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Distribution 
Pigeon Post is delivered free to every home in Starston.   

It can also be sent by email in PDF format.  
To request a PDF version please contact the Co-ordinating Editor. 

Whilst the editorial team do not necessarily agree with the opinions expressed by contributors, 
they believe that the magazine is available for local people to air their views. Letters to the Editor 
must be signed. The Editor reserves the right to alter or amend any copy received.           
Items for inclusion in the next issue MUST reach the Co-ordinating Editor by the 12th of the   
preceding month, (usually earlier in December). Space in the magazine will be allocated on a first 
come, first served basis. Photos and pictures are welcome and will be used wherever possible.  

Please send copy by e-mail to: editor@pigeonpost.org.uk 

Advertising 
For advertising rates please contact  

 

 Liz Stacey: Tel: 01379 853427   Email: elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 
 

or Michael Bartlett: Tel: 01379 852318   Email: editor@pigeonpost.org.uk       

If you know of any new residents in the village please tell Norman Steer (854245)  
or Michael Bartlett (852318) so that we can welcome them in Pigeon Post.  

‘For Starston People’                                    Copyright  2018 PIGEON POST 
The Production Team 

Co-ordinating Editor: Michael Bartlett:          The Red Cottage, The Street 
Tel: 852318                  Email:  editor@pigeonpost.org.uk       

Deputy Editor:   Sue Moore:                   Cranes Watering Farm, Rushall Road 
Tel:  852387                 Email:  suemoore0717@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Mandy Carter:              Brick Kiln Farm, Cross Roads 
Tel: 854600                  Email:  mcarter@carrotech.com 

Advertising Manager: Liz Stacey:                   The Old Coach House, Starston 
Tel: 853427                  Email:  elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 

Webmaster: Christina Davies:          Email:  davieschristina@btinternet.com 

Distribution  
Organiser:  

Brian Greathead:           Cart Lodge Barn, Church Hill  
Tel: 852352                  Email:  b.greathead@btinternet.com 

Distributors include: Brenda & David Beech, Sarah Beech, Mandy Carter, Patricia 
Lombe-Taylor, Alison Miners, Rosemary Steer, Anita        
Weatherley, Liz Woodley and others.  

ISSUE EDITOR SUE MOORE 
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                         V i l l a g e  D ia r y      

 Sunday 7th October 5 pm 

 Harvest Festival followed by Supper- Jubilee Hall - See Page 5 

   Saturday 13th October 7.30 pm 

 War Girls– A Tribute to the Armistice– Jubilee Hall– See  Page 8 

 Saturday 3rd November 4.30 pm – See Page  16 

 Youth Club Fireworks Party - Jubilee Hall 

 Saturday 17th November 7.30 pm 

 French Evening- Jubilee Hall 

  Tuesday 20th November 7.30 pm 

 Parish Council Meeting- Jubilee Hall 
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Final Copy Date for November edition: 
12.00 Noon - Friday 12th October 

 

To Book the Jubilee Hall - Contact the Bookings Manager:               
 

Robert Wood:  01379 852535 or Email: starstonrobert@gmail.com 
Deputy: Joy Brooks: 01379 854755 or joybrooks2007@yahoo.co.uk 

Let us know of anything happening in the village for this Diary page 
 

Personal adverts and events are free so long as they are not for personal profit   
 

Like us on Facebook http://facebook.com/starstonvillagenorfolk 
 

Starston Village Website: http://starstonvillage.co.uk/ 
 

Jubilee Hall Wi-Fi Hot Spot: Network: Jubilee Hall  Password: Starston 
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ALM Taxis.. 
   “Getting you to your destination safely, 

on time and very competitively priced” 

 

Airport Transfers 

Chauffeur Services 

Seaters 4, 5, 6, 8 

Long or Short Distance 

Contract Work Welcomed 

 

01379 608602 
 

www.almtaxis.co.uk 
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Around and About the Village 

 
Did you jive in 55?     

                                           
Tuesday 2nd October 7.30 pm Denton 
Village Hall - all members welcome.  
It is based on the period between 1955 and 
1963 and depicts some of the UK and 
American rock and pop stars of the      
period.  The presentation comprises of 
photographs, some of them unique, hit 
record clips and full songs and radio show 
excerpts. It has been found that all        
audiences love to singalong with the hits, 
perhaps remembering where they were 
when they first heard the songs.  
£4 entry on door  include refreshments  
Email:  bevchilvers@gmail.com  
Tel:  01986 78817 
 
Harvest Quiz 

 

Friday 5th October Alburgh Village Hall 
7.30 pm prompt start, doors open from 
6.45 pm. Pre-booked tickets available at £7 
per head to include a Ploughmans supper 
Contact 01986 788732 for tickets. Prizes 
for the winning table - Raffle – Bar.  
In aid of All Saints Church 
 

