefore the impact it has on planning applications  

submitted within the Parish. 
 

Are residents in agreement with this designation and its implications? If not, what do 

we want in terms of housing development within the parish? The Parish Council will 

listen to the views of residents at this parish consultation meeting, review the housing 

development section of the 2008 Parish Plan, and immediately after this public meet-

ing, hold a one agenda item Parish Council meeting (agenda item: GNLP), in order to 

submit a response by 15th March 2018 on behalf of the Parish Council, as part of the 

public consultation on the GNLP. 

Please note that the information provided for the GNLP roadshows will be available at 

this public meeting.  For more information on the GNLP see the website              

http://www.greaternorwichlocalplan.org.uk/ 

mailto:mike@jack-ilott.co.uk
mailto:dee@dee-palmer.co.uk
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Notes From A Starston Garden 

Pomme de terre, kartoffel, patata. Boiled, baked, roasted. French fries, Swiss rösti, 

good old English spuds. Despite the growing popularity of rice and pasta, the     

humble potato still has a firm place in our affections – in our vegetable gardens, as 

well as on our plates. The proof could be seen at the East Anglia Potato Day, held at 

Stonham Barns last month. 
 

When we arrived just after the start of the 

event the marquee was already mobbed. 

Eager connoisseurs worked their way up, 

and then back down the long tables which 

were covered with boxes of umpteen      

varieties of seed potatoes - first and second 

earlies and main crops. They ranged from 

the familiar - such as Charlotte, Nadine, 

Golden Wonder, Kestrel - to those which I’d 

never heard of - Highland Burgundy, Pink 

Gypsy, Gemson, Bambino. Some people 

homed in on their particular favourites,  

others were happy to try the unfamiliar and 

unproven. 
 

The big attraction for me was that, for once, 

you didn’t have to buy a kilogram bag, or 

even the little packs of nine or ten tubers in 

which some suppliers sell certain varieties. 

No, here all the seed potatoes were loose in 

their crates and you could buy any number you chose. The tables were well supplied 

with brown paper bags and marker pens, so you popped however many tubers you 

wanted into a bag and marked it with the name and the number it contained. 
 

I spent a very happy half hour working my way along the boxes and choosing a  

couple of this variety and a couple of that - mostly second earlies, a hangover from 

gardening in a frost pocket for 22 years. My big find was a variety called Linda, a 

potato from northern Germany which, according to the label, does well in sandy 

soils. This claim was confirmed by a gentleman who was busy scooping a large 

number of the tubers into his paper bag. With that personal recommendation I     

followed his example. 
 

When I’d done I went to one of the “Tally Tables” by the exit where you paid for the 

number of potatoes you’d got at a cost of 17p per tuber. Then it was home to put the 

precious booty in egg trays in the spare bedroom (cool and light) to chit, while I sat 

down with a cup of tea and wondered where I was going to manage to plant 22 seed 

potatoes.                                                                                         Dee The Gardener 
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County Council News 

It was great to meet up with the students and staff at Archbishop Sancroft School at the 

recent Harleston and District Business breakfast which was held at the school (very good 

breakfast). The year 10 peace ambassadors, along with two previous students, gave us a 

fantastic presentation about their international peace programme, their achievements and 

vision for the future. Thank you for making us so welcome and good luck to all of them 

in their studies at the school. 
 

More than 600 people across Norfolk are gaining vital reading skills since the launch of a 

£98,000 project by the county council's libraries service. Places for both learners and 

volunteers are still available for the Norfolk Reading Pathway scheme which is available 

through the county's 47 libraries. The free project is open to anyone over the age of eight 

and matches volunteers with people needing help to learn to read. It uses a phonics-based 

workbook and by taking part in a one-hour long weekly session, the aim is to get people 

reading fluently within six months. For more information about becoming a volunteer or 

a learner, visit your local library or email nrp@norfolk.gov.uk 
 

Enterprising tenants are being sought to take on four Norfolk farms as more than a 1,000 

acres of Norfolk County Council's 16,738-acre County farms portfolio has been launched 

for tender. Further particulars for each farm and application details can be found at 

www.norfolk.gov.uk/countyfarms. The estate is split into 61 individual estates ranging in 

size from 7 acres to 3,094 acres and provides farming opportunities for more than 145 

tenants with average farm size of 120 acres. The estate provides a means of entry into 

farming for people wishing to farm on their own account as well as opportunities for 

existing farm businesses on the estate to grow and expand. Use of County Farms ranges 

from the growing of traditional arable crops such as wheat, barley, potatoes and sugar 

beet, through to more unusual uses, including the production of essential oils, two care 

farms, pheasant rearing businesses, selling of rare breed meat, plant nursery and several 

horse liveries. 
 

