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Distribution 
Pigeon Post is delivered free to every home in Starston.   

It can also be sent by email in PDF format.  
To request a PDF version please contact the Co-ordinating Editor. 

Whilst the editorial team do not necessarily agree with the opinions expressed by contributors, 
they believe that the magazine is available for local people to air their views. Letters to the Editor 
must be signed. The Editor reserves the right to alter or amend any copy received.           
Items for inclusion in the next issue MUST reach the Co-ordinating Editor by the 12th of the   
preceding month, (usually earlier in December). Space in the magazine will be allocated on a first 
come, first served basis. Photos and pictures are welcome and will be used wherever possible.  

Please send copy by e-mail to: editor@pigeonpost.org.uk 

Advertising 
For advertising rates please contact  

 

 Liz Stacey: Tel: 01379 853427   Email: elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 
 

or Michael Bartlett: Tel: 01379 852318   Email: editor@pigeonpost.org.uk       

If you know of any new residents in the village please tell Norman Steer (854245)  
or Michael Bartlett (852318) so that we can welcome them in Pigeon Post.  

‘For Starston People’                                    Copyright  2018 PIGEON POST 
The Production Team 

Co-ordinating Editor: Michael Bartlett:          The Red Cottage, The Street 
Tel: 852318                  Email:  editor@pigeonpost.org.uk       

Deputy Editor:   Sue Moore:                   Cranes Watering Farm, Rushall Road 
Tel:  852387                 Email:  suemoore0717@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Mandy Carter:              Brick Kiln Farm, Cross Roads 
Tel: 854600                  Email:  mcarter@carrotech.com 

Advertising Manager: Liz Stacey:                   The Old Coach House, Starston 
Tel: 853427                  Email:  elizabethstacey99@hotmail.com 

Webmaster: Christina Davies:          Email:  davieschristina@btinternet.com 

Distribution  
Organiser:  

Brian Greathead:           Cart Lodge Barn, Church Hill  
Tel: 852352                  Email:  b.greathead@btinternet.com 

Distributors include: Brenda & David Beech, Sarah Beech, Mandy Carter, Patricia 
Lombe-Taylor, Alison Miners, Rosemary Steer, Anita        
Weatherley, Liz Woodley and others.  

ISSUE EDITOR SUE MOORE 
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                         V i l l a ge  D ia r y      

 Saturday 4th August 6.00 pm - 9.00 pm 

 St. Margaret’s Church Fete - Starston Place 

   Tuesday 18th September 7.30 pm 

 Parish Council Meeting - Jubilee Hall 

 Saturday 22nd September  3.00pm - 4.30 

 Litter Pick and Youth Club - Jubilee Hall 

 Saturday 29th September 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm 

 Macmillan Tea Party + Photo Comp Judging - Jubilee Hall 

  Saturday  13th October 7.30 pm 

 War Girls - A Tribute to the Armistice - Jubilee Hall 
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Final Copy Date for September edition: 
12.00 Noon - Sunday 12th August 

 

To Book the Jubilee Hall - Contact the Bookings Manager:               
 

Robert Wood:  01379 852535 or Email: starstonrobert@gmail.com 

Let us know of anything happening in the village for this Diary page 
 

Personal adverts and events are free so long as they are not for personal profit   
 

Like us on Facebook http://facebook.com/starstonvillagenorfolk 
 

Starston Village Website: http://starstonvillage.co.uk/ 
 

Jubilee Hall Wi-Fi Hot Spot: Network: Jubilee Hall  Password: Starston 
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ALM Taxis.. 
   “Getting you to your destination safely, 

on time and very competitively priced” 

 

Airport Transfers 

Chauffeur Services 

Seaters 4, 5, 6, 8 

Long or Short Distance 

Contract Work Welcomed 

 

01379 608602 
 

www.almtaxis.co.uk 
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Around and About the Village 

Farwell Stella and Simon 
Stella Rice and Simon Cook are moving 
from Starston to Rushall in early August. 
We wish them well in their new home and 
feel sure we will still see them around 
Starston events in the future. 

 
 
Pennoyer Evening Inn & Summer BBQ 
Friday 10th August. 7.00 for 7.30pm. You 
are invited to join us for our Annual BBQ 
and Evening Inn, this year with the        
fabulous local company Broadland Bars in 
charge of the coals. They will be cooking 
up locally sourced sausages, homemade 
burgers, salad, veggie kebabs and more. 
Along with coffee, wines, soft drinks, 
Pimms and a full bar. All welcome.  
Free entry 
 
Pennoyer Vintage Tea 
Tuesday 14th August 1.45 pm – 4.30 pm. 
Join us for Afternoon Tea whilst listening 
to a wonderful show by local performers 
Topcroft String quartet. Enjoy finger   
sandwiches, cream scones and a selection 
of delicious homemade cakes with a pot of 
tea. All on our beautiful mismatched     
vintage china. Booking Essential. £15 per 
head, £18.50 with a glass of fizz. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drop your Teddies from the top of 
Billingford Mill, child 50p, adult £1 
Voucher for Teddy travelling furthest    
Mill open 11-4 for tours (last tour 3.15) 
Adults £3, Senior/Child over 3, £2  Light 
refreshments, Tombola.  01379853967  
Julie & Herbert, Mill Custodians 