  
Harleston Applefest 
 
Saturday 6th October 2018 
Applefest Food & Drink Street Market - 
part of the Waveney Valley Food and 
Drink Festival highlighting locally  
produced food, drink, arts and crafts.  
Harleston Town Centre - 9:30 to 3:30   
 
Alburgh Village Hall 
 
Saturday 20th October 
Mowtown, Sixties & More 
With Mark Anthony 
Book Early! Ticket only admission 
Tickets £12.50 
Includes  knife & fork buffet 
6.45 to 7.45 doors open 6.15 performance 
starts 8pm 
01986 788934/ 788732 
 
Pennoyer Centre 
 
Tania Harrington Exhibition 
26th September—18th October 
Art from recycled and kitchen materials 
Normal Centre opening hours 

HARVEST FESTIVAL  
& 

SUPPER 
 

Harvest Festival this year will be on Sunday, 7th October, 2018 at 5.00 p.m., in the 
JUBILEE Hall.  This will be followed by Harvest Supper at the Coach House, 
Starston Place, by kind permission of Julian and Philippa Taylor.  Tickets are £10, 
children up to 12 years £5.00 each, under 5 free. Numbers are limited to 50, so hurry 
and order your tickets from either of the following:- 

Ruth Cawcutt – 852087 
John Formston – 853042 

Starston PCC 
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Notes From The Editors 

 
October, it hardly seems possible, but at least this year we can’t complain about the 
summer weather.  Autumn is much more acceptable when you’re not thinking to  
yourself ‘did we have a summer?’.   
 
I’m pleased to report that I have a little bit of good news.  I am editing this month’s  
Pigeon with the assistance of a prospective new editor; I’ll leave him to introduce  
himself later.  It’s not the end of our search by any means , but it is a glimmer of hope, 
and as things stand we hope to be bringing you your magazine at least throughout the 
winter.  More than that we cannot say, as keeping it going with only two editors is a 
challenge. 
 
When I started this job I had absolutely no idea how to do it, but I had a good teacher.  
If you are still wondering if you could do it give Michael or me a call.  You will need a 
PC, it can’t be done with an iPad.  And if there is a young person in your family that 
might want to enhance their future CV with some voluntary community work, or is 
looking to a career in journalism for example, please encourage them too, after all they 
are probably more IT literate than all of us put together.   

Sue 

 
Some two years ago we moved into Starston. We fell in love with the position of Yew 
Tree Cottage and thought to be well away from the other villagers, expecting them to 
be NFNs, well some of them. Actually we have found the people here to be friendly 
and they encourage a real sense of belonging. 
 
So I thought I had better join in. I am sure I could appear to be relatively ‘normal’. 
 
Hence I am trying out editing. Never done it before but it would be such a shame to 
lose such a well presented village magazine. So what is the worst that can happen—I 
can make a mess of it and Michael has to be blackmailed to do it for a bit longer. 
 
So I have had a go, with both Michael’s and Sue’s help. Sue is the boss this month 
but if she discovers that I am not too bad  perhaps she will let me do some more next 
year. 

        Chris 
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War Girls 

 

Starston’s Armistice Year Tribute to the 1st World War 
 

Saturday 13th October 
7.30 pm in the Jubilee Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The performance this evening 
will tell the story of women in 
the 1st World War through   
letters, reports, poems and 
songs. The performers are    
Eileen Ryan, Roberta Pumer and 
Dee Palmer. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are still some tickets available but they must 
be reserved in advance. They cost £10 and are     
available from Michael Bartlett on 01379 852318 or 
mike@jack-ilott.co.uk  

mailto:mike@jack-ilott.co.uk
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Sponsored by the East Of England Co Op 
 
The photo competition was well supported again and at time 
of going to press the photos were with the judge.  If you’re 
reading this before 29th September then don't forget you can 
come along to the Jubilee Hall between 2 & 5pm that         
afternoon and vote for your favourite.  There will be three 
cash prizes in each category (Adult & Junior). The results will 
be published in the November edition of the Pigeon. 
 
 

Photo Competition 

Jubilee Hall Photo Appeal 
 
The Jubilee Hall Management Committee is planning a display board to hang in the 
vestibule of the Hall about how the building was first acquired and its official opening 
by the then Lord Lieutenant of Norfolk, Sir Timothy Colman, in 1978. We have 
tracked down some photos of the opening in the EDP archive but we are now looking 
for any other photos of the hall from around that time. 
 
We would particularly like any pictures of the ‘cow byre’ on The Rectory land before 
the conversion to the Hall began. Also any pictures of the original conversion work 
and the Hall itself in its early years. 
 
If you can help then please contact me. Any photos can be scanned and returned. 
 