NCC has just opened its ninth re-use shop at Ashill recycling centre. We get all sorts of 

items brought into our centres that can be sold and re-used, so saving them from going 

into landfill.                                                                                                     Martin Wilby 

01379 741504    martin.wilby.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk  

South Norfolk Community Awards 2018 
 

Volunteers are the stars of our communities. Nominate your shining star for a South 

Norfolk Community Award and they could be in with a chance to win £250 for the 

charity or community group of their choice. 

Nominations opened on Monday 19th February and will close on 29th April 2018. To 

nominate go online to www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/champions  or call 01508 533945. 

mailto:nrp@norfolk.gov.uk
http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/countyfarms
mailto:martin.wilby.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk
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Glebe Meadow in Good Shape for 2018 

The morning of Saturday 27th  

January was cool, bright and sunny 

as 20 volunteers tackled various 

jobs to help get Glebe Meadow in 

good shape for the year ahead. By 

the time the drizzle arrived at 

lunchtime, the meadow was quiet 

once more after the helpers had 

completed their tasks. The choice 

had been between raking and 

strimming, hedge cutting and  

pruning, and barrowing vegetation 

and  fallen branches to the bonfire. 

All were achieved. 
 

Small groups of old friends, and sometimes new friends, formed and cracked on at 

a pace. The result was testament to everyone’s enthusiasm. Groups tackled field 

edges, the banks of the Beck, the hedge and verge down Harleston Road and up to 

the Bridge, clearing weeds and leaves. Rough areas were cut back to give space for 

the snowdrops and other spring flowers. The willow was trimmed to preserve the 

special view up to the church. 
 

Sue’s rolling supply of tea and coffee and rock cakes sustained us all - the rock 

cakes were consumed in a flash.   
 

It was great to see so many helpers from Starston, including some coming for the 

first time. And at least two 

from Harleston! We even had 

two visitors from Needham 

who had come to observe what 

volunteers can achieve, as they 

begin their own community 

project. Everyone I spoke to 

was kind enough to say that 

they had enjoyed a sociable     

morning, with the satisfaction 

of both doing a good job and 

making new friends. What a 

large group of enthusiasts can 

achieve is truly amazing, and also helps everyone feel that Glebe Meadow is their    

meadow. Thank you all! 

Peter Grimble 
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It all started with the Auction of 

Promises at the Jubilee Hall when 

two people who were bidding for 

an experience for 2 at the Archers 

studio with Brian Hewlett (aka 

Neil Carter) and Michael Bartlett 

– decided that they would go  

together as ardent Archers fans.   
 

Hence Tanya, Michael and myself 

were driven to Birmingham by 

Brian. Arriving at the studio the 

excitement was rising. Who 

would we meet? Would we     

recognise anyone?  As a radio 

production, you have pictures in your head of what that person looks like. We were not 

disappointed. So it was off to the Green Room to meet Brian and Jennifer Aldridge, Joe, 

Ed and Will Grundy, Jill, Tony and Helen Archer, Kirsty, Noluthando and, much to 

Tanya’s delight, Linda Snell, plus a newbie in the form of Christian the reporter. 
 

Whilst the cast were going over their lines we were shown around the studio which was 

in four sections, sitting/bedroom, kitchen, outside space and general area. Then we    

visited the Archers display which was most interesting and also a bit harrowing when 

you could hear the fight between Helen and Rob Titchener on headphones. Michael took 

the picture of us here between David and Ruth Archer (cardboard cut outs) behind the 

Ambridge sign. 
 

Then we were allowed into the studio for the recording and were honoured to be part of 

the background crowd for the pantomime. We both had a line which was heard on 28th 

December episode and about 7½ minutes into the recording if you check BBC Radio 

iPlayer. We have been immortalised on an episode of The Archers!! 
 