Soul of Santana – the UK Tribute show 
Presented by the Harleston & Waveney 
Festival on Saturday 25th August at 
Wortwell Community Centre. Awesome 
musicians capturing all the excitement and 
energy of Carlos Santana and his band at 
their peak. Tickets cost £13  and are     
available from Reception at The Swan  
Hotel, Harleston on Saturdays from 10.00 
am - 1 pm. Contact:  07772 727398 or  
sheila.ife@gmail.com 
 
 
The collection by R.A.F.A and R.B.L at 
CO-OP, Bullock Fair Close on Saturday 
June 23rd (Armed Forces Day) amounted 
to £341.59.  Thank you CO-OP Harleston 
and their generous customers. 
The Barbecue on Sunday June 24th at        
10 Wilderness Close, Harleston raised £179 
for St Margaret's Starston Improvement 
Fund. 
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Notes From The Editor 

 
If you live in the village you will have received a book of  Raffle Tickets with your 
copy of Pigeon Post.  If you would like to buy them please bring the counterfoils and 
money to the Fete at Starston Place on 4th August at 6pm,.  If you can’t be there on 
the night please get them back beforehand to a member of the fete team (see ad in July  
edition or call Julian on 01379 852210) 
 
There’s lots happening around and about just now, and until the end of the year at least 
we will be happy to let you know what’s coming up and report on  your successes after 
they happen, so keep in touch—whilst you still have the opportunity– see below. 
 

Sue 

Is This The End For Pigeon Post? 
 
We have had no response to our appeal for people to join the Pigeon Post team to take 
a turn at the monthly editing duties so it is starting to look as though Pigeon Post will 
definitely stop being published at the end of the year.  
 
It is such a shame that after all these years such a useful communication channel for 
Starston Village should go out of existence but it can only go on if there are people 
willing to put it together. 
 
Is there no-one out there who is able to help? 
 

 

Last Call for Entries for the Annual Photo 
Competition  

sponsored by the East of England Co-Op 
 

All photos should be delivered to either Michael Bartlett or Sue Moore by 6pm on  
Friday 31st August.  Hard copies only please.   

If you need to get them printed you can take them into Robinson’s Traditional       
Stationers and they will be printed for you at very reasonable cost.  They can be easily 
downloaded from your phone or tablet and all you need to do is hand it over to Keiren 

who will do the rest while you wait, or email him at 
mail@robinsonstraditionalstationers.co.uk. 

Further details can be found on the village website and in previous editions of Pigeon 
Post  

Exhibition of Photos will be on 29th September 
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Norfolk Recycling Centre 

I was recently lucky to secure a rare tour of the Norfolk recycling centre at Costessey. I 
found out some interesting facts which I thought worth sharing with the households of 
Starston. 
 

Norse Environmental Waste Service (NEWS) is jointly owned by Norse and all 7 local 
councils within Norfolk. What this essentially means to us residents of SNDC is that the 
better we are at recycling, the more money that gets back to our council for essential 
services. 
 

So here are some facts that will help: 

 Flatten cardboard and keep it dry. 

 Don’t fill boxes or bags in your green bin - keep everything separate  

 Wash out all bottles and put them in the bin with their lids on. Every single   
bottle that goes in the green bin will get recycled.  

 Don’t flatten any plastic bottles or aluminium cans. They will then have to be  
            sorted by hand as the electronic equipment won’t detect them clearly.  

 Even though the black plastic food trays are accepted in our green bins, they are 
not recycled and go out with the waste  

 Please no nappies! Hard to believe that 400,000 of them are incorrectly put in 
Norfolk’s recycle bins. 

 No takeaway pizza boxes. The grease makes them non- recyclable. 
 

You may wonder where our recycling ends up. All the glass stays within the UK, most 
of the paper waste stays within the UK. Cardboard waste goes to China. Good news is 
none of our plastic waste goes to China (and therefore cannot end up in the world 
oceans). Plastic and aluminium is sent to various locations in the UK and Europe.  
I was really pleased to find out that zero waste goes to landfill from Norfolk. It is all 
sent for incineration for energy into the grid: and with very low emissions too. Sadly 
there is no incinerator in Norfolk so it is spread between Suffolk, London, Holland and 
Sweden.  
 

Those of you with a brown bin, all the green waste is processed at Aylsham, once again 
with no waste. 
Just a little snapshot I hope you found of interest.  
 

Next month I will be writing about how to make alternative use of the soft plastics 
which are not currently recyclable (and no plans for it to be included in kerbside      
collections).  

Cindy Elliott, Starston resident 

Thank you Fred! 
Fred Coates retired from the Starston Speedwatch team at the beginning of July, many 
thanks go to him for his  contribution.  The new Co-Ordinator is Herbert Websdell. 
The team also now has an administrator to take care of all the paperwork. 
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Jubilee Hall 

What do you want from your Village Hall?  
 
The Trustees and Management Committee of the Jubilee Hall are trying to establish 
what kinds of events and activities people would like to have in the village hall.  
Enclosed with this edition of Pigeon Post is a Questionnaire and we would be grateful if 
you would fill this in and return it. It is too easy for a committee to decide what you 
might like. What we need to know is what you would really like so please respond as 
soon as possible. 

 
Michael Bartlett 

Chairman of the Jubilee Hall Trustees. 

