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Starston Flower Festival 
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Distribution 
Pigeon Post is delivered free to every home in Starston.   

It can also be sent by email in PDF format.  

To request a PDF version please contact the Co-ordinating Editor. 

Whilst the editorial team do not necessarily agree with the opinions expressed by contributors, 

they believe that the magazine is available for local people to air their views. Letters to the Editor 

must be signed. The Editor reserves the right to alter or amend any copy received.           

Items for inclusion in the next issue MUST reach the Co-ordinating Editor by the 12th of the   

preceding month, (usually earlier in December). Space in the magazine will be allocated on a first 

come, first served basis. Photos and pictures are welcome and will be used wherever possible.  

Please send copy by e-mail to: editor@pigeonpost.org.uk 

Advertising 
For advertising rates please contact  

 

 Liz Stacey: Tel: 01379 853427   Email: elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 
 

or Michael Bartlett: Tel: 01379 852318   Email: editor@pigeonpost.org.uk       

If you know of any new residents in the village please tell Norman Steer (854245)  

or Michael Bartlett (852318) so that we can welcome them in Pigeon Post.  

‘For Starston People’                                    Copyright  2018 PIGEON POST 

The Production Team 

Co-ordinating Editor: Michael Bartlett:          The Red Cottage, The Street 

Tel: 852318                  Email:  editor@pigeonpost.org.uk       

Deputy Editor:   Sue Moore:                   Cranes Watering Farm, Rushall Road 

Tel:  852387                 Email:  suemoore0717@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Mandy Carter:              Brick Kiln Farm, Cross Roads 

Tel: 854600                  Email:  mcarter@carrotech.com 

Advertising Manager: Liz Stacey:                   The Old Coach House, Starston 

Tel: 853427                  Email:  elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 

Webmaster: Christina Davies:          Email:  davieschristina@btinternet.com 

Distribution  

Organiser:  

Brian Greathead:           Cart Lodge Barn, Church Hill  

Tel: 852352                  Email:  b.greathead@btinternet.com 

Distributors include: Brenda & David Beech, Sarah Beech, Mandy Carter, Patricia 

Lombe-Taylor, Alison Miners, Rosemary Steer, Anita        

Weatherley, Liz Woodley and others.  

ISSUE EDITOR MICHAEL BARTLETT 
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                         V i l l a g e  D i a r y      

 Tuesday 18th September 7.30 pm 

 Parish Council Meeting - Jubilee Hall 

   Saturday 22nd September  3.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

 Litter Pick and Youth Club - Jubilee Hall 

 Saturday 29th September 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm 

 Macmillan Tea Party + Photo Comp Judging - Jubilee Hall 

 Saturday  13th October 7.30 pm 

 War Girls - A Tribute to the Armistice - Jubilee Hall 

  Saturday 3rd November 4.30 pm 

 Youth Club Fireworks Party - Jubilee Hall 

-
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Final Copy Date for October edition: 

12.00 Noon - Wednesday 12th September 

 

To Book the Jubilee Hall - Contact the Bookings Manager:               
 

Robert Wood:  01379 852535 or Email: starstonrobert@gmail.com 

Let us know of anything happening in the village for this Diary page 
 

Personal adverts and events are free so long as they are not for personal profit   
 

Like us on Facebook http://facebook.com/starstonvillagenorfolk 
 

Starston Village Website: http://starstonvillage.co.uk/ 
 

Jubilee Hall Wi-Fi Hot Spot: Network: Jubilee Hall  Password: Starston 
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ALM Taxis.. 
   “Getting you to your destination safely,  

on time and very competitively priced” 
 
Airport Transfers 
Chauffeur Services 
Seaters 4, 5, 6, 8 
Long or Short Distance 
Contract Work Welcomed 
 

01379 608602 
 

www.almtaxis.co.uk 
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Around and About the Village 

Autumn Steam Rally 
Strumpshaw Steam Museum - Saturday 1st 

and Sunday 2nd September.   

9.00 am – 5.00 pm Admission £5.  

Steam Engines. Stationary Engines.     

Tractors. Working Demonstrations. Classic 

Cars. Trade Stands. Indoor Craft Stalls. 

Ring Events. Children's Entertainment. 

Contact Mike Curtis on 07753-182065 or 

michael.curtis4@gmail.com 

 

Pennoyer Live Music: Telecasters  

Saturday 15th September from 7.00 pm 

onwards. You’re in for a treat with a mix of 

Americana, incorporating Texas Swing and 

Cowboy Jazz. Rich vocals from Jo Bowley 

and impressive melodies provided by Rob 

Huckfield’s unique Telecaster sound all 

underpinned by Nick Davies’ Fat Bass 

which provides a vintage thump.  

Tickets £10. Booking advisable. 
 

Rocking Foxes 
Sunday 16th September. The Rocking  

Foxes Rock’n’Roll Hop with DJ Crazy! 

