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                         V i l l a g e  D i a r y      

Starston Village Website: www.starstonvillage.co.uk 

Jubilee Hall Wi-Fi Hot Spot: Network: Jubilee Hall  Password: Starston 

 Monday 1st January 2018 12.00 noon 

 Meet and Mardle - St. Margaret’s Church  

 Wednesday 10th January  7.30 pm 

 Jubilee Hall Trust AGM - Jubilee Hall 

 Tuesday 16th January 7.30 pm 

 Parish Council Meeting - Jubilee Hall 

 Saturday 27th January 2018 7.30 pm 

 Curry and Quiz Evening - Jubilee Hall 

  Saturday 24th February 3.00 pm 

 Parish Council Litter Pick 

 Want to book the Jubilee Hall ?               At Any Time  

 Ring Joy or Bryan Hanner  853200 or 07484 721758 

Final Copy Date for February edition: 

Friday 12th January 

- Let us know of anything happening in the village for this Diary page 
 

- Personal adverts and events are free so long as they are not for personal profit   
 

- Like us on Facebook http://facebook.com/starstonvillagenorfolk 
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M J PROPERTY  

MAINTENANCE and                         

LANDSCAPING 
 

 Patios, driveways, fencing, decorating interior 

and exterior, all types of tiling, bathrooms, 

roofing and much more. 
 

Over 10 years experience 
Competitive prices and references        availa-

ble. 
 

For friendly advice and free quotations call 

home on 01379 853486 or 

mobile 07917 468917 (Justin)      

or 07522 978710 (Matthew) 

ALM Taxis.. 
   “Getting you to your destination safely,  

on time and very competitively priced” 
 
Airport Transfers 
Chauffeur Services 
Seaters 4, 5, 6, 8 
Long or Short Distance 
Contract Work Welcomed 
 

01379 608602 
 

www.almtaxis.co.uk 
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Around and About the Village 

Pulham Family Panto 
Pulham Players present Snow White and 

the Seven Dwarfs from Thursday 4th to 

Saturday 6th January in Pulham Market 

Memorial Hall at 7.30 pm with a 2.30 pm 

Saturday Matinee. Tickets cost £8 or £9 

and are available from the box office on 

01379 676769 or from     

tickets@pulhamplayers.com 

 

Concert for Organ and Flute  
Saturday 13th January at 6.00 pm at All 

Saints Church Alburgh. The concert will be 

a lively mixture of classical organ and flute 

repertoire played alongside some well-

known music taken from some of the most 

famous films. 

 Loreto Aramendi – Organ.   

 Suzanna Guterl – Flute 

Tickets available from Ann Wrench 01986 

789102. Tickets cost £5 to include a glass 

of wine or soft drink.  Children under 12 - 

free. 

 

Meet And Mardle 
Greet 2018 by joining a Starston tradition 

(almost unique to Starston). New Year’s 

Day 12.00 midday church bells, 12.30 meet 

in church to greet 2018 with friends,   

neighbours and strangers. No service,   

informal meet, hot and cold refreshment, 

drinks, including mulled wine.  

Demonstration of bell ringing, have a go if 

you wish. Bring the littlies.  Free. 

 

Norwich Theatre Royal 
Sleeping Beauty – a Traditional Family 

Pantomime. Runs until Sunday 14th      

January. Box Office: 01603 630000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Ring Birds? 
A U3A meeting in the Masonic Rooms, 

Harleston at 2.00 pm on Wednesday 17th 

January. Ruth Walker, from the British 

Ornithological Society, will give a talk 

describing how bird ringing started, how it 

has expanded and the main focus of     

gathering information on the survival and 

productivity of birds, showing how this 

data helps us understand more about the 

lives of our birds. 

 

Burns Night Supper 
Saturday 20th January at 7.00 pm in      

Alburgh Village Hall. Tickets £12 to     

include 2 course meal. Entertainment by 

Lost In Translation 

Box Office: 01986 788934 0r 788732 

 

Pennoyer Table Top Sale 
Saturday 17th February from 10.30 am to 

1.00 pm. Free entry. To book a table call 

01379 676660.  
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Notes From The Editor 

I am very keen on good TV documentaries and not always on subjects that I know 

will interest me. Sometimes I just dip a toe in the water and find myself enjoying 

things I never thought I would enjoy. Not always, of course. Sometimes I give it five 

minutes and decide that it’s not for me. Often it is the Presenter and/or the style of 

the programme, rather than the subject itself, that puts me off.  
 

For me the most likely places to find good documentaries are BBC2, BBC4, Channel 

4 and occasionally ITV, but they all have one thing in common these days that drives 

me up the wall. Almost without exception they all begin with anything from two to 

four minutes where we are told what we are going to see in the programme, complete 

with short clips. Then after this prolonged and, in my view, totally unnecessary build 

up, we finally reach the opening titles and the programme proper begins. On some 

programmes (not all) they end the same way with a summary of what I have just 

watched. I resent this assumption that I have the attention span of a dead gnat. I have 

made a choice to watch – I don’t need an idiot’s guide to persuade me to stay. If the 

subject, style and presenter appeal – then I’ll go on watching. No amount of teasers 

will help that process. 
 