Michael Bartlett 

Starston Fete & BBQ  
 
Another successful and enjoyable evening at Starston Place courtesy of Julian and    
Philippa.  The customary stalls and games did their usual roaring trade and Ann Leitch 
and her youth club helpers organised a series of children’s sports and games. The warm, 
balmy evening ensured that the Pimms and ale bar ran dry and Dann’s ice cream went 
down well too. The photo in last month’s PP showed what a wonderful array of cakes 
and savouries the village bakers produce. The Bee Group had a display with a selection 
of their excellent honey to sample and purchase.   
It is not practical to thank everyone individually who helped make this such a successful 
event but thank you ALL for helping to set up, run and then taking everything down 
again afterwards.  It was a mammoth effort and overall resulted in a profit of  £1,727 
toward church expenses. 
Thank you   Starston PCC 
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In 1889, two groups of ladies gathered over tea, in Manchester and Croydon, to lament 
the plight of the birds. Neither group yet knew about the other, but all shared a horror for 
the fashions of the day. If the male ornithologists would do nothing to save the birds 
from ‘murderous millinery’ - well then, the women would. 
 
Some of you will be familiar with this story. The campaign against feathered hats 
marked the birth of the RSPB. But few will have heard of the woman at its heart: the 
magnificent Etta Lemon. Etta has not been remembered by posterity. There are no    
statues of her likeness in Westminster, as there are of Emmeline Pankhurst and Millicent 
Fawcett. Yet she was, in her way, equally radical and heroic. 
 
Etta led the crusade to change attitudes, in an era of callous indifference. “People like 
birds for three reasons,” said the wildlife artist Henry Stacy Marks, wearily, in 1889. 
“To shoot. To eat. To wear.” Two years later, the Manchester and Croydon groups had 
merged, becoming the Society for the Protection of Birds. Etta Lemon drove the       
tentative society onwards - 30 years onwards - to victory in Parliament and a plumage 
importation ban. 
 
It was Mrs Lemon who masterminded the campaign to save the snowy egret, a bird 
whose nuptial feathers were being culled by the ton for that must-have Edwardian 
adornment known as the ‘osprey’. The original ‘operation osprey’ had nothing to do 
with the fish eagle. Rather, it saw 154 local secretaries take the battle directly to the  
millinery counter and the department store. Did the women of Britain have any idea of 
the high cost of this cruel fashion? For just one ounce of ‘osprey’ feathers, four snowy 
egrets had to die, while their chicks perished of starvation. By 1903, an ounce was worth 
twice its weight in gold. 
 
Bringing to life the battles and dramas of the ‘feather fight’ has taken me on a           
fascinating journey to some unexpected corners of society, from the exploited female 
feather workers of London's East End, to the ruthless egret hunters of Florida's          
Everglades. 
 
I have tried to imagine what a pathetic wreath of bullfinches might look like when worn 
on a hat, and to envisage the ‘double mount’ of two birds on one hat, as described by the 
Millinery Record. 
 
As for the purple feather of my book's title: Mrs Pankhurst was a regular and indifferent 
wearer of exotic bird skins, believing that women's rights came before animal rights. 
Mrs Pankhurst and Mrs Lemon clashed, and not only over feathered hats. Etta was    
emphatically not a feminist. For her, all that mattered were the birds.  

Tessa Boase 
This article is reproduced from Nature’s Home by kind permission of the RSPB and 
the author Tessa Boase. Tessa’s book ‘Mrs Pankhurst’s Purple Feather’ is published 
by Aurum Press and is available via the RSPB bookshop, as an e-book or as an audio 
book from Audible. 

The Women Who Saved The Birds 
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Notes From A Reluctant Starston Gardener 

No Shaman doing a rain dance in front of a crowd of his villagers could have been half 
as pleased as I was when the rain finally came and I could have some time off from   
garden watering duties. But let’s make it absolutely clear. I did not don a grass skirt and 
leap up and down next to the currant bushes rattling maracas in my hands. (Perhaps I 
should have done – could have sold tickets). No, my relief simply came from a change in 
the climatic conditions.  
 
So the vegetables are under control but the rest isn’t. With the real ‘Dee The Gardener’ 
still unable to move fast or far under her own steam (and not at all if it involves hills, 
slopes or uneven paths), the rest of our Starston Garden is not in its usual happy state. In 
the front garden the Buddleia has virtually blocked the path round to the back door to the 
point where I need a visa in my passport to reach the rubbish bins. Now it has also spread 
over the wall and is making threatening gestures to passing traffic.   
 