Eye Community Centre, Magdalen Street, 

Eye, Suffolk. 2.00 – 5.00 pm. £5.50 per 

person including refreshments and cake.  

We can show you some basic moves to get 

you started. Contact Sharon: 07542 036527 

Website: www.rockingfoxes.co.uk    

Email: info@rockingfoxes.co.uk 

Bulb Sale and Table Top Sale  

Saturday 22nd September.  

10.30 am – 1.00 pm at Pennoyer. Come 

along and buy top quality bulbs at discount 

prices with planting advice. Also, grab a 

bargain at our Table Top Sale. There will 

be bric-a-brac, toys, books, clothes, crafts, 

DVDs and more. Licensed Bar and Cafe 

open as normal.  
 

Life on the Deben 
Pulham St Mary Village Society Film 

showing at Pennoyer on Tuesday 25th  

September. 7.30 pm for 8.00 pm start. A 

new landmark documentary film about the 

River Deben in Suffolk, presented by John 

McCarthy.  

This film was made in association with 

Woodbridge Riverside Trust. Admission 

£3. Everyone welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harvest Quiz 
Friday 5th October in Alburgh Village Hall 

7.30 pm, prompt start, doors open from 

6.45 pm. Pre-booked tickets available at £7 

per head to include a Ploughmans supper. 

Contact 01986 788732 for tickets. Prizes 

for the winning table - Raffle – Bar. In aid 

of All Saints Church, Alburgh. 
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Notes From The Editor 

Writing this part of Pigeon Post is never easy. If you’re not careful you quickly fall into 

the trap of writing something bland or relying on clichés and there is always a danger 

that you’ll drop into the ‘finger wagging’ style of Radio 4’s ‘Thought For The Day’ 

which is not something I would ever want to do. Avoiding these traps and still finding 

something to write about is tricky, so this month I am going off-piste.  
 

I grew up in a house where humour ruled the day, jokes, word play, puns all formed part 

of everyday existence. Many of my father’s jokes have stayed with me (much to Dee’s 

regret sometimes). The ‘Dartmoor Gag’ is typical. 
 

 A prisoner was sitting in his cell in Dartmoor prison feeling pretty miserable. The 

weather doesn’t help. Outside it is raining - sheets and sheets of rain - so the       

prisoner took the sheets, tied them together and climbed down to the ground. As he 

was walking across the prison yard he saw a log so he took the saw and cut the log 

in half. Now, as we all know, two halves make a whole so he put the hole in the fence 

and climbed through. Unfortunately as he was walking across the moor a thick mist 

came down and soon he was lost. He knew he needed help so he shouted and shouted 

until he was hoarse so then he got on the horse and rode off. Trouble was the horse 

couldn’t see where it was going so they stumbled into a bog and got sucked         

underground, so he got on the Underground and went to Piccadilly Circus. When he 

arrived there he was thirsty so he stopped and asked a passer-by if they could spare 

a couple of  coppers for a cup of tea. Unfortunately one of the coppers recognised 

him so he ended up back in Dartmoor again.  
 

There are plenty more where that came from but, as I’m sure you’ll be relieved to know, 

I’ve run out of space. So you’re spared more bad gags and I’ve written my editorial.  
 

Michael 

Sending Articles to Pigeon Post 
 

Please remember that all articles or other items for Pigeon Post MUST be sent to the 

Pigeon Post email address:  editor@pigeonpost.org.uk   
 

This email address is available on-line to every member of the Pigeon Post team so, no 

matter who is putting the magazine together, your article will reach them. Emails sent to 

private email addresses may not reach the person editing that month until it is too late.  
 

This will become even more critical if Pigeon Post does continue into 2019. The future 

of the magazine is still uncertain but if a way can be found for Pigeon Post to continue 

then the only chance of your article or item finding its way into the magazine is by  

sending it direct to the Pigeon Post address.  
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On Friday 13th July Starston Jubilee Hall courtyard was turned into a pub garden. It was 

a beautiful summer evening where people enjoyed a drink with friends and neighbours. 

Linda Wood did a raffle (which raised £66 for Starston Jubilee Hall) and the children 

enjoyed a game of table tennis and giant Jenga.  
 

Thank you to everyone who helped make this a successful evening and we look forward 

to the next village gathering. 
 

Debbie Griffin  

Starston Summer Social 

Starston Big Litter Pick 

We have organised another litter pick for Saturday 22nd September from 3.00 pm to 

4.30 pm. Litter picking grabbers, black bags, protective gloves and High Vis jackets will 

be available from me and I hope we will all make a special effort to collect as much 

litter as we can from around the village. If you come across any large, bulky items and /

or evidence of Fly Tipping, please let me know at any time, so that it can be reported 

and collected by the dedicated Fly Tipping team. The usual games will be available for 

the Starston Youth Club and there will also be refreshments.  