We then went into the recording booth to watch the stars in action. Each section of the 

episode has to be between 1 minute 30 and 1 minute 40 and the whole 14 minute      

episode takes around 2½ hours to record in the studio. What amazed me is how each 

individual just fell seamlessly into the part. Tanya and I had the script and followed it 

but realised that, whatever the script writers have put, the actors keep it in context. It 

was a fascinating time and the producer was very interesting and explained what was         

happening. Some scenes were done two or three times until everyone was happy with 

the outcome. 
 

After lots of hugs and goodbyes we left the studio and, after a meal nearby, we were 

taken home by Brian. A truly wonderful day and thanks go to Brian for sharing some of 

the “Ambridge Magic” with us and being such a wonderful host. 

Debbie Gilks 

Ambridge Magic 
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Promises, Promises….. 

Every few years, an Auction of Promises is held in the Jubilee Hall. It’s always a very 

entertaining evening, with neighbours prepared to out-bid each other to raise funds for a 

good cause, most recently for the Hall itself. These events take a lot of effort to put on, 

and also a fair degree of thought from those who might decide to ‘Promise’; I mean, what 

exactly would anyone want to pay good money for?  I for one couldn’t decide; but then I 

got a bit of a nudge….could I offer a farm walk and afternoon tea? Well, that didn’t 

sound too bad, so I signed up for that, and it gave me another idea; cake. I would offer to 

make a fruit cake. As the event drew nearer the list began to emerge - Yoga sessions, 

Magical Mystery Tours, paintings, afternoon teas, a flight above Starston. Then I        

remembered that at a previous event I offered a sewing lesson, which resulted in me  

helping someone to make some curtains, so I’d offer that again. 
 

Friday 13th October arrived and we took our seats and bidding commenced. I got a bit 

concerned when my humble fruit cake offering sold for £25! And more concerned still 

when I learnt it would be off to Spain in the guise of a Christmas cake. Slight alterations 

to the usual recipe were required, but off it went, and I understand it was later iced in 

traditional manner before befalling the usual fate. Then I was tempted to buy, and       

subsequently treated a friend to, a rather nice cream tea. We would never usually have 

had a cream tea, but acquiring it in this way seemed to make it more of an event. Later I 

was tempted with the promise of sausage rolls, ‘delivered to my door’ (I absolutely hate 

making sausage rolls). They arrived ready to freeze; a really useful treat over Christmas. 
 

Although I knew who had made the successful bid for the sewing lesson it was some time 

before I heard any more. I had left the details rather vague, hoping that whoever it was 

would, at the very least, be a little less experienced than me, otherwise it could turn out to 

be a bit of an own goal. Then I got the call. It turned out what was really needed was a 

‘two heads are better than one’ approach to a new sewing machine, and more              

importantly, to the instruction book. So I left a fully working sewing machine, and a 

promise that I would return for another lesson as-and-when required. 
 

That leaves a couple of thing to look forward to over the next few months.  A family will 

be coming to have a look around the farm and stay for tea, once the weather warms up.  

Then, hopefully on a nice sunny summer’s day, I shall enjoy a boat trip with friends on 

the Norfolk Broads. 
 

The Auction may have only lasted a couple of hours, but the pleasure it brings goes on! 
 

                                                                                                             Sue Moore 

FOUND ON GLEBE MEADOW 
Rosemary Steer has rescued a nice brown check scarf that had been languishing in the 

rain and snow on the Glebe for a fortnight (possibly since volunteer day). She has 

washed it so it is ready for reclaiming by its owner!  Either contact Rosemary directly 

(01379 854245) or contact Pigeon Post and we’ll put you in touch. 
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Pigeon Post Photo Competition 2018 

By popular demand Pigeon Post is holding another  

photographic competition in 2018. 

There are two age categories: 

Junior: Up to 16 years old on 1st June 2018 

Senior: Over 16 years old on 1st June 2018 

The Rules are as follows: 

 Photos must have been taken in Starston, or in 

any parish that shares a border with Starston, 

sometime between September 2017 and August 

2018. 