The richness of programme material on UK television means I’ll go on watching 

documentaries, of course I will. But I’ll also go on yelling, “Get on with it” at my 

television screen. 

Michael 

Stress Management 
 

A psychologist was teaching stress management. As she raised a glass of water, 

everyone expected they'd be asked the “half empty or half full” question. Instead, 

with a smile on her face, she inquired, “How heavy is this glass of water?” 
 

Answers called out ranged from 8 oz. to 20 oz. 
 

She replied, “The absolute weight doesn't matter. It depends on how long I hold it. 

If I hold it for a minute, it's not a problem. If I hold it for an hour, I'll have an ache 

in my arm. If I hold it for a day, my arm will feel numb and paralyzed. In each case, 

the weight of the glass doesn't change, but the longer I hold it, the heavier it       

becomes.”  
 

She continued, “The stresses and worries in life are like that glass of water. Think 

about them for a while and nothing happens. Think about them a bit longer and they 

begin to hurt. And if you think about them all day long, you will feel paralyzed – 

incapable of doing anything.” 
 

It’s important to remember to let go of your stresses. As early in the evening as you 

can, put all your burdens down. Don't carry them through the evening and into the 

night. Remember to put the glass down! 
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Dee’s Garden Year 

 

January, with the fruit trees bare, 

Is a good time to prune the apples and pear. 

 

The autumn raspberry canes in Feb 

Are cut to the ground and mulched and fed. 

 

In March the greenhouse comes into use 

For sowing sprouts and leeks and lett-uce. 

 

The first week of April potatoes go in, 

And then several rows of parsnips need sowing. 

 

May can bring unseasonable frost, 

Plant beans too early and they could be lost. 

 

In June I’ll remember successional sowing 

So lettuce and radish are constantly growing. 

 

July, and the leeks are planted out,  

Pencil thin now, but by winter stout. 

 

Weed and water, water and weed 

Are August’s jobs the vegetables need. 

 

Tomatoes and onions are there for the taking,  

So September’s job is chutney making. 

 

In October courgette plants decay, 

I mulch the plot and put bean poles away. 

 

The greenhouse gets a November clean, 

Pots, staging and glass take on a sheen. 

 

December’s trees their leaves have lost. 

I bag them up and make them compost. 

 

 Dee the Gardener  

(with apologies for some very dodgy scansion and rhymes) 
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Parish Council News 

Your Parish Council hopes you all had a lovely Christmas and wishes you a Happy 

New Year. Please be reminded that all Parish Council information including meeting 

dates, agendas and minutes are all on the village website. 
 

Cllr Formston has agreed to lead a twice-yearly litter pick. The dates are confirmed 

as Saturday 24th February and Saturday 22nd September from 3.00 - 4.30 pm. If you 

are interested in taking part please meet at the Jubilee Hall. Families and children are 

very welcome. The Starston Youth Club children’s pool/snooker table and table top 

football will be available plus drinks and scones for all those taking part. 
 

The Parish Council is looking into purchasing a new grit bin. We are hoping for it to 

be filled and sited at the junction of Wood Lane and Hardwick Road, subject to  

Norfolk County Council’s approval. Many of the signs and name plates in the     

village have now been refurbished. I hope you all agree how very smart they look. 
 

A team of the County Council’s Highways Rangers will be visiting Starston soon.  

Their job is to carry out small-scale, routine maintenance work such as; 
 

Side out a carriageway or footway (soil encroachment or overgrown grass/

weeds), strim grass verges, rod and flush drains, clean out drainage gullies, 

clean out drainage chambers, rod and flush kerb drainage off lets, wash signs, 

bollards or reflector posts, minor sign/post repairs (such as straightening and 

reattaching), repair minor kerb defects, clear small areas of mud and soil from 

the carriageway, soil and seed verges. 
 

I have recently provided them with a list of defects for them to try and work on when 

they next visit the village.  
 

In the December Pigeon Post I asked if anyone would be interested in volunteering 

to help with the monthly re-siting of the SAM2 equipment (speed awareness         

machine). I am asking again if someone would please come forward and offer to 

help with this. The machine produces monthly data on the number of vehicles     

travelling through the village and the speed they are travelling. If anyone could   

possibly help with this please contact me. We are currently relying on our District 

Councillor, Clayton Hudson, to undertake this task. It really is not that difficult, or 

too onerous but it is very important to record the stats of the traffic in the village.  
 

The next Council meeting is being held on Tuesday 16th January at 7.30 pm in the 

Jubilee Hall. Everyone is welcome.Agenda items will include: Budget review 2017-

2018, budget setting 2018-2019, update on the Neighbourhood Plan and update on 

the Emergency Plan. 

Clare Crane 

Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
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News from St. Margaret’s Church 

Where did 2017 go? All too quickly you might say, but here we are arriving in 2018 

and very best wishes from the Parochial Church Council to all our parishioners for 

the forthcoming year. There is so much happening this year that we thought it would 

be a good idea to keep you informed.   
 