The elephant grass is well out of hand and looking at it through our study window I 
could be persuaded that there could even be an elephant or two hiding somewhere inside 
the cluster. The wild flower meadow next to our vegetable garden is more ‘wild’ than 
‘flower’ but I suspect that D the G will soon bring that back in line when she is back on 
the job. The Russian Vine has wrapped itself tenderly around the greenhouse to the point 
where you virtually need a machete to get inside. Machete…! Now there’s a thought. I 
don’t like to get butch with most plants because I’ll probably kill them, but I seem to 
remember that a Russian Vine is virtually indestructible. Hmm. Wonder where Dee 
keeps the shears. The pond can still be glimpsed through the swamp-like vegetation, 
glimpsed enough to see the water level is low. Is that due to evaporation or a leak in the 
liner? I’ll wait to see what happens in winter before coming to a conclusion.  
 
On the plus side the Begonias in the planters along the side of the drive are doing well. 
(No, of course I didn’t know what they were until I was told – I just watered them). The 
pots of herbs are looking healthy, though the mint moans bitterly about being confined in 
a pot when its natural instinct is to mount a blitzkrieg over the whole garden. 

 
The real D the G often offers a   
Topical Tip so here’s mine. If your 
views on horticulture are the same as 
mine, marry a gardener. 

 
Mike The Reluctant Gardener 
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British Summer Time 

This year BST ends at 2.00 am on Sunday 28th October when the clocks go back one 
hour. But why do we do this ‘clock fiddling’ twice a year? 
 

The idea of summer time or daylight saving time was first suggested by Benjamin 
Franklin in 1784, but it was first seriously proposed in Britain in 1907 by a keen      
horse-rider, William Willett, who was incensed at the 'waste' of useful daylight first 
thing in the morning during summer. His original proposal was to move the clocks   
forward by 80 minutes, in 20-minute weekly steps on Sundays in April and by the    
reverse procedure in September.  The year after Willett’s death in 1915, Germany  
adopted daylight saving time. Not to be disadvantaged at a time of war, the UK did the 
same. During the Second World War, British Double Summer Time (two hours in    
advance of GMT) was temporarily introduced and was used for the period when       
normally ordinary summer time would have been in force. During the winter, clocks 
were kept one hour in advance of GMT to increase productivity. 
 

With the war over, Britain returned to British Summer Time as before except for a brief 
trial between 1968 and 1971 when the clocks went forward but did not go back. The 
trial was deemed unsuccessful and abandoned. 
 

Campaigners, including the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA), 
have made recommendations that British Summer Time be maintained during the winter 
months, and that a ‘double summertime’ be applied to the current British Summer Time 
period. RoSPA has suggested that this would reduce the number of accidents over this 
period as a result of the lighter evenings.  
 

These proposals are opposed by some farmers and other outdoor workers and by many 
residents of Scotland and Northern Ireland, as it would mean that in the north the winter 
sunrise would not occur until 10.00 am or even later. However, in March 2010, the   
National Farmers' Union indicated that it was not against Single/Double Summer Time, 
with many farmers expressing a preference for the change. Other opponents of daylight 
saving measures say that darker mornings, especially in Scotland, could affect children 
going to school and people travelling to work. 
 

When the clocks first changed in 1916, there were concerns that delicate striking clocks 
could be damaged by people trying to force the hands back an hour. Official warnings 
and guidelines were printed in newspapers and magazines to reduce the number of clock 
‘casualties’. 
 

For others, changing the clocks was a well-established practice. One example is King 
Edward VII who enjoyed hunting at his country estate in Sandringham, Norfolk. He 
wanted to make the most of the daylight and so in 1901, he stipulated that all clocks on 
the estate should run 30 minutes fast, thus creating his own ‘Sandringham Time’. It must 
have been very confusing for guests!  
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Not Just A Terrcotta Army 

 
Most of us will have heard of the Terracotta Army, 
that vast array of clay statues discovered by a farmer 
digging a well in 1974.  The Army is in fact just a 
small part of a huge array of items covering an area of 
approximately 40 square miles and surrounding a yet 
to be excavated tomb of the first Emperor of China, 
Qin Shi Huang, who died 210BCE.  In those days  
China covered a smaller area than it does today, but 
even so, within his lifetime a census revealed a      
population of around 60 million. He died relatively 
young of no known cause, although of course       
nowadays we might be suspicious of the powdered 
jade and mercury, which he ingested with the aim of 
prolonging his life. 
 
The army itself comprises of around 8000 foot soldiers 
as well as numerable horses and chariots, many of 
them life size or bigger.  There are also musicians, 

acrobats and officials depicted in the clay.  Anyone who has ever tried to fire a clay pot 
will realise how difficult making and   
firing these figures must have been.   
 