 Each person can enter up to a maximum of 3 

photos but each will be judged as a single entry 

(i.e. not as a group). Multiple entries will be 

grouped with a code letter so the judge knows 

they come from the same photographer, but all 

entries will be anonymous. 

 Each photo must have a title and must be a single 

photo. It may be cropped if necessary but     

composite pictures will not be permitted. 

 Entries should be printed (maximum size A4 but 10” x 8” preferred ). Please 

see Notes below for printing options if you prefer not to do this yourself. 

 An entry form with the photographer’s name and a title for the picture must 

accompany each separate photo. We would like to know what kind of device 

was used to take the picture. This information will NOT be passed to the 

judge. 

 Anyone who has ever sold a photograph for money is not eligible to enter. 

 The closing date for entries is 31st August 2018 

 

As last year, the main competition will be 

judged by Frances Crickmore, wildlife 

photographer for the EDP. There will also 

be a village photo prize which will be 

judged on Saturday 29th September 2018 

when all the photographs will be displayed 

in the Jubilee Hall. Anyone who comes 

can vote for their favourite one. 
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There will be up to 3 prizes in each category. £20 for the   

winner, £10 for the runner-up and a discretionary third prize 

of £5, providing we have a reasonable number of entries, for 

both the main competition and the village competition.    

Winning entries will appear in Pigeon Post and on the 

Starston Village website. 
 

Photos, together with an Entry Form, should be sent to       

Michael Bartlett by post or hand-delivered to:                     

The Red Cottage, The Street, Starston, IP20 9NN 
Entry forms can be obtained from Michael Bartlett or Sue 

Moore or downloaded from the Pigeon Post page on the     

village web site. 
 

Notes: Printing Your Pictures 
Although you are welcome to print your photos yourself we have also arranged an  

alternative with Robinson's Traditional Stationers of Harleston. Your photographs can 

be taken in on a data stick or on your device, or they can be emailed to: 

mail@robinsonstraditionalstationers.co.uk   If emailed they should be of as high a 

resolution as possible, i.e. they should not be compressed before sending. Let Kieren 

know that they are for the Starston Photo Competition and if there are any special   

instructions. He's happy to discuss your requirements and process them while you wait. 

They can be printed to any size: an 8x10 costs £1.60. Payment on collection. 

 

Please beware of our deadline and don't expect him to print them all on 31st  

August!! 

 

These rules and the entry form can be found on 

the village website. 

 

Frances Crickmore has offered to run a  

photo workshop, see page 16 for further  

details 

Pigeon Post Photo Competition 2018 

Spring is coming……...time to get the camera (phone/

tablet) out and start snapping! 
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Workshop for Photographers 

In advance of this year’s Pigeon Post Photo Competition (see page 14), the             

professional judge, Frances Crickmore, has offered to lead an informal 'photo shoot' 

session on her dairy farm in Flixton as she was so impressed with the quality of the 

photos submitted last year. Her farm comprises marshland beside the river Waveney 

and there is an abundance of wildlife. The day would be open to a small group of 

adults and children and her idea is that everyone could set off to take their pictures and 

she, and anyone else with experience, could lend a hand to those with less experience. 

As she knows the area so well she would be able to suggest good vantage points and 

what to look out for. She suggested participants may like to take a picnic. 
 

This is a good idea but it is not something that either of us can be directly involved in. 

If it is going to happen it needs an adult (or two) to co-ordinate it, liaise with Frances 

and those people in Starston who would like to take part, and fix a date/time etc. 
 

If you can help organise this event please let us know as soon as possible. If you    

cannot help organise it but would like to take part, also let us know and, assuming we 

do find someone to co-ordinate it, then we will put you in touch with them. If no-one 

can help co-ordinate it then we will have to tell Frances that we cannot accept her  

offer. 
 

Either way the competition itself will still go ahead. 

The Editors 

New Year Meet and Mardle in St Margaret’s 
 

The Meet and Mardle was well attended. Visitors were treated to a hot and cold  

buffet with mulled wine served by PCC members. The ringing greeted 2018 at 12.00 

followed by ringers from other churches in the benefice ringing for a while.  

Starston ringers demonstrated how changes were made and the act of bell ringing. 

Several visitors tried their hand and were surprised how easy bell ringing really is. 
 

 We look forward to greeting you all 12.30 Jan 1st 2019. 