Provided that we obtain the second stage of funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund, 

the church restoration will include the installation of a toilet at the base of the bell 

tower sometime in the latter part of 2018. If we can raise additional funding we also 

propose also to install a kitchenette area at the back of the North aisle. We are      

entering a very critical stage with the funding as we have to raise some £25,000    

towards the overall cost. There is a display of plans and photographs in the church 

and also on the village website.  
 

With this in mind we have planned a number of events: 
 

 Firstly, there will be a Safari Supper on Saturday 2nd June. This is always a         

thoroughly enjoyable evening and a good way of getting to know people if you 

have recently come to the village. Details for are on a separate sheet. 

 On July 14th, 15th and 16th there will be a Flower Festival in the church when the 

theme is “Gardens of England”. To add to the beauty, the roses from Wharton’s 

Nursery will be on show in the field opposite the church. Refreshments will also 

be available nearby. 

 There are also the usual annual events: Mothering Sunday, the Fete and Barbecue, 

Harvest Supper etc., and we welcome you to our usual Sunday Services and the 

Great and Small service held on the 4th Sunday of every month. 
 

All of these happen thanks to those who volunteer but there is also the general      

running of the church that needs to be taken care of: brass cleaning and general  

cleaning of the church. You may not come to church but if you enjoy flower         

arranging, you will always be welcome. The church is open on a Saturday morning 

from 1st April until the end of October and people are needed to open and close it. If 

you would be willing to help in any way your assistance would be very much       

appreciated. It is the responsibility of the PCC to manage and maintain the church, 

the only Grade 1 listed building in the village, and the churchyard which belongs to 

the village. Please contact any of the following with your offers of help. 
 

Churchwardens: 

Julian L Taylor. Tel: 852210.  e-mail: julian@homefarmstarston.co.uk 

John F Formston. Tel: 853042. e-mail: jformston07@talktalk.net 

Treasurer: 

Ms Margaret Griffiths. Tel: 854385. e-mail: margaretgriffiths269@btinternet.com 

Secretary: 

Mrs Ruth Cawcutt. Tel: 852087. e-mail: rcawcutt1@btinternet.com 
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Can you Beat the Antiques Roadshow Experts? 

On a last day of August my brother arrived early and we headed off on an adventure. 

He had a bagful of coins and medals and I was clutching my mystery object. The object 

in question was one of a pair given to our children by an elderly resident of Starston 

about 35 years ago. 
 

We felt quite lucky when the first queue we joined outside the gate was only about half 

a mile long. Through the gate we joined another and snaked our way through the lush 

parkland to the car park; all very well organised. We parked up and joined another long 

line, this time of others clutching their prized possessions. They carried them in bubble 

wrap parcels, carrier bags, pushchairs, wheelbarrows, on trolleys, and by any means 

they could manage. I was beginning to feel rather empty-handed with my one small 

item, wrapped in a cloth bag. We snaked this way and that, in and out of the shade, 

around trees, tables, TV cameras, stage managers and stewards. The lady behind me 

said she ‘hadn’t come far’, and when the person behind her said where he had come 

from they discovered they had spent twenty five years living in the same village - but 

had never met before. 
 

We were scrutinised by the security team, and eventually (two hours later) we reached 

our first destination – the place where they decided which queue you needed to be in! 

So, my brother headed to Arms and Militaria, then to Collectibles, and I went to      

Miscellaneous (because my mystery object was, apparently, mysterious).   
 

An hour later I got my chance. Christian 

Beadman agreed it could well be part of a 

pub game, but we’d just get another    

opinion, because, well, he didn’t really 

know. Mark Allum thought it could be 

something that you sent up on a kite string 

to release a parachute (!!??!!), but if it 

came off and hit you on the head…………  

No, he wasn’t sure.  Eric would know; no, 

Eric Knowles didn’t, but it was rather  

interesting; try Peter. Peter Atterbury   

wasn’t sure, it could be part of a pub game, 

after all, pigs might fly. 
 

So, I’ve brought it back to where it came from, Starston. Do you know what it is?  They 

are two pig shaped wooden objects with ‘wings’ and underneath each you can see 

where string might have been threaded through. Are they flying pigs? 

 

Sue Moore 
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The RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch is the world's largest wildlife survey. Joining in is 

simple and enjoyable - and a great excuse to watch your garden birds. 
 

Here's our step-by-step guide... 

 Choose a good place to watch from for an hour, any day from 28th – 30th January. 

Which window gives you the best view? Make sure you’re comfy and you have the  

essentials within easy reach, especially somewhere to jot down what you see. If you 

haven't got a garden that's no problem. Just pop down to your local park or green 

space and join in there. 

 Count the maximum number of each species you see at any one time. For example, 

if you see a group of three house sparrows together and later another two, and after 

that another one, the number to submit is three. That way, it’s less likely you’ll   

double-count the same birds. 

 Go onto the Big Garden Birdwatch website and tell us what you’ve seen. Or use a 

paper form which can be downloaded and posted back to the RSPB free of charge. 
 

That’s it! By taking part and telling us what you see, you'll become an RSPB citizen 

scientist and help us find out more about garden wildlife. 