When and if the tomb is ever excavated it 
will be interesting to see what they find.  
Accounts written around the time of the 
interment suggest that the tomb is        
surrounded by rivers of mercury, and soil 
samples taken from the surrounding area 
do indeed contain higher levels than    
expected of this metal.  Only a small part 
of this very large area has so far been  
excavated, so we can be sure that there are 
probably many further secrets to be     
revealed in the future. 
 
An exhibition now tours the world taking 
the story to those of us that can’t get to 
China to see the real thing; it has just been 
to the UK for the 2nd time, it leaves this 
month.  It's worth a look next time it 
comes this way. 

 
Sue 
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Maritime Festivals 

Yarmouth, UK and Stavanger; Norway 
 
Brian and I visited the Yarmouth Maritime Festival today, Sunday 9th September on a 
lovely sunny day.  We had a fascinating day out, clambering over the restored ‘Lydia 
Eva’, the last drift trawler to be built at King’s Lynn boat yard in the 1930’s, listening to 
fabulous shanty singers and eating fish and chips.  We really enjoyed it.   
 
We recalled another Maritime Festival we visited last month during August in          
Stavanger, Norway.  A much bigger festival and many more boats but equally          
enjoyable.  This year we spent five weeks, staying not far from the harbour and old and 
new towns and joined in many of the local festivals.   

 
Their maritime festival was a four day stop over for the Tall Ships Race and there were 
71 sailing ships in the small harbour moored two or three deep. Some were huge      
impressive vessels with many masts and sails from Russia, Germany, France, Poland 
and Norway and our favourite from India complete with Bollywood music and dancing 
by the crew; others were small historic yachts.   
 
The Race began in Sunderland calling at Esbjerg, Denmark and would continue on to 
Harlingen in Holland.  The race was about teaching young people to sail and work as 
international teams.  
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A Reminder of  Summer 

 
The finale on the last afternoon was all the sailing ships, some with sails rigged and men 
aloft followed by streams of small boats, sail and motor escorting them down the fjord to 
the start of the next stage. 

Christina and Brian Greathead  
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Whiz & Sparkle! 

 

Starston Youth Club Fireworks Party  
Saturday  3rd November 4.30 pm – 5.30 pm 
 
 
Over ninety children 
and adults enjoyed 
last year’s fireworks 
party on the Glebe 
Meadow and in the 
Jubilee Hall. If you 
would like to come 
along this year, please 
can you advise Sam 
Bow or Ann Leitch by 
Friday 19th October, 
so we know numbers for catering arrangements.  
  
There is a minimum donation of £4 per individual, which includes a hot dog (locally 
produced pork sausages), cup cakes, hot/cold drinks and a firework display lasting 8-10 
minutes. The professional fireworks are purchased from a local company, having been 
imported from China. We receive a 10% discount as a community group, but have 
been advised that the cost of fireworks this year has increased significantly. Hence, if 
you can contribute a bit more or make a donation towards this village event, it is much 
appreciated and will ensure a spectacular fireworks display. 
As the fireworks party requires around 14 volunteers to  run the event (road marshals, 
cooks, people to light the fireworks display, safety fence erectors), please contact Ann 
Leitch if you would be willing to help. Tel: 01379 423387. 

 
The first documented use of fireworks in England was to celebrate the wedding of   
Henry VII in 1486. Queen Elizabeth I enjoyed them so much that she appointed a      

Fire Master to organise displays. 
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The Help Hub 

 
 
Everybody needs a bit of extra support from time to time and the South Norfolk Help 
Hub makes sure people get that help as soon as possible, if they begin to experience 
difficulties.  
 
Getting help early can stop problems from getting worse. It might be only a small 
problem, like a broken washing machine or feeling a little isolated, but if it’s difficult 
to find a solution straightaway a small problem can grow and lead to more worries. 
 
The Help Hub is a partnership between organisations that support people in South 
Norfolk. It can offer practical support, advice and guidance to get you back on track. 
 
Some examples of problems might be: bullying,  child or domestic abuse, debt ,   
mental health, teenage relationships, training and careers, hate crime, handyperson 
service. 
 
How to get help: 
Visit  www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/residents/south-norfolk-help-hub  You can use 
this site to contact one of our Community Connectors, located across South Norfolk, 
who can give you information about services and support available.  

You can also Complete an online request form for help 
Call us on 01508 533933 
Text ADVICE followed by your message to 87007. 
 

Wandering Cat 
 
 
I have a grey tabby cat who is 4 years old, though he only looks about 2. He regularly 
goes missing for several days at a time from my home in Cross Road and I suspect he 
is being fed elsewhere as when he returns he is in good condition. He is microchipped 
and has recently been wormed and de-fleaed.  
I would be grateful if whoever is feeding him would stop as I would like him home 
permanently but if you feel he is happier with you then please let me know and we’ll 
see if we can arrange something. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Terry Kirt 
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Congratulations to  all of the youngsters that took part in the annual Big Summer Read, 
organised by all of our libraries across the county.  I was pleased to present the medals 
to the youngsters that took part, at the Harleston library and say a big “thank you” to the 
staff and local volunteer Molly, who always help with this project. Good luck to Molly 
and all of the students at Archbishop Sancroft school in their studies for the coming 
year. 
 