A bells festival is being planned for 2019 summer. 

Red Feather Club Swing Dance 
 

On Saturday 24th March the Red Feather Club, Horham, is holding a 1940s Swing 

Dance with The Pat Reyford Combo! We've also got special guest DJ Michael     

Wilson from the Skylark Club in Northants joining us so polish up your dancing 

shoes, this is one not to miss!  
 

Tickets are £10. Contact Andy Garner at on 07788 966 640 or 

andy.av8@hotmail.com . 
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Dorothy May “Dolly” Adcock: October 1914 – January 2018 
 

Dolly was born in Needham 

in the early days of the First 

World War and died as we 

begin to commemorate the 

centenary of its end. Her first 

home in Starston was in 

Railway Cottages, but she 

also lived at Laurels Farm, 

Park Farm, Gillows Willows 

and finally Beck View    

before moving to Harleston 

in her later years. She was 

married to Clare (Clarence) 

and they both worked for the 

Hanners at Park Farm. Dolly 

was very proud of all five 

generations of her family - one daughter, Pam, two grandchildren, Steven and Susan, 

four great-grandchildren and five great-great-grandchildren.            
 

Her secret to a long life, she would tell you, was HARD WORK. She loved working 

in the fields, and even in her 80’s she would go apple picking at Wissett near      

Halesworth with a band of like-minded friends from Starston and Harleston. She 

stayed in touch throughout her life with Wendy, one of the Land Army girls at Laurels 

Farm who had emigrated to South Africa. Well into her 90’s she could be seen on her      

moped, in her yellow helmet, buzzing around the neighbourhood. When not out and 

about she enjoyed cooking and crocheting and knitting. She always enjoyed village 

life and events like the Starston fete.      

 

Dolly never left the country, in fact she always said she only ever had one holiday, 

and that was over 40 years ago when grandson Steven and his wife Melanie took her 

and Clare to Yorkshire to meet her friend Wendy’s mother. They visited York Minster 

and climbed the tower. Over the last few years Dolly became more housebound, 

which she found frustrating, but she kept her sharp mind.    
 

She celebrated her 100th birthday in 2014 with a party for friends and again last     

October more celebrations for the 103rd, this time with an extra surprise, as her    

granddaughter Becky was able to present her with an Honorary Degree in ‘Living Life 

To The Full’, granted by Manchester University. 

Information supplied by Steven & Melanie Allen 

A Life Lived To The Full 
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Flint Vinyard - Earsham 

The idea for a vineyard came gradually, as my interest in wine became more  

serious. The starting point was to quit my job and enrol on a three-year degree in 

Viticulture and Oenology at Plumpton College in Sussex. This transformed my 

understanding of winemaking and I soon realised that it is not a glamorous or  

lucrative career choice. But I relished the depth of knowledge, both scientific and 

creative, that surrounds the wine world and finished my degree a budding  

winemaker. Following university and after spending two years working for a     

boutique estate in France, I made the decision with my wife and two young children 

to settle in England and was attracted to Norfolk because of its dry and sunny    

climate.  
 

During a chance conversation with a local farmer, Adrian Hipwell, we discovered 

that one of his fields (in Earsham) might be particularly suitable for vines. The plot 

was south facing with a gentle slope to 

maximise sunlight and minimise frost 

risk through better cold air drainage. 

The soil, a sandy loam mixed with large 

chunks of gravel and flint, was ideal. 

Subsequent soil alysis and in-depth  

research into the local climate          

confirmed the potential for the site and 

Flint Vineyard was born. 
 

In April 2016 we planted 12,000 vines 

over two days using a laser-guided 

planting machine. We wanted to focus on 

still wine, knowing the potential in    

England for making aromatic, crisp wines. East Anglia was also a proven  region, 

suited to still varieties so we decided upon Bacchus, Pinot Noir and Pinot Blanc. 
 

Very fortunately for us, next to the vineyard site lay a number of disused farm 

buildings and the summer of 2016 was spent transforming what was an old grain 

store into a state-of-the-art winery. We were lucky to received two grants, which 

enabled us to source the high specification winery equipment necessary to produce 

the premium wines at the heart of our vision for the business.  
 