John Formston 

853042 

Starston Youth Club Fireworks Party  
Saturday 3rd November 4.30 pm – 5.30 pm 

Over ninety children and adults enjoyed last year’s fireworks party on 

the Glebe Meadow and in the Jubilee Hall. If you would like to come 

along this year, please can you advise Sam Bow or Ann Leitch by   

Friday 19th October, so we know numbers for catering arrangements.  
  

There is a minimum donation of £4 per individual, which includes a 

hot dog (locally produced pork sausages), cup cakes, hot/cold drinks 

and a firework display lasting 8-10 minutes. The professional fireworks 

are purchased from a local company, having been imported from China. We receive a 

10% discount as a community group, but have been advised that the cost of fireworks 

this year has increased significantly. Hence, if you can contribute a bit more or make a 

donation towards this village event, it is much appreciated and will ensure a spectacular 

fireworks display. 
 

As the fireworks party requires around 14 volunteers to run the event, (road marshals, 

cooks, people to light the fireworks display, safety fence erectors), please contact Ann 

Leitch if you would be willing to help. Tel: 01379 423387. 



9 September  2018 

 

 

 



10 Pigeon Post 

 

 

I am not a gardener. It is not something I understand or am interested in. We have a 

standing joke at Red Cottage which goes: “We share all the work in the garden, Dee 

grows the vegetables and I eat them.” 
 

However, at the time of writing Dee The Gardener is still confined to a wheelchair with 

one foot and lower leg in plaster, hoping that the broken bone in her foot is going to heal 

properly. No weight on it, keep it in the air we were told. Well, she can do that, but it 

still leaves the question of who will look after the garden while she can’t? 
 

A rhetorical question of course, there is only me – though I have had help from very 

kind friends. At the time of the accident there were around 50 baby leek seedlings in 

pots waiting to go in the ground. I knew that was beyond me. Most plants die if I look at 

them too long, let alone actually touch them. That situation was rescued by Joy who 

nobly spent a Sunday afternoon poking holes in the ground and popping the leeks in. All 

I have to do is water them.  
 

Sonja and Shane came round one morning to help me identify the plants I was going to 

fight for and the things I would just have to wave goodbye to as they wandered off into a 

horticultural after-life. Once that was sorted Sonja came back a couple of days later to 

help me harvest the potatoes and onions and to reassure me that the things that were 

dying were down to the weather, not me. Phew! 
 

Early in this period Dee asked me to collect some of her seedlings from the greenhouse 

and bring them down to the patio for ease of watering. “Start with the cabbage and   

parsley plants,” she said. 
 

“Sure,” I said and went up to the greenhouse to be faced with umpteen pots with green 

things poking out of them. I didn’t have a clue. All I knew was that they weren’t roses. 

Fortunately Rachel was in her garden next door so I called up support troops and she 

came and identified them for me and I proudly carried them back to the patio. I don’t 

think Dee was fooled though. 
 

So now it is just the watering. No one ever longed for rain as much as I did as a decent 

downpour relieves me of watering duties for one evening at least. But so far I think 

we’re winning. Courgettes (long green things like prickly cucumbers - you see, I’m 

learning) are being picked, tomatoes are ripening, runner beans a bit sluggish, but the 

leeks look great.  
 

However gardening is definitely not a career option for me when I grow up. 
 

Mike The Reluctant Gardener 

Notes From A Substitute Starston Gardener 

Old gardeners never die… 
They just throw in the trowel. 
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Arcelia Perform in Starston  

Arcelia - Building On The Land 
 

Arcelia’s new album, 'Building on the Land', can be downloaded via 

iTunes or Amazon. CDs can be bought directly from Arcelia and 

sent through the post.  
 

Please email:  info@arcelia.co.uk  

Website:  www.arcelia.co.uk 

It was a balmy Saturday evening on 21st July when over 60 people packed St Margaret’s 

Church to hear this band perform. Arcelia meaning ‘treasure chest’ in old Spanish, gave 

a performance in Jubilee Hall a couple of years ago and were invited back by popular 

demand.  
 

They are normally a trio (three singers    

Teresa Gallagher, Simon Foster and Gavin 

Alexander, who also plays acoustic guitar) 

but were supported by keyboard player Perry 

White and bass guitarist Martin Elliott. They 

performed a range of songs all written by 

Gavin Alexander with their exquisite sounds 

which have been likened to Crosby Stills & 

Nash, America, Paul Simon and Squeeze.  
 

During the interval a generous supply of 

canapes were circulated and a pay bar     

provided a range of drinks. 
 

After the interval Julian Taylor, assisted by 

John Formston, auctioned off several lots of 

roses which were generously provided by 

Wharton’s Nurseries, UK’s largest grower  

of roses, raising £125. 
 