Norfolk has officially recycled one million tonnes of waste since the set up for          
recycling in 2004.  The recycling waste that is collected in our green bins is taken to the 
Materials Recycling Facility at Costessey, where the material is checked for quality, 
sorted by material, and then baled up to be sent on, to be recycled.  The waste recycled 
by Norfolk includes paper, cardboard, plastics, glass, tin and aluminium, 75% of this is 
used within the UK.  The three key rules when recycling in Norfolk are to rinse your 
recyclables out, let them dry and put them loose into your recycling bin.  Nothing in 
bags please and definitely No Nappies. 
 
During the summer NCCs road safety team and the fire service checked a record number 
of Child car seats.  Over 1,645 were checked and 629 faults were uncovered which is a 
38% fault rate.  Child car seats are a legal requirement in the UK and make children far 
less likely to be seriously hurt in a collision, but they must be correctly fitted and      
adjusted to offer maximum protection.  To get your seat checked you can arrange an 
appointment directly with the road safety team by emailing roadsafety@norfolk.gov.uk. 
 
This October people across the county are being encouraged to dust off their walking 
boots and jump on their bikes for the Walking and Cycling festival which aims to     
encourage people to get outdoors and celebrate what the county has to offer. The festival 
will run from October 1-30th and a number of pre-bookable events are available. You are 
encouraged to browse this year's festival program for a full list of events taking place. 
Details can be found at norfolkwalkingfestival.co.uk  
 
The search across the county for ‘environment heroes’ is officially on, as the Norwich 
and Norfolk Eco awards opens for applications.  The aim of the awards is to celebrate 
projects and schemes that demonstrate a commitment to an environmentally-friendly 
ethos, while giving, often unsung individuals and groups a platform to showcase their 
achievements.  The six categories are: Eco Hero – the people's vote: Eco food producer: 
Eco primary school: Eco secondary school: Eco community group: Eco small/medium 
business.  The Eco awards are free to enter and are open for entries until Tuesday 4 th 
December.  All information is available at www.norfolk.gov.uk/ecoawards   
 
My next surgery is at HIP on Saturday November 10th at 10am. 
 
Martin Wilby 
 
 
 

County Council Report 

mailto:roadsafety@norfolk.gov.uk
http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/ecoawards
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Starston Neighbourhood Plan 2020 to 2040  
 
 
 
 
 
The launch workshop for developing a Starston Neighbourhood Plan over the next 18 
months was held on Saturday 1st September 2018 in the Jubilee Hall.  Comments from 
participants included:- 

“I really enjoyed the session” - “Surprisingly interesting” 
“Really good …… we really need this project” 
“I have already learned an immense amount just from being in the room for a 
day! Rachel is perfect to guide along the path.” 

The Starston Neighbourhood Plan is your community-led document for guiding the  
future development of the parish. It is about the use and development of land and    
buildings over the next 20 years.    
The Neighbourhood Plan is fundamentally different to the Parish Plan published in 
2008, which was essentially a community audit.  However, our Neighbourhood Plan will 
build on the foundations of the excellent work that was undertaken to create the Parish 
Plan (a copy can be found in the Parish Council section of the village website). 
The Steering Group for the Neighbourhood Plan is currently 6 people:- 
 
Janet Broadhurst – Parish Councillor— Sam Carter – Parish Councillor 
Chris Doughty – Parish Councillor— Patrick Gray – Starston Resident 
Peter Grimble – Chairman of the Starston Parish Plan & Jubilee Hall Trustee 
Ann Leitch – Parish Council Chairman 
 
This group is supported by Rachel Leggett who has expertise in the design and delivery 
of  community engagement.  Rachel has been involved in the development of a number 
of Neighbourhood Plans, including those for Blofield, Mattishall, Rackheath, Horsford, 
Wroxham and Swaffham.   If you would like to know more about Rachel or see     
Neighbourhood Plans that she has been involved with, do review her website at 
www.rachelleggett.co.uk. 
The Steering Group intends to meet monthly, except for December and August.  It will 
steer the development of the Neighbourhood Plan including the community consultation 
process. The production of a Starston Neighbourhood Plan is being funded by grants 
from South Norfolk District Council (£6,000 awarded) and Locality (grant application in 
progress, see website https://neighbourhoodplanning.org). 
Regular progress updates will be available via Parish Council meetings, Pigeon Post and 
there will also be a section on the Neighbourhood Plan on the village website.           