To send us your results or to download a paper form go to our web site:                      

https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/everything-you-need-to-

know-about-big-garden-birdwatch/#FgzDwiu2bg0VccS2.99 

Big Garden Bird Watch - January 2018 



13 January 2018 

 

 

Frank Self 
9th June 1935 to 14th November 2017  

Although Frank spent his later years living in Harleston and then Bungay he was a 

true Starstonian born and bred. He grew up at Wood Farm with his parents and his 

sister Pam, attending the village school before moving on to Langley School near 

Loddon. His young years were interrupted by war, and he had tales to tell,             

particularly of the near miss on Wood Farm when a plane crashed nearby. As with all 

young men of his era, school was inevitably followed by National Service, and after 

that he spent some further time overseas. He returned to Starston to work on the  

family farm.  
 

His father was for many years a church warden at St Margaret's and eventually Frank 

took this role on too and between them they provided decades of service. He also 

supported the village in other ways, including being one of the team who worked on 

getting the Starston Jubilee Hall project  'off the ground'. Frank was a keen hockey 

player with The Magpies, and later he took up golf. He had initially not been        

impressed with the game, but his wife Margaret (née Catchpole), who had also grown 

up in the village, was a keen player and bought him some lessons. The rest, as they 

say, is history. He continued to play at the Bungay club for many years until poor 

health caused him to give up. Frank was pre-deceased by Margaret. He leaves a 

daughter, Catherine, son-in-law Hugh and three grand-daughters, Anna, Harriet and 

Charlotte. 

Harleston U3A 
 

The “good news” is – we are all living longer. However this increased longevity can 

have its drawbacks in terms of quality of life in later years. Report after report    

suggests that an active social life is the key component in maintaining good physical 

and mental health for those folk who are no longer in full time employment.  
 

You will find that your local University of the Third Age offer opportunities for all 

kinds of stimulating activities. Don’t be discouraged by the word “university”. It 

simply means coming together to learn. (In fact that was the original meaning). 
 

What that “learning” involves is up to the individual members. There are currently 

twenty plus groups on offer, ranging from badminton to playing the ukulele, with 

more starting up to meet demand.  
 

There are several ways to find out more about us. Phone Membership secretary, 

Kim, on 01986 788149 or log on to our comprehensive website at 

www.u3a.org.harleston or come to one of our monthly meetings which are held at 

the Masonic Rooms, Harleston, every third Wednesday in the month at 2.00 pm.  
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Glebe Meadow Volunteering Morning  
Saturday 27th January  

Please join us from 09.30 on Saturday 27th January 2018 to help maintain our 

wonderful meadow. Everyone is welcome, whether you have helped in the past or 

whether this will be you first time. We would love to see some new faces! 
 

Each January, the few hours input from our 

volunteers is vital in tackling the essential 

maintenance tasks of raking, strimming, 

trimming and clearing the meadow for the 

year ahead. This is always a sociable      

gathering and many hands certainly make 

light work! Sue will be bringing her barrow 

of refreshments to keep us going, regardless 

of the weather.   
 

Even if you can only spend an hour or two, 

please come and bring any family, friends or 

unsuspecting visitors. Warm and waterproof clothing is always advisable, including 

gloves, and please bring any tools from strimmers, hedge cutters, pruners, rakes, 

spades, to wheelbarrows etc. The main tasks as usual will be cutting the inside of the 

hedge along Harleston Road and clearing the bank of the Beck and the verge inside 

the hedge.  

 

If you can’t make it on 27th January but 

could help at another time, please give me a 

ring as there are often one-off jobs where 

your help would be invaluable. 
 

Hope to see you on 27th. Thanks. 

 

Peter Grimble 

852819 

  Glebe Meadow Top Dog (Bin) 
 

In response to the Glebe Meadow Dog Bin appeal in November Pigeon Post, our 

thanks go to Julian Hines for offering to keep the bins emptied and bags replaced. 

If other dog owners would like to assist, please contact Julian at Fourways, The 

Street. Tel: 01379 851916.  
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Growing up we always had dogs as pets. When I moved to Northumberland from   

London with work, I was able to take on two adult dogs that needed a home. I had a 

marvellous time at weekends walking along Hadrian’s Wall and along the coastline at 

Durridge Bay. However, my German short haired pointer Ben was gun shy, so family 

dogs they remained. 
 

I have always wanted to have a dog from puppyhood, and that is how Tesla, a fox red 

labrador retriever, entered our lives in December 2014. The reasonable challenge from 

Andy (my husband) was that if we were to have a puppy, rather than an adult rescue 

dog, then I had to invest the time in training it. 
 

Three years (almost) to the day from when he joined our family, Tesla took part as a 

retrieving dog in his first shoot in December 2017, thanks to Derek Griffin. Yes, the 

time investment over the last few years has been significant, but so too has the joy of 

being in partnership with an animal that can think for himself, and is well capable of 

performing complex tasks. It reminds me of the exhilaration I felt when I was in a  

university rowing team and all the blades were perfectly synchronised entering the 

water, so the boat sped forward with tremendous power and ease. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want to know more about local dog training, then I can recommend Stewart  

Barrett and Helen Withey who are based in Brockdish.  