Arcelia’s wonderfully warm harmonies were received with lengthy applause and       

everyone left in a jovial mood. The musicians were delighted to be hosted in homes in 

Starston. 
 

The evening raised £300 towards the restoration of St Margaret’s Church. Many thanks 

should go to Margaret, Sheena, Ruth and John for arranging a wonderful evening and to 

everyone who attended. 

Janet Broadhurst 
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Norfolk Churches Trust Sponsored Bike Ride  

Bike, Walk or even Drive in the Norfolk (and Suffolk) countryside on Saturday 8th  

September. Pack a picnic, plan a route and have a family fun day out, visiting as many 

churches and chapels as you can. Get your friends and family to sponsor you for this 

worthwhile cause. 
 

This is an opportunity for you to raise funds for Starston church - your church -  in   

particular for a kitchenette area inside the church in order to make the building more 

community friendly. Although we are already getting a much needed grant from the 

Heritage Lottery Fund for the restoration of the exterior and installation of a toilet, the 

grant will not pay for the kitchenette, nor the removal of some pews to create a suitable 

community area.  
 

We have also been awarded £10,000 by the Norfolk Churches Trust toward restoration 

costs so we are keen to support the Trust. Of the sponsorship money raised from the 

Bike Ride, 50% is returned to the church and this can be increased by Gift Aid. The  

other 50% goes to The Norfolk Churches Trust, which exists to preserve these buildings 

for future generations. 
 

For more details go to: www.norfolkchurchestrust.org.uk/sponsored-bike-ride 

or contact John Formston: Tel. 853042 or jformston07@talktalk.net   

A Hare for Harleston  

Since the unveiling of Harleston Hare (seen here 

with artist ScribblyRoo) on 24th June, there have 

been many people visiting as part of the GoGoHares 

Trail. It has helped put Harleston on the map and 

many have stopped awhile to enjoy the delights of 

the town and the area. The Hare will be in place 

until early September when it will be collected up 

ready to be auctioned to raise money for Break 

charity. We have now heard that it will be part of an 

online auction that will run until 11th October.  
 

If you would like to see Harleston Hare return to us 

permanently and are able to pledge a contribution to 

a purchase fund, please email                               

info@harlestonsfuture.org.uk or speak to Robin 

Twigge at The Swan. Let’s work together on this.  
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Starston Flower Festival - Best Ever! 

Starston Flower Festival was held at St Margaret’s Church, Starston, on the 14th, 15th 

and 16th July, with visitors being treated to some amazing displays, based on the theme 

of English Country Gardens. 
 

As soon as you put your foot over the threshold to go into the church porch your senses 

were immediately stimulated by Sheena Duncan’s ‘Sensory Garden’ which so cleverly 

used the five senses of seeing, hearing, tasting, touching and smelling to create a       

magnificent entrance to the festival. You were then transported to fairyland with the 

‘Enchanted Garden’ by Elteb Griffin whose creative imagination brought the font     

magically to life with fairies and elves dancing and prancing round - it was exquisite. 

Kirstin Cumming worked incredibly hard and Chelsea came to Starston with ‘All that’s 

left in my Garden’, with this outstanding garden proving to be a showstopper.  
 

Three  generations of the Lombe Taylors created some beautiful and sophisticated      

arrangements. Philippa's ball of suspended flowers representing ‘Life’ that had bright 

orange and yellow gladioli, maintaining a perfect 3D spherical shape, was quite frankly 

masterful. People just stood staring up in wonder. ‘An Afternoon’s Croquet’ by Jane 

Pearson and Bobbie Formston was brilliantly designed with cups and saucers and bun 

cases filled with flowers, with the attention to detail being second to none. 
 

In fact, the unique interpretations of the theme of ‘English Country Gardens’ were so  

impressive. I loved the quirky ‘These Boots Aren’t Just Made for Walking!’ by Linda 

Savage, ‘Spot the Weed!’ by Ruth Cawcutt and ‘The Forgotten Garden’ by Christine 

Munro. I can go on ... 
 

Unfortunately I can’t, but every arrangement deserves a special mention and to sing its 

praises, so I apologise for not being able to (I could fill an entire edition of Pigeon Post). 

Now, I want to say a HUGE Thank You to Ruth for organising the Festival and to the 

PCC for all their hard work. Also, thanks go to Julian and Phillipa Taylor for allowing 

delicious refreshments to be enjoyed at the Coach House and to Wharton’s Roses for 

opening up their rose field (where visitors stood in awe looking at the kaleidoscope of 

colours that stretched from Starston to Pulham St Mary). Much appreciation goes to  

everyone who contributed. 
 

It was a tremendously successful Flower Festival that has provided much pleasure to 

many people and also has raised a massive £1100 towards Church Funds. Comments 

made, included, “Superb”, “Stunning”, “Spectacular” and the “Best ever Flower Festival 

I’ve been to”. Yes it was... 
 