In the autumn of 2016 the winery finally came to life as we processed 12 tonnes of 

grapes (we are working with other East Anglian growers while we await our first 

crop in 2018) to make our first vintage. The wines were released in May 2017 and 

we were delighted to win East Anglia Wine of the Year and a Silver Medal at the 

International Wine Challenge. Since opening to the public for tours last summer we 

have received over 700 visitors, many of whom were completely taken aback by the 

standard of wine now being produced here in East Anglia.  

Ben Witchell,Winemaker, Flint Vineyard    www.flintvineyard.com 

Ben and Hannah in the Vines 

http://www.flintvineyard.com/
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AGM Plus  
 

Harleston’s Future’s Annual General Meeting is on Wednesday 14th March at 7.00 
pm in The Carvery at The Swan Hotel. In addition to AGM business (kept brief) and 
plans for 2018, there will be a welcome drink, buffet and screening of The Secret 
Tunnel (1947), a rarely-seen detective drama filmed in the grounds of nearby Flixton 
Hall. Open to everyone - tickets £5, book before 7th March at The 
Swan. 
 

A Hare For Harleston 
Harleston’s Future is leading a campaign to have a Harleston 
Hare, decorated with swifts and bunting by a local artist, as part of 
this summer’s GoGoHares Trail. It will help put Harleston on the 
map as there will be a sticker book encouraging people to visit all 
the hares in the City and County. It will also raise money for Nor-
folk children’s charity Break. If you can make a donation or help 
raise the £5000 required to  sponsor a hare please get in touch at: 
harlestonsfuture@gmail.com  

Majella Yorston - A Song or Two 
Saturday 21st April  

7.30 pm in the Jubilee Hall 
 

Come along to the Jubilee Hall for a delightful musical evening 

with the singer/guitarist Majella Yorston. 
 

Majella has toured widely as lead vocalist/guitarist with bands 

across the UK and Europe and as a Solo 

Artist has appeared in Cabaret, Revues, 

Variety Shows and Festivals. She has         

performed on a number of BBC Radio programmes.  
 

With material ranging from folk to rock‘n’roll there’ll be 

plenty of tunes to hum along to, plus some lesser-known 

gems to enjoy. With her velvety voice, engaging              

performance style and trademark guitar, this will be an  

evening to remember. 
 

To hear some examples of Majella singing visit her website 

at: https://www.majellayorston.co.uk/ 
 

Space is limited - there are only 40 tickets available for this 

performance - so book early to avoid disappointment.     

Tickets cost £10 and can be booked with Michael Bartlett: 01379 852318 or by 

emailing  mike@jack-ilott.co.uk   

Harleston’s Future 
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Everyone Is Entitled To Their Own Opinion 

Dear Friends,   
 

I have been shackled in the grip of the flu, of the strain that I obviously did not      

receive when I went and had my Flu Jab some months ago. I offer my sincere thanks 

to Rosemary who has taken on most of the stress (I was not in a place where stress 

was a part of the equation) and to all of you who passed on your good wishes for me.  

One lady in the surgery, whilst I was waiting for the Nurse to offer me some practical 

help, leant across me and said in a very confident way, “You look awful, they (I     

presumed were the medical staff) cannot do much for you and the hospitals are full 

up. This will last another month or two so best to get yourself home in front of a fire 

and let nature do its best, my friend died last week in hospital and would have been 

better off dying at home. Take care and don’t go doing too much too soon.” 
 

It got me thinking about the term Humanism from the Latin ‘Humanitas’. It entered 

English around the nineteenth century, invented to describe the various meanings  

ascribed to humanitas, which include both benevolence toward one's fellow humans 

and the values imparted by ‘bonae litterae’ or humane learning. I do not have        

difficulty in accepting people’s views but I do have difficulty in accepting names  

people use to describe themselves which they insist is the only or correct word for 

describing who they are and what they believe. 
 

If we take humanism literally, we can accept that man should show respect to man, 

irrespective of class, race or creed; this is a fundamental to the humanist attitude to 

life. Among the fundamental moral principles, the humanist would count those of 

freedom, justice, tolerance and happiness… the attitude that people can live an honest, 

meaningful life without necessarily following a formal religious creed. Religion, or 

not of course, sits within an individual’s psyche. We all have free will.  
 