Consultation events will be held in the Jubilee Hall – dates will be advised in due course. 
If you have any queries, please contact any member of the Steering Group. 

Starston Neighbourhood Plan 

http://www.rachelleggett.co.uk/
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/
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Childhood Illusions 

I am 7 years old and I am wearing a black waistcoat with silver stars on it, a Stetson on 
my head, a gun belt and holster with a cap gun ready for the draw and plastic spurs on 
the ankles. The spurs keep tripping me up and I don’t really need them to speed up the 
rocking horse that is going to propel me into battle against the baddies. I am, of course, 
a cowboy. 
 

Those were the days when my heroes were Billy the Kid, Wild Bill Hickok, Buffalo 
Bill and together we would fight Geronimo, Sitting Bull, the Comanche, the Apache 
and so on. All my knowledge of the wild west was gained through comics of course. I 
was much older before I understood that my ‘heroes’ were mostly nasty pieces of work, 
violent, dishonest and unprincipled and that the ‘Indians’ who came roaring over the 
hill firing arrows in all directions were actually the victims of white America’s attempt 
at ethnic cleansing.  
 

I also had the classic dream of being an engine 
driver – steam trains of course – an ambition that 
puzzles me now from the vantage point of       
adulthood. But back then I would drift off to sleep 
imagining myself roaring into Westgate station 
(Westgate was our family holiday place) at the  
controls of a 4-6-2 Battle Of Britain locomotive, 
watching the amazement on my uncle’s face as he 
realised who was driving. On reflection at the age 
of 7 I’d not have been tall enough to reach the   
controls or see out of the window but logic does not 
apply to dreams. 
 

That same 7 year old longed to be grown up. Why? 
Probably because then no-one could tell me that I’d 
eaten too much chocolate or make me wash my 
knees before I could have my tea. Cycling to school 
in my early teens, I remember thinking “If I didn’t 
have to go to school I could ride off anywhere, the 
countryside, a river or just find a quiet corner and 
read what I wanted to read, not something from the 
syllabus.” Was it freedom I was craving or just 
wanting to break the daily routine in some way? Who knows. 
 

Now looking back more than 60 years later it is interesting to wonder what it was I 
longed for. The grown-up world that I envied was, of course, the grown-up world that 
existed at that time. It never occurred to me that by the time I reached the age my    
parents were then, that the world might have changed, that the world I longed to join 
would be gone for ever, not necessarily better or worse but certainly different. 
And the moral? Goodness knows. Perhaps “Enjoy the moment” would cover it. 

Michael 
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Answers to the September Crossword 

Local Films in October 

 
Pennoyers Film    (Pulham St Mary)                 
Title:  The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society (12a) 
Date: Friday 19th October                  Time:  8.00 pm   Bar opens 7.15pm 
Cost: Adults £5.00 in advance, £5.50 on the door 
After World War II, a young writer forms a close bond with a group of friends who 
shared experiences during the Nazi occupation of Guernsey.  Her trip from London to 
meet them changes lives forever. 
Booking advisable - phone 01379 676660. Ices available during the interval.  
 

Harleston Film  (Masonic Rooms, Thoroughfare, Harleston)  
Title:  Journey’s End   (12A)    
Date: Thursday 25th October    Time: 2.00 pm and 7.30 pm.  
Doors open ½ hour before.     
Cost: £4.00 Book with Harleston Information Plus on 01379 851917. 
Set in a dugout in Aisne in 1918, it is the story of a group of British officers, led by the 
mentally disintegrating young officer Stanhope, as they await their fate. 
 
Alburgh Film  (Alburgh Village Hall)  
Title:  The Hatton Garden Job  (12A)   
Date: Friday 19th October   Time:  7.30 pm     Doors open 6.00 pm 
Cost: £4.00 on the door.               
In April of 2015, four elderly men burgled almost £200 million from the Hatton Garden 
Safe Deposit Company in London  
Fish and Chips are back and are available to eat in the village hall from 6.00pm. 
Ice creams available in the interval. 

ACROSS 
 

3.   Banned 
5.   Kerb 
7.   War 
8.   Bore 
9.   Tear 
10.  Scene 
12.  Air 
14.  So 
15.  Allowed 
16.  To 
17.  Kos 
18.  Metre 

21.  Loch 
23.  Lane 
26.  Sew or Sow 
27.  Soar 

28. Eyelet  
 

DOWN 
 

1.     Sea or See 
2.     Two 
3.     Brae 
4.     Deer 
6.     Bean or Been 
8.     Braid 

9.     Through 
11.   Chock 
13.   Rotor  
15.    Aisle 
19.    Ewes 
20.    Flee 
22.    Cast 
24.     Awe 
25.     Way 
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October Crossword by Jacky Duck 