Debbie Griffin 

 

A selection of pictures from the festival are on the next 2 pages 
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Sensory Garden  
Sheena Duncan 

Life 
Philippa Taylor 

Great Dixter 
Sue Grimble  
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Enchanted Garden 
Elteb Griffin  

All That's Left In My Garden 
Kirstin Cumming  

An Afternoon's Croquet 
Jane Pearson and Bobbie Formston 
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Harleston Choral Society 

Harleston Choral Society picks up its scores again on Monday 10th September at 7.30 

pm (7.00 pm on start date only for collection of subs) in The Church at London Road, 

Harleston. We'll be singing Handel's Messiah Part 1, Telemann's German Magnificat, 

and a selection of carols, in preparation for our Christmas Concert on Saturday 8th   

December. Come and join us - we’re a friendly, non-audition choir, we welcome all 

singers and would-be singers and music is provided free.  
 

More information about all our activities is on our website 

www.harlestonchoralsoc.org.uk or from our Chair, Jo Curry jo.curry@sky.com 

The Harleston and District University of the Third Age will be hosting a “Showcase” 

event at the Carvery, Swan Hotel, Harleston on 13th September. This will give non 

members a chance to see just what U3A is all about and also give existing members an 

opportunity to gain an insight into the activities of groups they may be interested in  

joining.  
 

If you are no longer in full time employment, U3A may be a means of making new 

friends and participating in new activities. Although most of our membership would be 

described as “senior citizens” there is no minimum age. In fact, Lincoln U3A member, 

Dr Ed Chandler is a mere stripling of 34 and is eligible to join because he only works 

part-time and realised what excellent value for money U3A can be! 
 

For a modest annual fee members can join any number of groups which include     

sporting, social, creative or learning based activities. The current winner of 

“Mastermind”, Brian Chesney, belongs to Malvern U3A but, fear not, most of us are 

“average” - on a good day! 
 

One of the favourite songs of the ukulele group is entitled “Enjoy Yourself! It’s Later 

Than You Think” which I always thought sounded rather ominous but now just seems 

like thoroughly good advice! 

Chris Lucas 

Harleston U3A 

Coach Trip to National Maritime Museum, Greenwich  

Saturday 13th October  
 

               From Dickleburgh, cost £22 per person  

                  (coach only - museum entry is free)  
 

              Bookings: Rosemary Steer,  01379 854245.   

                   Payment is due by 28th September. 

wlmailhtml:%7bA94E73CC-2725-406A-9272-11B7EF06BE49%7dmid://00000004/!x-usc:http://www.harlestonchoralsoc.org.uk/
wlmailhtml:%7bA94E73CC-2725-406A-9272-11B7EF06BE49%7dmid://00000023/!x-usc:mailto:jo.curry@sky.com
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Pigeon Faster Than Broadband 

Broadband promised to unite the world with super-fast data delivery - but in South    

Africa it seems the web is still no faster than a humble pigeon. 
 

A Durban IT company pitted an 11-month-old bird armed with a 4GB memory stick 

against the ADSL service from the one of the country's biggest web firms. Winston, the 

pigeon, took two hours to carry the data 60 

miles - in the same time the ADSL had sent 

4% of the data. The web firm said it was not 

responsible for the company’s slow internet 

speeds.  
 

The idea for the race came when a member 

of staff at Unlimited IT complained about 

the speed of data transmission on ADSL. 

He said it would be faster by carrier pigeon.  
 

“We pride ourselves on being innovative,  

so we decided to test that statement,” said 

Unlimited's Kevin Rolfe.  
 

Winston took off from Unlimited IT's call centre in the town of Howick to deliver the 

memory stick to the firm's office in Durban. According to Winston's website there were 

strict rules in place to ensure he had no unfair advantage. They included ‘no cats        

allowed’ and ‘birdseed must not have any performance-enhancing seeds within’. 
  

The firm said Winston took one hour and eight minutes to fly between the offices and the 

data took another hour to upload on to their system. Mr Rolfe said the ADSL            

transmission of the same data size was about 4% complete in the same time. Hundreds of 

South Africans followed the race on social networking sites Facebook and Twitter.  
 

“Winston is over the moon,” Mr Rolfe said. “He is happy to be back at the office and is 

now just chilling with his friends.” 

Kevin Rolfe with Winston 

Biggles’ Philosophy 
 

 When you are flying, everything is all right or it is not all right. 

 If it is all right there is no need to worry. If it is not all right one of two things will 

happen. Either you will crash or you will not crash. 

 If you do not crash there is no need to worry. If you do crash one of two things is 

certain. Either you will be injured or you will not be injured. 

 If you are not injured there is no need to worry. If you are injured one of two things 

is certain. Either you will recover or you will not recover. 