Jubilee Hall Cleaner Correction 
 
The announcement about the new cleaner for the Jubilee Hall in the July edition of 
Pigeon Post was incorrect. Our new cleaner is Jane Marsden, not Jane Pearson.        
Apologies to both Janes.  
 

 
Macmillan Tea Party and Exhibition of  

entries to the Starston Photo Competition 
 

Saturday 29th September  2pm to 5pm 
In the Jubilee Hall 

 
There will be CAKE! 

 
Please come and support this good cause  and vote 

for your favourite photo 
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Air Crash in Wood Lane 

30 December 1943 Wood Lane 
  

I was just a few weeks from my third birthday and playing in our front room at Park 
Farm in Wood Lane, when there was a sudden loud bang on the front door. It flew open 
and in strode a huge man, extremely tall and big. He had blood down his clothes and 
was towering high above me. I was frightened and genuinely thought he must be a   
REAL giant. 
 

As I stared up, he asked.  “Is your Mawm in?” 
 

Mum came.  
 

I was still scared,  but later realised the American had  come to use our 'phone to speak 
to his USAF base at Thorpe Abbotts, just a few miles away.  His plane, Sunny11, a       
B-17, had crash landed on the corner of Wood Lane. They were returning from a      
mission to Ludwigshafen, where they had been one of nineteen  aircraft attacking the 
chemical works. Sunny11 had come under attack on its way home and was badly     
damaged. One man was seriously injured and needed to get to hospital, two other airmen 
sustained minor injuries. 
 

Sadly two aircraft from the base 
failed to return that day, with a total 
of twenty one fatalities or missing in 
action recorded. 
 

Sunny11 eventually went for salvage. 
 

I was privileged to talk about the 
crash to the late Frank Self last year. 
Frank lived much of his life at Wood 
Farm and vividly recalled the events 
of that winters afternoon.  
 

Sunny11 was approaching Starston 
from the East, with the aim of     
reaching Thorpe Abbotts, but hit the 
ground on the Gawdy Hall side of Norwich Broadway (recently renamed Green Lane) 
just north of a pair of estate workers cottages, which have since been demolished. It then 
bounced up, across the road before coming towards Wood Farm, where it belly flopped 
in the ploughed field just behind the farm house. Frank described it as a near miss and 
explained  Mr Jean Henri Tresfon, the owner of Gawdy Hall, had seen the plane come 
down and immediately drove to the crash site, taking the most badly injured airman to 
hospital. Frank explained that ploughing the crash site continued to bring up plane    
debris for decades. 
 

In 1943, Park Farm had the only telephone in Wood Lane. It had been installed by the 
owner, who lived at Gillows Willows, so he could detail work to be done, without    
having to visit each morning. Everyone used to just walk in and use the 'phone on the 
wall. We didn't lock the doors in those days. Villagers just left 2d for each call they 
made.                                                                                 Continued>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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Cape Crusader Zooms Into Starstom 

>>> from previous page 
Thorpe Abbott's museum has photographs of the bomber and also has memories from a 
13 year old Pulham school boy, who visited the crash site, recovering a Yankee screw-
driver in the process. It stayed with the finder for over seventy years, traveling in his tool 
box to Canada, before it's return to Thorpe Abbott's, where it is now on display at the 
100th Bomb Group Memorial Museum 
 

Bryan Hanner 

A balmy mid summer evening wouldn't necessarily make Starston Church top of a  
visiting list, but in a special one off event, it was the best place to be for miles around. 
A crèche and a maternity unit, who were determined to make a mess, were the star  
performers and viewed thanks to some clever infrared cameras and ultra sound        
detectors.  
 

St. Margaret's has bats.  
 

A maternity roost of between ten and fifty Natterer's bats was identified during the pre 
restoration investigations last year, in a crevice above the chancel arch. It was thought 
this all female roost could be breeding. The pups which are usually born May/June 
spend a few weeks being milk fed by Mum and a few weeks later, juveniles will make 
their first flights outside the roost. 
 

The mother's performance began about an hour after sunset. Accompanied by the    
fluttering sound of their wings they swooped and soared in the nave and chancel.     
Natterer's are a medium sized bat, with a wingspan up to 300mm and extraordinarily 
large eyes.. Only 1% of Norfolk bats recorded last year were Natterer's, the most    
common  being Pipistrelles. They usually roost in crevices near trees and feed on small 
insects including moths; eating up to 3000 midges a night. It's believed Natterer's can 
travel up to 10km for feeding sites; so potentially across most of the parish. 
 

Batman Philip Parker, provided a fascinating insight into night time happenings in 
Starston.  
 

Once everybody had left and the lights switched back on, there was huge excitement as 
a juvenile was spotted flying in the church. It caused quite a stir, being proof that bat 
breeding was indeed going well in 
Starston. 
 
Nora Batty 
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Glebe Meadow Update 

Volunteers have continued to keep Glebe Meadow under control and in recent weeks all 
the hemlock plants have been individually dug up and destroyed.  We have been helped 
throughout June by Sam Colman as part of his Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award  
programme, which is good for both Sam and for Glebe Meadow! 

 
As I write, the grass has 
stopped growing due to 
lack of rainfall, but this 
has benefited the earlier 
hay crop which was cut, 
baled and transported 
for feeding to grateful 
horses elsewhere in 
Starston.  Francis Webb 
has done all the tractor 
operations for us as  
usual, and the Hay 
Team volunteers      
handled the transport.   
 