See: www.norfolkandsuffolkgundogtraning.co.uk  

Ann Leitch 

It’s A Dog’s Life... 



16 Pigeon Post 

 

 

Harwich For The Continent 
A ‘Made2Measure’ Theatre Production 

As newcomers to Starston it was with some trepidation that my wife, Jane, and I  

arrived at the Jubilee Hall on Saturday 25th November to see the play Harwich for 

the Continent –A very Fishy Ferry. 
  

Having ‘sussed out’ the hall, I had difficulty in believing any kind of dramatic      

production could succeed in such a small space – how wrong I was! This production 

was so cleverly designed in a minimalist way, with audience interaction and clever 

use of refreshments as scene breaks, creating a wonderfully intimate atmosphere. 

I felt totally overawed, not to mention jealous, of the prodigious talent of Eileen 

Ryan, writer, producer, musician, actress (and probably more) who, using almost no 

props or scenery, was able to generate a realistic atmosphere. It is impossible to    

categorize this production – part Drama, part Farce (worthy of Brian Rix and the 

Whitehall Theatre), part Musical, part Stand-up Comedy, part Pantomime. All highly 

entertaining! 
 

The writing was masterful and up to the minute, touching on current affairs including 

Brexit, political correctness and the wider issues of the modern world, with artful use 

of puns, double entendre and every other literary device to create a hilarious but   

believable situation comedy. Dialogue, superbly delivered by a talented cast, had the 

audience, literally, rolling in the aisles (Scene 3), with the help of ‘Dr Glover’s’ fish 

control device. Even The Girl from Ipanema piped to the ‘lift’ got a mention. 

The whole cast took dual roles so cleverly that at curtain call - without curtains, it felt 

as though half the cast had left early. 
 

Tim Hall opened with such presence, as a dodgy art expert whilst his grubby      

cockney chef was straight from ‘Hell’s Kitchen’. Grant Filshill provided the perfect 

foil, juxtaposed as con-man’s stooge and diffident children’s entertainer whilst    

Eileen Ryan’s Dutch tour guide and predatory matron were consummate. Josie Fuller 

provided glamour and mystery as she flitted between Russian secret agent and     

cruise-ship singer /frustrated marine biologist.  
 

And can’t she sing! 
 

After all the farce, drama and fun, the closing musical number ended with a vocal 

harmony which could put many professional ensembles to shame. As Saturday   

evening entertainment, Strictly didn’t have a look-in!  Such fun reinforced by great 

food and wonderful camaraderie from all present. Many thanks to all who helped and 

contributed to such a memorable evening.   

Frank Pearson 
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Throughout 2017 we welcomed many family 

members whose relatives served at the base, 

some with tales to tell as relayed to them by 

their parents, grandparents or relations. Others 

were searching for the history of their relative as 

many Veterans didn’t talk about the war years. 

There were two film nights which were both  

sell-out events. 
 

In late May our stalwart volunteers, Carol and Ron Batley, received a Good Citizen 

Award from Diss Rotary Club for their services to the museum, followed in early June 

when Ron was again in the spotlight when he received the 'Unsung Hero' category at 

the “SHARE Museums East” Volunteer Awards. 
 

Our open day in September (Remembering The Past) saw a great turn-out, and people 

were thrilled to listen to the stories of some of our older friends who were around (but 

much younger) during those days. The volunteers and our friends from the 100th     

refueling wing at Mildenhall felt that the day had been a great success and we want to 

thank everyone for their support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Wednesday season finished at the end of September in a different mode when we 

were joined by 46 children and 6 teachers from the Diss Church of England Junior 

School. The volunteers were kept very busy answering questions from very keen and 

interested children and the youngsters then had a picnic in the grounds before a talk by 

one of our senior volunteers about the airfield and the effects that it had on the local 

area. The children departed happy but tired and they were a credit to the school. 
  

We open again on 3rd March when there will be new displays, layouts and much more 

to ensure that our visitors get the best possible experience from their visit. Any groups 

wishing to join us next year for a gathering or a general visit or anyone interested in 

becoming a Volunteer should email 100bgmm@tiscali.co.uk 
 

John Deller 

100th Bomb Group Memorial Museum volunteer 

100th Bomb Group Memorial Museum   
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Is It A Bridge? Is It a Tunnel? 

Drive south down the A12, turn clockwise onto the M25 and you will come to the 

Dartford Crossing. Travelling south you will cross a bridge. Travelling north you 

will come through a tunnel. Two engineering marvels but separate from each other. 
 

However, if you drive down the east coast of the United States through Delaware 

into Virginia you can cross the mouth of Chesapeake Bay on a 23 mile fixed link 

crossing which is both a bridge and a tunnel.  
 

Chesapeake Bay, roughly halfway between the Canadian border and the southern 

tip of Florida, is an estuary where fresh and salt water mix. The Bay is about 200 

miles long and its width ranges from 4 miles to 30 miles with a surface area of  

approximately 4,480 square miles. Two of the United States’ five major North  

Atlantic ports – Baltimore and Hampton Roads – are on the Bay. 
 