 If you recover there is no need to worry. If you don't recover you can't worry.  
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Harleston Card and Party Shop 

The sad news (for us, not them) is that Karen and David Hart are retiring from the Card 

and Party shop in Harleston which they have run so successfully for so long.  
 

The good news (for all of us) is that the shop has been sold as a going concern so we will 

still be able to buy a wide range of cards and associated products. The new shop manager 

is Ellen Fleming and we wish her well – welcome to the party world, Ellen. 
 

One of the special things about this shop has always been the wonderful window displays 

that Karen created. The subject of her final one was, inevitably, retirement. We wish  

Karen and David many years to do all those things that they have had to put off up to 

now. 

Macmillan Tea Party and Photo Exhibition 
 

Saturday 29th September 

2.00 pm – 5.00 pm in the Jubilee Hall 
 

Come and support Macmillan Cancer Support and also vote for the village prize in this 

year’s Pigeon Post Photo competition. All pictures entered this year will be on display.  

 

Tea and cake will be on sale, plus a Tombola stall. 
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If you enjoy good food and drink and want to support local 

producers then make sure you are in Harleston on Saturday 

6th October. Once again there will be stalls in the Market 

Place between 9.30 am and 3.30 pm selling cakes and       

pastries, preserves and jams, cider, apple juice and fruit    

liqueurs, beautiful flowers and much more.  
 

There will be street food too – from Flying Chef,          

Pepperells, Waffle Works and Harleston’s Future amongst 

others. Once again Shotford Hall Farm and Hill Farm will 

be open for visitors with lots of exciting displays and the 

vintage bus will provide a free shuttle service. ‘Too Many 

Cooks’ will provide entertainment with songs new and old 

about the delights of food and drink. 
 

That’s not all! For the first time there will also be six Food and Drink Walks which will 

take place during the day and take in many of the local shops and eateries where samples 

will be provided. This is an ideal activity to do as a group of friends, family members or 

existing group - for further details follow the link from Food and Drink Walk on the 

home page at www.visitharleston.org.uk . 
 

Finally, we need your help. We want to run a stall selling second hand cook books. If 

you have any you would be willing to donate please take them into Robinson’s          

Stationers in Harleston as soon as possible and no later than 1st October. Thank you. 

Harleston Food and Drink Festival 

Two Pictures from Starston Church Fete 

Cakes Galore A Good Time Was Had By All 
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Heritage Weekends  
September 8th & 9th and September 15th & 16th 

This is a national event which Norfolk has adopted with great enthusiasm. Hundreds of 

heritage organisations open their doors to anyone who wishes to visit them. Entry is free. 

Not everyone is open on both weekends. Please check the brochure (available from HIP) 

or the internet for detailed information. 
 

Harleston & District Historical Society is taking part, once again, this year. We are    

putting on an exhibition in the Swan Hotel entitled ‘Shops and Shopping in Harleston 

over the last 200 years’. You will be able to see how much the town has changed in that 

time (or not!).  
 

The Museum, situated next to the main entrance to King George Hall, will also be open 

on both days. The main exhibits are a tribute to those Harleston men who served in 

WW1 and an exhibition about the town’s industrial heritage. 

 

Our exhibition is open on the first weekend only, September 8th & 9th 

Opening times – 10.00 am until 5.00 pm on both days 

Harleston & District  
Dementia Friendly Community 

The Forget-me-Not Café is open on the 3rd Thursday of every month at the Swift Piano 

Bar at the Swan Hotel, Harleston from 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm. At our next session on   

Thursday 20th September Darrin will be here again to entertain us. This month our Café 

is kindly sponsored by the Master and Members of the Faithfull Masonic Lodge.   
 

We provide  support and companionship to those in the community who are               

experiencing issues with their memory. Please be assured of a very warm, friendly     

welcome to everyone. The Carers’ Support Group at the Swan is on the same day as the 

Café. We started this informal Support Group to support and allow you to spend time 

together and with others in a similar situation, knowing that your loved ones are being 

supported too. 
 

Dementia Committee:  Can you help us? We need a Minutes Secretary for our Group, 

this will only involve a couple of Meetings a year – we are a very small group – so please 

if you can, come along and help us. 
 

For further information on any of the above please contact Pat on  

patricia.simmonds@mail.com or  01379 676557 
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County Council News 

Norfolk County Council has written to all Town and Parish Councils across the county 

about funding available for local highways projects through our parish partnership 

scheme. The County Council has allocated £325,000 on a 50/50 basis (there is an    

upper limit on NCC funding support of £25,000 per bid) to fund schemes put forward 

by Town and Parish Councils that are priorities for local communities. Acceptable 

schemes can be: small lengths of formal footway, trods (a simplified and low cost   

footway), improved crossing facilities, improvements to public rights of way or     

flashing signs to tackle speeding such as Speed Awareness Mobile Signs (SAM2) 
 

Following the successful installation of the technology at 29 libraries, Harleston       

Library has been selected for the next phase of the Open Library customer self-service 

project, which is due to be available in the autumn. In the libraries we have installed so 

far, we have seen a new audience attracted to the library and have some wonderful  

examples of how individuals and groups are now using the library in ways that they 

couldn't before. Members can sign up to become Open Library users and the services 

available to them will be: borrowing and returning books, printing, photocopying,   

internet access, free Wi-Fi and study space. This service will be available from 8.00 am 

- 7.00 pm Monday – Friday, 8.00 am – 4.00 pm on Saturday and 10.00 am – 4 pm on 

Sunday. 
 