 
As you may have seen, 

bees are back in the apiary in Glebe Meadow, including a swarm I collected from      
Loddon.  But the slow start to spring this year, and with our bees not coming through the 
winter, means that there is no Glebe Meadow honey to enjoy this year 2018.  But we will 
have bees in an observation hive to show you at the Church Fete on Saturday 4 August, 
and hopefully some other Starston honey.  Please come and see us then and meet our 
new bees. 

Peter Grimble 
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Providing we secure the grants required to cover costs, we anticipate that the 18 – 24 
month process of developing a Neighbourhood Plan will commence in September 2018.  
  
A neighbourhood plan is a planning document and will guide the future development of 
Starston.  It is about the use and development of land and the associated social,         
economic and environmental issues. Once a plan has been developed, parishioners on 
the electoral role will be asked the question: 
 
“Do you want the neighbourhood plan for Starston to help in deciding planning       
applications in Starston”.   
 
If more than 50% of those voting in the referendum vote “yes”, then the neighbourhood 
plan becomes part of the statutory development plan for the area. 
 
We are currently liaising with South Norfolk Council to have Starston Parish formally 
designated as the neighbourhood area. The bedrock of developing a neighbourhood plan 
is community and stakeholder engagement and consultation.  Questions that it would be 
helpful to have your views on at the start of this process include: 
 

What is good about Starston parish? 
 

What is bad about Starston parish? 
 

What qualities does Starston have as a place to live and work in? 
 

What issues affect Starston, now or in the future? 
 

What change (if any) would you like to see? 
 

St Margaret’s Church is the only grade I listed building in Starston.   
What are your views on its future use and maintenance as a heritage community 
asset? 

 

The Glebe Meadow and the Jubilee Hall are community assets.   
What you’re your views on their future use and maintenance? 

 
A small Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group is being formed.  If you would like to 
know more or want to share your views on the above questions at this stage, please 

email me on a_leitch@live.co.uk.  We will keep you informed as the neighbourhood 
planning process develops via regular updates in Pigeon Post and on the village website. 
 

Ann Leitch 

Starston Neighbourhood Plan  - Update 

Thank you 
Dee McCall would like to say a huge thank you to Chris Doughty who came to her   
rescue when her cat Dylan was run over recently. She really appreciates the kindness he 
showed. 

mailto:a_leitch@live.co.uk
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Annual  Parish Meeting 

The Annual Parish Meeting held in May is not simply a council meeting but it is a  

meeting of the parish where together we can celebrate local activities and debate current 

issues in the community. Thank you to all those who took the time to either provide a 

report or attend the meeting. Full reports are on the website. 

 

Chair Persons Welcome and Report: Special thanks to the Speed Watch Team for 

their good work in trying to reduce the speeding traffic in the village. Thanks to the 

team of volunteers that are keeping footpaths near to them as clear as possible  

throughout the summer and to Mr Grimble for his ongoing work on the Glebe Meadow. 

The annual litter pick was very well attended and successful. Thanks to the Clerk for 

initiating additional maintenance work in the village. The new street name plates and 

refurbished sign posts have enhanced the look of the village. The ‘Welcome to Starston’ 

event has been a positive new initiative and the contacts data base is continuously being 

updated. The Emergency plan has been completed with thanks to Cllr Broadhurst. The 

Clerk will ensure they are working towards GDPR compliance and the Neighbourhood 

Plan will commence, subject to securing a grant. Thanks to all Parish Councillors for 

their time and commitment. 

Disrict Councillor Clayton Hudson also gave special thanks to the speed watch team 

for their continued hard work.   

Parochial Church Council: Having been without a rector for more than 24 months the 

PCC wish to express their sadness that this position remains unfilled. They are very 

grateful to the Ministry Team, especially to The Revd’s Norman Steer; John Adlam, 

Paul Schwier; Readers Mrs Gale Hodgkinson and Mrs Margaret Adlam and Reader  

under training Mr John Taylor, for their hard work to ensure that the weekly services are 

covered.  Thanks to Julian Taylor and John Formston for their activities as          

Churchwardens and to Bryan Hanner as Verger. Thanks to Ruth Cawcutt and Margaret 

Griffiths, Secretary and Treasurer respectively who diligently give a great deal of their 

time to such important duties.  This year a great amount of time was spent on            

formulating the application for a Heritage Lottery Grant, which has passed successfully 

through the First Development stage. However, perhaps the hardest part is still to come 

as we try to raise the required amount of money in order for the main Delivery Stage 

grant to be achieved.   

Starston Jubilee Hall: There has been a Trustees and Management committee  

restructure with committee members now being given a specific role. Many thanks to 

everyone who has been a part of the management committee over the last 12 months. A 

new Bookings Manager has been appointed but the Trustees are still seeking a          

Promotions and Publicity Manager to promote the functions of the Jubilee Hall and  

encourage further hiring. The financial management of the hall has been reorganised 

and the kitchen facilities have been upgraded. 
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Report by  Clare Crane 

Glebe Meadow Management Group (a Jubilee Hall subcommittee): Each year 

Glebe Meadow is attracting more visitors and remains a place for Starston folk to    

wander with friends and/or their dogs, and to relax on a seat or at the picnic table. The 

meadow is used for village events when needed and, along with the Jubilee Hall, is at 

the heart of village life.  It is lovely to  see Glebe Meadow so well used, and to hear  

positive remarks from residents and visitors and what it means for so many.  