If you stand on the southern tip of the Eastern Shore in Virginia and look across to 

Norfolk, Virginia on the western shore, the distance is only 30 odd miles. However, 

without the Chesapeake Bay Bridge/Tunnel (or the 

ferry which preceded it) the driving distance to go 

right round the bay is 427 miles. 
 

The Bridge/Tunnel combines 12 miles of trestle, 2 

long tunnels, 4 high-level bridges, 4 artificial    

islands and 2 miles of causeway. The high level 

bridges allow small to medium sized ships to pass 

under them but the really big ships, aircraft      

carriers and the like, are too large. Hence the   

tunnels. Suddenly the road across the bridge dips down and you are in a tunnel 

which allows a seaway for large vessels above it. Somewhere in the middle is a rest 

stop – a motorway service area, if you like – where you 

can pull off the road for all the usual facilities. The   

experience of having a meal sitting high above the    

Atlantic ocean is a very unusual one.  
 

Since it opened in 1964, the Chesapeake Bay Bridge/

Tunnel has been crossed by more than 100 million   

vehicles. The $15 toll is partially offset by savings of 

tolls on the main routes through Maryland and         

Delaware on I-95 if you take the long way round. 
 

It’s worth the toll just to have the experience of driving 

over and under the Atlantic ocean on the same road. 
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Starston Neighbourhood Plan 

Prompted by the Parish Council being asked in May 2017 to consider additional 

housing in Starston during the period 2026 – 2036, against the backdrop of a UK 

national housing shortage, we are exploring developing a Neighbourhood Plan (NP). 

Further to the Localism Act 2011, the government is encouraging local communities 

to come together to decide on the use and development of land and buildings. The 

statutory route to do this is to create a Neighbourhood Plan. A Neighbourhood Plan 

has to be in conformity with the Local Plan (see www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/greater-

norwich-local-plan ), and once adopted, the planning authorities have to take   

Neighbourhood Plans into account as they have legal status. 
 

As a Parish Council, if we press ahead and develop a Neighbourhood Plan, then we 

will enter into consultation with residents on how we want the village to develop in 

the next 10 to 20 years. A referendum is held at the end of the process and if endorsed 

by more than 50% of those voting it becomes a statutory planning document. 
 

Neighbourhood Plan Questions & Answers 
 

Q: Is a Neighbourhood Plan the same as a Parish Plan? 

A: No. A Neighbourhood Plan is a document that sets out planning policies for the 

neighbourhood area. Planning policies are used to decide whether to approve       

planning applications. It is written by the local community, the people who know and 

love the area, rather than the Local Planning Authority. It is a powerful tool to ensure 

that the community gets the right types of development in the right places. 

A Parish Plan is a community audit, which identifies prioritised projects in a      

neighbourhood, for example traffic calming measures, purchase of a community 

woodland, etc. 

The last Starston Parish Plan was published in 2008 and can be found on the village 

website in the Parish Council section.  
 

Q: Where do I find more information about Neighbourhood Plans? 

A: There is a short animated video on the website https://mycommunity.org.uk/take-

action/neighbourhood-planning/  
 

Q: Where can I find a copy of the Greater Norwich Local Plan (GNLP)? 

A: This can be found on the website http://www.greaternorwichlocalplan.org.uk/ 

The Local Plan was adopted in March 2011 and provides an overarching planning 

strategy through to 2026. Public consultation on updating the Greater Norwich Local 

Plan (GNLP) starts on 5th January 2018. 
 

Q: Is there anything I should be doing now? 

A: Please do contribute to the public consultation that starts 5th January 2018 for 8 

weeks on the Greater Norwich Local Plan. It can be found at http://

www.greaternorwichlocalplan.org.uk/ . 
 

Ann Leitch, Chairman, Starston Parish Council 
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Starston Community Speed-Watch 
It is hoped that the sterling efforts of the team have achieved a turning point in the 

battle with speeding drivers. A record number of letters (225) were issued in 2017 

reminding them of their social responsibilities and the dangers of speeding in       

residential areas, along with the dangers to residents including children. All of this is 

applicable to roads with a 30 mph limit. 
 

Speed-Watch completed 41 sessions in the last calendar year and it is clear we need 

to do more in 2018 to hammer home the message that Starston is fed up with being 

bullied and harassed by uncaring drivers who use our roads. 
 

Turning attention to the 20 mph limit in our village, which is currently like a poison 

chalice, this needs to be looked at with a new approach. I suggest a sub-committee 

consisting of members from the Parish Council, from Speed-Watch, and any other 

interested residents, to take forward a proposition to increase the speed limit to 30 

mph. Then all the village could be policed with fines and points on the driving     

licence for offenders. This is the only remedy that will focus drivers to stick to the  

limits. Unless something like this is put in place the problem will never go away. 
 

Come on Starston, start fighting back. We are a great village so let’s show it. 
 

Frederic Coates, Speed-watch Admin and Co-ordinator 
 

NB: With the increase in activity by Speed-Watch we are currently looking for others 

to join the team to help subdue drivers with heavy right feet. If you can help please 

email frederic.coates@aol.co.uk . Thank you. 