I will tell people, and hopefully I can prove it by the way I try to live my life, that I 

am a ‘Humanist’. I also will explain that I follow the teaching of Jesus Christ because 

he teaches all of the sentiments behind the meaning of humanism. He died for those 

very principles embodied in the belief of Humanism and also gave an answer which 

we will celebrate at this very Easter tide, to the question science cannot answer.  
 

John 14:2-6: There are many rooms in my Father’s house. I would not tell you this if 

it were not true. I am going there to prepare a place for you. After I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come back. Then I will take you to be with me so that you may be 

where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going. Thomas said to Jesus, 

“Lord, we don’t know where you are going. So how can we know the way?” Jesus 

answered, “I am the way. And I am the truth and the life. The only way to the Father 

is through me”. 
 

God’s blessing and my love. 

Norman 
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Answers to the February Crossword 

Local Films in March 

Pennoyers Film    (Pulham St Mary) 

Title:  Murder On The Orient Express (12A)  

Date: Friday 16th March      Time:  8.00 pm   

Cost: Adults £5.00 in advance, £5.50 on the door. 

When a murder occurs on the train he is travelling on, celebrated detective Hercule 

Poirot is recruited to solve the case. This Agatha Christie ‘who done it’ is highly      

recommended and Kenneth Branagh’s moustache is a bonus! 

Booking advisable - phone 01379 676660. Ices available.  
 

Harleston Film  (Masonic Rooms, Thoroughfare, Harleston)  

Title:  Murder On The Orient Express (12A)  

Date: Thursday 22nd March Time: 2.00 pm and 7.30 pm. Doors open ½ hour before. 

Cost: £4.00  

A lavish trip through Europe quickly turns into a murder mystery. When an avalanche 

stops the Orient Express in its tracks the world’s greatest detective, Hercule Poirot, is 

there to interrogate the passengers and search for clues before the killer strikes again.       

Book with Harleston Information Plus on 01379 851917. 
 

Alburgh Film  (Alburgh Village Hall)  

Title:  Goodbye Christopher Robin (PG)  

Date: Friday 16th March    Time:  7.30 pm     Doors open 6.30 pm 

Cost: £4.00 on the door.               

After leaving London for the English countryside, writer A.A. Milne starts to spin   

fanciful yarns about his son's growing collection of stuffed animals, stories which form 

the basis for “Winnie-the-Pooh”. 

You are welcome to bring your own take-away to eat in the hall beforehand.  

Ice creams available in interval. 

ACROSS 
 

5.     High 

8.     Extortion 

9.     Limb 

10.   Elongated 

12.   Proton 

14.   Stress 

16.   Crowns 

18.   Stroma 

20.   Commodity 

22.   Edam 

23.   Determine 

24.   Eden 

 

DOWN 
 

1.     Explorer 

2.     Toon 

3.     Strain 

4.     Jokers 

6.     Iris 

7.     Habits 

11.   Brer 

13.  Tows 

15.   Semi-tone 

16.   Cheese 

17.   Stowed 

18.   Simmer 

19.   Cake 

21.   Dome  
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March Crossword by Ahab 
1  2    3   4   5 

             

6     7        

    8         

9         10  11  

             

 12  13    14 15  16   

      17      18 

19     20        

             

21         22    

             

23     24        

CLUES ACROSS 
 

1.     Wading on scarlet legs (8) 

4.     Small freshwater duck with greenish band 

on wing (4) 

6.     A boasting corvid (4) 

7.     A mainly Eurasian and African songbird 

suggestive of a cereal crop (8) 

9.     Familiar game bird (8) 

10.   Long-legged wader that some consider to 

be sacred (4) 

12.   A small Eurasian and North African finch 

related to the canary (5) 

14.   Bird of prey or a once famous comic (5) 

19.   Add an S in front of a cat’s sound to get a 

small compact diving duck (4) 

20.   Not a good idea at traffic lights (8) 

21.   Last beer of the evening perhaps (8) 

22.   Flying a Mr Beatles song (4) 

23.   Could this bird be an architect? (4) 

24.   Summer visiting small perching bird (8) 

 