Community Speedwatch: Starston Community Speed-watch had a very successful  

2017 by being the most active team in Norfolk with an average of 4 sessions a month.  If 

the team captures speeding vehicles travelling over the new thresholds it then triggers 

the Police to be present in the parish the following month. At the end of March fifty 

motorists had received notices of intent to prosecute. An officer was also present in the 

parish in May, June and July.   

Pigeon Post: Pigeon Post continues to be published monthly and is funded entirely by 

advertising income. Many thanks to all those in the team including the volunteer       

distributors. The magazine receives many compliments but the workload has become 

too much for the two Editors so, unless additional editorial volunteers come forward 

Pigeon Post will cease publication in December 2018.   

St Margaret’s Tower Ringers: Mr Websdell reported that the ‘Tower Ringers’      

numbers have slightly depleted over the last 12 months. The annual ‘Meet and Mardle’ 

took place at the beginning of the year and was highly successful. The bells have been 

rung at numerous events including a christening and a wedding.  Reminder to all      

villagers that the ringers are available for resident’s special occasions and a plea for 

more ringers or they will fall silent in the next few years.   

The Starston Youth Club: 2017 was the second year of the Starston Youth Club. The 

Pre-Schoolers session was held fortnightly on a Wednesday morning but is not being 

run in 2018 due to a lack of numbers. The Primary School age children continue to meet 

monthly on a Saturday afternoon. They have held an Easter Egg Hunt, Fireworks party 

and a Christmas Party and continue to be solvent. SYC resources are available if people 

want to hire/borrow any of the equipment for children’s parties etc. 

The Starston Charities: The Trustees met in December 2017 and provided financial  

support to some individuals. It was confirmed that the current account was holding 

£3,963.63 and the savings account had a further £76.49.  The trustees are aiming to hold 

£5,000 to support parishioner’s larger emergency requests. 

All residents should be reminded that this charity is available and all requests are  

anonymous. 

Clare Crane 

RFO & Parish Clerk, Starston Parish Council 
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County Council News 

Congratulations to all of the Pink Tractor Ladies and their many helpers on their 15th 
annual tractor run.  As always they met on Thorpe Abbotts Airfield, its lovely to see 
them arriving early in the morning with their tractors so colourful and PINK.  They    
travelled through our villages and Harleston where hundreds of people cheered them on 
their way before returning later in the afternoon.  Their target is to raise 1 million pounds 
which I am sure they will soon achieve.   
 

At the Greater Norwich Local Plan (GNLP) meeting, a new revised timetable was 
agreed.  Consultation on newly submitted sites, October - December 2018, Publish a 
draft plan for consultation to include preferred policy options, growth strategy and site 
allocation September - October 2019, Formal submission to secretary of State June 2020, 
Public hearings January 2021, Publication of inspectors report July 2021.  Adoption of 
GNLP September 2021. 
 

Up to 3,000 pounds can be claimed by businesses in Norfolk towards the cost of        
ultra-fast broadband digital connection.  Through the Giga-bit Broadband Voucher 
Scheme, small to medium businesses, and surrounding communities, can claim a one-off 
contribution towards the cost of a full fibre connection.  For more information visit    
gigabitvoucher.culture.gov.uk   
 

Norfolk Against Scams Partnership (NASP) is a group of organisations who are        
committed to taking a stand against scams.  If you think you a relative, friend or     
neighbour have been the victim of a scam, please report it to Trading Standards via the 
Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline on 03454 04 05 06 or fraud on 0300.123 2040  You 
could become a Friend against Scams by completing online training, attend a session or 
request training for your group or organisation by visiting  
www.norfolk.gov.uk/friendsagainstscams 
 

At the Crucial Crew event held at Easton College, over 1,000 youngsters from South 
Norfolk Primary schools learnt about  safety scenarios.  Household Emergencies, Staying 
Safe Online, Electrical Safety, Water Safety, Gas Safety, Norfolk Youth Offending 
Team, Fire Safety, St. John Ambulance, Alcohol and Drug Awareness, and Healthy  
Relationships.  The event was organised by the Norfolk Fire Service and funded by 
South Norfolk Council. 
 

Voting is now open for South Norfolk Community Pub of The Year competition, the 
four categories are 
1 Outstanding Community focus 
2 Best Customer Service 
3 Most Family Friendly 
4 Tastiest food and Drink 
Visit www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/pubs  for more information 
 
My next surgery will be at HIP 10am on September 1st 
 

Martin Wilby 

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/friendsagainstscams
http://www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/pubs
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A Word Of Warning! 

The next time your family tell you that they are taking you out for lunch to celebrate 
your birthday you would be wise to ask what mode of transport will be involved.   
 

Quite understandably, Tish Lombe Taylor had expected to travel by car, but last autumn 
after the Auction of Promises she had told her daughter-in-law that she would have 
loved to have bought the ride on that rather smart motor bike.  So early in June this year 
her wish was granted and she was whisked off to Dunwich in style.  The plot had      
included her daughter having to find an excuse to measure her head so that the correct 
sized helmet could be obtained. It’s not the first time Tish has celebrated her birthday in 
style, not too many years ago she leapt out of an aircraft! 