 

Official Guidance on 20 mph Zones 
 

Successful 20 mph speed limits and zones should generally be self-enforcing. 20 mph 

zones are predominantly used in urban areas, both in town centres and residential 

areas as well as in the vicinity of schools. It is generally recommended that they be 

imposed over an area consisting of several roads. The purpose of this area-wide   

traffic management is to create conditions in which the driver naturally drives at 

around 20 mph because of the general nature of the location or as a result of traffic 

calming measures being put in place. Research has shown that 20 mph limits have 

only a small effect on reducing average vehicle speeds and should therefore be     

confined to roads where the average speeds are 24 mph or below. 
 

Setting Speed Limits: In 2001 a document was produced setting out a speed strategy 

for Norfolk. This document provided guidance on how and where appropriate speed 

limits should be set, with basic principles for the introduction of speed limits        

depending on the surroundings. 20 mph zones should be considered in areas of high 

concentration of vulnerable road users, such as busy shopping areas, some village 

centres and residential areas. 20 mph zones will have calming measures in place. 
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County Council News 

A year after Norfolk County Council announced a crackdown on blue badge misuse 

in the county, four people have been successfully prosecuted and 82 investigations 

into suspected blue badge misuse have been carried out. Blue badges are a lifeline for 

the 35,000 Norfolk people who have one, so since November 2016 the County  

Council's Blue badge investigator has been following up on reports of blue badge 

misuse and supporting Civil Parking Enforcement officers who carry out increased 

checks and provide reassurance and advice to help people stay on the right side of the 

law. The aim has been to remind people to check they are using their blue badge  

correctly so vital parking spaces remain available for those who need them. 
 

Children across Norfolk will get the chance to improve their digital skills, after    

hundreds of pocket-sized, codeable computers were donated to the county's libraries. 

The BBC microbits are available to hire from every NCC library and can be used for 

all sorts of digital creations, from games to robots to musical instruments. More than 

500 of the devices have been donated by the Microbit Educational Foundation as part 

of a drive to encourage children to get creative with technology – rather than just 

tapping away on tablets. The microbits can be borrowed for free for up to 3 weeks on 

any library card and come with instructions, a USB cable and battery holder. 
 

Do you want to be a champion for young people in Norfolk and get involved with 

national youth campaigns? In March 2018, we're holding elections for Norfolk Youth 

Parliament and this could be your opportunity to make a real difference. To find out 

more and apply to stand in the elections visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/youthparliament 
 

My next surgery is on Saturday 13th January at10.00 am at HIP 

Martin Wilby  

martin.wilby.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk  01379 741504 

Tuesday 16th January: 7.30 pm in the Jubilee Hall 
 

Tuesday 20th March: 7.30 pm in the Jubilee Hall 
 

Tuesday 15th May: 7.30 pm in the Jubilee Hall (AGM followed by Council meeting) 
 

Tuesday 2nd May:  7.30 pm Annual Parish Meeting (Welcome to Starston 6.20 pm) 
 

Tuesday 17th July:   7.30 pm in the Jubilee Hall 
 

Tuesday 18th September:  7.30 pm in the Jubilee Hall 
 

Tuesday 20th November: 7.30 pm in the Jubilee Hall  (Welcome to Starston 6.20 pm) 

Starston Parish Council Meetings 2018 

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/youthparliament
mailto:martin.wilby.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk
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Answers to the December Crossword 

Local Films in January 

Pennoyers Film    (Pulham St Mary) 

Title:  Hampstead  (12a) 

Date: Friday 19th January      Time:  8.00 pm   

Cost: Adults £5.00 in advance, £5.50 on the door. 

An American widow finds unexpected love with a man living wild on Hampstead 

Heath when they take on the developers who want to destroy his home. 

Booking advisable - phone 01379 676660. Ices available.  
 

Harleston Film  (Masonic Rooms, Thoroughfare, Harleston)  

Title:  Dunkirk   (12a)  

Date: Thursday 25th  January  Time: 2.00 pm and 7.30 pm  Doors open ½ hour before. 

Cost: £4.00  

In May/June 1940 the German army has advanced into France, trapping 400,000 Allied 

troops on the beaches of Dunkirk. Britain sends civilian boats to try to evacuate the 

beleaguered forces. This is the story as seen through the eyes of one soldier amongst 

those trapped forces.  

Book with Harleston Information Plus on 01379 851917. 
 

Alburgh Film  (Alburgh Village Hall)  

Title:  Dunkirk  (12a)  

Date: Friday 19th January       Time:  7.30      Doors open 6.30 pm 

Cost: £4.00 on the door.               

The story of the events in May/June 1940 as seen through the eyes of one soldier 

amongst those trapped forces.  

Note: Hot food will no longer be available at the hall. However, you are welcome to to 

bring your own 'takeaway' to eat in the hall. Ice creams available in interval. 