NCC is holding its annual Hazardous Waste Days during September and October when 

the following items will be accepted free of charge: aerosols, fire extinguishers, garden 

pesticides and fertilizers, household chemicals and cleaners, photographic chemicals, 

paint and wood preservatives. All dates, times and venues are available on our website 

but in South Norfolk our site at Ketteringham Recycling Centre is open for hazardous 

waste on 21st, 22nd and 23rd September. 
 

Congratulations to local pub, Rushall Half Moon, for being awarded the quality mark 

from NCC. This award is part of the In Good Company campaign which recognises 

organisations which help to tackle loneliness in the county. 
 

Martin Wilby 

Glebe Meadow Honey 

Glebe Meadow bees have been active this summer, producing 

some beautiful amber coloured honey. You may have met the bees 

at the church fete on 4th August. If you would like some honey, 

please call me. As last year the ¾lb jars cost £4.00 and all        

proceeds go to supporting the Jubilee Hall. 

Peter Grimble 

852819 
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Answers to the August Crossword 

Local Films in September 

Pennoyers Film    (Pulham St Mary)                 

Title:  The Post  (12a) 

Date: Friday 21st September                  Time:  8.00 pm   

Cost: Adults £5.00 in advance, £5.50 on the door 

The Washington Post has to decide whether to publish illegally obtained and classified 

documents about the US government’s 30 year involvement in the Vietnam war. With 

potential huge risk to themselves (including prison), the paper’s owner and editor decide 

to go ahead.  

Booking advisable - phone 01379 676660. Ices available.  
 

Harleston Film  (Masonic Rooms, Thoroughfare, Harleston)  

Title:  The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society (12A)    

Date: Thursday 27th September  Time: 2.00 pm and 7.30 pm.  

Doors open ½ hour before.     

Cost: £4.00 Book with Harleston Information Plus on 01379 851917. 

In the aftermath of World War II, a writer forms an unexpected bond with the residents 

of Guernsey when she decides to write a book about their experiences during the war. 
 

Alburgh Film  (Alburgh Village Hall)  

Title:  Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society  (12A)   

Date: Friday 21st September    Time:  7.30 pm     Doors open 6.00 pm 

Cost: £4.00 on the door.               

In 1946 a London-based writer begins exchanging letters with residents on the island of 

Guernsey, which was German-occupied during WWII. Feeling compelled to visit the 

island, she starts to get a picture of what it was like during the occupation.  
 

Fish and Chips are back and are available to eat in the village hall from 6.00pm. 

Ice creams available in the interval. 

ACROSS 
 

1.    Sachsen 

5.    Braid 

8.    Conscientious  

9.    Elude 

10.  Lindane 

11.  Amidst 

12.  Devoid 

15.  Sceptre 

17.  Posit 

19.  Liechtenstein 

20.  Elsie 

21.  Addison 

 

DOWN 
 

1.    Sucre 

2.    Conduciveness 

3.    Secrets 

4.    Needle 

5.    Baton 

6.    Anomalousness 

7.    Descend 

11.  Absolve 

13.  Exposed 

14.  Peseta 

16.  Tahoe 

18.  Tenon  
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September Homophone Crossword by Zennor 

 1    2  3     4 

5   6  7        

         8    

      9       

10 11        12  13  

             

14   15        `6  

             

 17       18 19    

20   21  22        

23       24    25  

     26    27    

28             

CLUES ACROSS 
3.   Musical ensemble that may not be allowed           

to play (6) 

5.   Keep control of your temper especially when 

walking on the edge of the pavement (4) 

7.   What you did to yesterday’s clothes while going 

into battle (3) 

8.   Send someone to sleep with endless anecdotes 

about pigs (4) 

9.   A vetch, especially the common vetch but don’t 

rip it (4) 

10.  Something spotted previously, perhaps in             

a play (5) 

12.  Next in line to the throne, assuming they’re 

breathing (3) 

14.  A needle pulling thread, who cares? (2) 

15.  Noisy but permitted (7) 

16.  More than one and part of a transitive verb (2) 

17.  Kind of lettuce, maybe known in Greece (3) 

18.  Read by electricity people, one stride at a time (5) 

21.  Holds a door fastened but in Scotland it may be 

wet (4) 