1 2  3  4  5  6    

           7  

8         9    

             

10      11       

     12        

13 14      15  16    

             

17   18     19   20  

       21      

22     23        

             

  24       25    

CLUES ACROSS 
 

1.   Do this to banns, or data, or maybe 
behind (4)  

4.   You could do this to data too, or just let 
it flow (6)  

8.   A paper flag (8)  
9.   A subject for an arboriculturist (4)  
10. Chitty Chitty Bang Bang’s        

Scrumptious (5)  
11. Entangle, or an inner part of          

something (7)  
13. Discontinued, not renewed (6)  
15. Unrefined (6)  
17. The real thing (7)  
19. Hooked, like a nose (5)  
22. A variant of a Muslim honorary title (4)  
23. Painful act of a toenail (8)  
24. Fabric with a colourful diamond shaped 

pattern (6)  
25. Fail to hold onto (4)  

 
 

CLUES DOWN 
 

2.   Plymouth to Newport since 1960 
(1,1,1,1,1)  

3.   These come in threes (7)  
4.   Unchanged (4)  
5.   He could be doing the race all over 

again (8)  
6.   Raised structure for offerings or      

rites (5)  
7.   To savour (6)  
12. To name (8)  
14. A colourless volatile liquid used in  

perfumes (6)  
16. Contacted via a broadcasting device (7)  
18.  Beneath (5)  
20. Truncated explosive (5)  
21. A nasty piece of work (4)  
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Benefice Services in October 

Web Site for all information on the Benefice:     http://www.thebenefice.org.uk/ 

Key To Services 

HC:  Holy Communion PC: Parish Communion 

BCP: Book of Common Prayer SW: Sunday Worship 

CC: Café Church  

Starston PCC Secretary:  Ruth Cawcutt.  
Tel: 01379  852087  Email: rcawcutt1@btinternet.com 

 
 

7th 
Trinity 19 

14th 
Trinity 20 

21st 
Trinity 21 

28th 
Last 

 

Dickle-
burgh 

9.30am         
PC 

9.30am  
BCP Matins 

9.30am         
PC 

 
9.30am         
All Age  

Communion 

Pulham  
Market 

8.00am HC 
10.45am       

 Memorial Hall 

9.30am         
HC 

9.30am         
SW 

 

11.00am 
Harvest Festival 

6.30pm 
Celebration 

Pulham  
St Mary 

9.30am 
HC 

9.30am 
BCP Matins 

 
 

11.00am         
HC 

 

 

8.00am  
HC 

9.30am Messy 
Church  

Rushall 
11.00am   

HC 
11.00am         

SW 
11.00am         

SW 
 

11.00am  
Harvest Festival 

Starston 
(Jubilee Hall) 

 

11.00am  
BCP  

Communion 
 

11.00am   
BCP  

Communion 
 

11.00am  
Great and  

Small 
 

5.00pm 
Harvest Festival 

Thelveton 

 

11.00am  
BCP Matins 

Private Prayer 
11.00am  

SW 
 

11.00am 
HC 
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Starston Parish Council 

Martin Wilby County 01379 741504 martin.wilby@norfolk.gov.uk  

Clayton Hudson District 01379 676259 chudson@s-norfolk.gov.uk  

Community Services  

Starston Village Web Site:  www.starstonvillage.co.uk  

Local Councillors 

Ann Leitch Chairman 01379 423387 a_leitch@live.co.uk 

Janet Broadhurst  01379 853480 janetbroadhurst@aol.com 

Sam Carter  Not available sam@samuelcarter.com 

Chris Doughty  Not available chrismartindoughty@gmail.com 

Bobbie Formston Tree Warden 01379 853042 jformston07@talktalk.net 

John Formston Footpaths 01379 853042 jformston07@talktalk.net 

Richard Franklin richard.franklin@hotmail.co.uk  01379 854726 

Clare Crane               Clerk to the Council and RFO          01379  608590 

To contact Starston Parish Council:  starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Local Buses - from Starston to Harleston and 
Starston to Long Stratton and Norwich 

For information  
Ring:  0871 200 22 33 

Border Hoppa - dial-a-ride service  Ring:  01379 854800  

Police - (non-emergency) Ring:  101 

Safer Neighbourhood Team          Email: sntharleston@norfolk.pnn.police.uk  

Report Power Cuts Ring 105 

NHS Emergency & Urgent Care Services 
(Including Emergency out of hours chemist) 

Ring:  111 
when it’s less urgent than 999 

Refuse Collection and Queries Ring: 01508 533830 

Harleston Information Plus  Ring: 01379 851917 
hip@harleston-norfolk.org.uk 
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Brick  Work, General Building, 

Hard Landscaping etc 
 

01379 853471 or 07939 144446 