Christian Aid Fundraising 2018 
 

A very sincere thank you to all who donated so generously to Christian Aid in 
Starston this May, and to the collectors who kindly gave of their time.  Starston raised 
£350.77. 
 

Christian Aid’s theme for 2018 is ‘Together we are Stronger than the Storms’.  
Storms frequently rage around the world, Haiti and the Caribbean Islands being      
especially vulnerable.  Haiti suffered devastation from hurricanes in both 2010 and 
2016.  New funds raised will help provide storm resistant housing.  This is one of 
many Christian Aid projects around the world. 
 

Thank you for your kind support. 
 

Sue Grimble 



18 Pigeon Post 

 

 

We are pleased to announce that we are once again running the prestigious  
CPRE Norfolk Awards.   The Awards Ceremony will be held at  The Hostry, Norwich 
Cathedral on Monday 19th November this year. 
  

The CPRE Norfolk Awards scheme was launched in 1979 to recognise significant 
achievements in buildings and landscape.  It is one of the longest running Awards 
schemes in the county and to date almost 500 projects have been given Awards. 
  

The Awards have been refreshed and revived for 2018 to reflect our major campaign 
focus ‘A Vision for Norfolk’ www.v4n.org.uk which looks at the challenges to our 
County over the next several years and proposes common-sense solutions which       
encourage sustainable growth and benefit all of us. 
  

The Categories  
  

1. Green Build Award 
  

2. Thriving Countryside Award 
  

3. Engaged Youth Award 
  

4. Successful Campaign Award 
  

You can nominate your own project, or pass this onto someone else you think deserves 
to win, or let us know about a project and we can look into it.  The deadline to apply is 
the end of August and judging will take place in September. 
  

All short-listed candidates will be invited to an evening Awards Ceremony at The 
Hostry, Norwich Cathedral on Monday 19th November.  Charles Barratt of Barratt and 
Cooke, one of our Patrons, has kindly agreed to hand out the Awards.  Winners receive a 
beautiful heavy green metal plaque and framed certificate and runners-up also receive a 
framed certifiicate.       
  

Please share this on social media - we want to know about all worthy projects in Norfolk 
so we can reward and celebrate the best of them!   If you need any more information 
please contact helenl@cprenorfolk.org.uk or telephone 01603 761660. 
 

CPRE Norfolk, 15 Pigg Lane, Norwich NR3 1RS www.cprenorfolk.org.uk  

CPRE Norfolk Awards 2018-Deadline end of August 

Don’t miss 
 

STARSTON CHURCH FETE AND BARBEQUE 
 

Saturday  4th August 6-9pm 
Starston Place. Church Hill 
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To raise money for the local charity, Break, beautifully      

decorated hares are located all around Norwich and the    

county, with just a few in South Norfolk. It will help put 

Harleston on the map and draw people into the area. We have 

produced a Welcome To Harleston leaflet, paid for by many 

of the local businesses, to encourage the visitors to stop 

awhile. 

Our thanks go to ScribblyRoo, the local artist who designed 

and painted Harleston Hare. She incorporated many locally 

significant elements such as Redenhall Church, the River 

Waveney, magpies and our beloved swifts.  See more of her 

beautiful work at www.scribblyroo.co.uk. Thanks also to all 

those businesses and individuals who have given donations 

to make this possible.  

We have Harleston Hare till 8th September when she will be 

auctioned, with all the others, to raise money to enable 

Break to continue its valuable work with children at risk or 

with disabilities by providing children’s homes, fostering 

service and other support.  

You can still support this initiative and Break by donating 

online at www.uk.virginmoneygiving.com/

GoGoCountyHare  but make sure you click on the third 

box, where it says Bringing the GoGoHares Trail to 

Harleston. Or put a donation in one of the Break collection 

tins around town. 

Further information on www.visitharleston.org.uk, from 

harlestonsfuture@gmail.com or on 01379 855235. 

A Hare For Harleston Is Here! 

Summer Treasure Hunt In Harleston 
Take part in the Harleston Summer Treasure Hunt to put your detective skills to the 
test. Leaflets £1 from Robinson's Traditional Stationers or the Swan Hotel give you a 
chance of winning a £25 prize voucher. Closing date 31st August 
 

The leaflet will guide you on a trail round the town and you will need to answer some 
questions and identify some photographs where the answer will be in the nearby sur-
roundings. Finally, you will need to look at the beautiful GoGoHare sculpture situated 
at St John’s Church and answer a question about the hare. 
 

The Treasure Hunt can be taken by one person or by a group, (only one leaflet is     
needed by a group). Good luck! 

www.visitharleston.org.uk 

http://www.scribblyroo.co.uk/
http://www.uk.virginmoneygiving.com/GoGoCountyHare
http://www.uk.virginmoneygiving.com/GoGoCountyHare
http://www.visitharleston.org.uk/
mailto:harlestonsfuture@gmail.com
http://www.visitharleston.org.uk/
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Letter From Crete 

I now truly feel that I am part of the EU. I will explain...... 
Yesterday I was in the dog house. I had assured Caroline that our house sign (Number 
225) would withstand my vigorous cleaning. “You don’t understand” I said, “this simple 
but wonderful blue enameled piece of aluminium with hand stenciled numbers was made 
from crashed German aircraft & supplied by the municipality to all houses after World 
War Two this is not just a sign it is a part of Crete’s history!” Suffice to say in my     
defence that the sign is cleaner but we are now number 25 Kalyves as I seemed to have 
polished out one of the numbers.  
  