CLUES DOWN 
 

1.     Cooking plan (6) 

2.     A bishop’s patch (7) 

3.     Armed Sikh warriors (6) 

4.     A church levy (7) 

5.     A bunch of these could be playing cricket        

on the 10th day of Christmas (5) 

8.      Italian wine style (4) 

11.    Slide over it towards the gin (3) 

12.    Could be abbreviated male or female or 

even a missile (3) 

13.   Very close shaved lower face (3,4) 

15.   Rude word for bottom (4) 

16.   Not too overweight (7) 

17.   Take apart (6) 

18.   To bear witness to (6) 

19.   Kipling suggests you should force this 

along with your heart and nerve (5) 

 

The answers to 

all the ACROSS 

clues are some 

kind of bird.  
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Benefice Services in March 

Web Site for Information on all Services:     http://www.thebenefice.org.uk/ 

Key To Services 

HC:  Holy Communion PC: Parish Communion 

BCP: Book of Common Prayer SW: Sunday Worship 

CC: Café Church  

Starston PCC Secretary:  Ruth Cawcutt.  

Tel: 01379  852087  Email: rcawcutt1@btinternet.com 

 

 

4th 

Lent 3 

11th  

Mothering  

Sunday 

18th 

Lent 5 

25th 

Palm Sunday 
 

Dickle-

burgh 

9.30am         

Mothering Sunday 

Communion 

 

9.30am  

BCP Service 

 

9.30am         

PC 

 

 

9.30am         

All Age       

Communion 

Pulham  

Market 

8.00am HC 

10.45am       

 Memorial Hall 

 

9.30am         

HC 

 

9.30am         

SW 
 

9.30am 

HC 

6.30pm 

Celebration 

Pulham  

St Mary 

9.30am 

Mothering Sunday 

Communion 

9.30am 

BCP Matins 

 

9.30am         

HC 

 

 

 

8.00am  

BCP          

Communion 

9.30am Messy 

Church  

Rushall 

11.00am   

Mothering Sunday 

Communion 

11.00am         

SW 

11.00am         

SW 
 

11.00am  

BCP Matins 

Starston 

11.00am  

Mothering Sunday 

Service 

 

11.00am   

BCP           

Communion 

11.00am  

Great and Small 
 

 

11.00am   

BCP           

Communion 

Thelveton 

 

11.00am  

Mothering Sunday 

Service 

With  

Dickleburgh 

11.00am  

SW 
 

11.00am 

HC 

Pulham St. Mary: Friday 2nd March 7.00 pm Women’s World Day of Prayer 

Holy Week Services - See Benefice Website 
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Starston Parish Council 

Martin Wilby County 01379 741504 martin.wilby@norfolk.gov.uk  

Clayton Hudson District 01379 676259 chudson@s-norfolk.gov.uk  

Community Services  

Starston Village Web Site:  www.starstonvillage.co.uk  

Local Councillors 

Ann Leitch Chairman 01379 423387 a_leitch@live.co.uk 

Janet Broadhurst  01379 853480 janetbroadhurst@aol.com 

Sam Carter  Not available sam@samuelcarter.com 

Chris Doughty  Not available chrismartindoughty@gmail.com 

Bobbie Formston Tree Warden 01379 853042 jformston07@talktalk.net 

John Formston Footpaths 01379 853042 jformston07@talktalk.net 

Richard Franklin richard.franklin@hotmail.co.uk  01379 854726 

Clare Crane               Clerk to the Council and RFO          01379  608590 

To contact Starston Parish Council:  starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Local Buses - from Starston to Harleston and 

Starston to Long Stratton and Norwich 

For information  

Ring:  0871 200 22 33 

Border Hoppa - dial-a-ride service  Ring:  01379 854800  

Police - (non-emergency) Ring:  101 

Safer Neighbourhood Team          Email: sntharleston@norfolk.pnn.police.uk  

Report Power Cuts Ring 105 

NHS Emergency & Urgent Care Services 

(Including Emergency out of hours chemist) 

Ring:  111 

when it’s less urgent than 999 

Refuse Collection and Queries Ring: 01508 533830 

Harleston Information Plus  Ring: 01379 851917 

hip@harleston-norfolk.org.uk 
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Brick  Work, General Building, 

Hard Landscaping etc 
 

01379 853471 or 07939 144446 