23.  What you did yesterday when you were flat on 

your back on a country road (4) 

26.  To plant seeds. Is there a thread here? (3) 

27.  A bruised knee feeling which larks are good at (4) 

28.  A small area entirely surrounded by water but will 

the button go through? (6) 

CLUES DOWN 
1.     Oceanic vision (3) 

2.     Also not singular (3) 

3.     A donkey’s call on a hillside (4) 

4.     Expensive animal (4) 

6.     Baked there, done that, got the T-shirt (4) 

8.     A donkey’s call from yesterday gets in           

your hair (5) 

9.     Hurled into a hole and out the other side (7) 

11.   Abbreviated sweet on an old biplane (5) 

13.   List of duties perhaps for flying a helicopter (5)  

15.    Wight or Man in a nave or cinema (5) 

19.    To employ, perhaps with sheep (4) 

20.    If in the bed you’ll need to escape (4) 

22.    To hold a break together perhaps with a group of 

thespians (4) 

24.     Iron with wonder (3) 

25.     Using scales along a high road (3) 

 

 

‘Homophones’ are 

words which sound the 

same but are spelt     

differently and have 

different meanings. 

When you’ve answered 

the clue you then need to 

enter the homophone 

into the grid. So for  

example: 
 

Clue: Bend from the 

waist in the presence of 

royalty (5) 

Clue answer:  Bow    

Grid answer:  Bough 
 

Occasionally either 

homophone will fit. 
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Benefice Services in September 

Web Site for all information on the Benefice:     http://www.thebenefice.org.uk/ 

Key To Services 

HC:  Holy Communion PC: Parish Communion 

BCP: Book of Common Prayer SW: Sunday Worship 

CC: Café Church  

Starston PCC Secretary:  Ruth Cawcutt.  

Tel: 01379  852087  Email: rcawcutt1@btinternet.com 

 

 

2nd 

Trinity 14 

9th 

Trinity 15 

16th  

Trinity 16 

23rd 

Trinity 17 

30th  

Trinity 18 

Dickle-

burgh 

9.30am         

PC 

9.30am  

BCP Service 

9.30am         

PC 

10.00am 

Benefice 

Communion 

9.30am         

All Age  
Communion 

Pulham  

Market 

8.00am HC 

10.45am       
 Memorial Hall 

9.30am         
HC 

9.30am         
SW 

 

9.30am 
HC 

6.30pm 

Celebration 

Pulham  

St Mary 

9.30am 

Patronal Festival 

9.30am 

BCP Matins 

 

 

11.00am         

Harvest 

Festival 
 

 

 

8.00am  

BCP  

Communion 
9.30am Messy 

Church  

Rushall 
11.00am   

HC 

11.00am         

SW 

11.00am         

SW 
 

11.00am  

Patronal Festival 

Starston 

11.00am  

Battle of Britain 

 

11.00am   
BCP  

Communion 

 

11.00am  

Great and  

Small 

 

11.00am   

BCP           

Communion 

Thelveton 

 

11.00am  

BCP Matins 

With  

Dickleburgh 

11.00am  

Harvest 
 

11.00am 

HC 
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Starston Parish Council 

Martin Wilby County 01379 741504 martin.wilby@norfolk.gov.uk  

Clayton Hudson District 01379 676259 chudson@s-norfolk.gov.uk  

Community Services  

Starston Village Web Site:  www.starstonvillage.co.uk  

Local Councillors 

Ann Leitch Chairman 01379 423387 a_leitch@live.co.uk 

Janet Broadhurst  01379 853480 janetbroadhurst@aol.com 

Sam Carter  Not available sam@samuelcarter.com 

Chris Doughty  Not available chrismartindoughty@gmail.com 

Bobbie Formston Tree Warden 01379 853042 jformston07@talktalk.net 

John Formston Footpaths 01379 853042 jformston07@talktalk.net 

Richard Franklin richard.franklin@hotmail.co.uk  01379 854726 

Clare Crane               Clerk to the Council and RFO          01379  608590 

To contact Starston Parish Council:  starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Local Buses - from Starston to Harleston and 

Starston to Long Stratton and Norwich 

For information  

Ring:  0871 200 22 33 

Border Hoppa - dial-a-ride service  Ring:  01379 854800  

Police - (non-emergency) Ring:  101 

Safer Neighbourhood Team          Email: sntharleston@norfolk.pnn.police.uk  

Report Power Cuts Ring 105 

NHS Emergency & Urgent Care Services 

(Including Emergency out of hours chemist) 

Ring:  111 

when it’s less urgent than 999 

Refuse Collection and Queries Ring: 01508 533830 

Harleston Information Plus  Ring: 01379 851917 

hip@harleston-norfolk.org.uk 
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Brick  Work, General Building, 

Hard Landscaping etc 
 

01379 853471 or 07939 144446 