So I took myself off to visit our new French neighbours (Suzanne & Mark - a wonderful 
retired couple from Biarritz). This would serve two purposes  1.To get me out of        
Caroline’s way (Her stare can turn people into a pillar of salt) & 2.To assuage my guilt at 
having watched two episodes in the ‘Sharpe’ series & clapping when he downed two of 
Boney’s chums to protect Lord Wellington. Anyway, the visit was a little pointless as my 
explanation of being in the ‘Chien House’ didn’t work & when I tried ‘Le Chenil’ they 
simply gave me that withering but sympathetic look you would give to a stray puppy. So, 
I decided to spend the evening with one of our other neighbours (Claude & Sarah) who 
are Albanian & also speak no English. Perfect! finally some entente cordiale (or 
marreveshje te perzemert as they say in Albania) After some very long silences I had 
finally remembered some common ground, Albania’s favourite comedian. OK, it took a 
lot of rolling around on their sitting room floor but I finally got through & we rounded 
the evening off toasting the late Sir Norman Wisdom!  using a clear liquid that I was 
assured to be Albanian brandy. I have to say that the appearance & the smell was similar 
to the nail varnish remover that Caroline had purchased the previous day. 
  

I returned home & all I had to do was to explain to Caroline why I was inebriated &  
covered in dust.  
My sincere hope is that I can find a replacement sign & that my tooth enamel will grow 
back. 
  

Will continue to gather intelligence & report again soon.  
Over & Out 
Keith Honeycombe 

Harleston & District U3A 
Regular meetings, Masonic Rooms, 2pm, 3rd Wednesday of the month.   
Raffle, refreshments, social time, as well as a speaker. Coming up in the next few 
months, are “Project Dunkem – Life in Rural Ethiopia”, “The Training of Hearing 
Dogs”, “For Better, For Worse – A History of Marriage” and “Give Me Sunshine – The 
Weather and How It affects Our Lives”. 
If you are no longer employed on a full time basis and curious about U3A, come along 
to one of these talks, meet some existing members and find out more about our 20+ 
interest groups.  
 
Website: www.u3asites.org.uk/harleston  
Membership Secretary, Kim, 01986 788149 is ready to answer any of your queries. 

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/
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Yellow Road Travelling 

 
Dee and I love going on road trips by which I mean spending a week – or several – 
travelling from place to place usually in the UK, Europe or the United States. On these 
trips we have very little planned in advance, except perhaps one or two specific places, 
so we don’t so much drive to get somewhere as just wander.  
 
Where possible we try and avoid motorways, freeways, auto-routes and so on. Some 
main roads are inevitable or we’d never get anywhere, but wherever possible we turn 
off onto small side roads and just see where they go. On British OS Maps these roads 
are coloured yellow so, regardless of which country we’re in, we call this “Yellow 
Road Travelling”. 
 
The joy of this is the serendipity - you never know what you will find. We once      
followed a narrow lane (wing mirrors brushing the hedge on both sides) and found 
ourselves on a Cornish beach with a small pub that had one of the best choice of bar 
meals we’ve ever come across. In western Ireland we parked for a rest and realised we 
were next to a ring of standing stones with just a small plaque telling us that they have 
been there for well over 2000 years. We have found many unusual museums such as 
the Pony Express Museum in St. Joseph, Missouri where we spent a very interesting 3 
hours even though when we got up that morning we had never heard of it. We once 
picked a B&B at random and within minutes of arriving had the landlady’s life story, 
including her rather interesting relationship with ‘Uncle Jim’.  
 
Earlier this year, driving through Denmark, we were trying to find the Viking       
Monument at Jelling but the directions were not clear and it soon became obvious we 
had missed our turning so we stopped to consult the map. Then we noticed a stone 
structure on the other side of the road so we went over to investigate. We found a   
memorial to the crew of a Lancaster bomber which had crashed in 1944. The names of 
the 7-man crew were carved into the stone. We were miles from anywhere, there was 
no sign to say this existed but it was a very moving moment. 
 
The tiny Italian town between Umbria and The Marches where we found one of the 
most beautiful small theatres we have ever seen. A café in the backstreets of a town in 
north-west Spain which had a delightful and beautifully laid out garden - and we’d 
only gone in there to use the loo. 
 
In our experience some of the most interesting things that happen, happen by chance. 
Well, you can’t control chance, of course, but by travelling the yellow roads you are 
giving chance a chance. 
 

Michael 
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Answers to the July Crossword 

Local Films in August 

Pennoyers Film    (Pulham St Mary)                 
Title:  Three Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri (15) 
Date: Friday 17th August                  Time:  8.00 pm   
Cost: Adults £5.00 in advance, £5.50 on the door 
After months have passed without finding the culprit for her daughter’s murder, Mildred 
Hayes makes a bold move, painting three signs leading into her town in an attempt to 
shock the authorities. 
Booking advisable - phone 01379 676660. Ices available.  
 