ACROSS 
 

1.     Street 

4.     Tripod 

7.     Shotesham 

9.     Soho 

10.   Quid 

11.   Ere 

12.   Neuter 

14.   Ramble 

16.   Nudism 

18.   Aboral 

20.   Ail 

21.   Road 

23.   Town 

24.   Middleton 

25.   Cleese 

26.   Yes-man 

 

DOWN 
 

1.     Sarsen 

2.     Echo 

3.     Tatler 

4.     Tester 

5.     Iraq 

6.     Dawdle 

7.     Shouldham 

8.     Mulbarton 

13.   Ems 

15.   AOB 

16.   Norvic 

17.   Mardle 

18.   Aldeby 

19.   London 

22.   Dive 

23.   Toes 
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January Crossword by  Nona 

1  2  3  4    5  6 

        7     

8             

          9   

10     11        

    12         

13       14   15   

      16       

  17       18   19 

20        21     

    22         

23             

     24        

CLUES ACROSS 
 

1.     Could be a town on Lake Ontario or a 

Formula 1 driver (8) 

7.     Lowest deck of a ship (5) 

8.     Answered (9) 

9.     A cosy room where you hope not to 

meet a lion (3) 

10.   Chinese dynasty (4) 

11.   Fine, soft paper (6) 

13.   Accost (6) 

14.   To become septic (6) 

17.   Ineffective (6) 

18.   Meat used in shepherd’s pie (4) 

20.   Hoped for time of arrival (inits) (3) 

22.   Hand held fireworks (9) 

23.   Cavalry weapon (5) 

24.   Soup or Scottish clan (8) 

 
 

CLUES DOWN 
 

1.     Collection of wives  (5) 

2.     Brickwork (7) 

3.     Burglar’s booty and play by           

Joe Orton (4) 

4.     Confer holy orders (6) 

5.     Curved part of a trombone (5) 

6.     Al fresco (4,3) 

7.     Epic Greek poem (7) 

12.   Christen (7) 

13.   Coax, cajole (7) 

15.   Piece of equipment used in a        

circus act (7) 

16.   Llama-like creature (6) 

17.   Pass out (5) 

19.   A herb which should never own a 

hotel (5) 

21.   Jump through a rope (4) 
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Benefice Services in January 

Web Site for Information on all Services:     http://www.thebenefice.org.uk/ 

Key To Services 

HC:  Holy Communion PC: Parish Communion 

BCP: Book of Common Prayer SW: Sunday Worship 

CC: Café Church  

Starston PCC Secretary:  Ruth Cawcutt.  

Tel: 01379  852087  Email: rcawcutt1@btinternet.com 

 

 

7th 

Baptism of 

Jesus 

14th  

Epiphany 2 

21st 

Epiphany 3 

28th 

Candlemass 
 

Dickle-

burgh 

9.30am         

PC 

 

 
9.30am  

BCP Morning 

Prayer 

 

9.30am         

PC 

 

 

9.30am         

All Age       

Communion 

Pulham  

Market 

8.00am HC 

10.45am       
 Memorial Hall 

 

9.30am         
HC 

 

9.30am         
SW 

 

9.30am 
HC 

6.30pm 

Celebration 

Pulham  

St Mary 

9.30am 
HC 

9.30am 
BCP Matins 

 

9.30am         
HC 

 

 

 
8.00am  

BCP          

Communion 

9.30am Messy 
Church  

Rushall 
11.00am   

HC 

11.00am         

SW 

11.00am         

SW 
 

11.00am  

BCP Matins 

Starston 
11.00am  

BCP Matins 

 
11.00am   

BCP           

Communion 

11.00am  

Great and Small 
 

 

11.00am   

BCP           

Communion 

Thelveton 

 

11.00am  

BCP Matins 

With  

Dickleburgh 

11.00am  

SW 
 

11.00am 

HC 
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Starston Parish Council 

Martin Wilby County 01379 741504 martin.wilby@norfolk.gov.uk  

Clayton Hudson District 01379 676259 chudson@s-norfolk.gov.uk  

Community Services  

Starston Village Web Site:  www.starstonvillage.co.uk  

Local Councillors 

Ann Leitch Chairman 01379 423387 a_leitch@live.co.uk 

Janet Broadhurst  01379 853480 janetbroadhurst@aol.com 

Sam Carter  Not available sam@samuelcarter.com 

Chris Doughty  Not available chrismartindoughty@gmail.com 

Bobbie Formston Tree Warden 01379 853042 jformston07@talktalk.net 

John Formston Footpaths 01379 853042 jformston07@talktalk.net 

Richard Franklin richard.franklin@hotmail.co.uk  01379 854726 

Clare Crane               Clerk to the Council and RFO          01379  608590 

To contact Starston Parish Council:  starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Local Buses - from Starston to Harleston and 

Starston to Long Stratton and Norwich 

For information  

Ring:  0871 200 22 33 

Border Hoppa - dial-a-ride service  Ring:  01379 854800  

Police - (non-emergency) Ring:  101 

Safer Neighbourhood Team          Email: sntharleston@norfolk.pnn.police.uk  

Report Power Cuts Ring 105 

NHS Emergency & Urgent Care Services 

(Including Emergency out of hours chemist) 

Ring:  111 

when it’s less urgent than 999 

Refuse Collection and Queries Ring: 01508 533830 

Harleston Information Plus  Ring: 01379 851917 

hip@harleston-norfolk.org.uk 
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Brick  Work, General Building, 

Hard Landscaping etc 
 

01379 853471 or 07939 144446 