 No Harleston Film in August 
 

No Alburgh Film in August 

ACROSS 
 

5. Ahab  
8. Marco Polo 
9. Boer 
10. Aeroplane 
12. Almaty 
14. Taming 
16. Indies 
18. Bylaws 
20. John Cabot 
22. Brig 

23. Jerusalem 
24. Lode  

 
DOWN 

 

1. Magellan 
2. Echo 
3. Apsley 
4. Planet 
6. Hood 
7. Bering  
11. Emil  

13. Apia 
15. Newcomer 
16/19. Isabel Bird 
17. Slopes 
18. Bangui 
21. Aran 

FREE DVD/VIDEO RECORDER 
 
We have a Toshiba DVD/Video recorder which will play DVDs or VHS videos and 
copy Videos to DVD. It comes complete with remote control and instruction book and 
is FREE to the first person to come and ask for it. 

Michael Bartlett: 01379 852318 
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August Crossword by Anon 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7 

             

8             

             

9      10       

             

11       12 13     

      14       

15    16    17    18 

             

19             

             

20      21       

CLUES ACROSS 
 

1.    German Saxony  (7) 
5.    Plait  (5) 
8.    Diligent (13) 
9.    Foil (5) 
10.  Insectiside/weedkiller/poison (7) 
11.  In the thick of it (6) 
12.  Lacking (6) 
15.  Ceremonial staff (7) 
17.  State (5) 
19.  Principality in central Europe 62 mile 

square (13) 
20.  Played by Pat Phoenix (5) 
21.  Essayist, joint founder of  
       ‘The Spectator’ (7) 

 
 

CLUES DOWN 
 

1.    Capital of Bolivia (5) 
2.    Favourable to (13) 
3.    Something to keep (7) 
4.    Knitting equipment (6) 
5.    Wand (5) 
6.    Deviating from the expected (13) 
7.    Go down  (7) 
11.  Acquit  (7) 
13.  Revealed (7) 
14.  Pre-Euro Spanish currency  (6) 
16.  Lake between California and             

Nevada (5) 
18.  What fits a mortise (5) 
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Benefice Services in August 

Web Site for all information on the Benefice:     http://www.thebenefice.org.uk/ 

Key To Services 

HC:  Holy Communion PC: Parish Communion 

BCP: Book of Common Prayer SW: Sunday Worship 

CC: Café Church  

Starston PCC Secretary:  Ruth Cawcutt.  
Tel: 01379  852087  Email: rcawcutt1@btinternet.com 

 
 

5th 
Trinity 10 

12th 
Trinity 11 

19th  
Trinity 12 

26th 
Trinity 13 

 

Dickle-
burgh 

9.30am         
PC 

9.30am  
BCP Service 

9.30am         
PC 

 
9.30am         
All Age  

Communion 

Pulham  
Market 

8.00am HC 
10.45am       

 Memorial Hall 

9.30am         
HC 

9.30am         
SW 

 

9.30am 
HC 

6.30pm 
Celebration 

Pulham  
St Mary 

9.30am 
HC 

9.30am 
Matins 

 
 

9.30am         
HC 

 
 

 

8.00am  
BCP  

Communion 
9.30am Coffee 

and prayers  

Rushall 
11.00am   

HC 
11.00am         

SW 
11.00am         

SW 
 

11.00am  
BCP Matins 

Starston 
11.00am  

BCP Matins 
 

 
11.00am   

BCP           
Communion 

 

11.00am  
Great and  

Small 
 

11.00am   
BCP           

Communion 

Thelveton 

 

11.00am  
BCP Matins 

With  
Dickleburgh 

11.00am  
SW 

 
11.00am 

HC 
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Starston Parish Council 

Martin Wilby County 01379 741504 martin.wilby@norfolk.gov.uk  

Clayton Hudson District 01379 676259 chudson@s-norfolk.gov.uk  

Community Services  

Starston Village Web Site:  www.starstonvillage.co.uk  

Local Councillors 

Ann Leitch Chairman 01379 423387 a_leitch@live.co.uk 

Janet Broadhurst  01379 853480 janetbroadhurst@aol.com 

Sam Carter  Not available sam@samuelcarter.com 

Chris Doughty  Not available chrismartindoughty@gmail.com 

Bobbie Formston Tree Warden 01379 853042 jformston07@talktalk.net 

John Formston Footpaths 01379 853042 jformston07@talktalk.net 

Richard Franklin richard.franklin@hotmail.co.uk  01379 854726 

Clare Crane               Clerk to the Council and RFO          01379  608590 

To contact Starston Parish Council:  starstonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Local Buses - from Starston to Harleston and 
Starston to Long Stratton and Norwich 

For information  
Ring:  0871 200 22 33 

Border Hoppa - dial-a-ride service  Ring:  01379 854800  

Police - (non-emergency) Ring:  101 

Safer Neighbourhood Team          Email: sntharleston@norfolk.pnn.police.uk  

Report Power Cuts Ring 105 

NHS Emergency & Urgent Care Services 
(Including Emergency out of hours chemist) 

Ring:  111 
when it’s less urgent than 999 

Refuse Collection and Queries Ring: 01508 533830 

Harleston Information Plus  Ring: 01379 851917 
hip@harleston-norfolk.org.uk 
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Brick  Work, General Building, 

Hard Landscaping etc 
 

01379 853471 or 07939 144446 


